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S.. MATTHEW i iv. t, 2, 3, 11. 5 


lieus was led by the Spirit into the Deſert, 
to' be tempted by the Deuil. And whent 


"He ad fate forty Days and forty Nights, 
* afterwards he was hingry. And the 
Tempter - approach . « And when the 
Devil [left him; behold,. a came and 


he n A 1 


ICY — ESUs led Wo LOS 7 
ö 8. Beloved Brethren! What 
Mortal then ſhall be exempt 
{I from It? Jesvs ſubmit to 

(whale undergo Temptation! What 
MẽUVortal ſhall murmur at en- 
| . during It, or deſpair of ſur- 
mounting It? Shall innocent Ixsus arm 


_ the very Approach of Temptation 
Vor. II 88 N ih 


4 


as. _” 


Temptation with Patience and Fortitude, 
when It comes? Why would he arm againſt 


Temptation, with ſo long, ſo painful, ſo 
continued an Abſtinence, but to teach us that 


Temptations are dangerous Evils? Why 


would he be'led by his Divine Spirit to'the 
Encounter of Temptations, but to ſhew us 
that all the Evil of Temptations lies in our 
cowardly Fear or arrogant Contempt of 
them? And why would, he manifeſt hk 
Victory in a glorious ſolemn Triumph amidſt 
an illuſtrious Band of miniſtring Angels, but 
to convince us, that our perfidious Tempter 
may be and is to be conquer'd and that the 
Victory over him is rewarded with the: 


nobleſt, richeſt moſt deſirable Fruits of 
Glory? But What! Tempter, did I ſay? Ah! 


Many are the Tempters, who urge us to 
Combat: Many are the Temptations which 


beſiege us from without, or watch to betray 
us within. Gop himſelf is ſometimes pleaſed 


to tempt us: The Devil is always buſy in 
tempting us: And we ourſelves are too often 


taking Satan's Work out of his Hands, by 


2 n the Firſt Sunday in LE NF. 
With a forty-days auſtere Retreat; and his 
ſinful Diſciples preſume to grapple with it, 
without any Preparation at all? Why, 
think You, would our Divine Maſter” be 
tempted, but to encourage us to endure” 


7 


being our own Tempters. And under 


this laſt Circumſtance it is, that we have 


the moſt to fear, For when Gop is our 
"IDE 1 Tempter, 


r FA! 
\ * 3 
4 ' : 
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Tempter, it is our own Fault, if we are 

not Safe: He tempting us, or rather exciting 

us, only to Good, by ſuch Trials as he is 

pleaſed to ſend us to try our Fidelity to 
im. Let no Man then, when, he is tempted 

to Sin, /ay that He is tempted by Gop. For 

Gop, as St. James obſerves, * ig not 4 Chap. i. 

Tempter of Euils. No: In that Senſe, He 

tempts no Man . When He does ſend you; tf . 

Trials, tis for your Good; O Chriſtians: Nor 

does He even ſend or permit them beyond 

your Power to bear, or without giving you 

the Means and Graces neceſſary to reap Ad- 

vantage from them. No, no; ſays St. Paul t 1 Cor.x, 

God: is Faithful, uo will not ſuffer. you iv 

be tempted above : what you can, but will. 

work- alſo with Temptation Advantage," that 

von may be able to, Mais. In ſhort, there 
fore is it, that the Lord youn Gon tempreth, : 

Vun, THAT IT MAY: APPEAR-WHETHER- 

Vo LOVE HIM, OR NOT, WITH AU YOUR: - | 

HEART. { Different, very different from, J Detern. 

this, is the Conduct of Satan. .He tempts? 

us, to ſurpriſe us; tempts us, to bętray us; 

tempts us, to deſtroy us. But! vain; are all; 

his Temptations; unleſs we give him a 

helping hand, by tempting ourſelves. Ob- 

* ſerve, ſays St. Fobn Chryſoſtom upon this 

<< Gofpel,, obſerve : When the Devil took. 

our Lord up to the Pinacle of the 

*. Temple, the Fiend puſh'd' him not, 

** touch'd him not; but only ſay d to Him: 

Ha B 2 e 
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28 n e Caſt thyſelf down. *' Whence we may 


&* learn, that Every-one who obeys the 
« Devil precipates himſelf rather than He 
<< js precipitated. For the Devil may ſug- 
&« geſt, but cannot force.” *Oqrlalbes then 
are our own worſt 1 moſt ann 
Tempters. © 

If our Tempters are Many; our Temp) 
tations are many alſo, Some are Inter- 


nal; External Others: Of the Internal 


Ones, Some ariſe from the Illuſion of the 
Senſe and Imagination (wretched Fruits of 
our original Sin:) which we may be ſubject 
to ſometimes, without any actual Sin on our 
Side; provided we are patient in enduring, 
and faithful in conquering, them. For 
Everyone is tempted by bis own. Congu- 


ceed from the Corruption of the Will itſelf, 


and therefore generally preſuppoſe Some ante- 
rior Guilt. for their Cauſe and are ſeldom? 


without ſome Degree of actual Guilt N 


in the very Temptation itſelf. For, Con- 
cupiſcence, when It hath conceived by con- 
ſent or Dilectation, bringeth-forth Sin, more 

or leſs. But neither Sort of Theſe Internal 


Temptations could poſfibly affect the ſacred: 


_ Perſon of Chrift, who, in virtue of his Hy- 


poſtatic Union, was perfect Gop and perfect 
Man; and therefore free from every moral 
or phyſical Blemiſh within him. Of Bxter- 
nat Os there are alſo various Sorts ; 


Such 


135. Janes piſcence abſtracted and allured. + Others pro- 


— 
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Buch are the different Objects of our Senſes, 


according to the falſe Lights in which they 
are propoſed to us: Such are the Suggeſtions 


of the Devil and the Gay Allurements of the 


World: Such too are the Multitude of diffe- 
rent Tribulations, Afflictions, Diſappoint- 
ments and Sufferings, to which all Human 
Nature, ſince the fall of the firſt Man, are 
indiſcriminately ſubject. Now all theſe of 
Themſelves are capable only of affecting us 
outwardly; and therefore cannot be ſinful, 


unleſs. we render them ſo by Conſent or 


Dilectation. Nay they are rich” in the 
greateſt Fruits 1 Glory and Beatitude, if, 


after the Example of Chriſt we bear them 
with Patience and Fortitude. And there- 


fore ſays St. JaMEs,' Bleſſed is the Man who 
 fuffereth T, emptation + For-when he. hath been 
proved, he ' ſhall receive the 'Crown of Life, 
which Gop hath promiſed to Them abo love 


Him. * There is then this Difference between ii. 


Internal Tem ptations and External Ones, 

that All the Former are Evils which N othing 
but a ſpecial Grace of Gop can render tole- 
rable, and Nothing can render deſirable: 
Whereas Some of the Latter are, not a bare 
i . Evil, but a deſirable Good, to Such 


as perſiſt in a faithful Improvemept of thoſe 7 


Graces - which Gop affords to All to ſur- 
mount them. And therefore was it, that 
the Saviour of the World, who neithes: 
utes nor Wu _ his ſpotleſs: unſpot- 


Y 
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table Nature to the Blemiſh of Internal 
Temptations, nevertheleſs, to ſet you an 


Example, both could and would deſire and 


encounter External Temptations, for the 
fake of conquering them, Therefore would 
the Divine Jzsus be led by the Spirit, into the 
Deſert, to be tempted by the Devil, that, put- 


- ting him to Flight, He might convince you 


by conquering him, that the Fiend is an im- 
potent Tempter. Therefore would he court 
Hunger with a Faſt of forty Days, to con- 
vince you, by ſeeking it Himſelf, that Bodily 
Sufferings are a deſirable Good. Therefore 
would he with Fortitude ſuſtain the Suggeſ- 
tion of Satan, to relieve his Hunger at the 
Expence of a Miracle; that, by repelling it, 
he might teach you not to preſume, in Time 
ef Diſtreſs, to ſet Gop a Time for your De- 
liverance, - but to wait his Good-Pleaſure 


with magnanimous Reſignation. There- 
fore would he permit that the Fiend; ſhould 


perſuade him to releaſe himſelf from the Pain 
of Hunger by caſting himſelf down from the 
Pinacle; that, by the Contempt of it, he might 
ſet You a Leſſon of Patience and ſhew you 


that the Delays of Divine Succour are 
rather Matter — freſh, Confidence in the 


Divine Goodneſs than of Deſpair in his 
Providence. Therefore did he ſuffer the 


infernal Rebel to carry his Inſolence even 


to the offering him all the Kingdoms of the: 


| World: and he Glory of them for one Act of 


Adoration a 
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Adoration; that the Indignation with which 
he baniſh the impious Suggeſter from his 
Prefence might finiſh- to convince - you, 
that the World and it's Pleaſures are of 
the worſt Kind of Temptations, and there- 
fore ever to be ſhun'd as much as poſſible, 


on account of their natural Tendency to 


enervate Devotion, to diſſipate the Mind, 
and to drawing off the Heart of Man from 
his due Allegiance to his Sovereign Lord, 
and only Good. And therefore, in a word, 
did he, after ſubduing all Theſe, ſuffer the 


Angels to adminiſter to him; that he 
might encourage you to ſtruggle manfully _- 


againſt the Devil, the World and your own 
Fleſh, in Sight of the glorious Premium pro- 
miſed to your Fidelity; and that he might 
convince you, that all the External Tempta- 
tions, which can attack you, are deſirable, 
or, at leaſt, tolerable; if you will but reſolve 
to make a faithful Uſe of the Graces which 
Gop is ready to afford you. At leaſt 
tolerable, I /ay': For certain it is, that even 


of External Temptations, there are Some, 


which, tho, when they attack us, we 
may undergo without either Sin or Im- 
perfection, while they are involuntary, yet 
may we not either wiſh for or court them: 
Such are the Gaieties and Intrigues of the 
World: Familiarities with beauteous or 
other wiſe engaging Perſons of oppoſit 
Sex, ys Extremities of either Want or 
Affluence, 


* 


On the Fir SunDay in LE NT. 
Affluence, the Mental Suggeſtions and Illus 


ſions of Satan, or the flattering Incentives 
of the Fleſh. All which, on Account of 


the intimate Alliance offenſive and de- 


fenſive ever ſubſiſting between them and 


the Imagination, Senſes and ſenſual »Paſs 
ſions, are extremely dangerous and very 


difficult to endure without Some Degree 
of internal Detriment. And therefore is it 


that tho It be a Bleſſing to fuffer ſuch 
Temptations undefiledly; and tho Chriſt 


did ſo; yet as we are not confirm'd in 
Grace as He was, nor certain of our 


oon Fidelity in correſponding to his Graces; 


we cannot be ſure that we ſhall come- off 
with Victory: Nor Have we Reaſon to hope 
we ſhall, if we wittingly run into the Dan- 
ger; fince, according to the Holy Ghoſt, 


He «obo loves Danger ſhall periſh in it. We 


may then and muſt endure and reſiſt all 
Temptations of this kind when they come 
upon us: But we may not by any Means 
procure or defire them. The only Exter= 


nal Temptations which we may with any 


Safety go in Search of are 'Tribulations, Diſ- 


appointments and temporal Croſſes. : Becauſe 


Theſe we are ſure. we may obtain Grace 
and /eaſonable Aid to conquer and improve 
to our Advantage, if we approach but 
with Confidence to the Throne of God to 
implore the Aſſiſtance we want. For as 
St. Paul juſtly - obſerves, We - have not--a 
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High-Prieft who cannot have Compaſſion on 
our Infirmities; but tempted in all things, 3 
like as we are, without Sin.“ And there- Heb. iv, * 
fore In That, in which He. bimſelf ſuffer'd and 
Was tempted, he is able to help Them alſo who | 
are tempted. . Tribulations then are, not + Bid. i, 


only tolerable Evils, but a defirable Good ; 
and the only Kind of Temptations which 
we may with any Safety covet and court. 
Whereas, alas, ſuch is the ſtrange Perverſity 
of kuman Nature that Theſe, -tho' the beſt 
Arms to ſtorm Heaven with, are, of all. 
Kinds of Temptation, the Only-Ones which 
we endeavour to ſnun. To recall you there- 
fore from ſo prejudicial an Error, and lead 
you back to the Imitation of your ſuffering 
tempted Lord, in this holy Time of Penance. 
and Patience; I ſhall endeavour to recon- 
cile you to temporal Suffering, by ſhewing 
You, that 


J. Temporal Afflictions are Matter of 
Neceſſity to Sinners: | 

II. Are Matter of Debt for the Peni- 
tent: And | | 
III. Are Matter of enviable Gain for the 
* 0 Gop of tender Mercy! Have Thou 
Compaſſion on our native Frailty. And 
teach us by thy Grace, as Thou has't 
e taught us by Example, to be enamour'd 


with the Blefling of ſuffering for and 
Vor. — E. with 
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„ with Thee. Strengthen us to endure 
e with Chriſtian Fortitude every Tribula- 
« tion or Affliction which Thou permitteſt, 
e and permit what Thou pleaſeſt. Give us 
but Conſtancy to bear and forbear, and 
c exerciſe it as Thou wil't, Augment our 
% Patience, and encreaſe our Pains : Try, 
* tempt and prove and purify thy Servants | 


s in this Life; and here ſpare us not, ſo 


Thou but ſpare us for Eternity. 


I. Temporal Sufferings are of Two 8 


Thoſe which come from our own deliberate 
Choice are one Sort: Such as voluntary 


Mortifications and ſupererogatory Works 
of Penance. And Theſe, if they be ſought 
with a pure and fervent Heart for the Love 


of Gop, are undoubtedly highly pleaſing in 


the Eyes of his Divine Majeſty, However 
that 1 which our Will has in the Choice 
of them often very conſiderably diminiſhes 
the Senſibility of the Suffering and leaves be- 
hind it, more or leſs, ſuch a Zeſt of Self- love 
as leſſens in ſome Degree the Merit of our 
Patience. The Other Sort of Sufferings are 
They which come from the Hand of Gop 


himſelf, whether by his own poſitive Diſ- 


penſation, immediately, as when he tried 


his Servant Abraham by demanding the 


Life of his only Son T/aac, or mediately, by 


Second Cauſes, as when he afflited his 
ke David with a ſevere Diſeaſe; or 


whether | 
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whether by his permiſſive Providence, 


through the Induſtry or Artifice of Satan, 
as when he permitted the Fiend to torment 


his Servant Fob; through the Malice or 


Inveteracy of Enemies, as when Dauid was 


perſecuted by Saul, Elijab by Fezabel; 


through the miſtake or Jealouſy of Friends 


or Relations, as when the Patriarch TFo/eph - 


was ſet at Bay by his Brethren ; or. finally, 


in natural Conſequence of our own Folly or. . 


Vice, as when Eſau loſt his Birth-Right to his 


Brother Jacob, or when Sampſon Conqueror 


of the whole Nation of Philiſtins was con- 
quer'd by a ſordid Paſſion for Dalila. Now all 


theſe Sorts of Tribulation, whatever Quarter 
they come from or to whatever wiſe End 


Gop diſpoſes them, whether to guard our 
Innocence or to puniſh our paſt Guilt, or to 


purify our Virtue; They are of ſovereign 
Service, if we do-but bear them as we may, 


and ſtruggle with them as we ought. But 


ſtill Thoſe Sufferings which come to us 
from the Hand of Gop are, abundantly 
more exuberant in Grace and Merit, if we 


make a right Uſe of them than all the 
Mortification and Penance we can practice 
of ourſelves. The Reaſon is that, in volun- 

Sufferings, we have at leaſt the Satis- 


faction of doing our own Will in ſome 


Meaſure ; whereas, in-Thoſe which the Al- 


mighty either ſends or permits, our Will 


has no Share but That which a Chriſtian 
C 2 Conformity 


11 


8. 


could inflict upon Themſelves. So that 
Voluntary Mortifications and Penance 


nal Tribulations which Gop is pleaſed to 


. » Pſalm. 
Ixxvi. 


Conformity with the Divine Will gives to it, 


the greateſt Saints in this Life, rather than 
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This is fo true, that, abſtracting from all 
Conſiderations of that Heroic Conformity, 


undergo one Stripe of Gop's avenging or 
purifying Hand, would gladly compound 
to endure all the Sufferings Themſelves 


cannot be confider'd as of the number 
of real Temptations; but are rather ſa 
many Means to familiarize us and make 
us in Love with the Temptations of Exter- 


inflict upon us, or at leaſt to permit us to 
be tried with from other Quarters, In 
fact, it was not, till after the Prophet had 
enured his Fleſh to a certain Familiarity 
with Suffering, by voluntary Mortifica- 
tion and penitential Exerciſes, as himſelf 
explains it, In the Day of my Tribula- 
tion I fought Gop with my Hands in 
the Night before him, and I was not de- 
ceived; My Soul refuſed to be comforted, 
T was mindful of Gop and was delighted 
and was exerciſed and J. ſiwept my Spirit: * 
It was not I. /ay, till after he had made 
uſe of theſe Means, that he was enabled 
by Grace to court and covet and pray 
for the Tribulations and Temptations with 
which Gop ſhould pleaſe to viſit him. Then 
then it was, that, fired with a holy Zeal of 

So . ſiuffering 


92 
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' faffering for Gop and of being purified 


and fitted for HIM in the Furnace of Tri- 
bulations, he cried out: Try me, O Gop, 


and tempt my Heart, with Afflictions, examin | 
me with Suſferings and know my Paths, * | */«in 


Ah Beloved Chriftians of mine! Such, 


Such too ought to be your Eagerneſs after 


Tribulations: And ſuch it would be, had 


vou but, by a Life of voluntary Mortifi- 


cation and Penance, learn'd to fet a true 
Value upon the Bleſſing of enduring Af- 
flictions with a truly Chriſtian Fortitude. 
To All of you, I ſpeak, Beloved : As well 


to You, O Innocents, as to Penitents and 


Sinners. z | ol 9 60 
But if any Chriſtians, more than Others, 


ought to view with a thanks-giving Eye 


and a Heart full of Gratitude, thoſe Aﬀic- 
tions with which Gop's mercifel Providence 
embitters every Cup in this mortal Life; 
it cannot be denied but that Sinners. have 
the greateſt Reaſon of All to be eternally 
Grateful to their Gracious Gop for the Tri- 
bulations they meet with. Fondly, ah 
fondly, ought they to kiſs the gentle Rod 
which chaſtiſes them: To melt their Souls 
to grateful Tenderneſs, enough it ſhould be 


to find, that, _ of the innumerable Ex- 


ceſſes by which they have forfeited the 


noble Character of Children of the Moſt 


High, Gop has not loſt the tender Induſtry 
of a Compaſſionate Parent : And with 1 
E E on 


e 
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ſon might they adopt the Words which 
St. Peter Chry/ologus puts into the Mouth 
of the Prodigal Son: © We indeed have 
&« forfeited the Character of Children: But 
«- He has not renounced the Bowels of a 
© tender Parent. It is not to Reprobates I 
mean to ſpeak ; but to Thoſe Sinners, who, 
without any Deſign of renouncing their 
Pretenſions to Glory, run a Sort of Sideling 
Race after the mean Joys of this Life ; and, 
conſecreating the Flower of their Affections 
to the Earth, ſtill retain a Hankering after 
Heaven. The eternal Jeruſalem is the 
Termination of Career which they propoſe 
to themſelves: But alas ſo oblique is the 
Road along which they rather reel than 
travel, that, without perceiving, they turn 
their Backs upon the Bliſsful City and ſteer. 
headlong to Babylon. This, This it is which 
rouzes the Divine Mercy to exert itſelf in 
every gracious Stratagem of Love, to ſtop 
the ſtraying Mortals in their down-hi 
Courſe. Too much does it affect the tender 
Heart of their Divine Redeemer, to behold 
the Flock of his own Purchaſe thus madly 
bent on precipitating themſelves into the 
Jaws of eternal Ruin. Therefore does 
be with the loudeſt Menaces, dictated 
by an exceſs of Tenderneſs, endeavour to 
ſtrew with Horrors that Way which their 
deluded Imagination preſents to them ſpread 


with 


/ 
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On the Fir Sunday in LENT. 1 3 
with Lillies and Violets; that he may 1 
ſhew them the Danger of. their daring 
Purſuits and perſuade them to return on 
their Steps. But ah! what Voice ſhall he 
ſpeak to them in, which will work the 
Fired Effect? To force them is deſtroying 
the Nature he gave them of Free-Agents : 
And to win them to Conſent, what ſaluta * 
Counſels -ſhall find Way to their Hearts 
who lock-up every Avenue to them? Shall 
He graciouſly court them with the ſecret 
Language of internal Inſpirations? To what 
Purpoſe? Sinners have acquired too con- 
firm'd a Habit of treating Inſpirations with 
ignominious Repulſes. Shall he thunder 
out his Menaces by the eloquent Mouth 
of ſome Apoſtle of his, whoſe authorized 
Zeal cites their Vices to Judgment and laſhes 
their Diſorders in Public? Ah! Enough is it, 
that a Preacher with a juſt Energy inveigh 
againſt their Crimes, for Sinners to keep at 
the remoteſt Diſtance from him. Shall he 
lodge his ſacred Maxims in ſome Book of 
Piety, where, unſuſpected, they may ſe- 
cretly inſinuate themſelves into the Hearts 
of the Sinners who read? Alas, alas ! Un- 
; accuſtom'd are their Hands to open, or 


their Eyes to peruſe, any other Books, than 
\ Thoſe which, as if ſtamp'd with Poiſon, 
" I convey to the Soul in every Word a Wound. 
) Ah! what then ſhall Jesvs, wiſhful to ſave 
L them, be able to do? He is willing by all 


Means 
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reſolved by all Means to have Any-One for 


will not ſave without their Conſent, tho' he 


The Prophet Jonab is commanded by 


The Winds, the foaming Surges, the fire= 
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Means to have them his own: They are 


their Owner but JIEsus. What then ſhall 
Gop do with ſuch obſtinate Creatures, who 
will not conſent to be ſaved and whom he 


created them to be ſaved? What ſhall he 
do? He will do by Them as by Fonah. 


Gop to go and preach Penance to Ninive. 
But diſhearten'd at the Danger he conceives 
in the Boldneſs of the Enterpriſe and con- 
quer'd by-his falſe Fears, he ventures, with 
a worſe-concerted Boldneſs, to diſregard 
the Divine Commiſſion; and, to ſteer a 
quite oppofit Courſe, takes Shipping for 
Tharfis. O my Gop ! Full ſenſible am I, 
that Thou knoweſt how to compel chy 
Vaſſals to obey thee, when Thou wil't be 
obey d. But if thy Creatures are Deaf to 
thy heavenly Voice, how ſhall they reach 
to underſtand thy Will? How! Even as 

onab did. A Sedition ariſes in the Elements, 


breathing Clouds, with every Horror of re- 
volting Nature, gather round the Veſſel, 
which the daring Rebel ſails in; and with 
rude Conteſt diſpute the Office of forcing 
through every Senſe a Paſſage to his Soul 
by which the Almighty Sovereign's Will 
may enter, But to what Uſe All this? 
With what 'Succeſs ? So far is it from re- 

| calling 
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calling che Refra#ory to a Senſe of his Duty; 
that all the burſting Waves, which, rolling- 
over, | almoſt over- ſet the bulging Bark, 


bat ſerve, like the nightly Murmurs of 


ſome neighbouring Rivulet, to ſooth him 
to a calm 'Repoſe. The Ocean rages more' 
and more; the Winds blow fierce with 
growing Fury; the encreaſihg Billows bat- 
ter the wooden Fortreſs with ſtill augment- 


ing Force, and the pale trembling Sailors 


ſeek. their (laſt Recourſe in Prayer; While 


Jonab, all the while, with undiſturb'd Sere- - 


nity; amidſt the loud Reports of heavenly 
Wrath, not only reſts but fleeps. . Ah ! ſhall 
He then, buried thus in ſlothful Sleep, be 
ſwallow'd by Deſtruction ere he ſee it com- 


ing? Shall Jonah, thus without Redreſs -. 


(loſt to Life to Heaven ---- to GOD ---- 
to Himſelf -—-) periſh amidſt the conſum- 
ing Flood, to periſh eternally in uncon- 


ſuming Fire. No, no: My Gop! Had this 


been thy Deſign; Thou had'ſt no need 
to call a Tempeſt to thy Aſſiſtance. The 
foothing Serenity of a treacherous Calm had 
lull'd him as well and lock'd all his Senſes 
in as profound: a Sleep, till, through ſome 
hidden Leak the inſinuating Waters had 


wreak' d thy Vengeance on the fleeing Rebel. 


The Storms which ariſe from the diſcordin 


Elements are often big with Danger: While 
thoſe which are excited by the ſaving Hand 


of Gop, are but the rougher Pilots which 


— ͤ guide 
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guide us to Harbour in Safety. Happy, 


bappy for Jonah was it that he Gra not in a 
Calm: A Calm might have loſt him. Not 


to be loſt he 1 be terrified. Nay not 
to be terrified, without Fruit; he muſt - -be 
ſwallow'd-up,. with ſparing Vengeance, 


and paſs from the Boſom of the Ocean to 


the Entrails of a Whale. There it is, —_ 
buried to the World and it's fattering falſe 
Hopes, he learns for the firſt time to live to 
Gop: There it is, that, loſt to himſelf, he 
learns, by ſeeking Gon, to find himſelf: i 
T here, in a word, that- he. firſt returns to 
Gop with the Sighs of a cordial Repentance: 
When my Soul was in Diſtreſs within me, 
then it was that I remember'd our Lord, ſays 
He-himſelf, * Truly then may we ſay with 


St. Gregory, that Tribulations are Bleſſings 


ſent us from Heaven to conduct us thither. 
Nothing of all theſe, ſays the Holy Father, 
& js ſent us with deftrucive Intent, but 

«* with the ineffably merciful Deſign that we 


may improve them to our Advantage. 


Ah Beloved, finful Chriſtians! Is not che 
Conduct of Gop to Jonab the very ſame to 


Vou when he viſits you with Tribulations ? 


Whither does the Almighty direct your Steps? 
Say: Is it not to a bleſſed Eternity? To an 
endleſs Paradiſe? And whither do Vou, mi- 
ferably blind Mortals, ſteer your Courſe ? Ah! 
Is it «A thiough a dangerous laborious Gulph. 


a Luſts and Uſuries and Frauds and De- 


baucheries 
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baucheries and Impieties, that you are 
| failing unconcern'd to the infernal Abyſs? 
Ah! ſhall-Gop then; forgetful of his tender 


Mercies, amuſe your Frenzy with favou- 
Table Gales which may conduct yqu, drunk 


as you are with Vices Vanities and Diſſipa- 


tion, to the Perdition you are | ſteering to? 
Or if, to turn your Courſe from ſure De- 
ſtruction to the eternal Harbour of Felicity, 
he wakes you to your Safety with Storms 


of Tribulation and drives you back from 


Ruin with ſome heavy Tempeſt of tem- 
poral Pains, Afflictions, Infamy, or Diſap- 
pointments; can you deny it to be gracious 
Effect of bountiful Severity, a Rigour of 
ſaving Mercy? Ves, yes: Own we muſt 
with St. Auguſtin, that, “ when Gop ex- 
5 erts his Scourge in this Life, his Puniſh- 

ments are not as yet Damnation; but, 
<. onthe Reverſe, a Caution againſt . 
What, what is this Fit of Sickneſs, that 
Diſgrace, that other Diſappointment, but a 
merciful Tempeſt raiſed by the Anger of 
your compaſſionate Gop? A ſevere T empeſt 


is this Statute of Bankruptcy which has 
reduced You to Indigence, O fraudulent. 


Trader. That Stroke of . undermining 
Treachery which has baniſh'd You. from 
the Graces of your Sovereign, O ambitious 
Courtier, is a rigorous Storm. Aa 9 
portable Storm to Vou, O Miſer, is 


0 of Ant Sum lent out upon Ulucy, the 
| Da” Beggary 
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Beggary this Fire has reduced you to; the 
infamous Want to which this Mulct has 
ſentenced you. Dreadful : is the Tempeſt 
of this blaſting Diſtemper, to your Beauty, 
O Self-Idplizers! Of this Dropſy, to You; 
O Gluttons! Of this Stone, this Gout, this 
Palſy, to You, O Lechers! And: 0 the 
dreadful Hurricane with which the Loſs 
of this darling Infant, the Death of that 
Friend, the Advancement of this other 
Rival, ſhakes every Power of your Souls, 
disjoints Life, and jumbles in one rude 
wild Confuſion your . Senſes Paſſions, Will 
and Intellects! Every Cataſtrophe, in ſhort, 
nay every Accident in Life which runs 
counter to your Inclinations, is a rude Tem- 
peſt to your Senſes, which you know not 
how to ſupport. But ab! why? If all of 
Them are but ſo many merciful Means 
to reſtore you to Salvation; ought you not 

to embrace them with Joy and grate- 
folly to thank the al-gracious Ago 6f 
Weannd'= = 

But 0 What, you'll | cry! We rejoice; 
% when | GoD bine us? We return 
% him Thanks. for tormenting us? Could 
« not Gop then have won us over to his 
© Will by milder Meaſures? Why could 
she not, as heretofore He dill our Fathers, “ 
carry us (lite à Nurſe of Ephraim) in 
« fis Arms; and cute us fo gently, as that 

6 e might not know He cured us? In a 


<« word, 
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„ word, Inſtead of urging us with Fire 


<« and Steel; might he not have allured us 


= 
* 


* 
- 
21 
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ce. with Carefles, according to his Protniſe, * * Zid. 


8 T wl draw "then; th ' the © Bands of 


* Love; and I vill be to them ar lifting 
e up the Tobe? Had he lifted up the Yoke 


te from touching our Shoulders; then, then 


ee indeed we muſt have been ' wretchedly 
“ ungratefal not to thank him. But ſhall 


«we thank him for loading us with One | 


c ye cannot Bare?” Hold, unthinking 

Mortals, Hold! What did not your gracious 

_ do to ee to you that bis Toke 
faveet an 


(light and ſweet as It was from the Begin- 


ning) imperceptible to You? To my laſt 


Diſcourſe I pal, for the Much which 
He did to win vou to bimſelf by En- 
dearments. But if every Gentle Means 
loſes all it's Virtue, ' thro! the Abuſes of 


it in a Patient; if indulgent Remedies 


ſerve” only to forward a Gangrene; is it 
not Mercy in the Phyſician to ſtop the 


growing Miſchief with Fire and Steel? 


What tho' the Incifion, which immediate 
Danger makes neceſſary, draw from the 


excruciated Sufferer, While actually under 


Cure, ſome Groans; ſome "Fears, ſome 


Shrieks of | Anguiſh ; will he not have Rea- 

ſon, when the Cure is eompleated, to bleſs 

the * Which tormented him? Say 
then, | 


his Burden Light? Nay 
whit . dhe omit, to render that Yoke 


On the Firſt Sunray in LE NT. 
then, O Sinners: If your Perverſity ren- 
der'd ineffectual all the merciful tender 
Methods by which Gop endeavour'd to 
reſtore Lou to a State of perfect Spiritual 
Health; was it not infinit Meréy in Gop 
to obviate an eternal Mortification, by 
- rougher Remedies ? ©* Gor, Jay You, could 
draw you to himſelf by milder Methods?“ 
Ah! of all the mild Methods he has made 
uſe of; Of all his Gifts, His Natural and 
Supernatural Benefits heap'd upon you; 
his Miracles, his Doctrins, his Death and 
Paſſion, his Sacraments, his Graces, his 
Inſpirations, his Holy Word depoſited in 
the ſacred Scriptures, -' or extracted into 
Apoſtolic Sermons Devout Lectures, and 
pious Converſations: In a word of all his 
untold Indulgences, What-One can you 
point-out to me, which has yet met with 
the deſired Effect, It was capable of pro- 
ducing? What has not been ſaid, what 
has not been done by Him of indulgent? 
What is not daily ſaid and done by his 
Miniſters, to wean Mankind by gentle 
Means from Luxury, Vanities, Intem 
rance, Injuſtices and Luſts and all the in- 
numerable Diſorders with which the whole 
World is over-run and ſullied? Neverthe- 
leſs, are thafe Diſorders. at an End? Are 
they ſo much as diminiſh'd? But let us 
Fa plain: Do they not daily encreaſe? 
n then if Gop has not paſs d an irre- 
vocable 
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O Sinners 3* Surely if | He ; has yet one R ay 


of Mercy left for you, your Good requires 


him to exert more vigorous Methods to 
draw you with Vehemence from the Ruin 


you are ſo obſtinately wedded-to. Vain 


were all Counſels, Maxims, vain all Ex- 
amples to perſuade this Youth to alittle 
more Piety, a little leſs Libertinage, Inſo- 
lence, and lawleſs Freedom, while Vigour 
boil'd fervent through his Veins: A flow; 
conſuming Hectic has damp'd his daring 
Spirits; and now how ſober, regular and 

ious is He grown To little Purpoſe was 
it, to preach to that Voung Lady, to mo- 
derate her Vanity, to renounce the Pride 
of Dreſs, to lay aſide the gay enſnaring 
Airs which fill'd her Hours, and tended 
only to the raiſing in her unwary Ad- 
mirers the baſe ungenerous Project of her 
Ruin; till that corroſive Malady, Which 
often proves an Enemy implacable to Beau- 


ty, disfiguring her Face, reſtored her 80ul 


to all it's former Excellence; And now 
how modeſt, how compoſed and how 
devout is ſhe become! O precious Tribula- 
tion | How neceſſary ar't not Thou to bring 
Sinners to a Senſe of Themſelves? And yet, O 
Sinners, it is your Perverſity which reduces 
God to this hard Dilemma of either giving 
you up to Perdition or of recalling you 
from it by Tribulations. Juſtly therefore 

I's” 1 miglit 
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might Tertullian ſay, 4 O thrice happy the 
Servant, whoſe Maſter urges him to 


. Amendment, and loyes him too well 


„to deceive him by the nme _ 
* his Faults!” * Do . 


5 1 


. II. All this is true, ſays ſome Penitent 


0 Sinner. I make no Doubt, but that the 


*© Stripes with which the Almighty forces 


Sinners back to him are ſo many benevo- 


<«<-lent Effects of ſaving Rigour. I believe, 
with St. Auguſtin, that they are the Scour- 
pes of our metciful Gop correcting for a 


5 8 Time; that he may not be obliged to damn 
* Eternity. Nevertheleſs the Part of 


<< Juſtice, methinks, ſhould requife him to 
c uſe Me with leſs Rigour, who + am re- 


e turn'd to my Duty. That He ſhould 


0 chaſtiſe me, while Revolting from him; 
1% could have no room to complain: But 
«muſt. Own with St. Bernard that his 
6 Scourges were Stripes " of Mercy ; and that 
. *© be chaſtiſed me becauſe be loved"me. But, 
CI when, grown ſenſible of my Guilt, I re- 
«turn all penitent to his Arms, why ſhould 
© he not, like the Good Father of the Pro- 
225 <<: dig Son, meet me with Careſſes and re- 
© pay with Effects of amorous Tenderneſs 
en V Tears of Compunction? So then, 
Chriſtians, You did Sin? © Yes: But I re- 
* pented of it.” You repented ; it is true: 


And it is well you did — our al it 
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a true that you finn'd : And with what 
Face then can you, who have 11 mur- 
mur at ſuffering for having fi und? Ses 


yon not, that, While you are endeavouring 


to prove that Tribulations are not a Matter 


of Neceſſity for you, You prove them at 
leaſt to be Matter of Debt? The very Ex- 
ample - of the Thu Son may ſuffice - to 
eonvince yo. Oppreft by the Weight of 
— 4 his Miſcondadt had loaded him 
he reſolves to return back and 


Native Abode. Here Repentance begins: 
And how does it proceed? Why ---- loaded 
with Self-dereftation, Horror of his Faults 


and every Sting of Remorſe, he — 
the long and derte Journey n penu- 


rious Circamſtance, and courts all dls Hard- 
ſhips of traveling, Hunger, Fatigue, and 
Cold and Pain, to merit the Blefling he 


with'd to obtain of a tender Parent's Ca- | 


reſſes. He met it in fact at laſt. © But the 
Exſtatic Joy of the Patetnal Embraces 
which teceived him were after all the final 


Premium of the painful Penance He un- 


derwent to obtain them. The Good- Father 
then did receive his penitent Son with Joy to 
his Arms, and, mindful no more of his Re- 


volt, rewarded his Return? Ves. And thus, O ; 


Penitent Chriſtians, thus, you may depend 


upon it, your Divine Indulgent Parent will 


receive d alſo into his eternal Manfions-: 


"Vow II. „ But 


—— a more comfortable Situation in his 


Arms. 


On the Firſt Sunday in LE NT. 
But not till, like the Prodigal Son, you have 
endured and ſurmounted all the Tribula- 
tions and Miſeries which your Pilgrimage 
in this Life is ſtrew'd with, and which are 


the Debt you contracted by removing your- 
ſelves to ſuch a Diſtance from his Parental 


Nor can 1, in —__ conceive — 2 
the amending Stripes of Gop, a Penitent 
can complain; when he confiders that That 
infinitly injured Gop could juſtly have 

uniſh'd him eternally and mercifully 
would not. Should a Malefactor whoſe 
Sentence of Death is changed, by the Cle- 
mency of his Sovereign, into the milder 
Puniſhment of Baniſhment or a. Priſon, 
murmur and accuſe his Prince of Cruelty; 
could you hear him with any Patience? 
<« Wretch |! (would you not anſwer) a Gibbet 
% was thy Due: And by the Cleme 
te of thy Prince Thou ar't ſtill in be 
"i World. Thy Offences call'd aloud for 
more than one public Execution: The 
<« Death of thy Body and the Death of thy 
Reputation would ſcarce ſuffice to expiate 
thy Guilt: By one Act of Grace thy 
Sovereign has reprieved thee. from Both: 
% And has't thou {till the Inſolence to 
* murmur, ſtill the Ingratitude to rage 
10 againſt the tender Hand which has 
«> pared Thee? Ah Chriſtian Penitents 
Why not - reaſon thus, on What paſſes 
560 | un 
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between Gop and You? His infinit Good- 
neſs changes into this Sickneſs, that Loſs, 
this Perſecution, that Poverty, that Diſap- 

pointment, that other Pain, the eternal Priſon 
of the Damn'd. You have multiplied Sins — 
upon Sins, heap'd Iniquity upon Iniquity: | 'F 
Allery aloud againſt You : Vengeance! Hell? EE 
Damnation! Eternal Miſery! Gop never- 

theleſs mercifully contents himſelf with fo 

flight a Revenge as a little temporal Tribu- 

lation: And can you be ſo ungrateful, ſo 
ſenſeleſsly ungrateful, as to ſhrink at it? 
Ah! for Shame, break once for all with | 
that Self-Love which ſo intoxicates you 
and ſeriouſly look back, O Penitent Sin- -* 

' ners, on the Sins of your paſt ill- conducted _ 

; Life, and the Stripes of your amending 

'Gop will appear to you, not Scourges but 

. Careſſes: Lou will cry out in conſoling 

4 Raptures of Gratitude with Sr. Gregory : 

: _ © Theſe, Theſe are not Stripes but Ca- 

2 * reſſes, by 'whrch with a little bodily 

- 

/ 

e 

* 


Pain, we may purify our. Spirit from the 
Stains it contracted from the Senſuality 
* of the Fleſh.” And it is even ſo, — | 


Beloved Auditors. The Soul which, diſſolvec 


's in ſincere Contrition, keeps it's afflicted Ima- 
0 gination fix d on the black Ingratitude of for- | 
'© mer Offences with which it inſulted Gop, is oy 


as incapable of groaning under his chaſtening 

ö Stripes. All it's Sighs, All it's Tears, All it's 
5 Anguiſh and Grief are ſpent, not on the Evils 
D ill | E 2 which 


| 


- the innumerable -Mercies It abuſed, ſhew 


their Journeys End, who ſhould 
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which oppreſs It, but on the Sins by which 

It deſerve them. The ſad Remembrance 
of the infinit eternal Love which It ſo 


long treated with Contempt, of the Great 
and Good Gop whom It inſulted, ef 


the Soul to itſelf in ſo black a Deformity, 
that It regards the tender Reſentments of 
the injured Deity as ſo many taviſhing 
* and with unconquer d Reſignation, 
nay wich Heroic Avidity, is diſpoſed: to 
ſwallow. the moſt bitter Cups of Ranhly 
Tribulations and Diſappointments. 
The Children of Jacob are ſent by their 
aged Father into E 2 to purchaſe at any 
Coſt a little Succour againſt the Famine 
which they groan'd — Arrived at 


apply to but to their Brother Foſeph, tho 
unknowyn to them? However in Joſeph, — | 
find, no more a Brother; but a Prince. 
Prince did T. Jay? I chad. almoſt ſaid a 
Tyrant. All, kneeling in the moving 
7 — of Diſtreſs at. the foot of his 
Throne, with indignant Eyes he firſt: ſur. 
veys them; then queſtions them with brow - 
beating Frowns ; and then, ſpite of the moſt 
candid humble inoffenſive Replies, commits 
them to the Horrors of a Dungeon, and has 
them loaded with Fetters, Judge you now, 
Beloved Audience, what muſt be goes Stu- 
arne of eur miſerable Travellers at o 
| | range 


8 


ö a 


before towards their Brother Foſeph. 
conſciouſly | 
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do ſevere ſo unexpected a Necep- 
tion What a ſudden Tumult of every 
floctuating Paſſion muſt not - riſe in the 


Breaſts of All! What Exectations of the 


Miniſter's Cruelty! What Proteſtations of 
Innocence! What bitter Complaints of the 
Hardneſs of their Fate, of the Barbarity - 
of their Treatment, of the Perverſity of 
their — nay of the Rigour of Gon in 
ting them to ſuffer thus undeſervedly'! 
_Apropls A melancholy Reflection, riſes to 
their Aid, and keeps them from 1 


wich convulfive Anguiſh; reminding them 


(as it often happens in like Manner to 
Others in Time af Afliiuan) of the Cru- 
elty of their Conduct, but thirtæen Years 
Hence 
looking Every-One on the 
Others with an Eye of ſelf. g Re- 
proach, they wring cheir Hands and cry-out. 
h wretched We! do we 


« ſuffer theſe Things, becauſe we have Ys * 9 


* fſindd againſt our Brother, ſeeing the 

% Diſtreſs of his Soul, while heb 5 
and we heard not: Therefore; "TrHERE- 

* FORE IS THIS TRIBULATION' "COME | 
c upox Us. * Innocent are we All of the n 
0 Crimes laid to our Charge by the Egyp- 
tian Miniſter; But too, too guilty are 
we of having inhumanly ſold —— 
** Fojeph. Joseph thrown into the fatal 
1 Alen with a murderous Intent, Zo 
410 


n - 
5 
- bs . * 
"I 29 


1 


Penitent Brethren, Penitent of 
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* ſold to the Iſnaelites ſtill cries out 
Vengeance againſt us too loudly not to 
< ſtop the Ears of Mercy: And juſtly 
„ do We ſue in vain for Pity to à 
Stranger, who had no Senſe of Pity for 
* our own Blood crying to us in the def. 
ce fenſive Voice of a Brother. Thus did 

Conpunction ſpeak through the Li = of theſe 
Crime 

committed againſt their Brother Joſepb. 
Thus too through our Lips ſhould: Contri- 
tion ſpea Ax our Senſe of the Injuries We have 
offer'd. 1 to Gop. Ah! Deſervedly do We 
fuffer Theſe Things (We all may ſay) be- 


cauſe aue laue ſinn d againſt our God. What 


is an Injury done to a Brother, but a mere 
Infantil Fault, compared with the Heinouſ- 
neſs of inſulting Gop ? And ſhall not this 
Reflection then ſuffice to ſweeten every Pain 
which may appeaſe that Gop ? Ah] Be- 
lieve me for once, ſays St. Gregory: Com- 
fort is of an ealy Acquiſition, if amidſt 
Our Scourges, our Temptations of Tri- 
* bulation, we recall but to our Mind 
ce the Crimes by which we have merited 
Sr ehemj fr 


O Chriſtian 1 8 That You fuſer, 


I do not doubt: But then that You have 


ſinn'd, I cannot doubt. Juſt is it then that 
vou ſhould now ſuffer, as it was unjuſt that 


| You fhouldever fin. Does your Patrimony 


waſte by ſwift ä Does Oo affair 
© „ 


n Firf Sonvay. in LENT: 1 
you undertaxe meet with Diſappointment ? „ 
Has Death ſnatch'd-away the fondled Heir 
to all your Subſtance, That ſprightly pro- 
miſing Youth, the Prop of all your earthly 
Hopes? Has Malice | thrown you out of | 
Favour with that powerful Great Man? 
Does the Gout, the Stone, the Palſy with 
Fetters of Anguiſh- make you Priſoners in 
your own Homes? Does perſecuting Envy 
make you Exiles in your Native Land? 
And is every Path you enter, every Courſe 

u ſteer, ſtrew d with e. Objects of 

liſery? Ahl Remember, you have ſinn'd 

and . muſt attone for it. Remember, that, 
rude and rugged, as theſe Paths appear to 

You, It is through Theſe you muſt paſs M 
Glory, by * 5 the- falſe Pleaſure of ' 
Thoſe many ſenſual Steps you have formerly- 
taken wide of Gop, and which your Paffi- 
ons repreſented to your cheated Imagi- | 
nation as ſtrew'd” with e lows. . 
Remember, that, as St. Paul fays; * / Nu Heb. M 
be uichous Diſciplin, whereof All; are mals 
Partakers,”; then. hon are ſpurigus, and nor 2 
legitimate Children. O che dreadful - Pre 
miſe! O the more dreadful. Qonſequence 


. So then Vou muſt either ſubmit to the 
© Song which are the common Lotion in. 


in a their Inheri:a ance. in Heaven, | hh 
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which may appeaſe that Gop? Ah! Be- 
lieve me for once, ſays St. Gregory: Com- 
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4 ſold to the  Thmaelites ſtill © cries out 


Vengeance againſt us too loudly not to 


* ſtop the Ears of Mercy: And juſtly 


*. do We ſue in vain for Pity to a 
« Stranger, who had no Senſe of Pity for 


* our own Blood crying to us in the inof- 


_ *<+fenſfive Voice of a Brother. Thus did 
Conpunction ſpeak through the Lips of theſe 
Penitent Brethren, Penitent of the Crime 


committed againſt their ee TFoſeph. 
Thus too through our Lips ſhould Contri- 
tion ſpeak our Senſe of the Injuries We have 
offer d to Gop. Ah! Deſervedly do We 
ſuffer Theſe Things (We all may ſay) - 
cauſe we have ford againſt our God, What 
is an Injury done to a Brother, but a mere 
Infantil Fault, compared with the Heinouſ- 
neſs of inſulting Gop? And ſhall not this 
Reflection then ſuffice to ſweeten every Pain 


fort is of an ealy Acquiſition, if amidft 
*; our: Scourges, our Temptations of Tri- 


<<: bulation, we recall but to our Mind 


* the Crimes ** Which we have merited | 


0 Cillian . That You ſuffer, 


I do not doubt: But then that You have 


finn'd, 'T cannot doubt. Juſt is it then that 


you ſhould now ſuffer, as it was unjuſt that 
Jou ſhould ever ſin. Does your Patrimony 
waſte by ſwift Degrees? Does every affait 


| you 
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ydu undertake meet with Diſappointment ? 


| Has Death ſnatch'd- away the fondled Heir 
to all your Subſtance, That ſf prightly pro- 
miſing Youth, the Prop of all your earthly 
Hopes? Has Malice thrown you out” f 
Favour. with that powerful Great Man? 


Does the Gout, the Stone, the Palſy with 


Fetters of Anguiſn make you Priſoners in 
your own Homes ? Does perſecuting Envy 
make you Exiles in your Native Land? 


And is every Path you enter, every Courſe 
you ſteer, ſtrew d with melancholy Objects of 


Miſery? Ah! Remember, you — ſinn d 
and «ts > attone for it. Remember, that, 
rude and rugged as theſe Paths appear to 
| You, It is through Theſe you muſt paſs to 


Glory, by diſcounting the falſe Pleaſure off, 


T hoſe many ſenſual Steps you have formerly; 
taken wide of Gop, and which your Paſh- 
ons repreſented to your cheated Imagi- 
nation as ſtrew'd with agreeable Flowers. 


Remember, that, as St, Paul fis, & if Tit Heb. . 


be withoutsDiſciplin, whereof All are made 
Partakers,” -+ then you are ſpurigus, and not 
legitimate Children. O the dreadful - Pre- 
miſe! O the more dreadful Conſequence } 
So. then You muſt either ſubmit to the: 
Stripes which, are the common Portion in- 
this Life of all the legitimate Children of 
; Gov, or be forever excluded an a Fary 
in a their Toheriza ance. in Heaven. 
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III. Be all this ſubſcribed to for infallible 


Truth.“ Still, Same ſuffering Saint might 


« be tempted. to ſay, Still might Almighty 
* Mercy relax a little from the Rigour of 
© his Treatment with regard to Me, who, 
* Thanks to his all-conquering Mercy, can- 
ce not accuſe myſelf of ever having forfeited 


_ « the Grace He vouchfafed to beſtow on 


c me. O Fortunate Sou}, thus qua- 


ified to fpeak in ſuch an envieble Stile! Abr 


where is thy Abode ? Where do'ſt thou 


conceal thyſelf? Were ar't Thou to be 


found? Ah! make thy Appearance: Shew 
thyſelf to my wiſhful Eyes, that I may 
gaze on thee with pious Envy and in am Ex- 
of Gladneſs ſhew thee to Heaven, to 
the World, and chiefly to the Chriſtians 


WhO now © hear me. G Blefſed ! Ten- thou- 


fand times thrice Bleſſed Soul! O Soul be- 
yond all earthly Utteranee bleſſed, thus to 


contain in an unſpotted Innocence all the 


Sweet Fruits of JE sv's Death and Paſſion! 
But O happy priviledged Soul (A Such - 
One exiſt among mere Mortals !) Why ſhould 
it ſeem hard to Thee, ſo like thy ,Go»'in 
Sanctity of Manners, to be even like him 
in a Life of Sufferance? -< Alas He ſcourges 
© mie ( Jay you?) with too ſevere æ Hand; 


e and without any Reſpit or Abatement 


e diſcharges all the Weight of his relent- 
<« leſs Scourges upon me. Ah faint” and 
feeble Innocence! What Weight, what 


Smart 
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Smart can be annex'd to the affectionate 


Corrections of exceſſive Love? What can'ſt 


Thou have to fear from that fond Arm 
which drew Thee out of Nothing, wrought 
a World for Thee, fnatch'd Thee from gaping 
Sin, ſhut-up from Thee every Avenue of 
Hell, and keep open for Thee the Gate of 
his own bliſsful Kingdom? What cin'ſt 


Thou apprehend from Hands wounded for 


Thee, diſtilling Blood for Thee, nail'd to a 
ſhameful painful Croſs for Thee, and till 
open to ſuccour and receive Thee? Can 
thoſe Hands load Thee with Temptations too 
heavy to bear, which ſuffer not Any to be 
tempted beyond their Strength? But he 
* conducts methroughPathsquiteover-grown 
with Briars and Thorns ” Is there ne- 
vertheleſs one of thoſe Thorns which is not 
tinged, is not ſoak'd, with his Blood? If He 
preſents you with the bitter Cup of earthly 


Afflictions and plies you with Gall and 


Vinegar; Ah! why do you forget, that He 
is your Saviour who preſents that Potion to 
You ; that Saviour, who firſt drank deeply 


of it himſelf before he gave you a faint Taſte 


of it, who drank of it out of pure Love for 
You, who drank of it to teach You the Love 
of earthly Sufferings, that he might lead 


you enamour'd with Subſtantial Joys to 


that Kingdom where alone they are incen- 
ter'd? Ah! think wiſely once for all, and 
you will think with the Venerable Ca/- 

„ ! b fan. 
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fan. Trifling are the worſt of Woes we 


« have to endure in this Life, if We do but 
64 reflect on the bitter bitter Draught of Sor 
«© rows, which He drank on a Croſs, who 
% now invites Us to a Crown. 

If the Tribulations, O Chriſtian 3 | 
cents, which ſeem to You ſo irkſome; came 


upon you from Enemies, from Hands un- 


known or Suſpect ; there might be ſome Ex- 
cuſe for your Reluctance tobear them. Where- 

as, whatever ſecondary Inſtruments He may 
think fit to make uſe of, the Sovereign Source 
of theſe Bleſſings is Gop himſelf, your Fa- 
ther, the beſt of Fathers, the tendereſt the 


moſt Affectionate of Parents: A Father, who 


gave you all you enjcy on Earth, and pre- 
pares for you all you can hope for in Hea- 


ven. Is all then which he has done and is 


ready to do too little to convince you, that, 
if he cauſes you a litile Smart, it 1s all for | 
Love of you, all for your Good ? Have not 

You like Reaſon with the enlighten'd St> Au- 


guſiin to ſay: © O the Goodneſs of our 


„Divine Father! Let him ſtorm as he 
2 pleaſe, ſtill is he our Father: Let him 


lcourge us, let him afflict us, let him 
e cruſh us, ſtill does he prove a Father? ” 


The few Tears with which he condeſcended 
to bathe the Sepulcre of Lazarus were ſo 
ſufficient a Proof of the Love he had for 
him, that the very Populace could cry out : 


wg John Bel old Low He- __ him | * * And ſhall fa 


much 


9 
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much precious Blood, as he has ſhed for il 


You, not finiſh to convince you how greatly 
He loves You? Nay ſhall not the very Tri- 
bulations, with which He tries you, more 
than ſuffice toremove from you every Doubt 
of the Exceſs of his Love for You? Eſpe- 
cially when his Apoſtle aſſures you that they 
are the ſtandard Proofs of his ſaving Aﬀec- 
tion for his Elect, HE SscouRGES EVERY 
Cu1LD, -/ays St. Paul * Ah! What *Z*5rews 
-* Children does He ſcourge, ſays the o- 
© mſh'd St. Auguſtin? What Children? 
/\*©. Thoſe Children v who are deareſt to him : 
© 'Thoſe Children whom He loves with 
© moſt” tender Affection: Thoſe Children 
for whom he moſt anxiouſly prepares 
** eternal Advantages. Every Child whom 
© he receiutb. In a word the ELEcT. 
Ah! what Children, /ays He again? ---- 
** Why ---- Among the Reſt that beloved 
Son, in whom he was well pleaſed, the 
neceſſary Object of his eternal Love, his 
| e 'only-begotten Son, his impeccable, inno- 
\ * cent Son, his Son Jeſus.... Yes, Chri- 
| „ ſtians; His only Son, the Only-One 
“ without Sin, but not his Only-One in 
* Exemption from Pain, If then, Chri- 
ſtians; you have a Certainty, that Gop loves 
vou; that it is He who ſends you the Pains 
-you feel; that He ſends them for your Ad- 
vantage; and that, in ſending them, He 
does you no leſs an Honour than putting 
| E 2 you 
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you upon a Level with his Qnly-begotten ; 


can you deny, that every Groan you fetch, 
every the leaſt Complaint, is a ſhameful 
Want-of Acknowledgment to Gop? : 
But! What am Iſaying? After all, Who 
can be ſo pitileſs as even barely to think 
of requiring Sufferers to Stifle their Groans ? 


The Anguith, which, wholly pent-up ina 


human Breaſt, has no Vent through the 
Senſes, is too inſupportable for Life to 
ſubſiſt long under it: And to ſeparate 
from Afflictions the Solace of Lamentation is 


_ robbing the Afflicted of every Relief. Well 


then: Be it e'en allow'd to the Wretched 
to bemoan their Condition, But ah deareſt 
Chriſtian Sufferers ! Never permit your Af- 


fictions ſo to bereave you of Diſcretion as 


to proſtitute your Complaints where-they are 
neither ſure to move Compaſſion nor likely 
to procure Redreſs, And fee you not that 
it would be waſting your Sighs and ſpend- 
ing your Spirits in vain, to breath-out your 
Grievances any-where elſe but at the Feet 
of your crucified Lord, who alone is ready 
and able to relieve you? But what Advice 
am I giving? Strange Inadvertence! O my 
ſuffering Love! O my dear wounded bleed- 
ing agonizing Saviour! Is it poſſible, that, in 
thy - Preſence, in Sight of thy Pangs, We 
can even feel the Weight of our inferior 


Woes? In Sight of ſuch and ſo many 


Wounds and Sores and Rents and Rruiſes 
| aud 
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and Injuries and Inſults, can We be ſo 
delicate as to repine at the trivial Evils 
which befall us? Is there in this or Gratitude, 
or Juſtice? Or Love for Thee, or for Our- 
ſelves? | 
© Chriſtian Innocents then! To the Pre- 
| ſence of this crucified Redeemer let me 
cite you All with all your Load of Woes. 
Compare your Pains with his, your Wounds 
with his, your Ignominy with his, your 
Blood with his : And then, in the Name . 
of Juſtice, if the Balance weighs on your 
fides, even give a Looſe to Sighs, Complaints 
and Diſcontents: More Innocent than Him 
J cannot think you: Yet, if your Ill-Treat- 
ment out-weiglis his; We'll ſtrike the Balance. 
But, if I look on Him; I behold him naked: 
Ah ſay: Has Poverty yet vented all it's Rage 
on you and urged you to. a like Extreme ? 
— But ! I behold him not only naked but 
all” Wounds and Sores and Bruizes from 
| Head to Foot: Say, have Sickneſs, Falls, 
or Stripes or other Accidents yet bandled 
vou ſo roughly ?---- But! I *furvey Him 
nail'd pendent on an infamous Tree be- 
tween two Thieves: Say, has Perſecution 
-puſh'd You as yet to ſuch a ſhameful 
painful End? Are the Affronts or N I 
or Inſults you are compell'd to put. u wa . 
equal in Number Weight or Meaſu 
His opprobious Treatment? Ah! Why 
then, it they are not, do you not bluſh at 
your 
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your paſt Delicacy? Why does not a holy 
Emulation ſpur you forward after him, 
and force you Every-One, in Reparation of 
that Delicacy, to cry-out eagerly with 
David: © Behold, O Lord, Jam prepared 
for thy Scourges : ? No more, Sweet Lord, 
„ ſhall thy paternal Scourges meet with 
Reluctance in my Affections. No, no: 
In proof of my Fidelity to thee ; be- 
| * hold me, not only ready, but deſirous 
* to receive the Stripes. Depart from me, 
« ſeditious Rebel Thoughts, depart: In 
* vain ſhall you henceforth. murmur and 
© repine; reſolved is this Heart, and I aw 
s prepared for Scourges. : .N o more let it 
be faid, that my Saviour courted an ex- 
** cruciating Hunger with a Faſt: of Forty 
Pays from every Food and every earthly 
Comfort; and I repine at the Denial of 
75 Saperfluities, and Luxury during the 
like Space. Shall Chriſt, 5 my ſake, have 
ſuffer d the rude Inſults of diabolic Rage; 
and, trampling on the Soft Allurements of 
< a deceitful World, have embraced with ]. 
a naked poor inglorious Life bans 
e with a painful, ignominious Death; and 
I, breathing nothing but temporal. E 
9 joyment and fallacious Eaſe, ſhrink at 
the moderate Share he deigns to give me 
„ 186-5008 Sufferings ? No, no; rebellious 
Nature, no: I am prepared for the tender 
55 Scaurges 0 N GOD: And never ſhalt 
| | 2 
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© Thou henceforth make me doubt but 
<<. that, what ſeems to Thee Severity, is 
e pure exceſs of Love in Gop for Thee 
© his uſeleſs Creature, He, my Soul, is 
© bent on ſaving thee, on leading thee to 
© Paradiſe : And ill does it become Thee 
* to preſcribe the Way by which He ſhall 
conduct thee thither. Behold me, O my 
6 Gop, behold me ready nay anxious for 
« thy Heaven, Behold me prepared for 
&« thy Scourges. Conduct me through what- 
© ever Path Thou liſt; behold, I follow. 
Let it be thick with Briars to tear me 
te Piece- meal; ſtrew it, line it, with the 
* acuteſt Thorns: That precious Blood 
« of Thine, with which thou has't ſoften'd 
* them, ſhall blunt their Edge to me: 
% Happy, thrice happy, if by their Means 
I may at laſt arrive at the eternal Glory 
ae, towhich They lead, 

O dearly Beloved Chriſtians ! Thus would 
You reaſon all, if You but gave your Reaſon 
It's due Superiority over Prejudice and Paſ- 4 
fion. But, alas, you ſee not through the : 
Eyes of your Reaſon ; and therefore, hood- k 
wink'd by your Senſes, you look with _ " 
the lived Eyes of Envy on Every-One who, | 
to outward Appearance, ſeems but to be 
happy and at Eaſe; and murmur at yours 
. Deſtiny for every little Affliction which hap- 
pens'to You, Whereas, O! how different 
would the Emotions of your Souls be; 

| would 


* 


o 
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would you but carry your Reflections a little 
beyond the Bounds you confine them to. 
The light and momentary Tribulations, 
which now ſeem to You ſo inſupportable, 
are they not pregnant with eternal Pleaſures ? 
What then have you to do with thoſe Tears 
which roll ſo. plentiful along your Cheeks ? 
What means that ſullen Melancholly ſettled 
on your Brow? What Cauſe gives Birth 
to thoſe Heart-rending Sobs which riſe * 
ſo ready in every contradicting Circum- 
ſtance? Know you the deep. Deſigns of 
all- diſpoſing Providence? Why then repine 
at paſſing Evils, which ſhall one day excite 
the reaſonable Envy of Thoſe whom now 
with miſplaced Jealouſy You miſtake for 
happy; and for which you will find Cauſe 
eternally to thank and praiſe and bleſs 
your gracious Gop, who, out of his bound- 
leſs Bounty, deigns to think you worthy 
of theſe Proofs of his exceſſive Love? 
Notorious to you All, Beloved Auditors, 
are the Adveutures of the ancient Patriarch 

Joſeph. As yet a tender Youth, his Bre- 
thren, animated by Jealouſy, conſult the 


Means to rid themſelves of him; and com- 


pleating the unnatural Reſolution with a 
precipitate Execution they ſtrip him of his 
Garments and fell him to a Band of 
Tfmaelites, Ol Who can deſcribe, ſo well 
as conceive, the Anguiſh of the perſecuted 
Youth under his afflicting Circumſtance? 

i Who 
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Who can number the Tears he ſhed: to 
mollify the flinted Hearts of his inhuman 


Brethren? The Vows he offer to Heaven 


to draw down his Deliverance? How does 
he proſtern himſelf firſt to One then to Ano- 
ther of the Tyrant Brothers, cling to their 
Knees in a Flood of Tears; wring his Hands; 
call on the Name of their common Father ; 
1 the Ties of their common Blood ; ask 
Pardon; promiſe Submiſſion; conjure the 
milder 1/maelites to renounce their Preten- 
ſions; conjure his Brethren to renounce their 
Hatred; conjure Heaven to mollify their 
Hearts! What does he not ſay? What does 
he not do? What does He not try to avert 


the guilty Injury offer d to him? But ah! He 


would have ſpared all this fruitleſs Labour; 


He would have ſpared all this groundleſs 
'Anguiſh; had but one prophetic Thought 


help'd him to a Foreſight of what his 

ſent Affliction was big with. Ah Jolla 
Simple Childiſh Foſeph! Do'ſt thou know 
-what thou ar't weeping for? Do'ſt thou 
know what thou ar't ſueing for? Unfortu- 


nate would thy Petition have been, if Heaven 
condeſcended to it. For had'ſt thou but 


ſeen what the dreaded Exile was to end in, 


2 ſelf would have wept only with Com- 
= n on thy Weakneſs in grieving at it. 
ve then, leave thy cruel Brethren to 
their Perverſity. Little do they think, 
—_ n thee to ſlavery they are pur- 
Vor. II. 1 chaſing 
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chaſing for thee a Diadem. Away, away 
with thoſe Tears which would rob thee of 
Power Dignity and Empire. Leave them 
all and follow chearfully whither merciful 
Providence leads. Know and be affured, 


however ruggid and unpleaſant the Road 


may appear, it is ſafe and ha traveling 
* Gop is the Conductor. TY | 2 
What the Spirit of Prophecy might have 
faid to Foſeph, Faith, unerring Faith ſays 
daily to Every-One of You. O the ſpacious | 
Kingdom of exſtatic Bliſs! O the reſplen- 


dent Crown of interminable Glory pro- 


miſed to afflicted Fortitude, in numberleſs 
Paſſages of Holy-Writ! Enough is it to ſay 


that nothing leſs than Heaven is the pro- 


miſed Reward. And ſtill ſhall we find 
Difficulty not only to ſuffer with Joy, but 
even to ſuffer with Patience? Still ſhall 
we ſhew Horror and Repugnance for thoſe 
trivial Temptations of Tribulations, with 
which our eternal all- gracious Parent vouch- 
ſafes to try us and fit us for his Glory, as 
knowing that we never ſhall attain to it 
without them? Nay till ſhall we not only 


| thrink at the Scourges of our tender Divine 


Parent, but even flee every voluntary Morti- 
fication and Self-denial, and fly in the Face 
of Gop's Church whenever ſhe preſcribes us 
either? 7 27 3 
But could not Gop (youll ſay) ſecure 


Heaven to us at a cheaper Rate? Could 


not 
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<. not He find Means to ſave us, more eaſy 
<« to the Senſe, more grateful to our Inclina- 
* tions? Doubtleſs, He could have found; 
ſuch: But he has not. And with what Au- 
thority or Arrogance ſhall reptil Man 
preſume to ask , why he did not? 
The eternal Father could have found 
them for his beloved, only, guiltleſs Son: 
And yet he left him ſubject to Cold, to 
Hunger, to Pain, to Infamy to Death and 
every external Temptation, and made it 
neceſſary for Chriſt to ſuffer and ſo to 
enter into bis Glory. What Injury then . &. 1,4 
or Hardſhip have we to complain of, in xxiv. | 
that the . eternal Father ſhould make 
our Condition echo to that of his Divine 
Son with a like Neceſſity, and require that 
We alſo, by many Tribulations, ſhould enter 
into the Kingdom of Gor? + Horrid perver- +4 das ur. 
ſity! The Son of Gon ſhall have wrought 
the moſt ſtupendous of all Miracles in 
the Hypoſtatic Union of his Divine Nature 
with ours, merely ſor the ſake of ſuffering 
for us: And We ſhall arrogantly preſume 
to want Miracles to exempt us from ſuf- 
fering for our Benefit? Vet O Chriſtiansz, | 
is that Miracle at your own Diſpoſal, and 
it conſiſts in no more than This: Wiſely 
prevent your Sufferings with the Defire of 
Suffering, and you may blunt the Edge of 
them. But on the contrary to pray Gop 


not to afflict _ would be in You, O 
2 | Sinners, 
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| Sinners, the praying him to give you up a” 
Prey to Satan: In You, O Penitents, it 

would be ſolliciting the eternal Puniſh- 
ments which he thereby ſaves you from: 

In you, O Juſt, it would be importuning 
your Divine Parent to love you with leſs 
Tenderneſs, with a leſſer. Degree of Affec- 

tion: And in all of Vou, O dear loved Chri- 
ſtians who hear me, it would be practically. 

beſeeching Gop to diminiſh your eternal 

Bliſs; to eclipſe, perhaps, one Half of your 
future Glory. Ah! Believe me: If your 

love Gop never ask him ſuch a Favour. 

Believe me: If Gop loves you intenſely he 

will never grant it. We muſt then in this 

Life ſuffer to the End, and ſuffer without 
Comfort? Ves, we muſt. We have God's: 

gracious Promiſe: Thanks to him for it. 

The World ſball rejoice, but you ſhall be made 

*St. Feb /ad. * Vet, Chriſtians, - T /ay again, all the 

r neceſſary is in your own Reach. 

Ah! One Spark of pure Love for Gop:: 

One Spark of juſt Love for Vourſelves; ad 

your Sorrow ſhall be turn'd into Foy. Love 

but Gop above all things: Love yourſelves 

enough to aſpire to the Enjoyment of him; 

and I pronounce. you Triumphant over every 

Tribulation.” Pray that you. enter not into in- 

ternal Temptation; watch that you enter not 

into thoſe external Temptations which are in' 

League with your corrupt Nature, and man- 

r ſuffer the ſame Sprrit of Divine Love ta 


lead 


/ 


% 
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lead you to the Encounter of Temptations 
of Tribulation, by which Feſus was led into 


the Deſert to be tempted by them ; and, by the 
Aſſiſtance of Gop's Grace, you ſhall ſhare in 
his Victory, whoſe Example you endeavour: 
to imitate, And that you may be the better 
pre * for the Sufferings which Go 
ſhall pleaſe to ſend you, inure yourſelves to 
the Love of hiflerng: by previous Mortifica- 


tion and Penance. Inſtead of ſtudiouſſy 


ſeeking Means and Excuſes to wave the 
Maortification and Self-denial, which your 

Holy Mother the Church preſcribes to you 
in this Holy Penitential Time of Lent; 
embrace them with Joy practice them 
with Fervor, and improve them with ſuper- 
erogating Ingenuity. - A little ſincere Love 
for Gop and yourſelves will render the 
Task not only eaſ but delightful. It is 
your preſent 5 well as future Intereſt to 
have that Love. It is your Intereſt to 
Love: ſays St. Auguſtin. For no La- 
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<© bours are burdenſome to Lovers, but on 


<< the contrary afford Delight. It is even 
ſo, Chriſtians: Love is ſtrong as Death, 
and nothing is ſo difficult which Love _ 


not ſurmount. O! How ſweet muſt 


not be to obey and ſuffer out of Sympa — 
A darling Babe is not a lighter 999 to 
the fond Mother who gives it Suck than the 
moſt _ Grievance in this Life to _ 

N . Q 
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who paſſionately loves his Gop and his 
own Soul. Love Gop then, Chriſtian Souls: 
Once more, ere I conclude, Jay: Love 
God and love yourſelves; and the acuteſt 
Pains, the ſharpeſt Tribulations, fhall yield 
you Comfort even in this Life, and work 
you an eternal Crown of never ending 
Bliſs and Glory in the Life to come. 
Which I beſeech . Sc. Tn "the 
8 c. 


Firſt InvreTION of the PASSION, 


IN Grief, when arrived to the degree of 
Exceſs, Revered Auditors, there appears a 
Certain Something of ſuch majeſtic Solem- 

nity which All who behold mul obſerve, 
tho None can find Terms or Colours to 
deſcribe it. I can only ſay, that it com- 
mands or rather forces Reſpect, and with 
irreſiſtible Sway reigns deſpotic Sovereign 
over the moſt obdurate Hearts. It has all 
the Eloquence of the moſt ic Words 
without the Help of Expreſſion, and every 
Prerogative of Power, in-it's utmoſt Im 
rence. It melts Tyranny into Tenderneſs, 

Cruelty into Compaſſion, and Inhumanity 
into ſympathetic Mercy. In a word, Sole 
Subſtitute of Providence in time of Need, it 
dignifies Diſtreſs with a kind of Arbitrary 
TR over the Means of Relief: Witneſs an 

| _ Inſtance 


* 
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Inſtance which Hiſtory affords us. The Em- 
peror Domitian, no matter how, incurr'd 
the implacable Hatred of the People of 


Nome: A Hatred which Nothing leſs would 


ſuffice to ſatiate than the Maflaery of the 
hated Sovereign. The Exaperor Dead, judge 
You whether, or not, They who loſt all 
Reſpect for him, while living and in actual 
Poſſeſſion of Sovereign Authority, were ca- 
pable of obſerving any Reſpect for the Em- 
preſs his Widow, . Imperial Authority 
expired with the Life of her Imperial Lord. 
And yet what the Eminence of her Station 


could not, the Dignity of her Sorrow ob- 
Circumſtance 


tain' d. In this melancholy 
She appears in the Senate and demands 


Satisfaction and Juſtice for the barbarous 


Deed. The ſolemn Majeſty of her bs 4 
pearance, which prin ery, from 

Grandeur of her Birth and elevated Con- 
dition, ow'd all it's Efficacy to magnani- 
mous Diſtreſs, carried with it a venerable 


Dejection; ſuch a Dejèction as gas _ | 


only Pity but Reverence, not only 

- thetic Pain but irreſiſtible — 7 

| Beholders. The uninvited Tears, worn 
flowing from a Sea of Sorrow in her Breaſt, 
roll'd, like the Steams of a rapid Torrent, 
down her diſtreſsful Cheeks, were fincere 
Interpreters of her energic Silence; and the 
thick- riſing Sobs which for ſome time forbid 


her Voice it's Utterance, far more inſinuat- 
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ing than all the Eloquence of loud-tongued 
Lamentations, pierced to the Heart of every 
ſullen Senator and previouſly ſecured to her 
the Boon She had to crave, ere She could 
ſummon Words to ask it. As ſoon however 
as conquer'd Anguiſh recoil's within her, to 
make way for Expreſſion ; her Soul, divided 
amidſt the tumultuous Paſſions of Love and 
Hatred, Rage and Pity, Revenge and Tender- 
neſs, breathes-forth, in broken unconnected 
Accents, the Purport of her ſcarcely half- 
form'd Wiſhes. Such the Dilemma of a di- 
ſtrated Matron, when unnaturally widow'd 


of the tender Husband She valued as her 


Life and widow'd by the inhuman Parricide 
of her own Children whom She prizes more 
than Life: Such the diſconſolate Situation of 


our Empreſs. All then She demands, when 


Grief and Cruelty permit her to expreſs her 
Demands, is the Liberty to gather-up the 
ſcatter'd Remains of her butcher'd Lord, 
yet nakedly expoſed in the common Streets 
to all the rude, Inſults of a mercileſs Popu- 
lace, that She may give them an honourable 


- Barial..---- And how could ſo meek ſo mer- 
ciful ſo modeſt fo melting a Petition of guilt- 
leſs Dignity in the deepeſt Diſtreſs poſſibly 


meet with a Refuſal even from Savages? 
In reality it met with none — Her Re- 
queſt then obtain'd as ſoon as fignified, She 
ſends out her Domeſtics through the 
'Fown reſpectfully to take-up the disfigured 
. Members 
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Members of mangled Majeſty, wherever 
diſperſed; and, thus reſcued from riotous 


Irreverence, She cauſes them to be placed 


on the Summit of the Capitol, the moſt 
conſpicuous Place in all Rome, that in view 


of this Spectacle of daring Cruelty, Every 
Accomplice in the Bloody Fact, might 
ſhrink at the black Treaſon, and conceive }. 
a juſt Horror of the Enormity of his Guilt. 
I will try, She cries, if perchance I may 

«© not, by this Means, render the Image of 
their Barbarity for ever preſent to their 


Eyes; that their tortured Imagination 
© may never ceaſe to keep their Conſciences 
* awake to penitential Remorſe: In a word, 


te that, never forgetting the Exorbitance ok 


< their Crime, they may inceſſantly pre- 


e ſerve, in this Monument of my Grief, }. 
te racking ng of their own Guilt and . 


© Infamy.” 


The Church, Beloved, is now in deep 


Mourning on a like afflicting Occaſion. 
The Cauſe of her juſt Affliction is ſuch 
. as renders her Diſtreſs more infinitly -more 
affecting than that of any Mortal ever was 


or can be. Her Divine Spouſe has been 
aſſaſſinated, inbumanly aſſaſſinated; and 


Vou, O Chriſtians, You and I among the reſt 
have lent our Crimes to the bloody Parricide. 
It is true, that the unnatural Deed has been 


long ſince effected; and there are now almoſt 


eighteen Centuries, that She has been 
Vor. II. PIES - 0 widow'd 
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widow'd of the Delight of her Soul, But 
as a Loſs without Meaſure can. deſerve No- 
thing leſs than a Grief without End, the 


annual Reverfion of a mournful Memorial 
is the leaſt Tribute due to the Exceſs of her 


| Woe. The Time of this Memorial is re- 


turn'd, and the Cauſe of that mournful 
Dreſs She appears in at this ſacred Time is 


the Renewal of the Horror She has ever 


retain'd for the outrageous Deicide, It is 
hard indeed to ſay which afflifts her the 
moſt, the Remembrance of injured- Inno- 


cence, or the Sight of your Guilt. Her 


Love for her Divine Spouſe calls aloud for 


the Puniſhment of ſo unnatural a Butchery, 


and yet the Love She ſtill bears to You as 


her Children ſues for Mercy on the Butchers, 


Thus torn, thus divided by contraſting Af- 
fections, what Remedy can be applied to 
her Griefs? To do however what is in my 
Power to afford her Relief, I purpoſe, on 
next Good- Friday, mentally to gather-up 


the ſad Relics of the precious Body of her 


Divine Spouſe, in a mournful Contempla- 


3 tion of his Paſſion; in which I ſhall go in 


Spirit to all the Places where he was ill- 


treated, and take-up, as I go on, as many of 
the precious Drops of his Blood as I may. 
At the Pretorium and other Places I ſhall 


collect the Treaſures of ſacred Fleſh, which 
were torn from his blefled Frame: And 


when J have bathed them a little with your 
2 | "Pans 


Tears and my own from the pro dirt 
which our Sins have throyn on them, I ſhall 
expoſe them to the View of all penitent i- 
ners; and ſhall endeayour to fix the Image of 
his mangled Body in your Imagination, that, 
reſting ever preſent to your Memory, It may 
make way to every Heart which. is not impe- 
netrable, and remain there for Life. In ſhort, 
my Purpoſe in ſo doing is, that Such as by 
mortal Sin have contributed to. this Parri- 
cide, may, by having always before them 


the Object of their Crimes, conceive a juſt + » + 


| Horror of them, and never loſe Sight of the 
Matter of an endleſs Contrition. 
Such then of You, Chriſtians, as are not 
afraid of breaking with Sin and Satan, en- 
deavour to be preſent at the moving inte- 
reſting Scene. Murmur not at the Labour; 
nor grudge for one Day to ſhare in the 
dying Pains of Him who thought it not too 
much to die for you. And if the Thought 
of Sharing in his Pains ſhould terrify your 
Delicacy, chear- up your Self-Love with the 
Reflection on the Glory and Felicity which 
that Day's Meditation may cauſe you to 
ſhare-in, with him, in the Kingdom of 
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Lord! It is good for us to be here: If. 

Thou wilt, Let us make here Three Ta- 

bernacles, One for Thee, One for Moſes 
and One for Elias. | "TP 


. P in my laſt Sermon *. im. 
Pöotent Enemy to triumph over; 

in This, Chriſtians, I have a for- 
midable Foe to encounter. If the 
Tribulations of this Life are a Temptation, 
as undoubtedly they are; They are alſo pro- 
fitable to endure and eafy to ſurmount: 
And therefore may they, not only be 
grappled-with, but coveted. But the Plea- 
ſures of this Life are Temptations of a very 
different Kind, detrimental to the Spirit in 
their very Nature, and extremely difficult to 
conquer: Therefore ought they not only 4 
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be refiſted but ſhun'd: Temporal Afflictions | 
are external Temptations; ſo are temporal — 
_ Pleaſures; But there is this great Difference 
between them. The Former are in per 
tual War with our Paſſions; the Latter 
75 pa treacherous Correſpondence with them. 
The Former are the more eaſy to reſiſt, as 
Vourſelves are naturally diſpoſed to conſider 
them as Enemies: The Latter are ſo much 
the more dangerous to encounter as there 
is no perſuading you to apprehend any 
Enmity from them. The yery firſt Ad- - * 
vances of Tribulation You are” fo very ' 
watchful of your © own Accord to k 
| wide-of, that there is little Cauſe to fear 
your ever being over-power'd by the Ex- 
ceſſes of it: Whereas ſuch is your Eager- 
neſs, not to conquer, but to court preſent 
Enjoyment, that, even when it flees from 
your Approaches, you endeavour to cut off 
it's Retreat; and with puſillanimous Mean- 
neſs ſurrender to It at Diſcretion, -without 
Fighting, nay without Parley. Therefore | 
is there every Cauſe to fear your Ruin in 
it's remoteſt Advances. The Arrows which 
are foreſeen either wound not all or wound 
not ſo deeply': But the Dart which is level'd 
in the Dark ſeldom fails to aim ſurely and 
to penetrate quite home, Tribulations are 
| like ' generous Enemies who declare open 
| War and march to the Attack in Battle 
| 1 i but "oo Pleaſures are like thoſe 
. * 5 
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daſtardly Traitors who lurk in Ambuſh to 
convey Deſtruction in Diſguiſe: They pre- 
pare, as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes it, They pre- 
fare their Arrows in the Quver, that they 

may root at the Upright of Heart, Thoſe 
tempt us only by attacking us from with- 
out; but Theſe, while They outwardly *' 
beſiege our Hearts by flow and cover'd 
Approaches, carry-on a traiterous Cor reſ- 
pondence with our ſenſual Appetites within, 
in order to ſurpriſe and betray us. The 
Vigorous Aſſaults of Thoſe, the more furi- 
ouſly they aſſail us, the more do they urge 
us to confirm or renew our Dependence 
upon Gon; but Theſe, by ſoothing us into 
an Inſenſibility of. our Danger, wean us from 
every Dependence on Gop to make us abject 
| Slaves to the World: 'Thoſe, in a word, by 
* - ſhewing us in our Littleneſs and Inſuffici- 
i ency the Neceſſity of recurring to the Pro- 
tection of the Divine Grace, bring us often- 
times back to an intimate Alliance with 
J=svs. CHR1sT ; but Theſe by filling us 
with iSelf-Confidence and inebriating us with 
Preſumption 'block-up,our Souls from every 
Application to Chriſt. and his Grace, An 
Inſtance of Both, We have in the Apoſtles 
themſelves, The Diſciples with Jeſus in 
their Boat put out to Sea under Favour of 
a proſperous Gale of Wind: But no ſooner 
ate they got high in the Ocean, than the 
Fair Weather, like all earthly Proſperity, 
. clint 1 deſerting 
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deſerting them, ſhews itſelf only a Decoy to 
the Horrors which | ſucceed. A furious 
Tempeſt + ariſes, | the  Billows ſwell,” the 
adverſe Winds blow hard, the Veſſel 
. bulges and the ſcared. Apoſtles, really ab- 
ſent in Thought to Chriſt who was but 
ſeemingly aſleep to them, tremble for their 
own Safety. Each acts his Part; and All 
| with one Accord combine to exert their 
little Art, to baffle the rude Elements. 
But all in vain: The more they row and 
ſweat and toil, the greater grows the Danger 
with the encreaſing Storm: And They, 
mean-while, depending ſtill upon their little * 
Arts and Induſtry, forget the Heavenly Ma- 
jeſty they are freighted-with as much as if he 
was not with them, till their Diſtreſs aug- 
menting with their Danger alarms them to 
their Safety, and ſhews them in their Im- 
| eg the Neceſſity of applying for Re- 
ief to Him alone who had the Power to 
afford it. Their Tribulation it was then 
which ſpur'd them to apply to him, with, 
that famous Lord ſave us we periſh. * Tn *St.Marth 
this Goſpel, We find the ſame Diſciples 
abſorb'd' in Raptures of temporal Delight _ 
at the Sight of our Lord's Transfiguration on 1 
the Mount: And what Effect does it work in 
them ? Why,---- inſtead of lifting their Souls 
in amorous Afpirations to that ' celeſtial Bliſs 
of which their preſent ſenſitive Tranſports 
of Joy were but a faint Foretaſte, It de- 
preſſes 
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_ - preſſes their Spirits, to the Pleaſures of the 
Earth, weighs them down with groveling 


Deſires of continuing their preſent fleeting 
Satisfaction, and links their Aﬀections to ter- 
reſtial Enjoyment: Inſomuch that, forgetful 
of the nobler Pretenſions they have to the 
permanent Felicity which attends them, in 
Heaven, they conſider as a greater Good 
the eſtabliſhing their preſent Pleaſure upon, 


Earth. Lord! It is good for us to be 


here. Nay fo ſtrongly are they attach'd 
to the actual Enjoyment which tranſports 
their feeble Senſes, that they are even for 
bringing Heaven to protract it, by offering 
| to. erect Tabernacles to the Honour of 


Chriſt and his Saints. IF Thou wilt let 


us make Three Tabernacles, One for Thee, 


One for Moſes, and One for Elias. Thus 


capable are the moſt innocent Enjoyments 
of this Life of making us loſe Sight of 


the more ſolid Felicity of Heaven. But 


loſe Sight did 1 ſay? Rather ſhould 1 have 
ſaid, they are capable of making every 
thing which is heavenly a Matter of Terror 
to us, as they did to the Apoſtles: Who, 
inſtead of riſing from the Lethargy into 
- which their tranſient Tranquillity had lulld 
them, and ſoaring with Exſtacies of amorous 
Love to Heaven at the melodious Sound 
of the Divine Voice through the luminous 
Cloud, a upon their Face and were fore © 

afraid. 
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afraid. It is true their Pleaſure was of te 
moſt innocent Sort; in-as-much as it owed - 

all it's Being to the miraculous Unction of 

Heaven. But it was ſtill earthly ſenſitive 

Pleaſure, which they could not enjoy a Per- 
tuation of without renouncing the more 

* ſubſtantial Pleaſure of heavenly Bliſs, which 
was to ſucceed it: And * tho” inno- 

cent it was dangerous and ill-judged to 
fix their Hearts to It. In fact, the Holy 
Ghoſt tells us, by the Mouth of St. Mark, 
in their Juſtification, that, deſiring the Con- 
tinuation of that dangerous tho innocent 
Pleaſure on the Mount, they knew not what We” 

_ they ſaid.x n $6 st. Mark 

After what has been ſaid then, Who can“ 

doubt, Chriſtians, but that earthly Pleaſures - 
are of all external Temptations the moſt - 
dangerous to Salvation, becauſe of All the 
moll treacherous, and not only always 
difficult to conquer but even detrimental 
to ſuſtain, on account of the cloſe Correſ— 
pondence they keep- up with our Senſes 
and ſenſual Appetites? After having then 
taken ſome Pains to arm you againſt tze | 
Attacks: of temporal Tribulations, T ſhould M 
provide but ſlenderly for your Spiritual | 43 
Safety, if I left you expoſed to the lurking 4 
Enmity of earthly Pleaſures. Give me leave 
then to put you on your Guard againſt theſe 
falſe-and formidable (tho' feeble) Traitors to 
the Soul, by ſhewing you that all the Joys 

Vor. II. 1 i 9 
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of this Life are both formidable and feeble at 


once. They are formidable in their Friend- 


ſhip ; but extremely feeble in their Enmity. 
When they ſoothingly approach us, in the 
Guiſe of Friends, to gain Admittance into 
our Hearts; then it is that they are the moſt 
to be dreaded: But when they keep aloof, ' 


and, by breaking-off all Intercourſe with us, 


ſeem to declare open War with us; then it 


is that they have leſs Power to hurt us. In 
ſhort, what I mean to convince you of is, 


I. That there is the greateſt Danger 
in givng Earthly Pleaſures Admittance 
into our Hearts: Becauſe They are in- 
conſiſtent with preſent Happineſs and 
obſtructive to future Felicity: And . 

II. That the great Art of ne them 
uſeful is, to miſtruſt their Approaches and 
to renounce every internal Intercourſe 
with them from the very Beginning. | 


_ « Almighty Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
% who hast — for us a Kingdom 
of eternal infinit Delights tranſcendin 
every Power of Senſe on Earth to feel 
*« or to deſcribe ! Permit us not to forfeit 


" 


them for any ſordid fleeting Pleaſure of 


<« this Life. No: But ſince Thou has't 
& given us Souls too great by Nature to 
ede fill'd with Aught but thy ſubſtantial 


Glory; keep out of them whatever may 


** obſtruct the Plenitude of That. Make 
cc every 
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« and reſtleſs as thou has't made our Hearts 


40 on Earth, vouchſafe to keep them ſo, a 
till they repoſe in Thee our only Hap- 


« pineſs and Reſt,” 


I. That the Pleaſures of the Earth ſhould 
tempt us it is no Wonder: And to ſhun 
the Temptation intirely, is abſolutely im- 


poſſible while we remain in this Fleſh, Our 


very Exiſtence is center'd in the mid'ſt of 
temporal Pleaſures: Let us turn our Senſes 
- whither-ever we will pleaſing Objects pre- 
ſent themſelves before us: Let us fix our 
Abode in the City or in the Deſert, there 
will never be wanting Matter of Earthly En- 


joyment to allure our Senſes and flatter our 
Imagination with the Promiſe of mighty 


Pleaſure, in order to gain Admittance in 
our Hearts, And here lies all the Danger, 
While we keep our Hearts free from every 
Attachment to Them, all the Objects 


once we open our Hearts to them and give 


way to the flattering Senſations they endea- ; 


- your to affect us with; Adieu to all our tem- 


poral Happineſs: Adieu to our eternal 


| Safety. Adieu to Peace and Innocence. 
But what! Is not earthly Pleaſure one kind 


of earthly Felicity? How then can earthly - 


Pleafure exiſt without earthly Felicity ? A 


I 2 _ Chriſtians! 


every tranſient Pleaſure taſteleſs to us 


around us can only tempt us externally 
but can never injure or endanger us. But if 
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Chriſtians! How? The Pleaſures of the Earth 
are but the Appearance of Felicity, a mere 
Decoy to overthrow that Chriſtian Peace 
which only can ſubſiſt in the immediate 
Union of the Soul with Gop. And if they 
did not put on the Appearance of Felicity, 
they would not be the Traitors they are. 
The Danger then lies in truſting to the falſe 
Appearances of Earthly Pleaſures which 
carry ever with them the Obſtruction of 
all ſolid Happineſs even in this Life. With- 
out Peace there is no Happineſs and there 
are no Earthly Enjoyments capable of af- . 
fording one Minute's Peace, Power, Sen- 
ſual Delight, Vain Praiſes, and Sordid Lucre 
are the grand Pleaſures which flatter Man- 
kind mach the Promiſe of Happineſs, they 


have not to give. e vat] 
. Abſalom was one melancholy Inſtance of 
this Truth. The gaudy Trappings of regal 
Authority preſent themſelves to his cheated 
Imagination in the borrow'd Dreſs of Happi- 
| . neſs. The Homage render'd to his Royal 
Parent, the ſplendid Palace, the gay A 
pearance of a numerous Court of Nobles, the 
_ ſumptuous Entertainments, the beauteous 
Train of Concubines, the choſen Bands of 
Muſic, the Flattery, Obedience, and chearful 
Services of a whole populous Nation ; 
All which ſeem the inſeparable Atten- 
dants of the Throne: All ſmiling promiſe 
him, in the Poſſeſſion of them, the endleſs 


Enjoyment 


8 
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| Enjoyment of unbounded Happineſs. But ah 


Fond, unexperienced Youth! Truſt not to 


the gay Illuſion. The Happineſs which Thou 


| purſue'ſt is but a Phantom Roſe, the ſur- 


rounding Thorns of which are real, tho 


Paſſion ſcreens them from thy Obſervation. 


But ! To what Purpoſe parley with a Man 
whoſe Senſes are abandon'd to the Diſcre- 
tion of Sycophancy? The Traitor-Pro- 


ſpect flatters him, and He fooliſhly yields 
his Heart to it's Deceit. In a word, Abſa- 


lam, charm'd into Compliance, accepts the 
deluding Invitations of Sovereign Power, 
and parts with Peace with Honour, with 
Happineſs and Life. O the Anxieties | 
which now torment him! O the Tumults, . 
which Fear and Hope, and Doubt and 


PDaringneſs, raiſe in his hurried Mind! 


Nature with all the Eloquence of Blood 


exerts her Voice to ſhock his yet unharden'd 
Heart ; while bold Ambition labours to ſtag- 


nate every Emotion of Remorſe, Care now 


takes Place of calm Serenity; and eve 


Incident which favours or obſtructs the raſh | 


Purſuit, rends him alike between the rack- 
ing Thoughts of Probability and Incer- 
tainty. Gloomy Suſpicion, black Enmity 
and peace-deſtroying Danger rob him of 


every Interval of Inaction which offers 


Reſt. A Father dethroned, expell'd from 


his Metropolis, and perſecuted even to 


Death by an unnatural Faction of his 
ALT 44 | raiſing, 


i 
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Chriſtians! How? The Pleaſures of the Earth 


are but the Appearance of Felicity, a mere 


LH Decoy to overthrow that Chriſtian Peace 


Union of the Soul with Gop. And if they 


which only can ſubſiſt in the immediate 


did not put on the Appearance of Felicity, 
they would not be the Traitors they are. 
The Danger then lies in truſting to the falſe 
Appearances of Earthly Pleaſures which 
carry ever with them the Obſtruction of 


all ſolid Happineſs even in this Life, With- 


out Peace there is no Happineſs and there 
are no Earthly Enjoyments capable of af- 
fording one Minute's Peace. Power, Sen- 
ſual Delight, Vain Praiſes, and Sordid Lucre 
are the grand Pleaſures which flatter Man- 
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have not to give. ODER | 
. Abſalom was one melancholy Inſtance of 


kind with the Promiſe of Happineſs, they 


this Truth. The gaudy Trappings of regal 


Authority preſent themſelves to his cheated 
Imagination in the borrow'd Dreſs of Happi- 


neſs, The Homage render'd to his Royal 


Parent, the ſplendid Palace, the gay A 
pearance of a numerous Court of Nobles, the 


_ ſumptuous Entertainments, the beauteous 
Train of Concubines, the choſen Bands of 


Muſic, the Flattery, Obedience, and chearful 
Services of a whole populous Nation ; 
All which ſeem the inſeparable Atten- 
dants of the Throne: All ſmiling promiſe 
him, in the Poſſeſſion of them, the endleſs 
| | Enjoyment 
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Enjoyment of unbounded Happineſs. But ah 
Fond, unexperienced Youth | Truſt not to 
the gay Illuſion. The Happineſs which Thou 
purſue'ſt is but a Phantom Roſe, the ſur- 

' rounding Thorns of which are real, tho 
Paſſion ſcreens them from thy Obſervation. + 
But! To what Purpoſe parley with a Man 
whoſe Senſes are abandon'd to the Diſcre- 
tion of Sycophancy? The Traitor-Pro- _ 
ſpect flatters him, and He fooliſhly yields 
his Heart to it's Deceit. In a word, A.. 
lam, charm'd into Compliance, accepts the 
deluding Invitations of Sovereign Power, 
and parts with Peace with Honour, with 
Happineſs and Life. O the Anxieties 
which now torment him ! O the Tumults, 
which Fear and Hope, and Doubt and 
Daringneſs, raiſe in his hurried Mind! 
Nature with all the Eloquence of Blood 
exerts her Voice to ſhock his yet unharden'd 
Heart ; while bold Ambition labours to ſtag- 
nate every Emotion of Remorſe, Care now 
takes Place of calm Serenity; and every 
= Incident which favours or obſtructs the raſh 
| Purſuit, rends him alike between the rack- 
ing Thoughts of Probability and Incer- 
tainty. Gloomy Suſpicion, black Enmity 
and peace-deſtroying Danger rob him of 
every Interval of Inaction which offers 
Reſt. A Father dethroned, expell'd from 
his Metropolis, and perſecuted even to 
Death by an unnatural Faction of his 
Se ds | _ raiſing, 
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raiſing, tortures his Conſcience, ſtings his 


Soul and lodges a gnawing Viper in his 


Breaſt, A Father yet exiſting, yet living 
in the Hearts of the ſounder Part of his 
People, a Fond Father baſely injured and 


who one Day, by ſudden turn of Fortune, 


may be able to puniſh the unnatural Re- 
bellion, is a conſuming Worm which robs 
even inſolent Ambition of Content. No 


Matter, Ab/Jalom : No Matter, ambitious 


Youth, Thou has't gone too far now to. 
make a ſafe Retreat. All muſt be hazarded, 
now all has been attempted. Even take 
Poſſeſſion of the Royal City, e' en ſeize the 


Royal Concubines, and hazard a deciſive 


Battle to rid thyſelf, in the Death of an 
obnoxious Parent, of every Obſtacle to the 


Happineſs Thou aſpireſt to. Who knows 


but that the Power which, at ſo much 
Coſt of Peace, deceives thee in thy Purſuit 
of it, may over-pay thee in the Poſſeſſion ? 
But Poſſeſſion] methinks I hear him 
* cry in melancholy Soliloquy, Poſſeſſion 
* Would I were ſure of that! That would 
< repay me every Torture, the Attempt 
e has coſt me. O that I never had attemp- 


© ted or that I might be ſure of the de- 


* fired Succeſs! But Ah! Who can aſſure 
me of Succeſs? Who can aſſure me that 
be theſe unnatural Rebels, who baſely ſecond - 
“ my Ambition, will not as treacherouſly 
* betray the Son as they have done the 

” Father 
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Father? O curſed, curſed Luſt of Power 
O flattering ' falſe Ambition! O that I 
had truſted. leſs. to thy deceitful Pro- 


miſes and never given thee Admittance 


into this Heart! What Cares, What 
Dangers, Difficulties, Hardſhips and Per- 
plexities had I been ſtill a Stranger to? 


What tho I ſhould uſurp my Father's 


Crown; has he not yet an Army of 
faithful Subjects at his Command to ſtrip 
me of it? What tho' that Army be but 
ſmall ; has he not yet the Voice of 
Nature, Juſtice, - Love and Gratitnde: 


and Pity to raiſe him daily freſh Re- 
cruits? What tho'I ſeize the preſent 


Opportunity. of my. ſuperior Forces to 
hazard a- deciſive Battle? If Fortune 
ſhould declare againſt me; lo] All my 


towering Hopes 


Soul and robs me of all Quiet? But, Huſh 


intruding Reaſon! Thou come eſt, too 


late: Ambition muſt be gratified. But 


Ah the miſerable ambitious Vouth! Had 


be but yielded to the Voice of Reaſon ; ' 
had he refuſed Admittance; or, once ad- 
| ed, chaſed from his Heart in ee 


— the 


are overthrown: And 

if J gain the guilty Victory, can Royal 
Power cancel Royal Guilt, or ſilence the 5 
Blood of my aſſaſſinated Parent? Can all 
the Charms of Monarchy ſtifle; that ran- 
corous Remorſe, with which the yet un- 
perpetrated Parricide already rends my 
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the Traiterous Illuſion; what Miſery and 
Shame and Vengeance might he not 1255 
eſcaped? But, Luſt of Power deceived 
him with the falſe Magic of apparent 
Happineſs, to court it's ſeeming Smiles; 
and like an Ignis Fatuus, after leading 
him through every, Maze of Miſery, ' at 


the expence of Peace, of Honour, of Con- 
. ſcience, Reſt and Safety, the gay Illuſion 


ended in a ſhameful Death. So vain is 
it to ſeek even earthly Peace and Happi- 


neſs in the Purſuit of Power. 


But why ſo, you'll. ſay? Abſolom pur- 
« ſued it in an unlawful Manner, and 


* therefore no wonder he never attain'd 


<< to. the Poſſeſſion of it. But is that any 
* Argument that the Poſſeſſion of Power 
is not attended with earthly Happineſs? 


I anſwer: Ab/ahom was, in all probability, 


in a fair way to obtain it. His Diſap- 

intment then is at leaſt an Argument 
that the Purſuit of earthly Power is at 
beſt but precarious; and therefore it can 
never be prudent or ſafe to renounce 
the ſolid Felicity of preſent Peace of Mind 
and Conſcience, to purſue the uncertain 
Poſſeſſion of Power, in which we never 
can promiſe ourſelves Happineſs, however 
innocently - we may poſſeſs it. David 


| himſelf poſſeſs'd it not only ſplendidly bat 


innocently ſince he received it from Gop: 


| himſelf; and yet with what Cares what 


* 
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Toils, what Dangers, what Perplexities, 
was not his Poſſeſſion of Power embitter'd ? 
This then, with the Inſtance I have juſt 
given you in the Rebellion of the unhappy 
Abſalom, may ſuffice to convince You, 
Chriſtians, that, whatever Appearances 
earthly Power ever ſo eagerly purſued or 
ever fo lawfully obtain'd may aſſume, it is 
generally inconſiſtent with real Felicity 
even in this Life: Since Peace ſubfides 
where Power advances. Ah Deareſt Audi- 
tors! Why then ſo anxious to lord it over 
your Fellow Creatures ? Why ſo reſtleſs to 
obtain this Poſt, to ſollicit that Employ, 
to arrive at that Charge ? Surely You forget 
that diſheartening Truth of the Holy-Ghoſt: 


. 


_ The Powerful ſhall be powerfully tormented. » * Wild,” | 


Believe me then, that, even in a natural 
Senſe, the pleaſing Proſpects, with which 
diſtant Power endeavours to tempt our Ambi- 
tion, are a very dangerous Temptation which 
levels at nothing leſs than the intire De- 
ſtruction of our Felicity in this Life, as 
well as our eternal Happineſs in the next. 
The Royal Daviy however, tho bur- 
dend with the Weight of Monarchy and 
the Load of a vigorous War, enjoy'd for 
one while a profound Tranquillity within 
himſelf: A Tranquillity which was not the 
Gift of Power, but of the good” Uſe he 
made of a Power poſſeſt without Attach- 
ment. In this State of Serenity it was that, 
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taking the Air one Day on the Top of his 
Palace, He unhappily beheld the wanton 
Bathſbeba bathing herſelf in her Domeſtic 
Bath. The unexpected Scene attracts the 


unguarded King's Attention; he * 
| E 


proaches nearer, and eagerly ſurveys th 
beauteous dangerous flattering deceitful 
Object: And ſoon the diſtant Proſpect 
ſwells in his inflamed Imagination with 


improving Promiſes of unalloy'd Delight 


to every Senſe, till ſenſual Delectation, in 
cloſe Intelligence with his concupiſcential 
Faculties, ſteals undiſcover'd una ected to 
his yielding Heart and takes intire Poſſeſtion 

of it. O fatal, fatal Curioſity ! O what 
Changes of Scene does this one treacherous 
Scene produce! No more can we fee in 


David that ſteady peaceful noble Calm, 


of Conſcience which ſweetens princely 
Care and renders every Burden: Light, 
No more appears in Court gay guiltleſs 
Converſation heighten'd by communicative 
Innocence in a Royal Pattern. But all is 
now dark Miſtery, Intrigue, Perplexity 
and ſecret Scheme, how . to compleat the 


black Deſign, without Diſgrace or Danger. 
Now Sovereign Prerogative inſolently argues 


for Oppreſhon; then conſcious Guilt, in 
league with Fear of Treachery and ſecret 
Vengeance from an exaſperated injured 
Subject, rages with deſtructive Jealouſy : 
And baſe Adultery muſt be repair'd with 
baſer 
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baſer Maſſacry. O hapleſs Monarch! How 
groſly did not the flattering Proſpect of 
ſenſual Delight deceive thee? How dearly 
did'ſt Thou not purchaſe a few giddy 
Minutes of fulſome Pleaſure? O what 
Fears, what Doubts, what Jealoufies, what 


Hopes tormented thee in the Purſuit- Oo 


what Guilt, what Miſtruſts what Shame, 
what Reſtleſſneſs, what Diſappointment and 


| Remorſe did not attend on. thee in the 
Poſſeſſion! O what Crimes! O what Puniſh- 


ments! O what endleſs Repentance and 
Penance ! But ah deluded Prince! Happy 
for Thee it was that the Illuſion ended in 
Repentance: Elſe had thy temporal Scourges 


been ſucceeded by eternal Vengeance. Elfe 
to the Loſs of Peace and Innocence and Reſt 


and temporal Happineſs Thou would'ſt 


have added the Loſs of everlaſting Happineſs, 


the Loſs of Gop for all Eternity. Such, 
Beloved, Auditors ſuch are the Fruits which 
ſenſual Pleaſure is big with, to Thoſe whom 


it decoys into an Attachment to it with 
ſpacious flattering Promiſes of what it never 


has to give. a 
But Flattery of every kind is impotent and 
barren, of Good. Whatever ſenſitive Titilla- 


. . . 
tion we may conceive or promile to ourſelves 


from public Praiſes, It's Conſequences are 
838 fatal. The natural Tendency of 
raiſe, or juſt or groundleſs, is to puff us up 


with Pride and vain Preſumption of ourſelves 


ä which 


r U 
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vrhich ſeldom fails to hurry us unguardedly 
to Ruin; by urging us to ſuch Purſuits as 
rob us, while we are intent upon them, of 
Peace, of Reſt, and often- times of Virtue, 
even where they ſucceed: And where our 
Enterprizes miſcarry, we are ſure of loſing 
our Fame, or Subſtance, or at leaſt our 
Time, and of ſtill remaining wider of Hap- 
pineſs than before. What loſs d poor A- 
falom but the empty Praiſes of a flattering 
Tribe of Courtiers, whoſe Sycophancy in 
all probability firſt bewitch'd him with the 
Luſt of Sovereign Power? O ' vain Nebu- 


 chadonazor! O inſolent vain-glorious Mo- 


narch! Had'ſt Thou never given admittance 
in thy Heart to the deceitful Attractives of 
unavailing Praiſe; would'ſt thou ever, by 
aſpiring to Divine Honours, have ſunk thy- 
ſelf to the infamous Society of Beaſts ? 
No, Chriſtians, no: It was the Love of 
Praiſe and vain Eſteem which ſtripp'd that 
vain Prince of Honour, Power, Eaſe and 
Peace and Happineſs. And tis the Same 
which intoxicates the Major Part of Chri- 
ſtians, and plunging them into inextricable 


Labyrinths of Error, widens them daily 


more and more even from the Happineſs 
of this Life; which they ſo eagerly yearn- 
after but ſeek in vain, by ſeeking every 
where but where It may be found. 
Tou, I know, O Miſers, think your- 
ſelves the ſureſt of Succeſs in the 3 

| _ 
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of earthly Pleaſures. You i imagin all earthly 
Enjoyment center'd in the Accumulation 


of Wealth: And the daily Succeſs of your 
. Frauds and the ſwelling Heaps which your 


growing Avarice * produces are ſubſtantial 


Proofs with you, that You are not miſtaken, . 


But ah ſelf-deluding Wretches! In what does 
your Happineſs conſiſt? In ſtarving amidſt 
Abundance ? In toiling for Others, and 
reaping no Comfort or Advantage from 
your Toils? Does Happineſs conſiſt in the 


bare reſtleſs, ſleepleſs, laborious vain Purſuit . 
of It? Ah! Who then in his Senſes would 


\ covet to behappy, if Labour in vain is all 


which is meant by being happy? Examin but 


the Conduct of a Man of Avarice, Chriſtians : 
And what more inconſiſtent? What Pains 


he takes to improye the ſordid Subſtance ; 


which engroſſes his Affections! What weary 


Steps! What unwearied Aſſiduity in his Af- 


fairs to purchaſe cheap, to ſell with groſs 
Advantage | What Sweats! What lengthen'd 
Watches! What rigorous Abſtemiouſneſs! 


What Hunger Thirſt and Cold and Want 
of Neceſſaries, ſhall he not ſpontaneouſly 


6g 


endure to reek together the ſordid glit= 


tering Filth he feaſts his Eyes on and 


centers all his Pleaſure in! And to what 


End? To graſp at ano ag in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of it. Abd does he ever reach that 


Happineſs? He reach it? No, His Avarice 


with his Hoard encreaſes. The * | 


deceitful Invitation? 


On the Second SuwpAV in L E NT. 
he gains the more he is in want of All 
Things: And that deteſted Narrowneſs of 
Soul which firſt induced him, with the 


deceitful Promiſes of future Reſt, to ſeek 
his ſovereign Felicity in Riches, will not 


rmit him to enjoy them when acquired, 
but keeps him ever on the Rack of Eager- 


' neſs for more; tortures him with a Thou- 


ſand Fears of being rob'd, deceived, aſſaſ- 
ſinated; gnaws him with ten thouſand A 

prehenſions of leſſening that Stock he gladly 
would but cannot carry with him to another 
World; grinds him with unnumber'd Fears 
of living yet to want; and in the midſt 


of Plenty ſtarves him with Fear of being 


ſtarved. Tell me, O Chriſtians, how vain 


are not the Toils of ſuch a Wretch to reach 
Felicity; who, in his il|-contrived Purſuit, 
lives all his Minutes, in this Life, a Stranger 


to Peace, to Eaſe, to Sleep, to Reſt, to 


Comfort, Joy and every reaſonable Enjoy- 
ment: Lives, in a word, or rather dies, in. 
every Inſtant of his Exiſtence here, an ago- 
nizing Life or lingering . Death; and dies 
only to be buried in Hell, only to con- 


clude a Life of voluntary Wretchedneſs 


with involuntary everlaſting Death ? What 
Charms then are there in earthly Power, 
ſenſual Delight, unfruitful Praiſe or ſordid 
Lucre, to juſtify or even to excuſe our 
Raſhneſs in yielding our Hearts to their 


But, 
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But, You'll anſwer me: This is not 
* the Fault of earthly Pleaſures in them- 
te ſelves, but of Us in uſing them with 
„ criminal Attachment or ſeeking them 
* with guilty Methods. We own that 
te every Pleaſure of this Earth muſt ceaſe 
ee to be ſuch from the Moment it oppoſes 
te Innocence or Virtue.. But ſurely there 
© are Pleaſures in this Life which may be 
s poſleſt, nay purſued with a ſafe unſullied 
- & Conſcience. And ſurely Innocent Enjoy- 
ments whether ſeated in Power, ſenſitive 
Delight or Fame or Riches, can neither 


©© be obnoxious to our temporal nor to our 


ec eternal Happineſs.” But Hold, Beloved, 


Hold. There is egregious Sophiſtry in this. 


Doubtleſs there is no Evil in the Pleaſures 


themſelves nor in the Enjoyment of them, 
if they be poſſeſt with Innocence and Peace; 
or Gop would not have created them for 
Man. But the Grand Difficulty lies in the 
Art of purſuing or poſſeſſing them with 
Peace or Innocence. Since the Fall of 
Man, ſuch is the Corruption of our Nature 


and ſuch the Intelligence which that Cor- 


ruption keeps-up with every earthly Plea- 
ſure that it is morally impoſſible to purſue 


or to poſſeſs Many of thoſe Pleaſures with- - 


out more or leſs Detriment to Conſcience; 


And yet J will allow, that, as I have already 


ſhewn you in the foregoing-Inſtances, there 
are Some few Remains of Pleaſure left 


not 


* 
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not beyond the Reach of Chriſtian Vir- 


tue but what they may be purſued and 


even poſleſt in ſome degree without Pre- 


judice to Virtue, A Prince for Example | 


may without a Crime take Poſſeſſion of the 
Crown,” which is devolved to him by In- 
heritance or free Election, and may diſpute 
it with an Unjuſt Intruder. A Noble- 


man or Plebeian may aſpire to a Poſt or 


Charge or Dignity for which he is qualified, 


ſo his Purſuit be carried on by lawful 
Methods. A Married Perſon may with 


| 


Safety indulge the ſenſitive Appetites in 


matrimonial Pleaſures with Prudence. De- 
cency and Temperance. All, Men may, 
and few Men fail to, be deſirous of a 


Reputation: And every Man is bound by 


virtuous Means to labour to eſtabliſh his 
Good- Name. To aim then at a certain 


Degree of Fame, ſo far from being unlaw- 


ful is commendable. Nor is it leſs com- 


mendable by. honeſt Induſtry to aſpire to 
Riches in-a moderate Manner : For Riches 


as they are a Means to enable us to practice 


Many Virtues, are in themſelves an inno- ' 


cent defirable Good, Still is it very dan- 
gerous both to our temporal and eternal 


Happineſs, to give Entrance in our Hearts 


to any the leaſt Attachment to theſe or any 
other as Innocent Pleaſures of the Earth. 
Nay every Attachment to them is abſo- 


- lutely inconſiſtent with that Temporal , 


Peace 
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Peace in which alone conſiſts the little 


_ earthly Happineſs We may aſpire-to: In-as- 
much-as, by the Fall of Man, not only 
Man's Nature, but even every other Being 
with regard to him is changed ; Gop having 
inſeparably annex'd to every. Pleaſure a 


Portion of Care and Pain and Difficulty, 


as well in it's Poſſeſſion as in it's Purſuit : 
And this he has done in puniſhment of the 


ill Uſe which Man made of thoſe earthly 


| Pleaſures at a time when he might have 

taſted them pure and unalloy'd. So that 
naw. not even the innocent neceſſary Solace of 
eating for the Support of Life is to be pur- 
chaſed but at the Price of painful Induſtry. 


In the Sweat of thy Brow, ſays Gop to. 


Every-One of us in the Perſon of Apam, 
ShaPt Thou eat thy Bread.“ 


What Pleaſure ſo innocent can we form 


to ourſelves, which muſt not coſt us the 


Price of our Tranquillity to purſue and poſ- 


# Geneſis . 


ſe? To obtain this Poſt, that Charge, tho 


ever ſo due to our Merit, what Toils, what 
Bubmiſſions muſt not we go through? What 


Anxieties? What Induſtry ? What Study? 


What Attendance? To keep it, what un- 
| wearied Diligence is not neceſſary? What 


Application! What Circumſpection! What 


Labour, Time, and Pain and Patience! 
And O the Doubts, the Fears, the Ap- 
prehenſions, at every Poſſibility of loſing 


it! Beſides the Jealouſies and Grudges and 


Vox. II. L Diſzuſts 
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ful Eglantine, has it's Briars too; and Thoſe 
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Diſguſts and Calumnies and Plots and Trea- 


cheries and Wily Circumventions of the 


Envious, which . muſt be patiently endured 


and prudently diſſembled to poſſeſs it with 
any Safety to Intereſt Honour Life or Con- 
ſcience. Is it a guiltleſs Pleaſure to poſſeſs 
in Wedlock this amiable Perſon? O the 
Thick Sprigs of pointed Thorns which muſt 
be gather'd with this ſpecious Roſe! O the 
Diverſity of Tempers | O the too ſoon diſ- 
cover'd Imperfections in Each-othey! O the 
Wane of a firſt Violence of Paſſion! O the 

Jealouſies attending an Exceſs of Love! O the 


"Doubts, the Fears, the Animoſities, on 


one Side and the other, cauſed by Jealouſy ! 
O the Pangs of Child-bearing ! O the Cares 
in the Education of a numerous Offspring 


O the Agonies when they prove untoward! 


O the Anguiſh when* the Tractable are 
Sick or unfortunate! O the living Deaths 
when they muſt be reſign'd to Death! O 
the Rack of Diſagreement with an odious 


Partner! O the heart-rending Griefs at 
ſeparating from a loved and loving Conſort ! 
O Poverty! O Sickneſs! O Death! O the 


innumerable untold Thorns with which the 


\ Pleaſures of the Marriage State are generally 


beſet! And is the gaudy Flower of human 
Praiſe, however juſtly given more eaſy 


to enjoy with unalloy'd Delight? No, Chri- 


ſtians, no. That, like the fragrant grace- 


acute 


. 


acute Ones. One juſt Encomium ſhall 
raiſe a thouſand -Obloquies, ten thouſand 
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Lies. Praiſe, if unjuſt, unmasks you to 


your Friends; and, if well-grounded, ex- 
poſes You to all the Malice of your Ene- 
mies whom it excites with Envy, To ſtudy 


how to merit Men's Eſteem is wiſe: To, 


ſtudy how to get it is rank Folly, Since 
Nothing is more capable of rendering us 


obnoxious to private Hatred than public 


"Eſteem. And vain is it to think that pub- 


lic Eſteem will over-balance private En- 
mity, No, no: David is an Inſtance of 
the contrary. „ be 

Fraught with Victory and laden with 


Glory, the magnanimous Youth was return-- 


ing Triumphant from the Defeat of the 


_ Gigantic Philiſtin, when the People, to re- 


ward his Bravery with the Marks of their 
Eſteem, came forth to receive him with 
loud Acclamations of Joy: For he was ac- 


cepted in the. Eyes of all the People... 


doubt of the public Eſtem he was in, The 
very Women who came forth from all the 
Tribes of Iſrael, finging and dancing to 
Saul the King, in Timbrels of Foy and 
in Cornets, ſung, playing and ſaying SAUL 
HAS SMOTE A THOUSAND AND DaviD 
TzNn-Tnovsand. * O the Noble Enco- 
mium! O the exalted Panegyric in Brief! O 
the flattering Proof of merited Eſteem ! How 
max EN Fs | elated, 


Moreover . . . . To leave him no Room to 


* 1 Kings 
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ſirable Happineſs in Life, if not of Life itfelf. 
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elated, how pleaſed, how tranſported would 
not You be, O Chriſtians; could you but 
attain to the like Honours? David however. 
had no cauſe to be ſo, For O the Jealouſies! O 
the Malice, the Hatred, the Rage which they 
excited in the Breaſt of Saul againſt him, 
and which Nothing leſs would fatiate than 
the Stripling's Blood. It would really move 
Compaſſion and Indignation in a Savage, 
to ſee the Young Warrior juſt ' return'd 
from reſcuing his Native Country out of 


the Jaws of Ruin and Infamy, inſtead of 


receiving the due Premium of his Valour, 
perſecuted to Death with open Violence 
and ſecret 'Freachery ; and, Exile in his 
Native. Land, obliged to ' flee from Place 


to Place, from Town to Town, from Wil- 


derneſs to Wilderneſs; compell'd to ſeek 
his Safety in wandering among Strangers, 
in Beggary, in playing the Madman: And 
all this for what? Merely for having meri- 
ted public Eſteem and received an uncourted , 
Mark of it in noiſy unavailing Praiſes from 
a few Women. Go then, Chriſtians : And 
if you deſerve more that David; if you 
are ſafer from Envy and Enmity than 


David; even purſue the vain Eſteem the 


empty Praiſes you may perhaps obtain, But 
if otherwiſe ; have a Care you do not dearly 


pay the Acquiſition at the big Price of Peace, 


of Reſt, of Eaſe and Health and every de- 


Riches 
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Riches as I have already hinted, if we 


* 
1 * 
\ 
. * 
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confider nothing in them but the Oppor- 


tunities they afford us of doing Good, are 


a-defirable Pleaſure ; Bat then, if we con- 


fider alſo the many Cares and Pains and Con- 


finements and Anxieties which muſt be 


endured to acquire that Pleaſure even in a 


lawful Way, contented Mendicity is a 


happier State. But why do I ſay, happrer, 
than where there is no Happineſs at all? 
Alas, Who would wiſh to be happy, if Hap- 


pineſs conſiſts in being the Butt of Envy, 


the Mark of Thieves, the Sport of Fortune, 
the Dupe of Knavery ; befieged by Flat- 
teregs, ſurrounded by Leeches, impriſon'd 


by Formality ; daily liable to be bereft of 
and Life, by Syco- _ 


Subſtance Reputatior 7co- 
phants, by Traitors, by Lawyers, by Rob- 


bers; by Perjury, by Tyranny, by falſe. 


Plots, by real Conflagrations Storms Re- 
volutions Murders and infinit other Dangers 
which attend the Rich, and of which the 
Beggar never feels a Fear? Go perſuade a 
Rich Man to be as much in peace as, 
much at Reſt, amidſt theſe numerous Perils, 
as the Poor Man wrapt-up in ragged Safety. 
But there is no Language which can have 
the Power of Perſuaſion againſt Experience. 
Too ſenſibly are the Rich affected with 
their not ill-grounded Fears, to have any 
denſe of the Bleſſing of inward Peace: 
And without inward Peace what Happinefs 
2 5 | can 
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can there be. O Chriſtians then, dear- 
loved Chriſtians! What Happineſs can you 
1+ 0m to yourſelves in the Purſuit or Poſ- 

on of earthly Power ſenſual Delight, 
vain Praiſe or ſordid Riches or any other 
if there be any other, Pleaſure of this 
Earth; when All or Any of them evi- 
dently coſt you the Price of Peace and 
Safety the only valuable Bleſſings in this 
LT: 

But I remember to have heard of a cer- 
tain Phyſician, who, for the ſake of the 
Antidotes, had fo long and fo frequently 
ſwallow'd Poiſons of all Sorts till at length _ 
they grew ſo familiar to him that Nothing 
but the ſtrongeſt Poiſons would nouriſh 
him: And this I take, Chriſtians, to be 
pretty much your Cafe. 80 long and ſo 
repeatedly have you endured nay hunted 
after thoſe lurking Miſeries which empoiſon 
every Enjoyment of this Life, that Many 
of You can find Nothing in them of bitter, 
Nothing deſtructive, Nothing but what 
Cuſtom has ſo ſeaſon'd to your depraved 
Appetites as to take from them every Ap- 
pearance of Evil. I would leave you there- 
fore to enjoy the Miſeries, which, under 
the gilded Leaf of nominal Pleaſure, you 
ſwallow ſo eagerly and feed upon fo. 
leiſurely; if all the Miſchief ended here. 
If there was Nothing worſe in the Pleaſures 
of this World than there was in Jonathan's 


Honey, 
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Honey, a fimple Taſte of which was big J 
with temporal Death; I could bear, 6; _ 

ſome Degree of Patience, that Men, that = 

Chriſtians, run ſo precipitately in ſearch 
of them. In a word, if earthly Pleaſures = 

were, obſtructive to our Happineſs only in 
this Life; I would ſtifle my Concern at the 

| Infatuation of Mankind for preſent 

E njoyment ; I would ſee them hug Miſery 

in the Embraces of a pleaſing Shadow and 

would ſay nothing. But who can forbear 
ſpeaking, who does but conſider how very 
much the Phantom Pleaſures of this Life 99 
are apt to wean the Heart of Man from 
every Deſire, nay from every Remembrance of 
of Heaven. A lively Inſtance we have of this 

in the preſent Goſpel. Ps. 

- Our Saviour to give his Diſciples Encou- 
ragement to trample on all the falſe Joys of 
this Earth and aſpire to the ſublimer more 

, ſubſtantial Joys of an eternal Kingdom, 
takes them up to the Summit of Thabor; and, 
transfiguring Himſelf on the Mount, gives 
them a feeble Foretaſte of the Glory which , 

| ſhall be reveal'd in them when they quit 
this miſerable Vale of Tears; regales them, 
in a word, with a paſſing Reliſh of Heaven W 
in the exſtatic Joy transfuſed through every _ 
Senſe to theif very Souls, by this Heavenly- 4 

Viſion. Ah! who would not have expected 

to hear the Diſciples, amidſt their Holy 

Tranſports of ſenſitive Pleaſure, cry out with 
LETS Eagerneſs 


* 
a. *. 


„ 
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Eagerneſs after the purer more defined De- 
lights of Paradiſe? - Who would not have 


expected to hear them ſay: © O my lovely 
„ Jeſus! If ſuch be the Sweets of thy 
<« participated Myſteries in this Life; O! 
What muſt not be the untold upcon- . 
ceived and inconceivable Exceſs of Bliſs 
ineffable flowing from the full Commu- 


cc 


«CC 


© nication of thy boundleſs Glory in the 
Next? O when, when hall this Faith 
© be loft in Evidence? All the Days, I 


I am now at War, 1 am waiting with 
' Impatience for my Change, * O that it 
* would come! O!] If ſuch be the Emana- 
tions of my Gop; what (ah what!) muſt 
* Gop himſelf be, to behold ? O how 
my Soul thirſts after the Living and 
* ſtrong God! Ah! When ſhall I come and 
e appear before the Face of my Lord? + 
* When ſhall this limited Joy be loſt in, 
« a Sea of boundleſs Bliſs, with Thee, in 
« Heaven?” Who, IJ ſay, would have 


wonder'd to ſee their ſpiritual Joy embit- 


ter'd by an inſupportable Anxiety to quit 
it for Pleaſures more permanent? But! Not 
at all. The preſent Enjoyment is all they 


attend-to. But it is earthly: It is ſenſi- 


« tive: It cannot be permanent without ob- 


et ſtructing the future Enjoyment of Infinitly 


« greater Pleaſure for Eternity.” No Mat- 
ter. It is preſent Enjoyment, and that is 
enough to engroſs all their Affections at 

Ende oh | to 


— 
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to make them forgetful of every other. 


«© Lord! It is good for us to be here. 


Lord, as long as we are well, as long as 


« we are ſo happy, ſo full of fpiritual 


Joy in thy Company here, what need is 


* there for changing our Situation; E is 


<« good for us to be here; let us then con- 


ce tinue well while we. are ſo. As long 
© as we are with thee, as long as thou 


c ar't with us, as long as we can re- 


* main on this Earth and be thus at Reſt, It 


<« is good for us to be here what need have 
e to look any farther ? If Thou can'ſt 
„ put-up with this Earth, we ſhall readily 
* conſent to it. And , Thou wilt reſolve 


© to remain here; let us build here three Ta- 
* bernacles, One for Thee, One for Moſes and 
« one for Elias. Ah: feeble frail unthink=- 
ing Diſciples! How evident to every think- 


ing Perſon is it not that preſent Enjoyment 
however innocent has loſt you to yourſelves ? 


How truly had the Evangeliſt Cauſe to ſay 
that St. Peter, the Speaker for All, knew not 
what he. ſaid. Ah! he forgot, or rather he 
never yet conſider'd, how infinitly the Joys 


of Heaven ſurpaſs the utmoſt Joys of the 
Earth. O Peter! Did'ſt Thou but know 


what Thou ſay'ſt; how little would'ſt thou 
with to have thy Petition granted! This. 


Joy, this Glory, this Exſtacy of Both, 
which ſo*raviſhes thy feeble Senſe, is but a 


faint imperfect Taſte of that Bliſs Thou ar't 
Vor. II. M | call'd . 
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call'd to, It and muſt be renounced to attain 


to That. It will be neceffary for Chriſt 


himſelf to exchange this private Glory for 
pms Infamy this Delight for exquiſit 


Pain, this Mount for another, this Thabor 


for a Clavary; in a word, it will behove 
Chriſt bimſelf to ſuffer, and fo enter into 
his Glory: And can You his Diſciples 


ever hope to follow him thither by any | 


ſmoother Path? I is by many Tribulations 
We muſt enter into the Kingdom of Gop, 
and not by many Pleaſures. The King- 
dom of Heaven ſuffers Violence and None 
but the Violent bear it away, Ah! had 


Peter known and thought as much; would 


he, think you, have given- up his Heart to 
fuch a confined Enjoyment? No, Chriſtians, 
no: But preſent Pleaſure decoy d him, wean'd 
him, from the Thought of the Future, 
the Degeneracy of his Heart, yet unrenew'd, 
perverted the Purpoſe of the ſpiritual 
Favour; and the beſt Excuſe for his un- 


provident Requeſt is That which the Evan- 


geliſt makes for him, that He knew not 
what he ſaid. But if the Conduct of 
St. Peter was improvident on his Side; 
it was not ſo on the Almighty's Part. No: 
Graciouſly wiſe was it in Thee, my Go, to 
ſuffer this Miniſter of thy inſtructive Truths 


to err in this Particular, Yes, Chriſtians, 
doubtleſs the Divine Wiſdom permitted the 

Apoſtle thus to err in his Judgment, the 
64 =, | more 
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more effectually to ſet our Judgment right 
by practically convincing us how dangerous 
is every earthly Pleaſure, tho ever ſo inno- 
cent ever fo ſpititual in itſelf ; how liable 
It is to Illuſion, and how apt, in Concert 
with our Self-Love, to lead us into an 
Apathy for Heaven and Eternity: And 
therefore how cautious we ought to be of 
giving it Admittance into our Hearts, 


II. All Pleaſures then in this Life are 
Temptations and very dangerous Ones too? 
Yes, Chriſtians, They are: But it is our 
Self-Love which makes them ſo. Temporal 
Pleaſures of every Sort are in themſelves but 
mere external Temptations, which tho' they 
keep Intelligence with our depraved Appe- 
tites, have nevertheleſs no power in our 
Hearts till we allow them Entrance there, by 


giving our ſenſual Faculties the upper hand 
of Reaſon and God's Grace. While then 


we keep them out of our Hearts, they may 
beſiege us, but they cannot hurt us. In 
ſhort, while we are watchful to keep our 
Souls from all Attachment to them; tempt 
us they may but cannot overcome us 
either in our Purſuit, or in the Poſſeſſion, 
of them, Nay if, by faithful Adheſion to 
Gop, We follow cloſely the Apoſtle's Rule 
of having Nothing in Affection while poſſej- 
ing All Things in Fact; amid'ſt all the 
Pomps of Power we ſhall have all the 


M 2 Innocence 
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Innocence of the lowlieſt Subjection; the | 
lawful Delights of the Senſe will be digni- 
fied with Purity; Human Praiſe will become 
Matter of Self-Humiliation to us; and in 
the midſt of all the Exuberances of Riches 
and Plenty, we ſhall be bleſſed in the holy 
Poverty of our Spirit and have a Right to 
the Rewards of voluntary Indigence. And 
thus may we render meritorious thoſe very 
earthly Pleaſures which Attachment might 
render Criminal; and which our Indolence 
always renders at leaſt dangerous Tempta- 
tions. | 
| To make this wiſe Uſe then of Temporal 
Enjoyment what have we to do but 
to keep a ſtrict Watch over our Senſes in 
order to prevent their betraying us into 
any Familiarity with preſent Pleaſures, For 
the whole Art of Conqueſt depends upon 
our Vigilance, If we admit theſe Traitors | 
to parley with our Senſuality ; we ſhall be 
decoy'd into Confidence in them: And once 
we truſt to their flattering Approaches; we 
ſhall ſurrender our Hearts to their Diſcre- 
tion, and become the Dupes of our Credu- 
lity. Whereas, if, miſtruſting their fair Ap- 
proaches, we keep them at a Diſtance; 
check the Sympathy of our Appetites for 
Them; and abſolutely force our Facul- 
ties to renounce all internal Intercourſe 
with Them; our Hearts will be ſafe ; They 
will never gain Admittance within us, and 


| 
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all the Efforts They can make to tempt our 
Fortitude will only ſerve to augment our 
Merit in. deſpiſing them, our Facility in 
reſiſting them and our Glory and Triumph 

in a compleat Victory over Them. 

You will think, perhaps, Some of you, 
_ Chriſtians, to excuſe yourſelves from a 
Practice of this Importance by pleading an 
Impoſſibility of totally renouncing every in- 


ward Attachment to Pleaſures of the Earth, 


while you are converſant in it. But, with 

our Leave, let me ask you: What one Step 
ee ever yet taken towards it, to be 
at any Certainty, whether it be poſſible or 
not? I ask you not: Whether, to reſiſt the 
Temptations of temporal Enjoyment, you 
ever expoſed yourſelves, after the Example 
of Chriſt, to the ſolitary Horrors of a 
mountainous Wilderneſs, rather than be 
advanced to Power? Whether, like St. Ber- 
nard, You ever leap'd into a freezing Lake, 


rather than yield to the inſinuating Allec- 


tives of carnal Delight? Whether you ever 
attempted, with a St. Alexis, to live in the 


Diſguiſe of a Beggar in your Parent's Palace, 


rather than hazard an Attachment to your 


| Parent's Riches? Or whether you ever fo 


much as wiſh'd, like a St. Paul or a St. Au- 


thony, to entrench yourſelves, ' againſt the 


dangerous Praiſe or Eſteem of Men, amidit 
the lonely Auſterities of an inacceſſible 


Deſert? Theſe are Heroic Enterprizes - 


which 


/ 


0 
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which are not to be expected but from an 


eminent Sanctity. But, methinks, I ſhould. 
be glad to know, when aflanlted by any 
Suggeſtion of Pleaſure, when hurried un, 
awares to the Brink of a Precipice, when 

ndent half-over and ready to hurl head- 
e. into the Jaws of Sin, how you then 


behaved. What Violence did you uſed to 


yourſelves to draw back ? Have you, on ſuch 


| Occaſions, immediately had Recourſe to 


Gop, in fervent ſincere and ſerious Prayer, 
to procure his divine Aſſiſtance? Have you 


ever applied to the holy Exerciſe of Faſts? 
Have you ever girt yourſelves with a Hair- 


_ Cloth, to preſerve, at the Expence of bodily 


Eaſe, the Innocence and Grace of Gop in 


. your Souls? Have you ever given-up the 


favourit Temptation, the Darling Pleaſure, 
rather than foſe Heaven, your Soul and 
your Gop? Haye you ever, in a word, 
cruſh'd the Traitor in the Graſs, dy re- 


ſiſting repelling a Suggeſtion in it's firſt | 


Beginnings, or even breaking-off in time 
a dangerous Correſpondence? Rather on 


the contrary have not your Souls, through 


every Senſe, invited courted dragg'd Temp- 


tation from abroad into the inmoſt Receſſes 
of your Hearts, by conſtant Frequentation 


of Balls Plays and Operas and diſſipating 
Rendez-vous, by dangerous Purſuits abroad 
and Idleneſs or miſpent Hours at home, 
by trifling with Peril and loudly knocking 
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at the very Gates of Ruin? What Wonder 
can it be then, that, doing thus, you ſhould 


conceive it quite impoſſible to conquer, or 
even ſo much as to reſiſt, the infinuating 
Treachery of earthly Pleaſures ? Doing thus, 
I frankly own myſelf, that it is quite im- 
poſſible to ſhut your Hearts and barr-out 


every Attachment to a flattering World. 


But would you revetſe your Conduct, and 
foreſtall the Temptation by keeping it at a 
Diſtance; O how poſſible, how praQti- 
cable you would find it! But there is 
the Point, you cry. How can I?” 
Ah! Glorious Apoſtle Thou, Thanks to 
thy Faith and Fortitude has't furniſh'd 
me wherewith to anfwer. theſe feeble- 


hearted Chriſtians. How can I? I can 
all Things in Him who comforts me, O 


heartleſs Chriſtians ! Would you but, with 
St. Paul, fix a firm Faith in the Graces 
of your Saviour and frequently recur- 
ring to the Fountains of his 'precious 


Blood draw thence your Fortitude and 


| Conſolation ; ſoon, ſoon would you find, 
that You, as well as He were, are able 


to do All Things in him: You would find 


in that All Things the Incentives of the 
Fleſh, ſubdued, the raging Heats of youth- 
ful Blood allay'd, and the raſh furious Fer- 
vour of green unſettled Vears ſuppreſt 


and humbled: You would find the Ex- 
citements of Companions check d by Re- 


morſes 
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the Caſe of Poor Innocent FJoſeph when 
ſent a Slave into Egyt. Nor need I 


Sprightlineſs of his Mind, the Gentleneſs of 


imagin you are ſufficiently inform'd of 
or not, you have ever ſufficiently * 


from the Wife of his Maſter: He a poor 


and powerful; He without Art or Ex- 
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morſes of Conſcience; the Preſſures of 
Satan repell'd by the Love of a crucified 
Chriſt ; and the ſlippery Paths of ſinful Oc- 
caſions (which are not ſought) made poſ- 
ſible to paſs over, by the Fear of Gop. 

But what am I talking of ? The bear Idea 
of an Apoſtle lifted by Grace to the 
third Heaven makes you loſe: Sight of the 
Hopes of imitating him. Well then, Be- 
loved, let us confine ourſelves to a more 
humble Sphere. You All know, I preſume 


acquaint you with the Tenderneſs of his 
Age, the Gracefulneſs of his . Perſon, the 


his Temper, nor the Nobility of his Blood ; 
nor yet with the many Attractives which 
render d him truly amiable: Already I 


them. But I very much queſtion whether 


in 


the perilous Aſſault he had to ſu 
and ' powerleſs Stranger, his. Miſtreſs rich 


perience, his Lady all Guile and Con- 
trivance; the Attacks frequent, the Occa- 
ſions unavoidable, the Attractives exceſſive, 
the Facility of Poſſeſſion uncommon, the 
Conſent in no Danger of Puniſhment, but 
the Refuſal big with irremediable Miſery. 
| | Ah! 
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Ah! What, I wonder, what would One of 
our perfumed ſpruce delicate powder'dChri- _ 
ſtians of this Age fay to himſelf in ſuch 
a Situation? Yet I gueſs, ' © How CAN I, 
* he would cry? How can I reſiſt this 
* Temptation to fenfual Delight, thus 
* diſtant from my native Home, and ſtript 
* of every other carthly Pleafure? If 1 
&* Hſe this Good Fortune; what muſt be 
„ my Portion? A Yes puts me in im- 
*© mediate Poſſeſſion of Wealth and Li- 
* berty: A No plunges me into the Ex- 
t treme of Diſtreſs amidſt the Horrors of 
** a Dungeon. Jo reject ſuch gracious Ad- 
© vances from an abſolute. Miſtreſs to her 
* Slave, would it not be the groſſeſt Ill-. 
breeding? To provoke the Indignation of 
© a paſſionately amorous Woman, would 
e it be rank Folly and Madneſs? Careſt, 
{© intreated, ſollicited; in a word, beſieged 
* by beneficent flattering Beauty from 
© without, and betray d by Vehemence: of 
Fears and Frailty within, how. is it poſ- 
*© fible to keep One's Ground? How can 
„J.“ Thus, I fear, thus would the major 
Part of our Sex reaſon in ſuch a Situation. 
And ah! How many of the chaſter Mo- 
deſter more virtuous Sex are fatally betray d 
into their Ruin by ſuch a fallacious kind 
of Reaſoning-. How can I, ſiys:this* 
Servant Maiden to berſelf? How can I 
return with Indignation the engaging, 
„„ „ Advances 


— 


* 
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« Advances of this generous Maſter? Ser- 


4 vice is no Inheritance: Confined and 


© hardly treated by a rigorous Miſtreſs, 
« flatter'd and courted by an indulgent 
e Maſter, Poor and but little fitted for 
6e Toil, How dan T reſiſt che Occaſion 


275 Poste offeri to reſcue me at once from 


e Want and Labour? If I conſent, Eaſe 
«© Wealth and Pleaſure wait on me: If 1 


. refuſe, Diſtreſs and Servitude attend me 
* to my Grave. How can I then ſtand 
Firm?“ Poor miſtaken Dupes of Irre- 


flection! How illy you miſunderſtand the 
genuin Senſe of thoſe few Words! Ah 
how do you abaſe-the Dignity the Power of 
that noble Soul franchiſed and fortified with 


the all-powerful Grace of Gop | TFoſeph 


was as poor as the pooreſt of you All; as 
delicate, as noble, as honour'd, as unfit for 
Labour as any of you All; as ſeverely tempted 
as the worſt of You; more generous, more 
honourable, more full of the Fear of Gop 
than Moſt of You. He to had his Argument, 

Ho can J. But ah | How differently does he 
turn it. How: can I, he cries, how can A 
commit this Evil, and Sin'a gainſt my Lord? 
This is indeed applying Words to their own 
natural Meaning: This is diſcourſing truly like 
a Rational Creature: As if he had ſaid; How 


can Tpreſume io offend my Gop with Sin, 


** to offend my Neighbour by planting In- 


| 4 * or Diſcard o or both! in an Honourable 
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« Family, to offend myſelf by throwing a 
*«-Stain upon my Conſcience. How can I?“ 
O Feeble tempted Chriſtians ! Thus, thus is 


it that you ſhould turn thoſe dubious Words 


How can I; when ever you are aſlail'd 
by tempting Pleaſures. © Alas how can I 
* do this Evil, and ſin againſt my Maſter, 
* or my Miſtreſs? How can I, dare to 
* betray the Truſt repoſed in my Virtue? 
% How can I venture to inſult my Gop 
« with an open Violation of his Laws, 
“open to Him, if hidden to the World? 
Ho can I think of injuring my Neigh- 
© bour in ſo groſs a manner, in a Point ſo 
« tender; which, if diſcover'd, ſows in the 


= Family endleſs Diſcord, Shame and Di- 


e ſtraction; and, if conceal'd, will alienate 
te their Hearts and like a Cankerworm 
* corrode and gnaw inſenſibly their mutual 


* Peace? How can I be ſo barbarous to 


© myſelf as to commit this Evil: Which, 
< if detected, as it moſt probably will be 
« ſoon or late, will load me with ever- 
« laſting Shame and Miſery: And if it 
* ſhould by chance remain a Secret; it till 
_ © muſt expoſe me to the Contempt even 
of my Tempter, deſtroy my Peace with 
s inſupportable Remorſes of my Con- 
“ ſcience, and, what is worſe, render me 
* odious to my Gop? What then, ah! 
« what Compariſon can there be between 
the Poverty the Labour the Confine- 
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© ment and Hard Uſage I thus apprehend, 


* tho' I ſhould endure it to the End of 
<* Life, and the Shame the Puniſhment, the 


© Guilt the temporal Infamy and eternal 
«* Miſery which one Conſent to this inſi- 


c nuating Pleaſure threatens me  withal ? 
© How can I then do this Evil? How can IJ. 

I will not however, Beloved, difpute 
with you, what I cannot doubt of, that 
Reſiſtance is very Difficult in Such and 
many other Caſes: Nor would I in the leaft 
with ta. conceal the Sweats (almoſt \ of 


Blood) which it muſt coſt us, when cloſely 


preſt by Pleaſure, to come off with Victory. 
St. John Chryſoffom was certainly in the 


right when he admired the Flight of 


Foſeph as a Miracle ſuperior to that of the 
Three Children's Eſcape out of the Furnace 
at Babylon. But what are all the Difficulties 

we have to furmount, in compariſon with the 
Immenſity of Glory and Bliſs which we 
may acquire by faithfully reſiſting the'Femp- 
tations of earthly Pleaſure. And with what 
Courage ought we not to combat them when 


We conſider, that the Victory depends upon 
our own Will, and that we have a Gop 


ever ready to combat with and for us: 
A faithful Gop who will not ſuffer us to 
be tempted beyond our Strength, © Can 
We then, you'll /ay, eſcape theſe Extreme 


.*© Occaſions which our involuntary Situa- 
tion throws us into? Can we touch the 


Pitch 


„ yants Children 
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© Pitch of Vicious Example and not be 


« defiled by it?” Are We Chriſtians, 
TI ask? Do we believe that Gop permits 


them ? Do we believe his Truth, that e 


will not ſuffer us to be tempted beyond our 


Strength? You will anſwer me, Yes. Then 


I fay we muſt allow, that we can reſiſt 
them. What then! Can we poor Ser- 
Dependents, obliged 
e by Neceſſity to live amidſt every Scene 
© of Licentiouſneſs; We Great Perſonages 
* amidſt an inevitable Life of Diſſipation, 
c amidſt intemperate Entertainments where 
© more Conſciencies are deſtroy'd than 
©« Healths are toaſted, amidſt the Snares of 
©« ſo many ſecret Wolves, amidſt the In- 
te decencies of ſo many open Libertines, can 
* We preſerved our Innocence inviolate, 
<< or even unſtain d? Can We}? Doubtlefs 
We can if we have but the Reſolution and 
Grace to will. But Poverty cruſhes me 
* within Doors, and there is a great Per- 
* ſonage who will enter by a Golden Key: 
«© Can I hinder his Entrance? Can I 


© ſhut-out Relief in Extreme Neceffity ?” 


Yes: who | a little Confidence in that 
Gop, who ſuffers us not to be tempted beyond 
our Strength, I can. But the Perfon who 
** lays Siege to my Honour is ſo powerful, 
** ſo reſolate, ſo deſperate, that if I open 


but my Mouth to refuſe ; it may be ſhat- 


«© up forever. Can I then cry-out, with a 
| «« Knife 


* 
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'* Knife at my Throat?” Yes: I ſay 
again, If I do not prefer a few uncertain 
Days of unreputable Life to an Eternity of 
Glory; IAN. In a word, I am able; Nay 
more than able, I am almighty in Gop: For 
Tcan all Things in him who comforts me; 
unleſs under a Counterfeit I cannot I con- 
ceal an I will not. But ah! There will 
come a Day of Reſtitution when all Things 
mult be reſtored to their true Names, when 
Many an IJ cannot will be unmask'd and 
the Lapſes which now are honourably call'd 
Imbecillities and human Frailties will be 
treated by the Almighty as ſhameful Inde- 
cencies and abſolute Perverſities. 
Flatter not ' yourſelves then, Chriſtians, 
that the Difficulty of reſiſting the Pleaſures - 
of the Earth will excuſe your ſurrendering 
your Hearts to their Diſcretion, Your | 
Temptations cannot be more vigorous than 
Thoſe of Foſeph. It was not the Skirmiſh _ 
of a few Hours, not a flying Combat which 
He ſuſtain'd, No, no: ſays Holy Writ. 
From Day to Day both the Woman was im- 
portune to the Youth, and he refuſed the Adul- 
rery. Rather than He would offend his 
Gor, injure his Neighbour, or ſully his 
Purity with forbidden Pleaſure, He choſe 
to hazard Impriſonement, Tortures and 
even Death: And ſhall You unthreaten'd 
uncourted run head- long yourſelves to the 
Courtſhip of every lawleſs Delight? If He 
1 7 6s NS could 
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could renounce the proffer'd Advantages of 


this Life rather than hazard the Eternal Ad- 


vantages of the next; ſhall Chriſtians not be 
able to do as much? Shall a Hebreu be able to 
do more than a Chriſtian can? Nay ſhall In- 


fidels actually have done more? Shall one 


Roman General trample on' Power, Riches, - 


and vain Eſteem by returning from Victory 
to the Plough, and Another, with captive 


Beauty at his Mercy and ſenſual Delight in 
his Power to command, nobly refuſe the 
flattering Temptation Entrance in his Heart; 


and Chriſtians give it Admittance? What 
have you to fay of Soldiers confronting all 
the Terrors of Fire and Steel to repel Hun- 


ger? Of miſerable Mariners boldly: braving 


all the Horrors of Sea and Elements to flee 
from Poverty? Did You ever act ſo vigou- 


rouſly, hazard equally, nay hazard any 


Thing to flee Temptation to conquer the 
Attachment you have to earthly Pleaſures? 
Do you not rather run to meet them? Do 
you not hug and cheriſh every Joy, every 
Pleaſure, every Delight, which the flatter- 
ing World once offers to your Senſes? And 
do you not yield yourſelves ſuch abject 
Slaves to it as inwardly to cry, like the 
Apoſtles, on Mount 'Thabor : It is good. for 
us torberbere? ???? WO ns fy 
Not but there is a very great Difference 
between the Apoſtles Cate and yours. 


Their Eagerneſs in preſent Delight was inno- 


cent 
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cent, tho' it might have been dangerous, and 
was the Effect of Reflection's Abſence. Your 
Eagerneſs for future, your Attachment to pre- 
ſent Enjoyment, is not only always dangerous, 
but generally ſinful, becauſe moſtly the Effect 
of Deliberation. They were tranſported 
with their preſent Delight becauſe Chriſt 
was. with them, and it was, to be with 
him, that they wanted to continue there. 
Your Delight is in Pleaſures which lead 
you wide of Chriſt ; and You will perſiſt in 
the Purſuit of them, at the manifeſt Risk 
of lofing him forever. O Chriftians! What 
are you about? Ah be once yourfelves: 
Look round this flattering World. and 'exa- 
min the Merit of every Pleaſure It has 
to give; and if You find one Single One, 
which has Solidity or Certainty: Nay I 
fay more, if you find One which is not 
extre a to purſue, and bitter 
to A” I will myſelf recommend it to 

But if You — find one Earthly 
arr] but what muſt coſt you your 
Peace, your Eaſe, your Reputation, your 
Life or Health, or All; Even take my 


Advice: Never give them Admittance to 


your Hearts; keep them at a Diſtance, 


teſiſt them from their Beginning and re- 


nounce, from their firſt Approaches every 


Mternal Intercourſe with them. Thus will 


you ſecure to Vourſelves that Felicity, 
Life, 
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Life, and that eternal Happineſs you are 


created for in the Next: And which I 
: beſeoch Gop, Ec. In the Name, &c. 


| Second IxD1cT1ON of the PAS S ION. 
O Fall the Crimes which Human Nature 


is ſo apt to fall into, there is no One which 
leaves behind it, in the Heart of a Criminal, 


ſo acute a Sting and ſo laſting a Repentanco 5 


as the ſhedding of Human Blood. The 
Horror which This Crime indelibly ſtamps 
on the Imagination of an Aſſaſin is a kind of 
hideous Mimic of that all- wiſe Providence 
which draws Good out of Evil. For It 
melts Cruelty into Compaſſion, Enmity in- 
to Friendſhip, and the moſt implacable 
Hatred into the ſofteſt Love. No ſooner 
has a Man hunted his real or fancied Ad- 


verſary to Death, than his deſtructive Ven- 
geance ſubſides to make way for ſelf-tor- 


_— Pity: And, like the Coral-tree 
which harden'd out of it's Element ſoftens 
when reſtored to it's native Flood, impla- 
cable as his Soul was while torn from the 
Bowels of Humanity, no ſooner is It dipp'd 


in fraternal Blood than It mollifies him into 
_ ſympathetic Diſtreſs: The Object of his 
Guilt becomes the Subject bf his Repen= 
tance, and forcibly compells him with un- 


feigned Remorſe to bewail the Deceaſed, in 
1 Character of an injured Friend, whom, 
n 0 e while 
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while living, he purſued in the miſtaken 
Shape of an injurious Enemy. An In- 
ſtance of This was the Emperor Baſtian, 
who, as Hiſtory inform us, after killing 
his Brother Geta, was ſtung with ſo death- 
leſs a Remorſe, that to his Grave he could 
never more hear his Name utter'd or be- 
hold his Reſemblance, tho” but in a Picture, 
without breaking-forth into a Flood of dif 


conſolate Tears. 


Ah Chriſtians, Chriſtians } If the Murder 
of a Brother, of 4 Nei ighbour, à mere 
Man, a finful Man, a very Enemy, can 
ſoften into Pity, Grief and inconſolable 


Repentance, the Hearts of the moſt 


harden'd Butchers; how comes it, that the 
Eyes of the moſt tender Chriſtians cannot 
find a Tear to mourn the Aſſination of 
their injured Brother, Father, Friend and 
Gop and Saviour? That Sacred IEsus, at 
whoſe awful Name you bow your Heads 
and bow, J hope, your Hearts, appear d 
on Earth to act in all theſe Characters, in 
Man's behalf. And he who thougöt it no 
Robbery to be himſelf equal to Gop, lower'd 


 bimſelf for love of ms taking upon him the 
Form of a Servant, made to the Likeneſs of 


Man, and in Habit found as Man. * And 
What Requital did Man make him for all this 


Exceſs of Bounty? Why ---- his Requital 


was a painful, cruelly painful, multiplied, 


ignominious, Ay Death, terminated on 
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a ſhameful Croſs ? And of the almoſt in- 


finit Number of Men who combined in 
the ungrateful Deicide, where is the Man 
who relents or bewails him ? How often, 
Beloved, do you even you hear his ſacred 
Name pronounced! And Which of you ever 
pays to it the Tribute of a Tear? How 


frequently do you behold the ſacred Sem- 


blance of your injured Ixsus in a Crucifix! 


And Which of you ever bathed it with com- 


punctive Moiſture ? Ah !-Go and learn of Sa- 
vages the Art of melting into Tears. 'T'was 
not the Canvas or the Colours Baſſian wept 
for, but the inhuman Fratricide, which 


Thoſe, work d- up into the Likeneſs of his Bro- 
ther, put him in mind of. A Crucifix is but 


a Crucifix, make the moſt of it: And Ivory 
and Wood are ſtill but Ivory and Wood; 
and barely view'd as ſuch deſerve our Spittle 
rather than our Tears. But ah! Who can 


behold them thrown into the ſad disfigured 


Form of an aſſinated Saviour, without re- 


membering the outrageous Injuries he en- 
dured for and from ourſelves? Who can 
remember Theſe, and yet forbear to weep. 


Surely then Chriſtians, you are under 


ſome extreme Miſtake, and comfort your- 
ſelves with thinking, You had no hand in 
this unnatural Murder, But ah! To our 
Misfortune, You and I are Parties as much 
concern'd as Any in the cruental Fratricide, 
For our Crimes did Jesvs die: Each, Eachof 
on | EY us 
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us was preſent in his Mind and preſent in tho 
Cauſe: And had there been no other Crimes, 


to die for Thoſe would have kill'd him. We 


then, among the reſt, pronounced the fatal 
Sentence: Theſe gullty Hands of ours ſub- 
ſeribed the deadly Warrant, and even exe- 
cuted it: And Gop may juſtly fay to Every- 
One of Us, as once to Cars, * the Voice of 
tby Brother's Blood cries to me from the Earth. 
Whence then, whence is it that every Cheek 
1s dry, where every Heart ſhould weep with 
Tears of Blood? Had Chriſt been leſs 


than Man; had He, at-beft, but been a 


Stranger, nay an Enemy, ſo far from 
Gop and Friend and Brother to us; the 


Cruelties he ſuffer'd had been enough to 


draw a Sea of Tears from Chriſtian Eyes. 
But ah! The Misfortune is, that Chriſtians 


ſeldom reflect upon his Su fferings. You 


Either never read his Paſſion in the 


Goſpel, or if you read it, tis not with 
the Serioufneſs you read a N ovel with: but 


with the Diſſipation of a News-paper, you 


read it over only to forget it. Fain would 
I therefore fix it in your Minds by eins 
you a juſt Idea of it. But That, alas, 


quite impoſſible. No Words can wb 
| and no Tongue can tell the Agonies 


which Jesvs, guiltleſs Jesvs, felt -for You 
and me. All I can do is, by the help 
of Words, to ſhew you, how inexpreſſible 


his Sufferings were; * you may gather 


. thence, 
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83 how endleſs your Condolence an 


Contrition ought to be. This I l 


do on next Good-Friday, . in an imper- 
fe& Recital of the Paſfion: And hope 
to ſee a crouded Audience and ſee it 
bathed in Tears. But I hall fright you 
if 1 talk of Crouds. Jesvs may be haled 
and trampled on by. Crouds of Rabble: 
But You, alas, are too tender to bear a 
little Crouding, for his Sake. Leave then 


theſe Walls the Proxies of your Grief: Theſe 
Walls, like Rocks; ſhall rend in-twain with 


Grief; while You, leſs yielding than the 
Rocks, ſit ſnug and unconcern'd, at Home, 
Or, if. you chuſe to come and triumph over 
Irso 's Sufferings with dry Eyes; even ſhut 
the Doors, nay barricade them; leſt ſome 
relenting Heart ſhould enter to interrupt 
your Quiet. The Poor eſpecially be ſure 


keep out: For They are his Friends, and 
Fellow-ſufferers in this Life, and may 


even force a Tear from You! by their 


Example. But where am I? Not s 
Canibals but Chriſtians, and Zealous Chr 


ſtians: Whom 1 hope to ſee, that Day, 


. transform'd from Crauds of Criminals to 
nc of Saints. © 
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Hen was : chftingeout a Devil and Ir was 


dumb: And when" he bad caft-out the 
Devi, the Dumb-Man Hole and the 
TR were ae. acl e 


eri a Part, Beloved Faithful, 
and not the leaſt Part of 3h 
Devil's Artifice, once he 
ſeſſes a Soul by Sin, to, zander 
it ſpiritually dumb; that, by 


robbinf "It of the Means of applying for a 
| Remedy, he may effectually maintain his 


Tyrannic Dominion over it. A Stratagem 


This, which He has long practiſed upon the 


hauls of Sinners; and, alas, with too fre- 


quent and fatal Sucteſs. For ah! how Many 
Oy nn are there not in the 
n Church, 


\ 
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Church, to this Day as heretofore, who, ſen- 
ſibly feeling the bitter Effects of Satans 
arbitrary Oppreſſion, daily, nay every Hour, 
every Inſtant, groan under the unwieldy 
Weight of an over-burden'd Conſcience ! 
Yet have they not either Courage or Reſolu- 
tion to disburden themſelves at the Feet of 
that Divine Lord who ſo graciouſly; invites 
All, who labour and are heavy-laden, * to ac- N 
. cept Relief and Refreſhment from him, in the 
Holy Sacrament of Penance | But whence 
proceeds this ſtrange this lamentable In- 
conſiſtency ? Alas! It ariſes from a guilty 
Want of Speech. Alas! They are poſſeſt 
with a Dumb-Devil, who artfully ties-up 
their Tongues from complaining of their 
Grievances to the ſpiritual Phyſician in the 
ſacred Tribunal of Confeſſion; and either 
ſuffers them not to approach to Gop's Mi- 
niſter for a Cure, or, when they approach, 
curbs their Reſolution from laying open 
their Evils in order for a Cure. Poor un- 
happy Creatures! Miſerable Dupes of their 
own Inconſideracy ! How do I not com- 
paſſionate them? And who can forbear 
ſhedding Tears of Concern in Sight of ſucK 
thoughtleſs Perverſity, which is ſo much 
the more to be deplored as the Muteneſs of 
the Soul is inexpreſſibly more fatal, as well 
as more frequent, than That of the Body? 
And therefore is this ſpiritual Dumbneſs 
of more dangerous Tendency than That of 
i the 
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the Senſe; not only becauſe the Faculties 
of the Soul are infinitly Superior in Nature 
and Office to Thoſe of the Fleſh, but alſo 
becauſe it requires an infinitly greater Mira- 
cle from the Hand of Gop to cure the 
Former than the Latter. JIESsus CHRIST, 
we find in the Goſpel for this-Day, with 
the ſingle Aſſiſtance of a merciful Word, 


diſpoſſeſſes the carnally Dumb-Man, of the 


Devil who lock'd up his Utterance; and 
with the ſole courteous Exorciſm of his 


all- powerful Grace, reſtores the Patient to 


the Uſe of his Speech. In fact, the Dumb- 
Man ſpeaks, and the gaping Multitudes 


are aſtoniſ d. And well may they won- 
. der: The Miracle is great indeed. For if 


the Dumb-Man ſpeaks ; then He muſt be 
cured. This is a natural Conſequence in 
a carnal Senſe. Ah! „Would I could fay 
as much in a ſpiritual One. But alas! there 
are many ſpiritual Mutes, who are help'd 
to the Facility of Utterance; who are not 
therefore cured. On the reverſe, tho pre- 


venting Grace ſets their Tongue at Liberty ; 


all the Uſe they make of the miraculous 
Mercy, is, to ſtrengthen the Chains with 
which the Devil holds them in Slavery. 


They ſpeak, in good Truth ; but they-are 


not cured of the Dumb-Devil who poſſeſſes 
them ; becauſe they do not take care to 
ſpeak what they ought and as they ought. 
Don't imagin, Chriſtians, that I am fiſh». 
Flt 1g 
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ing now for Matter to make you miſerable, 
or that I want to trouble the Tranquillity of 
your Conſciences by raiſing in them unneceſ- 
ſary Scruples. No, no: Too dear to me is the 
Happineſs of every Individual among You; 
Too much do I wiſh you the Bleſfings of in- 
ternal Peace to diſturb it where it is real. 
But after all, what Confuſion! can be more 
fatal than a fallacious. 7 What Diſdorer 
more, dangerous than a ſupine Tranquillity 
in the midit of Ruin? And what, better is 
the Peace of. a Multitude of modern Chri- 
ſtians? For to ſee them every Day confefling 
their Sins, yet every Day repeating . them 
to ſee the fieg vent in and Appliea- 
tions tö the Divine Euchariſt wt i 
little other Fruit than as frequent lives, 3 
to {de that Every Eafter finds thoſe: very 
Perſons greater 2 than ever; »whonY 
but a Vear before itiſeem'd to have tranſ- 
form'd to ſerious Penitents; who but muſt 
ſuſpect, that their Peace is not real, that 
their Care is feign'd, that they are ſpiritual 
Mutes in Confeſñon, or, at leaſt; tit che 
Mutes do not ſpeak to the Purpoſe. But 
let us ſpeak plain: For my own part it 
makes me ſhrewdly ſuſpect that many Con- 
feſſions are fruitleſs, Many pernicious, Many 
not only null but Sacrilegious; that the 
: Devil, Inſtead of being caſt- out, had eſtab- 
liſk'd+ his deſpotic Dominion in: the Souls 
of Such with greater Tyranny :thati ever; 
Vol. II, P and 
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and that the major Part of Mankind are 


* 
* 
-. 


in This like thoſe unhappy Creatures, who 


drown themſelves in the Bath which they 


went into for a Cure. To apply then a 
ſeaſonable Remedy to ſo rhe and 
general Diſorder I ſhall now endeavour, 
with the Divine ms rg to oy before 
you in all their Horror. 


IG The Abuſes el in a Holy 
* Sacrament of Penance, by which 9 
Confeſſon of a Multitude of Chriſtians 
are render d not only invalid, but 
„ Sacrilegious, and for .the 

t. Part at leaſt fruitleſs : ' And © 

1. e Caufes of ſuch Abuſes and the 

Means of removing Them. poſs | 


' 7 5 > . 


% Aſliſt me Spirit Divine! For Thou 
45 Wenge can ſt dot it. Aſſiſt me to caſt-out 
< of every Chriſtian Breaſt, this ſpeechleſs 
« Devil; Wha, not content to rule us with 
1 deſpotic Tyranny, labours to make us 


Tools in eternizing our own Slavery. 


Give me the heayenly Energy which may 
< ſuffice to make — Chriſtians feel the 


mad Extravagance of working this: ſa- 


ic cramental Remedy for Sin into — Poiſon 


„ of Damnation: And ſince, dear Lord, in 


t thy Exceſs of Mercy, thou haſtvouch- 


e ſafed to leave thy Miniſters the Power of 


* relcafing us from the guilty Chains of Sin 
and Satan; O] For Pity's fake, : Permit 
: i; ,10Wvls 


c 
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te us not to loſe the ineſtimable Benefit by 
* more guilty Silence, or by a; ſenſeleſs 
tt undigeſted Narrative of Crimes, pregnant 
„ with One till greater than them all. 


| £3 $i EM ; a | F WALLE | 77 S 
I. What Inſtitution is there fo ſacred, fo 


Divine which our Corruption does not 
abuſe? Reverſed by the Malice of That, every 
gracious Deſign of Gop is perverted into 
Evil. Goy deſign'd that by Confeſſion We 
ſhould riſe out of a State of Sin; and who 
could dream, if Experience did not ſhew 


it to us broad awake, that Any of us could 


be ſo outrageouſly perverſe as to make uſe 


of it to plunge ourſelves into that State 


deeper and deeper ? And how Many, alas, 
could Confeſſions be made public, would 
there not appear, who, inſtead of conſeſſing 


their Sins, go to the Confeſſional the better 


to conceal them Their Perfections the 
Prieſt is ſure of being inform'd of, di 
or obliquely: The Failings of a Hasbant 
of a Wife, of a Relation or an Acquaintance 
he is ſure to have forced upon him: But 
of their own Sins, he is lefs certain after 
Confeſſion than before! Or if they do con- 


feſs certain Foibles which they are neither 


| aſhamed of nor ſorr for ; it 1s only to givea 


Conſeſſor the leſs Miſtruſt of the greater 


Crimes they are reſolved to ſtifle. O daring 


Perfidy ! O inſolent Sacrilege! Is This recur» + 


ring for a Cure to the-Phytician ?-Or is it not 
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rather perverting his Preſcription: into Ruin? 
Is this appeaſing Gop ? Or not rather inſult- 


ing him? Ah Beloved! what then can tempt 
you to act thus? If you mean not to reveal the 


Deformity of your Souls; why make them 


more deform by a ſacrilegious vr nes Be Th 
Why go to Confeſſion at all? Or if you 

to confeſs your Sins, why ſtifle Any? It Ja 
not with the Tribunal of Chriſt as with 
the Bar of the World. At the earthly! Bar 
you have indeed oftentimes a pitileſs Judge, | 
the very Sternneſs of whoſe Countenance is 


enough to inſtill Horror into a Criminal and 


anticipate in him all the Agonies of his 
Execution; a Jury, perhaps, which with a 
Thouſand \Croſs-Queſtions ſhall draw. your 

very Condemnation from your own Mouth; 
Witneſſes to confront you; Sceribes to re- 


cord your Infamy; and a crouded Audience 
to publiſh- your Shame: If you refuſe to 


plead; There are Tortutes to compel you: 
If you plead Innocent; you are perſecuted 
with redoubled Rigour: If you plead guilty; 
you are at once condemn'd, loaded with Fet- 


ters and haled away to Jail: But to Jail, 
did T Jay? You are dragg'd to a condemn d 
Cell, to a Dungeon, loaded with Terrors, 


with Confuſion, with Irons, never to ſee 
the Light of any Day but that Laſt which 
is to guide you to an infamous Gibbet. But 


at the Tribunal of Chriſt, at the Tribunal 


wh ne you are fure ta meet with 
MN Nos 
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Nothing like this. On the Reverſe: O the 
Lenity, the T enderneſs, the Diſcretion 
you there are ſure to meet with! Vour 
Supreme Judge is the Mereiful Ixsvs: 
Vour Mediator is a ſympathizing Brother, 
whoſe native Frailty calls aloud on him to 
feel for you and com paſſionate your Weak- 
neſs: Yourſelf are your fole Accuſer Proſe- 
cutor and Witneſs : And you may. with 
ſafety plead Guilty to the moſt enormous 
Crimes; fince Vour Gop and judge re- 
quires you to plead Guilty, merely becauſe 


he Wants you to live, and not barely to live 


but to reign and to reign eternally. Why then 

ſtifle any Sin at ſo merciful a Bar? Why 

not lay Sh with fincerity all Diſorders in 
your Sou 


that they may be removed? 
W hy envenom the be which is pregnant 


with Life? Or why fill your Moths with 


Poiſon, to drink from that ſalutary. Source 
the Draught of Death? Are you 'aſbamed 
of laying open your'Diſeaſs/ to your Divine 
Phyſician? Do you bluſh to cebigh yourInfir- 
mities to his Miniſter as infirm by Nature : as 

youtſelves:: Ah what an Illuſion of Satan! 
Ah what-Madnelſs of Vours to ſecond his 


Project rather than the Deſign of Gop ! 


His Deſign was that Shame” Should ſerve 
you as a Bridle to Sin: Why will you make 
+ it the Spur to Guilt? Why will you let the 

Monſter perſuadelyou to Noch at Confeſſion, 


who difſuades you from it every were elſe? 
Ah! 


4 $1 lie — 
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Ah! Believe me for once: The Bluſhes 


he then ſuggeſts to you, are the Retaliations 
of a Traitor. We read to this Purpoſe 
a. Viſion of One of the Fathers of the 


Deſert, Once on a time amidſt the Fervor of 


an intenſe Contemplation, hisPrayer is inter- 
rupted with a ſpiritual Viſion ; and in It he 
perceives in Spirit the Devil very buſy about 
a Confeſſional throng'd with Penitents. 
Shock d at the horrid Sight, yet re-i nvigo- 
rated by Innocence, the holy Hermit intre- 
pidly queſtions the Fiend, bat be unn. 
doing there ? © Doing fays the Devil? 1 
** am makingReſtitution.”” Strange Paradox! 
Satan making Reſtitution! The Author of 
all Fraud, become Adminiſterer of Juſtice ? 
« Yes, replies the Rebel, I am making Re- 
1 « ſtitution. I; am reſtoring to — 

„ what I took from them before they were 
Such. I robb'd them of Shame, while 
cc « they were finning; that the y miight accu- 
e mulate Sin upon Sin: And now they 
ie have ſinn'd I reſtote them back their 
« RBluſhes; that they may want Courage 
* to rid themſelves of thoſe Sins by Con- 


<« feſſion. It is even ſo; Chriſtians: What- 


ever Authority the Fact may be built on 


the Moral is Solid. Thi is a frequent Arti- 


fice of our common Enemy. Many are the 
Chriſtians, I fear, whom Satan himſelf 


ſends to the Confeflional, and even 


W to accuſe themſelves of: many 
; Sins; 
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Sins; only that He may draw them unawares, 
by concealing ſome favourit Vice, to commit 


another ſtill greater, and thereby deſtroy the 
whole Validity as well as Benefit of the 
| Sacrament, - For Grace is indiviſible, and 

He who fins againſt one Part of this great 
Law is made guilty of t. 
Thus does this Enemy to our Happineſs, 
in order to ſecure his Dominion over us, 
invert | the very natural Order of Things, 
which Gop's ineffuble Wiſdom diſpoſed 
_ with the Deſign to bring us to the Poſſeſſion 
of himſelf. This is an Obſervation as old 
as: St. John Chryſo/tom's Memory who taught 


it us. Gop, ſays the Saint, . requires Shame 


to be attach'd to Sin and Confidence to 
*« Confeſſion: But the Devil inverts this 


ct bleſſed Diſpoſition of Divine Providence 


te and endeavours to annex Confidence to 


+. Sin and Shame to Conſeſſion. While 
are in a State of Juſtification,” what does 
not the infernal Traitor do, what does he 


not try, to 1 us from Guardian Grace 


Before the Will he throws every Allure- 
ment which may entice it to Sin; and the 


more caſily io compaſs his wicked Purpoſe 
robs Virtue, waders or leaſt at robbing it, 


af it's moſt faithful Handmaid, modeſt 


Shame: Well knowing that, where Mo- 
deſty is not bye to lend an upholding Arm, 
Virtue and Grace ſoon ſicken and give Sin 


Way to advance. Therefore does the Fiend, 


while 
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while we are at parley with Sin, paint it in 
the moſt pleaſing Colours poſſible, as Some- 
thing exceedingly delightful in the Purſuit, 
ineſtimable in it's Poſſeſſion, and attended 
with no evil Conſequences are ſuch as, the 
worſt come to the worſt, may be eaſily re- 
pair d. Pooh! It is but a trifling Crime after 
all: And we are Voung: We may then 
* have time to repenit.of it, ye may here- 
after confeſs it, leave it b and even 
te atone for it to Almighty Gon; and Gop, 
e who knoys. the Frailty of our Nature is 
* merciful and will readily: pardon! us for 
te asking him to doit.“ Thus Jabours 
the perfidious Fiend to cok us of Shame 
while he is tempting us to Sin. Buts--- 
have we Ader 8 our Hands to the 
gilded Bait? Like ſome deluſive Imagęry 
the Effect of magic Spells, It in an. Inſtant 
changes Shape and Coloura And: when we 
think of confeſſing it; It ſwells to | 
hideous Figure and enormous Bulk, aint? we 
bluſh at the bare Propoſal; of confeiling it: n 
Egregious Idiots, as we are, thus to boards 
up Matter for an endleſs more intolerable 
Confuſion in the End. To what then ſhall 
J compare ſuch ſenſeleſs; Conduct, better 
than to the Folly of an unguarded Woman, 
who, heedleſs of her Virgin Honour, too 
lightly. parts with it; and then as fooliſhly | 
ſtifles her Diſgrace from the very Friend who 
might conceal ;; it e it till e | 
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of Labour render her Infamy univerſal and 
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deathleſs. Ah! too truly, too frequently | 


are the Words of the Prophet verified in the 
Perſons of modern Chriſtians, The Ini- 
quity of Ephraim is bound-up and his Sin is 
conceal d: But the Pains of a Woman in 
Labour ſhall come upon him at laſt, * Tes, 
O perverſe Sinners! Yes, . O facrilegious 
| Pretenders to Penance! Be affured, who- 


* Hoſes 


ever you are, that this will be your irre- 


mediable Caſe, if you perſiſt long in ſuch 
criminal Silence. The Pangs of Death will 
come upon you: Your Sins will fly in your 
Faces: And your Conſciences will ſting you 
with intolerable Remorſe, No Confeſſor bye 
to disburden you of them. Or if you have 
One near you; Satan will mock your En- 
deavours to profit by the Prieſt you have 


ſo often impoſed upon with mock Con- 
feſſions, when your disbanded Shame, once 


more become Maſter of you, will rob you 
in Turn of the Benefit of the Aſſiſtance 
of God's Miniſter: And your Diſgrace, 
which you might have prevented © eaſily 

ſo cheaply, will be reſerved till the excru- 
ciating Tortures of Deſpair publiſh your 


Infamy on a Death-Bed, to render it as end- 
leſs as it will be univerſally expoſed to the 


whole attentive World in the Day of Ge- 
neral Scrutiny, Ah Sinners! What are 
you about.? Do you forget the nice Diſtinc- 
tion of Ecclefiaſtes. There is, fays he, a 

Vox. II. 2 Confuſion 


$ 
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= _ Confuſion which leads to Sin: And there is 
| * OY a Confuſion which leads to Glory. * Surely, if 

| Shame be ever required, it is not at the Ear 
of a Confeſſor, whither you are invited to 
| throw-off your Sins. No, no: That is a 
| Shame which tends only to keep the Chains 
of Guilt on you, to hurry you farther into 
the Slavery of Satan: That is the Dumb- 
Devil whe labours to keep Poſſeſſion of 
You : That, in a word, 7s the Confuſion 
which tends to Sin: And therefore to In- 
famy and eternal Deſtruction, Surely, I 
fay, on the contrary, if ever Bluſhes are 
ſeaſonable, it muſt be only when you are 
finning againſt the Lord your Gop, Ah 
Chriſtians! Yes: When you are tempted 
to fly in the Face of your Divine Maker 
Or, when you feel a Reluctance to return 
to him who ſo graciouſly invites you; then, 
then indeed, and only then have you rea- 
ſon to Bluſh: Then and only then you 
ought to be cover'd with Horror and Con- 
fuſion. For then your Shame may be a 
Confuſion tending to a Reconciliation with 
your injured Lord, a Confuſion which leads 
Zo Glory. Of two Evils, is it not ever ad- 
viſable to chuſe the Leaſt? Surely then, 

O Sinners, to humble yourſelves at the 
ſacred inviolably ſecret Bar of Confeſſion 
before one Man muſt be infinitly more 
eligible than, for want of ſo doing, to be 
cover'd with public Infamy before the 

8 85 whole 
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whole Univerſe in the General Judgment. 
And once you have forfeited Grace for 
Sin; One of theſe Two Humiliations is 
the inevitable Conſequence. Chuſe then 
which you think is moſt eligible: F you 
judge yourſelves, you ſhall. not be judged, 
as the Apoſtle aſſures you. But if you 
* are too delicate, /ays the Lord by the 
© Mouth of One of his Prophets; if you 
* are too lenitive with Iniquity to paſs 
* Sentence on your own Guilt; if, in 
* ſhort, you wait till J judge you; I will 
* Ramp your Sins on your Foreheads:: and 
ce will expoſe your Iniquity to all Nations. 
Say then, O Beloved Brethren« Why muſt 
this Dumb-Devil be cheriſh'd amidſt us? 
Why ſhall we feel ſuch Repugnance' at 
disburdening ourſelves in Confeſſion to 
_ Goyp's Miniſter of thoſe Crimes which we 
committed with ſo much facility? Why 
conceal the Wound which cannot be cured 
without being reveal'd ? 
But who would be fo baſe, you'll 
te ſay, as actually to preſent theinſelves to 
© the facred Tribunal of Confeſſion to 
** impoſe upon Gop's Miniſter by ſtifling 
ce their Sins and concealing their in- 
ward Wounds?” There are not Many 
it is to be hoped, who make ſo familiar 
with Sacrilege as abſolutely to paſs over 
their Sins in Silence when at Confeſſion. 
But then Many there are, who mutter 
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them between their Teeth, rather than con. 
feſs them; Many who palliate them with 
a eee Excuſes; Many who gild them 
over to the Eye of the Confeſſor ſo artfully 
as to render it very difficult for him 
to diſcover the Bitter, the Poiſon, their Sins 
are full of. Ah! And is not This a grievous 
very grievous Abuſe, nay the worſt of 


Abuſes, if we credit St. Peter Damian? 


© There is no Evil in Human Nature more 
© dangerouſly heinous than to ſtand up in 
the Defence of Vices committed, /ays the 
« Saint,” O Chriſtians, Chriſtians ! You 
go to the Foot of that Prieſt in his Con- 
feſſional: And for what? Is it not Gop, 


who, by. the inward Voice of his Grice 
| ſpeaking to your Conſciences, ſends you 


to that Prieſt, as he ſent the 'Leper in 
St. Matthew : Remember then what your 
Saviour has, faid to That Leper and to 
Every-One of You: Go, and © ſhew your- 


5 -Matth ſelf to the Prieft. * It is yourſelves you are 


505 


to ſnew not your Neighbour; It is your 
Interior, not your Figure and Dreſs. Would 
it not, think you, have been a groſs Piece 


of Stupidity in that Leper; ; if, inſtead of 
revealing his uncleanly Diſeaſe to the Prieſt, 
he had labour'd to conceal it, and amuſed 
| himſelf with telling him what a Leprous 


Condition ſuch a Relation, ſuch a Neigh- 
bour, ſuch an Acquaintance | was in, and 
had like to have drawn even him into? 


And 
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And why then will you, O Chriſtians, as 
too Many of You do, overlook your own 
Diſorders to confeſs thoſe of your Neigh- 
bours ; when yourſelves are, and Vou ought 


to think yourſelves, the only Guilty there? 
“ Go then, ſays St. Ambroſe, and ſhew,Every- 


«© One, yourſelf: Go ſhew, not yours, but 
% yourſelf; not to denounce Others, but to 
© renounce yourſelf up to Gop ; that, tho- 
roughly cleanſed from the filth of former 
* Actions, You may conſecrate to his Divine 
cc Majeſty a Victim which ſhall pleaſe him 
&« for the Future. 5 7810 matt 


0 


* 


But I have Charity enough for You Be- 


loved Auditors, to hope that You have 
faichfully confeſt all your Sins, without 
bringing-in Others as Parties concern'd to 
leſſen the Prieſt's Attention to your Guilt 


at the Expence of their Characters. I will 


believe that you have been penitent enough 


to impeach No- Body but yourſelves: And 


that you have acknowledged your Crimes ? 
with a great deal of Sincerity. But then 


ſhall I do you any Injury in ſuſpecting that 
you overlook many neceſſary Details relating 


to the Circumſtances of thoſe Crimes 


What if you are, perhaps, a Churchman 
or, Stateſman? Will it, think you, be ſuf. 

ficient to accuſe yourfelf as a Man of your 
private Offences? No, no: There are the 


Neglects of your public Duty: There are 
your Breaches of public Truſt: There are 


e 
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the Sanctions, the Encovragements you have 
given to public Vice by your Ill-Example 


or Indolence : All which muſt be confeſt. 
Or It may be, that you are, Father, Mo- 


ther, Guardian, Governor or Superior: 


Your private Faults then are but one Half of 
your Confeſſion; and That, perhaps, the 
leaſt Half. There are the Sins of the 
Head: Thoſe Children uninſtructed; ' thoſe 
Servants ill-treated ; thoſe Inferiors oppreſt, 
or encouraged in Vice, or not provoked 
to Virtue; thoſe Orphans, thoſe Subjects, 
that Society defrauded inſulted tyrannized- 
over; the Honour, the Intereſts, the Har- 


. mony, the Happineſs (general and particular) 


of that Body Civil or Religious, entruſted to 
your Government, and nevertheleſs neglect- 
ed, injured, given- up betray'd, by your Self- 
Love, Ambition, Avarice, or Revenge, or 


ſcandalous Behaviour: All, all Theſe, as well 


as your private Sins, and more than They, are 
neceſſary Matter of Confeſſion. Are you 


Prelates, Judges, little Sovereigns in your 


own Eſtates? What are the Crimes of the 
Man in their Conſequences to the Crimes 
of the Prelate, of the Judge, of the Prince? 
Ah! Little will your Confeſſion avail, if to 

the Sins of your private Part of Life you 
neglect to add Thoſe of the Prelate who has 
Eccleſiaſtics to animate with Zeal; of the. 
Judge who has Juſtice to adminiſter ; of 


the Prince who has the Injured to right, 


the 


* 
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the Oppreſt to protect, the Worthy to re- 


ward, the Wicked to puniſh. That famous 
Emperor Charles the Fifth being once on a 


time on a Journey, unaccompanied with his 
Ordinary Confeſſor, preſented himſelf at the 


Feet of the firſt Prigſt he met-with in | 
Town he paſs'd-through on his Way: And, 


happily for him, this Worthy Ecclefiaſtic 
was. One of thoſe Faithful Diſpenſers who 


have no more Reſpe&t for Crimes under 


the Mantle of Royalty, than under. the 


Rags of Mendicity. The Emperor having 


finiſh'd his Confeſſion, it was a Charm to 
hear the Holy Confeſſor, without loſing the 
Reſpect due to his Sovereign, thus aſſume 
with Intrepidity the Authority of the Director 
over his Penitent. O CHARLES he cries, 
* every where elſe Emperor, here a Crimi- 
<* nal O Charles, Every where elſe my So- 
<© vereign, here my Pupil, my Child! Thy 
e Confeſſion is not yet half made. Hitherto 


© Thou has't confeſt the Sins of Charles: 


% But what are the Sins of Czfar ? How 
* are your Provinces govern'd? How are 


«© your Treaſuries managed? Are your Re- 


ec 


- © fton? How is your Court regulated? 
* Are your Nobles orderly or licentious ? 
Integrity or Partiality ? Are public Grie- 
** vances redreſt? Are public Miniſters 
46 true to public Truſt, and compell'd ſo 


venues raiſed, with Equity or Oppreſ- 


Is Juſtice publicly adminiſter'd with 
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a noble Goſ pel Freedom, 'The pious 


lection into his own Soul, and, fifting | 


upon: And departed fo ſatisfied as to own, 


me leave to ſpedk thus to Many of You. You 
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to be ? Are your Armies well diſciplin'd 
in the Art of ſtorming Heaven as well 
as a Town? Is Merit rewarded? Is Guilt 
chaſtiſed ? Is War never waged unjuſtly 
at the immenſe Profuſion of innocent 
Blood? Are foreign Dominions never in- 
vaded more upon Pretext than juſt Title? 
More out of Ambition than Reaſon ? 
More. from Arrogance or Revenge than 
from Neceflity ? Are your own ſuffici- 
ently defended, improved and edified ? 
Is Piety promoted by your Example ar 
Zeal? And is Vice and Scandal ſup 

by your Vigilance and Wiſdom ? ns | 
theſe, O my Son, 'are Matters you have 


yet to clear-up, ere your Confeſſion be 
compleat.” Charm'd, in fact, with ſuch 


Prince re-enter'd with a 3 Recol- 


his Heart upon all This, came forth from 
the ſacred Tribunal corrected amended and 
ſenfible of many Faults which till then 
he had never employ'd a ſingle Thought 


to Some of his Confidents, that till then 
ie he had never learnt the Art of making a 
* good Confeſſion. Ah Chriſtians! Give 


have confeſt the Sins of the Man, of the 
Woman: But where are the Sins of your 
State, of your Condition? Why render the 

Confeſſion 
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Confeſſion of the former Offences fruitleſs 
by omitting to confeſs the Latter? You 


have confeſt the Sins you have committed 
yourſelves: But why paſs over in Silence 


the Sins you have made or ſuffer d Others 


to commit, through the Abuſe or Neglect 


of your Station? Theſe Sins, as well as your 


own, you may reveal, without expoſing 
your Neighbour, without telling the Name, 
or pointing-out the Perſon : Which is not 


to be done. Confeſſion is not a Bar of 


Scandal: And therefore we are not to rens 


der it odious by expoſing the Faults of a _ 


Neighbour, even to a Confeffor : And a 
Confeſſor who knows his Duty will not 
ſuffer you to do it. Nay if Curioſity ſhould 
tempt him to ask you the Names of Perſons 
to whoſe Sins you confeſs yourſelves acceſſory, 
you cannot without a Fault gratify him. 
But then you may eaſily, without offend- 
ing againſt Charity, ſay: I have by Op- 

e preſſions, by my Counſel, by my Com- 
« mand, by my Example, by my Ne- 


“ glect, cauſed Others to commit this or 


“ that Sin.” And where you have room to 
ſay it, tis a neceſſary Matter of Confeflion, 
Why are you to confeſs the Evil you have 
done by yourſelf or Others, and to ſtifle 
the Good you might and ought to have 


done, but did not do? Why not confeſs the 
doing Good a Month later than you could 


have done it? That you defer'd till To: mor- 


— ** 


121 


Vol. II. R rr 


* Pſalm. 


On the Third Sunday in LENT. 
row what ſhould have been done To-day 7 
That You put-off to afterwards what ſhould - 


have been done immediately? 


All, all This ſhould be confeſt: All this 
ſhould be told, in order to confound the 
Dumb- Devil and put him to Flight. But 
ah how Few Chriſtians are there who con- 
feſs themſelves thus! Few, very Few in- 
deed are the Penitents who thus approach 
to the Holy Sacrament of Confeſſion. And 
therefore Small, very ſmall, I fear, is the 


Number of 'T hoſe who reap any con- 


fiderable Benefit from Confeſſion, who 
chaſe the Dumb- Devil effectually from 
their Hearts: While Many, very Many 
rather ſtrengthen their own Chains and 
eſtabliſh the e Tyranny over them, 
by continuing voluntarily Dumb, by ſpeak- 
ing only by halves, or remaining mute in 
Action while they are loud in Words. 
This brings me to mind the Myſtical 1. 

mentation of the Royal Penitent, where 
he ſays: Becauſe I kept Silence, my Bones 
are grown old, while I cri deut all "the 
day long. But! How ſhall we reconcile 


this ſeeming Paradox? If he cried-out; 


how could he keep Silence? If he was 
filent ; how could he at the fame time cry- 
out? Becauſe I kept Silence while I cried- 
out ? Is there any Conſiſtency in This? Yes, 


Beloved, yes: It is poſſible: It is more 
than pofſ ble; for it is Fact, that — 


toO 
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too often, at one and the ſame time, cry-out 
and keep Silence. He who cries not out as 
he ought, is noifily Dumb, To break filence 
effectually, our Actions muſt eccho to our 
Voice. The Man, who lies ſupine in a 
Quagg and calls-out for Help with his 
Tongue, but exerts not his Limbs in Con- 
cert with his Voice, breaks Silence but by 
Halves, is. (ſenſibly ſpeaking) but a Dumb 
Crier. O how many Mutes in this Senſe 
may we not number among Chriſtians! 
How many Chriſtians may we not reckon. 
dumb in the very Act of Crying-out. Con- 
feſſion, on the Penitent's Side, is a Sort of 
commutative, vindictive Juſtice, On One 
hand, it is to reſtore to Gop that Glory 
which Sin took from him; on the Other, 
it is to revenge the Cauſe of Gop by not 
letting the Offender go unpuniſhd. How 
then, Beloved, can the Dumb-Man be 
thought to cry-out to any Purpoſe: How 
can the Confeſſion be compleat, where, a 
Chriſtian, contenting himſelf with fulfilling 
one of theſe two Offices of the Sacrament, -. 
neglects the Other? And O what grievous 
Abuſes are, not committed in this Part of 
Confeſſion, call'd Satisfaction! How juſtly 
may we. not now o'days liken the Peniten- 
tial Confeflions of the major Part of Chri- 
ſtians to that fruitleſs Figg-Tree which pro- 
voked the Malediction of Chriſt? Since 
What are their Narratives in the Confeſ- 
8515 r ſional 
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ſional but ſo many lifeleſs Rehearſals 
ornamented with all the pompous Foliage 
of Repentance but barren of every Fruit. 
Ah! This Age, this Generation may boaſt, 

if it can be any Honour to it, of having 
brought the falſe Delicacy of Man's per- 
verted Nature, to it's utmoſt Height. A 
Uſurer ſhall go to Confeſſion and accuſe 
himſelf of having defrauded bis Dealers, 
ſtript the Widow, robb'd the Orphan, 
oppreſt the Poor, and drain'd into his Cof- 
fers, the very Blood and Marrow of the 
honeſt Labourer, And the Confeſſor who 
knows his. Duty ſhall only require in Sa- 
tisfaction for all his crying Injuſtice that 
he reſtore the ill-accumulated Hoard : 
And what aniwer ſhall he have. Alas 
Father! The, Penance is too - grievous : 
The Task is too hard: I cannot ſubmit 

_ «© to it. A Glutton a Drunkard, a Lecher, 

| ag himſelf to a Confeſſor and acknow- 
ledges the Obſcenity of his paſt Life. And 
the gentle prudent Director enjoins him, 
for the chief part of his Penance. G0 
and Sin no more, leſt Something worſe 
b befall Thee. Give to the Poor for the 
Future the ſuperfluous Sums hitherto 
© laviſhed in thoſe luxurious Viands: Flee 
from that Tavern, that Company, break- 
off all Intercourſe with that Accom- 
e plice.” And can he prevail with the 
Penitent to acquieſce ? Not at all: The 

8 Sins 
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Sins are confeſt : But not therefore re- 
nounced. I cannot, the ob/tinate Mortal 
« c;es, I ſhall be laugh'd-at, I ſhall be 
„ call'd inconſtant, I ſhall be reduced to 
< ſuffer ſome Difficulties or to renounce 
© certain Conveniences. And who can 
“ reſolve to do That?” A Gentleman 
perchance ſhall accuſe himſelf at Confeſſion 
of having made Gaming his whole Amuſe- ; 
ment; and perhaps the chief Commerce of ß 
Life; of having (in ſpite of a virtuous 
Wife in Want and Affliction, in ſpite of 
Children in Ignorance and Danger of Ruin, 
and in ſpite of a Family left in the utmoſt 
Diſorder) waſted his Days and even Nights 
in handling Cards and Dice or 'in''rioting 
from one place to another; and thus la- 
viſh'd thoſe Sums which would have been 
mote juſtly as well as fruitfully laid- out 
in paying Servants their Hire, in diſcharg- 
ing Tradeſmen's Bills, and providing for 
the decent Support of his Family, for the 
Education of his Children: and the crying 
Neceſſities of the Poor. And the Con- 
feſſor who. is not willing to betray the 
Duties of his Function ſhall ſay to him: 
« Child! I ſuppoſe you to be ſincerely 
* ſorry for, as well as ſenſible of, the 
*© Heinouſneſs of living as you have done 
_ © hitherto,” in a manner ſo diſedifying, fo 
*© unbecoming your Rank in Life. 1 
** preſume, by your confefling theſe Irre- 
WL gs, „ oularities 


e live a Life more worthy of a Diſciple of 
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e gularities, that you are reſolved to amend 

of them. You will be pleaſed then for 
* the Future, by way of Penance, to re- 
©. trieve the Time you have loſt and re- 
pair the Injury done to Gop, by ex- 
changing Cards and Dice for a ſpiritual 
“ Book, in which you may learn how to 


* 


«© Jeſus Chriſt; by exchanging the riotous 
<© Diflipations of this or that Companion 
for edifying Lectures and Converſation 
in your own Family, from which, Your 
Wife, your Children, your Domeſtics, 
«© yourſelf may receive Inſtruction. And 
what Effect has this Speech on the Peni- 
tent but to render him Refractory, ' and 
to convince his Director, that he was very 
wide of the Mark in taking this ſeeming 
Penitent for a real One? Or a Lady ſhall 
come all powder'd, all perfumed, to the 
Feet of a Prieſt, to accuſe herſelf (if hap- 
pily She ever reaches to the forming a 
Scruple of it) that She has Jlaviſh'd the 
major Part of her Hours at the Glaſs, at 
Quadrille, at Aſſemblies, in Viſits and Va- 
nities; whirling perpetually, like a Wea- 
ther-Vane, from Point to Point round the 
whole Compaſs of worldly Diſſipations. 
Alas, | ſays her Director, This is too 
much, Child. Too freely do you abuſe 
the Divine Beneficence, Gop did not 
give you ſo much Time, that you might 
i dedicate 


cc 
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ag to Him ſo ſlender a Part of 

Ah! Reflect a little on the Horror 

oh of idleing-away, to the Diſhonour of 
*- your Divine Benefactor, ſo much Leiſure 


„given you to work your own Salvation 
* in, and to. ſeek his Glory, But take 


T Courage, notwithſtanding what is paſt; 


{© Look forward for the Future; and caſt 


your Eyes back no more on your former 
Conduct, but to lament and bear it. Bare 


de as you are of all thoſe Virtues which 


„ would become you, as a Part of that 


Half of the Creation which the Church 
2 dignifies with the Title of the Devout 


* Sex; your gracious G0p is ſtill ready, 


« with open Arms to receive you to his 
Embraces. But to merit This, You wilt 
40 be 
* Juſtice, for your Sacramental Penance, 
* to ſhun that Frequency of idle Viſits, 
ties; and devoutly retire within your 
* little Family to Prayer, to devout Lec- 
e ture; to catechizing your Children, in- 
« ſtructing your Domeſtics, and putting 
* a little Order and Chriſtian Decorum 
tc in your Family.“ Ab Father ! It can- 
not be done. Do you confider, that I fhall 
paſs for a Devotee, be thought melancholih 
mad, and may be after all become 
5 Well then throw aſide at leaſt that 
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pleaſed for the Satisfaction of his 


of profane Diverſions, of diſſipating Far- 


ijnderd? 


* e Pomp of Apparel: Away with 
N all ; 
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all this dangerous expenſive Vanity ; ; 
that you may be able to acquit your 
e Stewardſhip faithfully towards the Poor, 
* by ſharing with them the Riches en- 
* truſted with you for their Support.” 
Ab Father ! What do you mean? , Scarce 
| have I enough to appear in a manner ſuitable 
to my. Quality. Scarce can I afford to 
appear like the reſt of the World in my 
Station : It cannot be done then, as you 
would, have it. O Chriſtians? Is this going 
to Sacramental Confeſſion? Is this chaſing 
the Dumb-Devil? Is this breaking Silence 
to the Purpoſe, or not rather keeping 
Silence while you cry-out ?. where. is the 
Concert of Words and Actions in all 
this? Where is the Satisfaction which is 
is due to Gop's injured Honour in ſuch a 
fruitleſs Repetition of the Sins by which 
you robb'd him of his Glory? Where is 
the Vindictive Juſtice which your Con- 
feſſion ought to effect? And ſhall then 
the frequent Confeſſions made after this 
Manner be deem'd compleat Ones? No, 
no: They cannot paſs for ſuch. They ab- 
| W are not Sch. 

. Confeſſion is a Tribunal erected by Di- 
vine Inſtitution to ſupply, in the Church, 
the Place of God's. Juſtice. * The Holy 
* Sacrament of Penance, ſays Tertullian, 
L. Ly. pronouncing Chaſtiſement againſt the 
5 Singer is the Delegate of the Divine In- 
| ay * dignation, 
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bi eee ”, And where is there a Tri- 


bunal ſo corrupt, where is there a Judge 
ſo inequitable as not to proceed to ſome 


Chaſtiſement of a Criminal found Guilty, 
a Criminal condemn'd out of his own 


Mouth? To adore Gop as ſovereignly Mer- 


ciful, to confide in him as the Source of 


all Clemency, is good, is pious is excel- 
lent: But to want him to be unjuſt, to 
want him to ſhew Mercy at the Expence 


of his Equity, without any Satisfaction to 


his injured Honour either paid or offer d, 


is wrong, is inſolent, is impious: It is, in 


ſhort, wanting Gop not to be Gop. And 
what leſs does the Penitent (if we can with 


any: Propriety call him ſuch) who, confeſ- 


ling himſelf an Offender, is unwilling to re- 


r his Offence with a ſuitable Penance? 


Again, The Holy Sacrament of Penance. was 
inſtituted by the Almighty as a ſovereign 
Remedy. againſt the Diſeaſes of the Soul, 
Let us but obſerve ſome Sick Perſon over- 
 power'd by the Rage of a Fever or the 
Torture of an Impoſtume or a Stone; and 


leatn Wiſdom. from his Conduct. A 8 | 


ſultation is call'd for his Relief: Violent 
Remedies are propoſed for a violent Diſtem- 
per; and how does he behave? Does he 


draw back? Does he ſtorm? Does he fly- | 
out againſt the Cure? No, no: Let him 


be cut, let be torn, let him be ſear'd to 
the Quick: He ſubmits. Let the moſt 
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Cauſtics burn him, he endures them all, 


mate the trembling Nurſe or daunted Sur- 


the paſt: He muſt deteſt himſelf, ever after, 


Man angry with himſelf : And all Self. 


Who ever hated himſelf fincerely, with- 


ment too heavy which can eleanſe him of 


9 


ö — . 4 


nauſeous Draughts be preſented to him, 
he ſwallows them. Let the ſharpeſt Bliſ- 
ters be applied, let the moſt raging 


And He himſelf ſhall be the firſt to ani- 


geon to their Office, Health is the Object 
of his eager Hopes, and therefore ſoftens 
every Pain. In ſhort, as St. Peter Chry/ſologus 
ſays, No Cure is intolerable to a Perſon 
*© whoſe Life is dear to him.” Ah! Thus, 
thus is it too with every true unfeigned Pe- 
nitent. He who approaches to Confeſſion in 
a Spirit of ſerious Penance muſt love Gop, for 
the future, as much as He diſregarded him for 


as much as he fondled himſelf before. 
Nay St. Auguſtin makes it the Definition 
of a perſect Penitent to have theſe two 
Qualities of Love for Gop and Hatred for 
himſelf, © A Penitent, ſays. He, is a 


Anger is founded in Love, that is, in 
* Love for Gop.” Who ever loved 
Gop, without ſuffering chearfully for Goy? 


out treating himſelf with Rigour ? Ah Chri- 
ſtians! Believe me: The Man, who is truly 
Penitent of his Sins, thinks no Penance too 
ſevere which can repair the injured Honour 
of the Gop he loves; thinks no Puniſn- f 


ee 


* 
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the Sins he confeſſes. I have indeed met 
with a Penitent, here and there, in this 
happy Diſpoſition. O how rayiſh'd have 
I been with Joy to ſee an ancient Officer, 
of forty Years military Service, ſo innocent 
throughout Life as even to perplex me at 
a general Confeſſion - to. find certain Matter 
for Abſolution ; and yet fo oppreſt with 
an Exceſs of Confuſion and Contrition for 
Imperfections, work-up, in his humble Ima- 
gination, to all the Horror of enormous 
Crimes, as with a Flood of Tears to re- 
proach me, with ſubmiſſive Remonſtrances, 
for over Lenity in giving him a Penance, 
which the greateſt Sinners of you, Chri- 
ſtians, would perhaps think too exorbitant 
a Penalty! Ah! Who could forbear, at 
ſuch a Scene, the melting into Tears of 
Tenderneſs ? But ah! How Few have I 
met-with of ſuch Penitents in Compariſon 
of the Many, who, offering themſelves at 
every Confeſſor's Feet, are like ſuch fantaſti- 
cal Sick-Men, as ſend for the Phyſician 
to make him a Recital of their Pains and 
Diſtempers, but when he comes to pre- 
ſcribe a Remedy to their Evils, they grow 
reſtive, if not quite furious! Such, Beloved 
Auditors, ſuch are the Groſs Abuſes com- 
mitted in the Holy Sacrament of Penance, 
by which the Confeſſions of a Multitude 
of Chriſtians are render'd not only invalid 
but often-times Sacrilegious, and for the 
W 8 2 major 
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major Part at leaſt fruitleſs? Such the 
Cauſes, why ſo Many Dumb-Men are not 
reſtored to the right Faculty of Speech; 
and, why the Dumb-Devil, inſtead of 
being caſt out of their Hearts by the Sa- 
cramental Grace' of Chriſt, eſtabliſhes his 
Dominion over them more-and more. It 
is tune then that I proceed to point-out to 
you the Cauſes of theſe Cauſes, the Prin- 
ciples'of theſe Abuſes, and the Means of 
removing them, "A 


— 


II. It is abſurd to expect, that a Man 


| ſhould go to Confeſſion with any truly Pe- 


nitential Spirit, without being thoroughly 
acquainted with his inward State; nor can 
he be deſirous to puniſh himſelf or accept 
of Puniſhment, without being Senſible of 


his Guilt, diſpleaſed with it, and reſolute 


to break with it. This requires then a 
previous ſerious Examen of Conſcience, a a 
deep Sorrow, and a ſteady Determination : 
Theſe then are neceſſary, indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary Preparations for a good Confeſſion: 
And therefore by caſting an Eye on the uſual 


Method of applying to theſe Preparations 


among modern Chriftians, we ſhall imme- 


diately find-out the real Cauſes of the little 


Fruit they now reap from the Holy Sacra- 
ment of Penance. And what is the Exa- 
men of Conſcience now in uſe? Why---- A 


Chriſtian ſhall have had the Courage to ſtay 


away 
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away from the Holy Sacraments for ſeve- 
ral Months together, ſwelling the Number 
Eve of ſome ſolemn Feſtival comes : And, 


or by the Example of the devout Part of 
the Faithful, or perhaps by a certain 
Something - of Senſitive Inclination which 
prompts him to do as Others do, He re- 
ſolves to go to Confeſſion, Now judge 
You, if, with his Thoughts ſo little in Order, 
he has not a hard Task to ſurmount be- 


many Hours, Days, nay Weeks, totally 
bridled Libertinage? Judge you, how a 


can avoid being' loſt and bewilder'd in the 
darkſome Maze of ſo many Vices. Ah 


paſſionating him beforehand ? But why ſo? 
On the contrary, Obſerve but with what 


One Quarter of an Hour's Recollection Suf- 


the 


\ 


of his Sins beyond that of his Days: The 


invited by the pious Pomp of the Seaſon, 


fore he can regulate his Accounts of fo 
waſted in the licentious Courſes of an un- 


Memory ever ſo happy, ever ſo vigorous - 


what Difficulty will he not have to dittricate 
himſelf from ſo many knotty Perplexities, 
ſo many Intrigues, ſuch a Confuſion of 
complicated Crimes! Who can help com- 


incredible Eaſe he diſpatches the Affair. 


fices to conquer every Difficulty, and to 
clear-up to him faithfully and diſtinctly all 
the Sins of the Whole Year. But what! 
A Quarter of an Hour? And can ſo little 
ſuffice to reckon-up a Multitude of Sins, 


133 


On the Third SunxpAy in L- E N T. 
the Variety of aggravating Circumſtances 
attending them, and the Difference of their 
Species, the Miſchiefs of their Conſe- 
quences ? So little is required and no more? 
Juſtly then may we liken a Chriſtian who 
examins his Conſcience to a Man wha ſur- 
veys himſelf in a Glaſs. Whoever beholds 
his Perſon in a Glaſs, fees himſelf, it is 
true; but ſees himſelf all together. A Mir- 
ror is a momentary Painter ſhewing us to 
ourſelves, not Part by Part. It does not 
deliniate firſt the Head, then the Heart, 
then the Arms, the Neck, the Dreſs and 
ſo on: But all in a Groupe throws us out 
juſt as we appear before it. Such is the 
Talent too of thoſe Examinations of Con- 


| - ſcience now ſo rife among Chriſtians. . And 


We may compare almoſt every modern 
Penitent to a Man beholding the Countenance 
of his Nativity in a Glaſs. He confider'd 
himſelf, and went his Way, and bye-and-bye 
forgot what a One he was * He has ſeen 
his Sins, but ſeen them in a Groupe, if not 
perhaps barely the very firſt Out-lines of 
them; and content with this, without far- 
ther Labour or Anxiety, carries his ſhapeleſs 
ill-digeſted Matter to the Feet of a Con- 
feſſor. And is This, O Chriſttans, to be 
call'd a penitential Examen of your Con- 
ſciences. No, Beloved, no: It is a groſs 
Miſtake. To examin yourſelves thoroughly, 
you muſt go more ſeriouſly to work: Your 
Memory 
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Memory muſt proceed with ſollicitous Lei- 
ſure, and look through your paſt Life, 
part by part. It muſt ſcrutinize eve 
Thought of Pride, of Luſt, of Envy, of 
Rancour, of Idleneſs, of Impiety: It muſt 
call to Account every Word of Falſhood, 
of Pique, of Detraction, of Scandal: It 


muſt ſummon before it every Action of 5 
lajauſtice, of uncharitableneſs, of Scandal: 


It muſt ſearch into all the Occaſions of 


Stumbling, remote as well as near, which 


have not been avoided: At what Time, in 
what Place, with what Company, by what 


Means, on what Account or Conjuncture 
ſo many, ſo great, and ſo various Offences 


have been conſented to and perpetrated 
againſt Gop, Let every Penitent then who 
is truly Such, erect in his Mind a Tribunal, 


which may be beforehand with That of the 


Divine Juſtice : Thither let him cite ev 

Fault he has committed: There let him 
ſearch it, let him queſtion, let him pat it 
to the Rack for the Diſcovery of it's Enor- 


mity : And there, in a word, fulfilling the 


Part of an attentive impartial Judge, and, 


—_— the Cauſe with ſevereſt Nicety, 


let him }l Gop's Sentence, ſnatching 
the Rod of Rigour from the Almighty's 
Hand, and force his infinit Clemency to 
pronounce a full Abſolution in the Words of 

a St. 
** becauſe he has not ſpared himſelf,” 


Yet 


\ 
| 3 


tin: Even let us ſpare Man 
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Yet ah how fruitleſs; I fear, will not this 
Counſel prove! Where ſhall we find a 
Penitent thus rigid with his Sins? 

It is not, that I doubt in the leaſt but 


what Many Chriſtians uſe fome Sort of 


Endeavours to ſearch for their Sins. But 
alas! too much Reaſon have to fear, that 
the -major Part accompany their Search 
for their Sins, with the Defire of not find- - 

ing them : And hence is it, that they 
ſuffer their Paſſions, their moſt corrupted 
Appetites, to live in perfect undiſturbed 
'Tranquillity : In this, not unlike the ſenſeleſs 
Laban. When Jacob departed with his Sub- 
ſtance and Wives from his ungenerous Fa- 
ther- i-Law Laban, Rachel the Gentil's Favo- 
rit Daughter robb'd him of his Idols and car- 
ried them. off with her. When the Old Man 
miſs'd them mounting on his Steed, he 
purſues the Robbers: And, coming-up. with 
Jacob, furiouſly reproaches him: Why bas't 
thou ſtolen my Gods? * Jacob pleads In- 
nocence of the Matter; and Laban, more 
irritated than ever, alights, ſearches and 
re- ſearches, topſy-turvying all the Furniture 


in the Tents of his Son- in-Law, of his 
Daughter Liab, and of the Hand-maids; 


but all in vain: His Gods are not there: 
Having enter d into the Tent of Jacob and 
and of Liah and of both the Hand- mai ds, 
he found them not. 4 It was no difficult 
Matter then for Laban to perceive, as well 15 
IF the 
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his artful Plunderer was his Favorit Rachel, ; 


8 


thei Change of her Countenance, which © 
without belp of Words pronounced her 
Guilty, as by the Poſture She fat in, that - 


that Rachel, in a word, was actually ſe- N 
creting the Idols She had robb' d him of. ; 


And nevertheleſs he never ſo much as 
attempts to ſearch her. And why not? 
Ah! it is becauſe Rachel is his Favorit: 
© Rachel is his Darling, beſt- beloved Doat= 
00 ing-Piece, /ays a venerable. Eapoſitor, and 
ce therefore is he afraid to diſturb her. O 


bow many Labans,” dear- loved Auditors! 


How many Labans are there not, in the 
Midſt of Chriſtianity, who, for Fear of 


diſturbing a favorit Paſſion, under the Wing 


of which ſome vicious Idol of their Souls 


is ſecreted, either ſearch not, or ſearch 


with ſuch Fear of finding as is worſe 


than not ſearching at all! Vou, O Voung 


Man, have ſearch'd your Conſcience; and, 


in ſearching, your Conſcience has call da 
out to you: O that Billet-doux,” pre- 


ſerved with ſo much Tenderneſs amidſt 
the choiceſt of your Rarities, and read 


every: now and then with ſo much in ward 


Revolution of Heart, ſo much Fluctuation 


of ſenſitive Spirits, ſo much Diſorder of 
your Thoughts! But alas! What Evil, 
and yet modeſt. Tis written with the 


Pen of * itſelf, and has never yet 
Vor. * Ms 5 i hurt 


cry, can be in This? 'Tis affectionate = 
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* hurt me. Thanks to Heaven, my Heart is 
« yet free. What Harm then can there be, 
* 1n reading it ſometimes: And much more 
_ ©©: where can the Sin- be in keeping it in 
* my Poſſeſſion?” O Lady! Have You 
ever at your Examen of Conſcience re- 
flected on that Miniature lock'd-up with 

ſuch tender Care in your Scrutore? And 
_*< what Occaſion for Reflection? It is a 
«* Picture done by an excellent Hand: It 
« is a Maſter-Piece: It is decent to the 
*. utmoſt, And can there then be Harm 
nin gazing on. a Picture? What tho' the 
Original may have fired my Countenance, 
can theſe lifeleſs Colours bring any Pre- 
« judice to my Innocence?” Tell me; 
Do your Eyes, never in beholding raiſe a 
Sedition in your Heart? * Ves: But ſtill, 
e thanks to the Divine Grace, I remain 
«© Miſtreſs of myſelf.” And what Surety 
have you, Either of you, that, preſuming 
thus on the Divine Grace, you ſhall long 
continue to maintain that Superiority you 
truſt- to ſo injudiciouſſy? O Lawyers! O 
Merchants! O Tradeſmen ! There are cer- 
tain Articles in your Accounts which are not 
ſo juſt as they ſhould be, even according 
to your own way of Reckoning; and 
much leſs according to That of God : Yet 
are there Many Years, that you have gone- 
on confeſſing every Mouth, and theſe 
Articles are ſtill left in Oblivion. But to 
REES = a 5 adjuſt 
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© adjuſt them rightly it would quite break 
* through theOeconomy of our lucrative In- 
4 tereſts. Our Quiet requires that we ſhould 


© never think of them.” O Chriſtian La- 


bans ! How ſollicitous are you in ſearching, 
not to find what you ſearch for! O Rachels ! * 


© Favorit Paſſions! How many Idols do 
you conceal | How many Sins are left un- 


ſearch'd-for, or are -examin'd but ſuper- 


ficially, for fear of diſturbing You! Yet 
| ſearch you muſt, Beloved Faithful: You 
muſt ſearch with Eagerneſs to find-out, 


not only your Sins, but all your Attach- 


ments to Them: You muſt endeavour to 
diſcover, not ſo much the Idols alone which 
are hidden in your Hearts, but ſtill more 
the Paſſions which conceal them. And 
then I will allow you to be in. earneſt in 


your Examen, then I will acknowledge 


you to be ſerious Penitents, Penitents in- 
deed. | ; | 


But Some of You will tell me, perhaps, 5 


that you have no irregular Paſſions; and 
| X wi tho' ſo much Exactitude may 
be requiſit for People of vehement Dil- 
Poſitions, yet you may live quiet without 
taking hah 

What Chriſtians ! You without diſorderly 
Paſſions? Are you then inſenſible to Love, to 


Hatred, to Envies, to Jealouſies, to Piques, to 


Suſpicions? You without Paſſions? Whence 


then comes that ſecret Tranſport of Joy at 
oy T 2 | the 


a deal of Pains in your Examen. 
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the Sight of a certain Perſon ? That gnawing 
Diſcontent, when that Other is well-ſpoken- 
of, advanced, or eſteem'd? You without 
Paſſions? Search, I ſah once more, ſearch 
your Conſciences to the Bottom: And you 
will find but too evidently that you have 
ſcarce any Thing elſe. Alas I have 
* examin'd myſelf over and over: And 
« yet for my part ſcarce can I find; ſuffi- 
* cient Matter to compleat-a Confeſſion, ” 

Is it poſſible? O that it was not more 
_ probable, that your Indigence is the Effect 
of Plenty, and that the only Reaſon why 
you cannot find Sins in yourſelves is 
that the Multitude of them perplexes your 
Attention and puzzles you about where 
to begin! Ambition, Avarice, Luxury and 
Revenge are now the four Elements which 
govern the Purſuits of a Chriſtian World; 
and Chriſtians find no Sins to confeſs ? 
Luſt of Power, Luſt of Riches, Luſt of 
Pleaſures, Luſt of Praiſe, divide their Em- 
= equally over the rational Creation. 
Zvery-One is now for fixing the Character 
of Man, of Honour, of Worth, of Inte- 
grity to ſuch ſiniſter Putſuits of Sen- 
ſuality as the modiſh Iniquity of the Age 
gives Countenance to: Every-One is for 
making a Figure at Balls, at Entertainments, 

. at Aſſemblies, at every profane Theatre, 
with the Patrimony which ſhould” paſs to 

their Poſterity, woven into coſtly Habits, 
| 5 1 melted 
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into extravagant Equipages : Every- One 18 


for over- topping every Equal in Smartneſs 
of Speech, in the Caprices of Faſhion, in the 
Licentiouſneſs of Life. The ve Word of 4 


. Gop,' ſo awful, ſo ſacred, ſo ſalutary, is 


now become the Mſtfument: of. Witticiiin: | 


the Zeſt of a Joke, the Salt of a Double- 
Entendre: And the facred' Sacrifice of the 
Altar is reduced, even among Chriſtians 
who paſs for well diſciplin'd, to be 


Matter of Aſſigmnent: How many of them 


59 to it by wer a + pom go to it by way 

of Cuſtom; go to it to ſhew or learn 
Falhiohs j to meet a Friend, to ſhew 4 
Courteſy or Reſentment, or to paſs an 
Hour agreeably in good Company. Elſe 
why ſhould a Noon'Paryers, the laſt Plank 


for Quality-Sloth; have a more crouded 


ſplendid Audience than all the foregoing 
Prayers of the Day? Every- where Game 
is going forward: Sport is promoted: 
Frauds, Calummyi Riots, Licentious Prac- 


tices i are encouraged and catried-on, in 
Cloſets in Aſſemblies, in the Streets, in 


every Place and i in every Seaſon ; not even 
the Sanctuary is free from theſe Exceſſes 
not the ſacred penitential Time of Len. 
All Theſe are diametrically oppoſit to the 


practical Duties of every Chriſtian. All 


Theſe are committed by Chriſtians: and 
wr are Chriſtians FR to find Sins to 
accuſe 


melted: into expenſive Diſhes, or wrought 5 


5 


accuſe themſelves of? Ah! Too many and 
too frequent are the Sins committed by 
Every Chriſtian. Too plainly do they ſhew 
_ themſelves in the Irregularity of our Lives: 


ſo obſtinate a Blindneſs. The Caſe is, that 
the Licentiouſneſs of our Lives darkens our 


tercept our Attention: The Caſe is, that 


we are unreſolved to amend. Our Sins 


ſions. We muſt give- up thoſe dangerous 
Friendſhips; we muſt renounce thoſe diſ- 


up this Poſt, that Charge, which yields to 
us with a conſiderable earthly Lucre, a 
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Too ſeverely do we feel the Weight of them 
in the Indignation of Heaven burſting on 
our Heads : And ſtill are they not known 
to us? Ah! What can be the Occaſion of 


Intellects: The Caſe is, that our Self- love 
leſſens to our Obſervation the Load which 
oppreſſes us: The Caſe is, that the Intereſts 
and Conveniences of a flattering World in- 


we are loth to ſurvey them with piercing 
Lights, and renouncing our own - Lights 
we even ſhun the Advice of Men of Pene- M 
tration who might help us to hunt our 
lurking Vices out of their hiding Holes: 


The Caſe is, in ſhort, that we affect Igno- - | 


rance and are unwilling to find-out what 
therefore muſt not be examin' d- into; be- 


cauſe once they are found- out, the fatal 
Diſcovery would diſturb our darling Diver- 


fipating Entertainments; we muſt throw- 


much more conſiderable Sum of Iniquity. 
Gp But 
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But O Deareſt Fellow-Chriſtians! Let me 
by the tender Love I bear you, conjure 

ou to throw-off this voluntary Blindneſs, 
xamin, I. conjure, . examin your Con- 
ſciences, like ſerious Penitents, if you ſe= 
riouſly wiſh. to be penitent. Examin your 
very Examens hitherto made. Examin the 
Examen you ſhall make for your next 
Eaſter Devotion. Examin with the Defire 
of probing to the utmoſt Depth of your 
ſpiritual Wounds, Who knows but. ſuch 
a new Diligence may diſcover to you all 
that Corruption which has hitherto kept you 
in ſo groſs a Self-Ignorance and may force 
you to cry-out, with the perfect Repentance 
of a David: © O my Gop what a Gan- 
“ grene, what a Maſs of Corruption, have 4 
« not my Sins bred within me, for want 
** of looking into them. ſeriouſly and in 
* Time! O wretched Folly of Mine! O 
e the Madneſs, to let the Evil run to ſuch 
* a Length, without applying a Remedy! 
While my Sores are putrified and cor- 1 
e rupted _ of my Foohſhneſs.” * pala 
Many, you fee Chriſtians, are the Errors π | 
committed in the Examen of Conſcience. ' 
But ah! ſtill many more are the Miſtakes, 
and much greater Ones, which Chriſtians 
fall- into, their Examen made and even 
rightly made: Miſtakes which relate not 
to the Want of Knowledge of our Sins, 
but to the Defect of Sorrow for them. O 
e | Beloved! 
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Beloved | Too well do I know, that what 
I have yet to ſay will appear frightful : 


And I own it terrible enough to intimi- . 


date ſtouter Hearts than yours. But ſtill 


how can I love you as tenderly as myſelf 
and not communicate to you the.dread I 
feel at the Words of my indignant Goo 
to modern Penitents : But Words did I ſay ? 


Rather are they Bolts of penetrating Thun- 


der: I have attended, ſays the Lord, 1 
have . attended and | hearken'd: There is 


Vo.One who doth Penance for bis Sin, 
* Ferem. ſaying, what have I dane. What, my 


Gop! Is there No-One, who doesPenance, 


ſay ſt Thou? Abſolutely No-One? Ah! 


What then are ſo many Chriſtians doing 
on every Firſt Sunday of the Month, on 
every ſolemn Feſtival? What are thoſe 
Throngs of penſive Sinners about, who, 
crouding the confeſſionals, ſo rudely ſtrike 
their penitential Breaſts and mournfull 


cry-out, Peccavi : I have finn'd, through 


« my own Fault, through my moſt grievous 
« Fault?” Are None of theſe doing Pe- 


- Nance in good earneſt? ** No, not One: 
ere is Mo- One who does Penance for 


«© his Sin. That Tribe of Self-Accuſers 


'© have not a true Sorrow: Their Sorrow is 
all Fiction: A Lie of the Eyes: They 
weep indeed; but their Tears are like 
the Tears of Marble moiſten'd by South- 
« weſterly Winds. Part of them go to 

e £* Confeſſion 
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c Confeſſion out of Cuſtom, Part of them 
to ſave Appearances: Part of them again 
© are led thither by a certain ſenſitive 
“ Compunction, the abortive Brat of a mo-' 
* mentary Remorſe. But Few very Few 
*.touch'd by a lively laſting Sorrow. In 
ee ſhort, It is a prevaricating Generation, 
* ho is neither forry for having ſinn'd, 


* ought to have, The Prevaricatrefs' hath 
„ not retirn'd to me in ber whole Heart, 


Almighty any Thing hyperbolical, or merely 
emphatical. No: It is pure and ſimple 
and full of Moderation, as we muſt ſee, if 
we do but form to ourſelves a right Idea 
of the Sorrow requiſit to true Repentance. 
For. let us conſider this Sorrow! as the 
Effect of our Fears of Hell, or of our De- 
fires of Heaven, and call it Attrition: Or 
let us conſider it as the Fruit of a generous 
Love for Gop and call it Contrition : Still 
muſt it be a Sorrow of Heart, a Sorrow of 
the whole Soul. This Sorrow, if we may 
believe a St. Auguſtin, muſt give the Soul 
as much Torture AS Sin afforded Pleaſure 
to the Senſe, This Sorrow, according to 
St. Bernard, muſt rouze in the Penitent 
ſuch à vigorous Wrath againſt himſelf as 


afflicted Sinner, which may ſoften and 
Vor. II. | 


“nor ſorry for not having the Sorrow-they -- 


© but'in Falſehood, faith our Lord. eren: 
Nor is there in this Reaſoning of the 


ſhall awake in Gop a Tenderneſs for the | 


U appeaſe 
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appeaſe the juſt Indignation He had con- 
ceived againſt him, This Sorrow, ſays the 
Holy Pope Gregory, muſt reach even to 
exaſperate the Penitent againſt Sin with 
implacable Hatred; and to charm him 
with a ſincere and unconquerable Love of 
Virtue, But, to omit the innumerable 
Explanations of the Holy Fathers and 
Councils, and 228 ourſelves to the bare 
genuin Senſe of the Words Contrition and 


Attrition, that is, a Rending or Breaking in 
Pieces: This Sorrow ſhould rend, ſhould 
tear in Pieces, ſhould diſſolve with Anguiſh 
the very Heart of the Penitent. Come then, 
O Chriſtian Penitents : Give what Account 
you can of the Sorrow you have hitherto 
felt. Can you ſay, that you have expe- 


rienced Any-thing in yonr paſt Confeſſions 
which ſeem'd big with Theſe Fruits? Did 
you feel any ſuch bitter Anguiſh ; any 
ſuch painful Rendings of Heart; any ſuch 
raging Self- deteſtation; any ſuch implacable 
Hatred to Vice; any ſuch melting, tender 
Love for Virtue? If you did not feel Theſe; 
how can you flatter yourſelves that you had 
any real Sorrow? If you felt them; how 
comes it that you have given no outward 
Signs of them in the Change of your Lives? 
Ah Beloved Children ! Let but an enormous 
Nail be lodged in a Tree and pierce it to 
the Sap; and ſoon ſhall you perceive that 

the Heart of the noble Plant is wounded. 


Strait 
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' Strait do the Verdant Honours of it's Foliage 11 
decay; Each gaudy Leaf grows yellow; 
Each Bloſſom faintly flowers-out without 
the Seeds of vegetable Life; and the un- 
ripen'd Fruit (if Any riſes into Form) falls 
rotten from the withering Stem. 80 let a 
real penitential Sorrow but pierce the Soul 
in earneſt; and who may not perceive that 
It is wounded? Farewell then to Pomps; 
Farewell to Diverſions; Farewell to diſ- 
ſipating Company, to Entertainments and 
ſplendid Equipages. The Soul, all intent 
on ruminating the Gall of it's own Grief, 
can furniſh Attention, Memory, Life, for 
Nothing, but, for the killing Thought of 
- having ſinn'd. Unquiet, diſturb'd and 
reſtleſs, it revolves itſelf, this way and that, 
towards the various Objects which help'd It 
to offend it's Gop ; and always with Horror, 
ever with Angniſh and Deteſtation, © 0 
e that Houſe! O that unhappy Creature! 
e O that fatal Praiſe, that ſordid Intereſt, 
* that deceitful Show of Pleaſure! O that 
Company, that Occaſion which led me 
* to wound myſelf, to wound my Jxsvus 
** whom I ought to love more than myſelf! - 
OO wretched Remembrance! And yet do 
« 1 live? Yet am I not dead with Shame? 
* Yet will not this Heart burſt and be diſ- 
*© ſolved with Grief?” Dear-loved Auditors 
of mine! Who among You, with all the 
Sorrows you have felt in ſo many Con- 
| U 2 feſſions, 
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appeaſe the juſt Indignation He had con- 


ceived againſt him, This Sorrow, ſays the 


Holy Pope Gregory, muſt reach even to 
exaſperate the Penitent againſt Sin with 


implacable Hatred; and to charm him 
with a ſincere and unconquerable Love of 
Virtue, But, to omit the innumerable 
Explanations of the Holy Fathers and 
Councils, and N ourſelves to the bare 
genuin Senſe of the Words Contrition and 


 Attrition, that is, a Rending or Breaking in 


Pieces: This Sorrow ſhould rend, ſhould 
tear in Pieces, ſhould diſſolve with Anguiſh 
the very Heart of the Penitent. Come then, 
O Chriſtian Penitents: Give what Account 
you can of the Sorrow you have hitherto 


felt. Can you ſay, that you have expe- 


rienced Any-· thing in yonr paſt Confeſſions 
which ſeem'd big with Theſe Fruits? Did 
you feel any ſuch bitter Anguiſh ; any 
ſuch painful Rendings of Heart; any ſuch 


raging Self- deteſtation; any ſuch implacable 


Hatred to Vice; any ſuch melting, tender 


Love for Virtue? ? If you did not feel Theſe; 


how can you flatter yourſelves that you had 
any real Sorrow? If you felt them; how 


comes it that you have given no outward 


Signs of them in the Change of your Lives? 


Ah Beloved Children! Let but an enormous 


Nail be lodged in a Tree and pierce it to 
the Sap; and ſoon ſhall you perceive that 


Strait 
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Strait do the Verdant Honours of its Foliage 
decay; Each gaudy Leaf grows yellow; 
Each Bloſſom faintly flowers-out without 

the Seeds of vegetable Life; and the un- 
ripen'd Fruit (if Any riſes into Form) falls 
rotten from the withering Stem. 80 let a 
real penitential Sorrow but pierce the Soul 
in earneſt; and who may not perceive that 
It is wounded? Farewell then to Pomps; 
Farewell to Diverfions; Farewell to dif- 
ſipating Company, to Entertainments and 
ſplendid Equipages. The Soul, all intent 
on ruminating the Gall of it's own Grief, 
can furniſh Attention, Memory, Life, for 
Nothing, but, for the killing Thonght of 


having finn'd, Unquiet, difturb'd and 


reſtleſs, it revolves itſelf, this way and that, 
towards the various Objects which help'd It 
to offend it's Gop; and always with Horror, 
ever with Angniſh and Deteſtation. O 
* that Houſe! O that unhappy Creature! 
0 O that fatal Praiſe, that ſordid Intereſt, 
« that deceitful Show of Pleaſure! O that 
Company, that Occaſion which led me 
* to wound myſelf, to wound my Jxsvs 
* whom I ought to love more than myſelf! 
O wretched Remembrance! And yet do 
% live? Yet am I not dead with Shame? 
« Yet will not this Heart burſt and be diſ- 
* ſolved with Grief?” Dear-loved Auditors 
of mine! Who among You, with all the 
Sorrows you have felt in ſo many Con- 
s e U-'2 feſſions, 
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feſſions, ever felt any Thing like This? 


Which of you ever addreſt yourſelves in 


Words like Theſe? With what a Countenance 
have you hitherto thrown yourſelves at your 


| Confeſſor's Feet? With what Tears have 


you bathed the enormous Catalogue of your 


Offences? With what Fervor have you ſet 
about renewing your Spirit? With what 


Horror have you look'd upon the Occaſions 
of Sin? O Heavens! what Diſorders do 1 


not ſee? How often do I ſee you enter 
the Confeſſionals, thence to paſs to the 


Sacred Banquet of IEsu's Body and Blood, 
with thoſe very Gaieties and gaudy Trap- 

pings, which you could at worſt but go 
deck'd-in -to a profane Entertainment? 
When every Dictate of Decorum would re- 
quire you to enter there in an humble, tho 
decent, Garb. I hear you declare your Sins, 


in the ſame Tone as you would a Fable, I 
hear you-palliate your former Faults with 


freſh Ones; Father, I accuſe myſelf of _ 


4 this Sin or that: But it is not ſo much 


* my Fault as the Fault of that Perſon, 


5 by Name, who provoked me, who temp- 


10 en) me, who made me fin. Or Father, 
851 accuſe myſelf of having told a Lie by 
% way of Excuſe: But to alleviate that 
Lie with another; pleaſe to hear the 
* Excuſe of this Excuſe. I was forced to tell 
Hh to hinder Such-a-One fram ſwearing, 
from * from being in a 8 3 85 
| „ 
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Ah Hypocriſy | Can there be real Sorrow 
in defaming Others to palliate our own Ini: 
' quity ? Can He be a truly contrite Penitent, 
who confeſſes his Sins, not to humble him- -S 
ſelf but to expoſe Others? And yet how l 
many ſuch Confeſſions are heard! How 
many ſuch Penitents ſeen! Ah Chriſtians! + 
How many of you even bring to the Tri- 
bunal of Penance your Perfumes, ' your 1 
| Vanities, your Fopperies and Coquetteries 
your giddy or ſolemn Airs, your Haughti- 
neſs, your Inſolencies and Impertinences! 
S. carce do you breathe a Sigh there; ſcarce 
do you ſpend a Tear: To ſee you bluſh or 
turn pale, to ſee you faint or tremble would 
be Matter of Surpriſe : And yet do you pre- 
tend to have Sorrow? And yet do you ſteal 
Abſolution from your deceived Confeſſor? 
Ahl I ſhould not have thought, that there 
Could be a Sorrow ſo genteel, that there could 
be ſo modiſh and eaſy a Method of Penance: 
At leaſt in all the Diſciplin of Chriſt T have 
never found any thing of this Sort. 
But there is one Reaſon which weighs 
with me more than all Others to* convince _ 
me, that the Sorrow of Many Chriſtians | 
who approach to the Holy Sacrament .of 
Penance is but a hypocrite Sorrow: And . 
That is, the ſeeing fo very little Sincerity 
and Steadineſs in the good Purpoſes they 
make in Confeſſion; the finding ſo little 
Amendment in their Manners after Con- 
| | feſſion ; 
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feſſion; the obſerving no Improvement in 


Virtue; the remarking, in ſhort, ſo many 


'  lamentable Relapſes. Hear how firmly the 


Great Tertullian ſpeaks: © There Penance 
« 1s neceſſarily vain, where no Amend- 
«© ment follows.” Ah my Dear Penitent ! 
Are you then reſolved, ſay you, to repair 
all your former Miſtakes? How do. I not 
fear, that the ſecret Affections of your Heart 


are not in perfect Agreement with the peni- 


tential Diſpoſition of your Tongue ! You 
promiſe, no more to purſue Revenge, no 
more to yield to the Incentives of the Fleſh, - 


no more to be carried away by Intempe- 


rance, Injuſtice, Ambition, Avarice. But 


your Heart in the mean time full-well 


:nows, that you will go-on doing for the 


future, what you profeſs to repent of 


having done for the paſt. You have fre- 
quented bad Company, * in fearch of 
ſinful Occaſions, given Way to dangerous 
Curioſities, promoted Converſations offen- 
five to Modeſty : You have confeſt. all this 


and firmly purpoſe in Words to flee all 
' theſe Dangers: But are you not in your 


Hearts at the ſame time doubtful, whether 


. you. ſhall go in ſearch of them again the 
- very Evening after your Communion ? You 


kept not the laſt Lent; but then you pro- 
miſed laſt Eaſter to keep the Lent we are 
in. However you have ſince then found 
freſh Pretexts not to keep the Preſent. 
| e For 
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For Many Years you have ſuffer'd Intem- 
Tance to govern .you: And now again the 
Seaſon of Compunction revolves, and you 
| infiſt afreſh that you abſolutely will re- 
form. But why ſo reſolute? What Aſſur- 
| ances do you give me, that to this new 
Promiſe You will not be as upfaithful as 
You all along have proved to Thoſe you 
repeatedly made in ſo many former Con- 

feſſions? Or do you not even, perhaps, 
ſecretly cheriſh in your Souls a moral Cer- 
tainty of returning to your next Con- 
feſſion loaded with the ſame Sins the ſame 

| ſpecific Guilt, which you come burden d 

with to Fung and which you 58 think 
ä are ſorry for? And can you hope then 
9 = believe that theſe Sins this 

Guilt are Matter of Sorrow to you? 

Have you never ſeen a Woman in Sorrow 
for the treacherous Aſſaſſination of a dear- 
loved Husband ? The very Sight of the fatal 
Inſtrument which executed the barbarous 
Deed ſhall make her ſwoon. Shew her but 
the empurpled Shirt, or Veſt or otherGarment 
which firſt received the dire Stroke: But 
int out to her the melancholy Spot, where 
the lamented Victim fell in breathleſs Ago- 

. nies, yet colour'd with his Blood; and She 
too ſhall drop quite- lifeleſs in your Arms 
with the Exceſs of over-whelming Sorrow, 

Whole Months, whole Years are paſt 
from the cruental Period which commenced 


ES her 
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5 Widow-hood, and She ſtill k 


irre- 


concileably averſe from Every-One from 


every Thing which is in Tye or Correſpon- 
dence with the deteſted Murderer. Wife, 
Children, Friends and Family; and even 


the Name of the cruental Enemy, are all 


Matter of equal Horror to her. And the 
bare Memory of the outrageous Fact is 
ſo inſufferable as ſeemingly to hurry her 
exaſperated Soul out of itſelf. In vain 
does all the Prieſthood, with the Goſpel, 
with the Crucifix in hand; endeavour: to 
ſooth her into Peace. No, no: Nath 


leſs will appeaſe her Grief' than the Glut of 


Revenge; the Offender muſt bleed, muſt 


die, muſt be deſtroyd. But why all this 
implacable Rage? Why? Her | hatred ” 
implacable becauſe her Grief. is inſu 

table. The Exceſs of her Rage is Fic A 
Effect of her Exceſs of Sorrow. You, Be- 
loved, would fain perſuade me that you are 


in real Grief for having offended for having 


ſinn' d: And truly if your Grief has the 


Symptoms I have juſt been ſpeaking of, BY 


will allow it to be ſincere. Sin then has 
aſſaſſinated, not your Deareſt Friend only, 
but the Deareſt neareſt Part of yourſelf, 
your precious Soul itſelf, and has widow'd 
you of the Divine Grace. And You, exaſpe- 


rated againſt the guilty Traitor, have pro- 


miſed in many a Confeſſion to puniſh it; 
have. vow-d an implacable Hatred to it; 


and 


NF 


even to Deſtruction. But what Hatred 
have you ſhewn to it? What but a ſham 
Hatred could yours be; if your ſpiritual 
Wounds ſtill bleeding, you have made 
Peace with Iniquity, enter'd into League 
with Sin, and hugg'd Vice to your Breaſt 


as your Darling Idol? Should a Woman in 


the Circumſtance above-mention'd, within 


a few Days after, nay within a few Years, - 


nay ever at all; conſent to wed the Butcher 
of her lamented Love : who would not fay, 
who would not think and juſtly think, that 
her former Tears coſt her Nothing? Would 
not Every-One have a Colour to pronounce, 
that her ſeeming Rage was all Grimace, 


that her Tranſports of Fury were all the 


Work of Deceit, and that her pretended 
Sorrow never penetrated farther than her 
Eyes? Ah Chriſtians! Neither muſt You 
then expect any more favourable Judg- 
ment from the Fathers of the Church, 
while, pretending to have Sorrow for your 
Sins, you are wedded to them. You pro- 
<-fels Vourſelves Penitents, /ays the Great 
« St. Ferom ; give me leave then to en- 


quire, for I am defirous to know, what 


* it is you: repent of?” You loved the 
Ajpnſemcars of the Stage heretofore; and 
do you now like evangelic Sermons better ? 


You delighted one while in Ridottos and 


Aſſemblies: : Do you now delight leſs in 
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them and more in the Air of a Church or 
a Chapel? You uſed to take Pleaſure onſy 


in profane Entertainments: Is your chief 


Pleaſure now in the Holy Banquet of Di- 
vine Communion ? Do you at preſent love 
Retirement and Piety as well as you have 


loved Rioting and Diffipation ? Have Mo- 


deſty and Compoſure taken Place of the 
Vanity and Levity you were ſo fond of? 
Have you at laſt declared an endleſs War 
againſt Paſſion, Pride, and worldly Punctilio 
to eſtabliſh a deathleſs Peace with Humility 
and Meekneſs? If you have not; how can 


you pretend to have Sorrow? If your Pur- 


pofes are languid, and, like unſubſtantial 
Smoak, no ſooner raiſed than evaporated 
what can your Sorrow be but Fiction and 
Pretence? You may form Ideas, and flat- 
ter yourſelves as you pleaſe: But, for m 
Part, I cannot think otherwiſe than with 
St. Ferom, that he only deſerves the Name 
of a Penitent, who reſolutely abhors, not 
only his paſt Guilt, but all fature Occaſions 
of Guilt. Him, ſays the Venerable Father, 
Him (and Him only) I call a Penitent, 
% who now deteſts what he once loved.” 
Thus far then, O beloved Chriſtians, 
You have ſeen the Abuſes committed in 
the Holy Sacrament of Penance, by which 


the Confeſſions of a Multitude of Chriſtians 


are render d, not only invalid, but often- 


. 
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at leaſt fruitleſs. I have ſhewn you, the 


principal Cauſes of ſuch Abuſes, and have 


ſhewn you by Appoſition, the Means — 


remove them. The remaining Task 
yours, to render this Leſſon uſeful in — 
tice. What remains then for me to do 


more than to conclude? Accordingly let 


me conclude with addreſſing myſelf, in 
the firſt place, to You, my Dear Loved 
Penitents, O precious Souls of Chriſt en- 
, truſted to my Care! By all which is due 


to Gop and dear to You, I conjure you, 


without Delay, to examin into all your 

Confeſſions: And if You: find among them 
One leſs perfect, leſs exact, than It ſhould 
be; repair the important Evil with a general 


Confefſion. And let it be your fix d Deter- 
mination henceforth, never to ſet about 


a Work ſo ſolemn and ſo ſacred. without 
a ſerious fervent Application. After all, 


Heaven is a fine Kingdom to poſſeſs: After 
all, Gop is too bounteous a Sovereign to 
deſerve being {lighted ; After all, the Im- 


mortal Soul is too valuable a Being to be 
loſt for want of a little Pains. To purchaſe 
the Firſt then, to be grateful to the Second, 
to ſecure the Salvation of the Laſt, can 
woe be too diligent? No, Chriſtians, never: 
No Diligence, no Induſtry can be ſuper- 


fluous, can be extraordinary, can be too- = 


much, to attain to Three ſuch important 
Ends. And now, with all due Reſpect, a 
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Word to: You, revered Directors of the 
Flock of Chriſt, You well know, that the 
Diſorders I have here ſet forth, tho! per- 


haps but in a diſorderly Manner, are not 


mere Speculations, mere metaphyſical Su 


poſitions, but Facts, rank Facts, which 
ſtare, daily ſtare your ſacred Function in the 


Face; which, ſpite, of all your paſtoral 


Care, are every day committed. Ah! help 


then the erring Sheep into the Way. Thoſe 


ſinful Souls, who preſent 1 before 


vou, the lovely Jesus. hands along, till he 
commits them to your Care: And the 
moſt Guilty of them are Thoſe he recom- 


mends to you with the moſt anxious Ten- 
derneſs. The ſame Jesvs ſtands: nigh at 
hand in eager Expectation, that you preſent 


back to bin, adorn'd like amiable Spouſes, 
Thoſe whom he brought to You and brought 


as odious Enemies. The ſame IEsus waits 


to receive them into his Boſom, when 


diſmiſt from your Hands. Ah ! Never: 
fruſtrate; then his gracious Purpoſe through 


any Want of Care on your Side, Let him 
not prepare in vain a Feſtival of Joy in 
Heaven. Remember, that You are Every- 
One accountable | Soul for Soul for each 
ſingle Sinner under your Direction. Do 


You then exert your Induſtry to unfold 


their Examen- for them, where neceſlary. 

Do You endeavour to invigorate their Re- - 

pentance. Do you: remove their Incon- 
, ſtancy, 
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Kancy, overthrow their Preſumption and 
. animate their Fears. Be full of Tenderneſs 
be full of Fortitude. Remember that, when 
Jzsvs ſent your Predeceſſors to unlooſe the 
Colt (that natural Emblem of a Sinner) 
he was not content with bidding them un- 
looſe it ; but commanded them to bring it 
to himſelf, Unlooſe it, ſays he, and lead 
it unto me. Thus much does Jesvs ſay St. Mah 
alſo to You, concerning every ſinful Soul *. 
under the Power of thoſe Keys he has com- 
mitted to You : Unhooſe it and bring it to me. 
Many, I know, are the Directors who are 
ready enough to unlooſen: Would to Hea- 
ven They were not ſo Many, in ſome 
Places! Or elſe would to Gop, that of the 
Many who unlooſe, They were not ſo 
very Few who lead to Gop the Souls they 
unlooſe | Not that I doubt of your Vigi- 
| lance, or mean to attribate, O vigilant Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, to any Negligence'of Yours, 
that you do not lead All to Heaven whom 
you unbind upon Earth. No: Vou know 
the Conſequences of ſ uch a Neglect too 
well to be guilty of it. Vou know that 
the leaſt Flattery ſhewn to the Vanities, 
the Corruption, the Luſts the Injuſtices, | 
the Enormities of the Age would be a 
Treachery againſt the Holineſs of your 
Function. You know that an Abſolution 
pronounced with Levity, inſtead of leading 
your Wards to 9 would lead 
| wi 
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with You at the head, to endleſs Perdition, - 
But how, Chriſtians, ſhall your Directors 
lead You, by facramental Penance, to 
Your God; if You impoſe on them a falſe 
Sorrow for a Real-One; a faint Purpoſe 
for a Reſolution; a Half Confeflion for a - 
whole One; or a whole Narritive of Sins 
unaccompanied with a Diſpoſition to atone 
for Them? Unleſs you approach to them 
with all the Diſpoſitions of Sorrow, Steadi- 
neſs, Sincerity and Vindictive Juſtice 'be- 
coming a true Penitent, How ſhall They be 
able to caſt the Dumb-Devil aut of You ? 
Without Theſe Diſpoſitions you will never 
ſpeak, or will never ſpeak to any Purpoſe; 
| — of — — — — 

your Confeſſor free d from the Power of 
Satan, you will depart more abſolutely en- 


ſlaved by him than ever. Go then at this 


Holy Seaſon to your Directors in a new Spirit, 
in a Spirit of true Penance; that it may be 
ſaid of Every-One of You as it was of the 
Mute in our Goſpel: Jrsus was. caſting- 
out a Devil and ii wes a Dumb-One: 


And when the Devil was caſt-out the 


Dumb. Man ſpoke and the Crouds | were 
aftoniſh'd, Apply the next time to Con- 
feſſion in ſuch a Manner as that the Re- 
formation wrought in you may raiſe in 
every Chriſtian Obſerver an Admiration of 
virtuous Envy. But O my crucified Saviour! 
Unleſs Thou lend thy gtacious Aid, The 

| Mutes 


them to Thee. 
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Mutes will not ſpeak; or, if they ſpeak, 


they will ſpeak but by halves, they will 


ſpeak to no Purpoſe : If Thou ar't not 
preſent with thy Grace; the Devil will 


not depart, or will depart only to bring 
back with him ſeven other Devils worſe 
than himſelf to make the wretched Peni- 
tent's. latter End worſe than the Former: 
If Thou do not Aſſiſt; we ſhall neither be 
able to unlooſe the Sinners, nor to bring 

O! Thou then lend them 
Knowledge to comprehend the Number 
and Heinouſneſs of their Sins: Thou afford 


them the Conſtancy to abhor Them: Thou 


beſtow on them the Reſolution to amend 
them, the Courage to atone for them, the 
melting Sorrow to bewail them. O grant 
them Tears to wipe them off, Tears O 
Divine Moſes, I implore thee in the Name 
of this penitential Audience, grant us 'Tears; 


ſtrike the unyielding Rocks of theſe relene- 


leſs Hearts and bid ſuch Floods of Grief 


ſh-forth, as, drowning us for a while 
1 a Sea of penitential Anguiſh, may purify 
our Souls 41 fit them for enjoying Thee 
in the eternal Manſions of thy Glory. 
Which I beſeechGop, Sc. Tn 1 Name, &c. 
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Is Us the lovely loving Jesvs, Life 1 
our IG and Saviour of our Souls, 


an 


Third Indiction of the Pass 10 Ww. 
breathing- out his precious Life in Agonies 
of Torture on the Summit of Calvarmy; 
when, tho' the Elements and all Nature 
in Agreement were diſſolving with mourn- 
ful Reſentment, Mankind; as if no Part of 
Nature, was alone inſenſible to all the 
tender Emotions of Grief or Compaſſion. 
Nay all the Influence, which the cruel 
Sufferings of this innocent Lamb had upon 
the brutal Multitude who beheld him, 
was to urge them baſely to add to the 
Bitterneſs of his Pains the Aggravation of 
blaſphemous Gibes and Revilings. An 
humble Centurion was the only One, out 
of ſo numerous an Aſſemblage of Men, 
who, poſſeſt with a better Soul, confeſs'd 
him for the Son of Gop. Truly this was 
the Son of Gop. For my Part it ſtaggers 
me, ſome-how, with Aſtoniſhment, that, 
even at the Foot of the Croſs itſelf, ſuch 
oppoſit Sentiments ſhould find a Place. 
Nor can I of myſelf comprehend, why 
One ſhould adore - the Wounds of this cru- 
cified Lord, and yet Others ſhould gall 
thoſe very Wounds with freſh Impieties. 
But the ſacred Text itſelf puts an end to 
my Surpriſe, by relating the Fact and 
then adding the Reaſon. After all, what 
wonder is it, that the inhuman Populace 
ſhould blaſpheme our Redeemer? They 
beheld him but with curſory wandering © 
Looks: Paſſing by, ſays the Evangeliſt, they 
. | . blaſphemed 


n * 
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. 
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Blaſphemed him: But the Centurion? Ol the 


Centurion /tood over-againſt him, ſays the Di- 


vine Writer. Yes immoveable, in front of 
the Croſs, facing the crucified Iꝝsus, he con- 
ſider d every Sore; told-over, one by one, his 
Bruiſes; and counted every Wound his buſied 
Eyes could reach to: And therefore was it 
that every Drop of precious Blood, which 


dyed that ſacred Frame, ſeem'd with the 


Voice of Grace to cry-out to his Sul: O 


Centurion, Centurion! receive me by 


** Compunction into. thy Soul; for I am 
*© the Blood of thy Gop.” 
In ſhort, dear Auditors of mine! It is 
too ſadly true: The Reaſon, why Chriſtians 
live ſo illy, is, that they take but little 


Trouble to think well. JIxsus is inſulted 


with the Tongue or the Actions, becauſe 
Jzsus is ſeldom beheld on his Croſs, or is 
' beheld but with fugitive Looks. Whereas, to 
be beheld with any Profit, he ſhould be 
conſider'd daily, and confider'd not with a 
paſſing volatil Reflection, but with Sedate- 


neſs. Leiſure and Attention, In a word, Be- 


loved, we muſt ſurvey this ſacred Object 


not with the Multitude but with the 


Centurion. | 
This, with the Help of Gop, I purpoſe 
ſoon to do. In Front and facing Iꝝsus on 


his Croſs, I ſhall ſurvey the mangled Body 


of my bleeding Lord, and dwell on every 


Wound: And if you can reſolve to bear 


me 
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me company in this dolefut Contempla- 
tion; I'll ſhew you what a havock your 


Crimes and mine have made of the Lord 
of Majeſty. Who knows but from his 


ſacred Wounds the Voice of Grace ma 


breathe Salvation into the moſt harden d 
Breaſts in this Aſſembly. When the Voice of 
this our Brother's Blood, inſtead of crying, 
like That of Abel, to Gop for Vengeance, ſhall 
cry-out to every Chriſtian: O Chriſtian 


* Soul! Neglect me not, receive me, hoard 


me in thy Breaſt, let me not fall to the 


* Ground when ſhed for you; for I am the 
ce Blood of thy God: Who knows but the 
moſt obſtinate of Sinners may melt into 
compunctive Moiſture? In hopes of this, 


on next Good-Friday at nine o'Clock pre- 


ciſely in the Morning I ſhall begin the 
Paſſion of our Lord and quite go through 
with it: On next Good-Fr:day then, I hope 
to find you All already here, preparing; to 
attend your ſnffering Lord. If you ſhould 
riſe a little earlier that Day than uſual; it 

cannot hurt you much. You cannot have 


much to do that Day: And if you ſhould 
it cannot be a mighty Grievance to give-up 


a little temporal Lucre for the Love of 
him who gave- up all for you. What tho' 
you ſhould, O Females, for that one 


Morning, omit the Buſineſs of the Toilet, 


and forego your Beauty-Waſhes ; the. Con- 
ſequence cannot be great. The ſhorn dif- 


. | _ figured 
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of your Redeemer will ſet off to Advantage 
the homelieſt Appearance you can make. 
Let Nothing then diſcourage or retard you: 


But come; and come with penitential - 


- 


Hearts, 
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figured Form of the once lovely Jzsus will 
keep you All in Countenance. And Yoy, O 
Men, if you ſhould not have Time to 
powder, dreſs, and come ſo very Spruce: 
the tatter'd Garb and the diſhevel'd Locks 
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Irxsus, vben he knew that they would come 
to take him and make him King, fled 
again into the Mountain himſelf alone. 


ELR EADY had our Divine Lord, 
Bal Beloved Auditors, but juſt made 
his Eſcape from the ungrateful 
Perſecutions of.a People he came 
| to befriend. Now again does he 
betake him to Flight to ſhun the grateful Sal- 
lies of a People whom he has juſt befriended: ' 
O inſipid fallacious World! Thus it is that 
neither thy Frowns nor thy Favours can 
entice my Redeemer to pay thee any Re- 
gard: So little does he truſt to thy Love 
or thy Hatred, that thy Inſults and Cour- 

| d tiſies 
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On MiD-LenT Sv NDAY: 
tifies are alike Objects of his Contempt. 
Deareſt Audience of mine! What ſhall we 
fay to this double Flight of Chriſt ?/ Beauti- 


ful indeed is the Obſervation. of St. Auguſtin, 


<« that Chriſt being the Word of Gop every 


« Action of this Divine Word muſt be a 


© Word of Inſtruction to us. That is, in 


' ſhort, - every Action of his is a ſenſible - 


lively Leſſon of Improvement for us. But 
what Inſtruction, think you, can we draw 
from the Flight of our Divine Maſter? If 
his Enemies purſued him to Deſtruction; 


he could ſummon the Powers of Heaven to 


his Aſſiſtance: If his Admirers ſought him 
to Honour; he could direct their pious 
Fervor to a Conformity with his Will. Why 
then retreat, and retreat ſo precipitately 


from either? Oh Chriſtians ! Theſe! Fears 


of Chriſt are not for his Safety, but for 
the Safety of Every-One of You... Chriſt 
flees, not to avoid the Dangers he appre- 
hends, but to teach you to avoid by Flight 
the Dangers you have Reaſon to apprehend. 
Every Hour of our Lives do the Powers of 

Hell perſecute us, as the Fews did | our 
Saviour, to Deſtruction. Every Hour do 
dur [ſenſual Paſſions preſs upon us, as the 


fond Populace of this Goſpel did on him, 
to abandon ourſelves to momentary. Plea- 


ſures. To eſcape then the One and the 


Others, what Road ſhall we take better 


than that which our Divine Guide has 
fs pointed- 
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inted-out to us? What ſurer Means than 
to betake ourſelves, like him, to. Flight? 


He, whoſe Safety was in his ewn Hands, 


fled from Danger, to teach us to do the 
ſame; mindful of what his Holy Spirit 


_ aſſures us, that He who loves Danger ſhall 


periſh in it, In a word, Certain as he 
was of Victory, if he pleaſed to engage: 
He choſe rather to flee than encounter 


the Occaſions of unneceſſary Combat; on 


purpoſe to leave us an Example and Leſſon, 
to flee the Occaſions of Danger, if we mean 
not to periſh in it. It being an undoubted 
Truth, that the Beſt of us all are but miſe. 
rable frail Creatures, by Nature prone to 
Sin; and ſo far from being, like him, ſure 


of conquering, we are certain of being over- 


come by the Danger we deſpiſe, This if 
we credit the ſacred Expoſitors was the 
Document our Divine Maſter mean'd to 
give us in retreating to the Mountain, 
And this it is which I purpoſe this Day 


to enforce to you, He who courts the 


Cauſes muſt like the Effects they produce: 
And whoever embraces the Occaſions of 


ſinning muſt certainly love the Sin itſelf, 


Such of you then as are fincerely -defirous 


of never yielding to the Fury of Satan nor 


aſſured of This: 


to the Flattery of your own ſenſual Ap- 
petites, have recourſe to Flight: For be 


I. The 
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I, The Innocent among You will infal- 


libly fall, in the midſt of Occaſions ſought, 


or foreſeen and not ſhun d: And 
II. Amidſt ſuch Occaſions the Penitent 
among you will certainly relapſe. 


* Forbid it, Lord! O graciouſly forbid 
it! And in thy wonted Mercy keep us 


* ever on our Guard againſt the Guilt of 
« wilful Sin and every diſtant Tendency 


* which leads, tho' ever ſo obliquely, to- 


© wards it. Never permit us raſhly to 

« periſh in the Danger of our ſeeking : Nor 
« fooliſhly to court Deſtruction, like ſenſe- 
* leſs Flies, in the very Blaze which has 
* already ſcorch'd us. No: But on the 
% Reverſe, continue to hold out to us thy 


Guardian Grace and Lights; that, taught 
* by the paſt falſe Steps of Others (or our 


** own) We may be ever mindful of this 


* important Truth, that the ſole certain 


Means of Safety from a Precipice, is, 
<* never to approach the Brink,” 


uy There are but two Roads that I know 


of in this Valle * of Tears, by which we 
jay arrive at the eternal Manſions of Bliſs 


red for us. The One is, To live a 


77 of Innocence, ſo as to preſerve our 
Baptiſmal Grace unſullied till Death: A 
Way This, which is beaten, alas, by Few, 
* Few. The Other, not leſs difficult, 
but 
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but happily nevertheleſs more frequently 
trodden, is That of reſolutely renouncing 
a Life of Sin and ſteadily embracing a State 
of hearty Repentance. Now This premiſed, 
I muſt inſiſt: It is morally impoſſible to live 
wilfully in the Midſt of ſinful Occaſions, 
and yet to remain Innocent. Nay more (if 
more can be ſaid) it is impoſſible for a Man 
who involves himſelf in Occaſions of ſinning 
to have a ſincere Averſion to Sin, or not to 


loſe it if he has it. Tis ſufficient to ſtrike 


Terror into the moſt undaunted Breaſt, 
to think ſeriouſly on the univerſal Senti- 
ment of the Fathers; who unanimouſly 
agree, that the Lives of Miffioners and 
Apoſtolic Men, tho' by Zeal employ'd and 
exerted in, nay conſecrated to, the Service 
of Thouſands of Mankind, are Lives never- 
theleſs ſurrounded with every Danger, and 


extremely expoſed to being infected by 


the Cort uption they are forced to encoun- 
ter- on every fide; unleſs They ſet-out, 


from the Beginning, well provided with 


the moſt powerful Antidotes. And yet, 


_ Chriſtians, terrifying. as the Thought is, 


it has it's Foundation in Truth. The Man, 


who, to ſuccour a Perſon ſtruggling for 


Life in the mid'ſt of a Wreck, leaps into 
the Seas in the height of a Storm, has 
need of abundance of Vigour and Skill in 
braving the Waves and dividing the Waters : 


Otherwiſe he runs the greateſt Risk of- be- 


coming 
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coming rather a Companion than- an At. 
ſiſtant to the drowning r 

ſhare in his Dan ger, nay in his Deſtruction, 


but — hirn Relief” So the Soul, 


which is not perfectly grounded in the 


8 verſed | in the Arts of à refined 
Piety, can 3 into the Midſt of 
— tho it be with the charitable 
Parpoſe — faving many Souls from the 
ble Occaſions of ſinning with 


innumera 


which a ſecular Life is beſet) without utmoſt 


Danger. Such a Soul, I. ſay, cannot engage 


in ſo difficult an Attempt, without imprus 
dently ſeeking the Safety of Others at the 
e of his own. 


very Reaſon isis 
| — — 12 — coolly con 


fider, on one Hand, the tickliſh © tender 


_ unexperieficed Age, at which the Neceſſity 
of the: Times forces- over into this Miſſion 
Numbers of the Apoſtolic Labourers in it; 


They are here continually beſet with, with- 


_ which in other Countries would ſerve. as 
| Help-mates to tottering Virtue; We ſhall 


ſuave ourſelves a great deal of Scandal. For, 
if all this be ſedately reflected on; inſtead 

3 at the few! Indiſere- 
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| Maxims and Practices of eternal Life and 


- and weigh, on the Other, the almoſt infinit 
Dangers, Occaſions, Temptations and Snares 


out any of thoſe external Reſtraints f | 
. Uſtinguiſhing Habits,” or monaſtic Retreats, 


Te 
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- tions we may now and then perceive in 

Some of them, we ſhall rather com | 
ſionate Them, and impute their little Over- 
ſights leſs to their Fault than to their Miſs 
fortune Inſtead: of being ſhockt at the 
abſolute Fall of now and then One; we 
ſhall rather be -aftoniſh'd, that It happens 
ſo ſeldom. Nay we hall adore the mers | 
ciful Providence of Gop, to whoſe ſpecial 
Grace alone it can be attributed, that, 
out of ſo ſmall a Number of Miſfioners in 
this Land, ſo very great a Majority of them 
ſhould manfully. perſiſt in their virtuous . 
Struggles, and, not only bear- up, to the 
End, againſt the rapid Torrent of Sin and 
ſinful Occaſions capable- almoſt of _ = 
whelming the very Elect; but even ſhould 
have Strength enough of Virtue, Grace and 
Zeal to ſnatch from the growing | 
' Thouſands of ſinking Souls to fire with 
themſelves an endleſs Security 7 5 Tot” is 
return to our Argument; 201 

It is true indeed that to es this 7 
They are forced to live in perpetual Was 
with Themſelves; to allow their Paſſions, 
"Senſes and Appetites no. Quarter; to act 
with utmoſt CirvornſpeQtion; to impoſe the 


moſt rigorous Laws on their Sentimients 


and Inclinations; to ſtudy a thouſand ſecret 
Means of Self-denial, Humiliation of Mind 
and Maceration of Body; and often to re- 
F tire into their own Souls, there to converſe 


With, 
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With, conſult and ſollicit Gon, by an ys 


and Offerings of Mercy and Charity, i 
order to obtain freſh Supplies of 5 
and Grace; that, while They are preaching 
to Others, they may not become Repro- 


| bates Theinſelves Still do they, with all 


This, find it a difficult, extremely difficult, 
2 Task to make their own Election to Glory 
| ſure and undoubted. 


Nov let us argue thus: Men grown Old in 
the School of Virtue, familiariz d to Prayer, 


Mortification and Alms-deeds, habituated to 


Self-denial and the Contempt of the World: . 


Men ſo ayerſt to Sin as to ſacrifice their 
Lives to the ſubduing it; Men, in a word, 
who throw themſelves into the. Occaſions 
of Sin, merely from ſuch pious Motives as 


are capable of ſanctifying them: Theſe 800 | 


Men, with all 2 Zeal and Charity, ar 
perpetually in ag of loſing: Sight: of 5 
nocence, even in 

it in Others. Nay Some actually have lo 
it, and .come forth miſerably. diſtemper d 
from the very Places into which they enter'd 
in quality of Phyſicians, Shall Laity 


ry Act of cheriſhing 


then nurſled in Luxury, fed with Vanity, 


- and; cloath'd with Pride, plunge into all 
the „ N of the "World. and riot 


amidſt it's Incentives to Vice for no 


other Motive than to riot; and yet never 
loſe Sight of Innocence? If We, ſays 


85 * Gprian if We Miniſters of Gon are 
th | 2 2 Es * in 
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. * what Hopes of Safety can Vou advancey 
1 where the Laws of the Almighty bid you 
, retreat?” O Chriſtians! It is well obs 


_ fayt. You are not apprehenſive of falling 
nor fearful of Danger, tho' in the Midſt 
_ Alas! There lies your greateſt Dan- 
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* jn danger of loſing outſelves, even when 


the Commands of Gop lead us on; with 


ſerved: If We with all our Fear and Circum- 


ſpection, cannot be ſafe ; will Preſumption 


and fancied Security ſuffice to guard you 
from real Danger ? * 


But there, perhaps youll ſay, lies all | 


< the Miſtake, The very Reaſon of ſuch 


“ Men's falling is their 3 too timoròus 
0 e circumſpect. e 1 

© Occaſions of egg becauſe we ruſh 
e into the Midſt of them without Fear. 
T hat is, in ſhort, Chriſtians, as much as to 


Leſs ſhould I tremble for you, if I 
— you afraid of ſinful Occaſions, — 
while I. ſee you ſo confident in the | 
of them. David gave Saul a convinc- 
ing Proof of his deſerving better from him 


than Perſecution,” when he ſhew'd the latter 
the Skirt of his Coat, to convince him, that, 
with equal Facility, he could have triumph; d 


over his Life. Saul was in Fact convinced 
of the Injuſtice of warring againſt David: 


And Peace was on both fides agreed- to, de- 


clared, and confirm'd with the tendereſt 
Counterſigns of F _— Still, TY the 


Scriptur S3 


| not amidſt 


1 425 TY . — | N - * 1 N * L * 4 , 
G WS W's * y N 7 2 88 * n a * x OO VE Es 6 
U 8 8 3 We F Arn $2246 
— 7 
\ is \\ * 
F 7 . 


4 * % — 25 y - 


o MTD-LENT SunDAY, © 3 
| Bcripture, notwithſtanding all their mutual 
"ee Tn Saul went down to, his 
own Houſe, and David and his Men went 
up into ſafer Places. But why into fafer ©: 
Places? After the ſtrongeſt Affitarces of a 
| Reconciliation and Peace with his Enemy, 
it was rather time, methinks, to lay down © 
his Arms, No, Beloved, No: David wass 
an experienced Soldier, and therefore mote -.; 
afraid of Peace than of War. Dangers by 
rendering us fearful put us upon our Guards _, 
whereas a fancied Security too often, by ren- 
dering us confident, renders us defenceleſs; 3 
and Nothing will ſooner hurry us into certain 
IS Ruin than an ill-managed Confidence. 
* David had already had the Experience I 
of This, in his Engagement with Goliaz. 
For how, think you, did a Striping fo 
A young as He at that time was, and ſo _ 
weak, ſucceed to overthrow a Coloſſus 65 
i corpulent and vi ofous ? But was it, do oon. 
4 | imagin David alone who conquer'd Goliah? 
No: Goliab chiefly contributed to the De= 
feat of himſelf. The Stone from the'young  - 
Shepherd's Sling was what laid him on 
the Ground; but the firſt Weapon Wick 
ſubdued him was his own fancied decùtityp. 
Diſdainful and Self-confident the Hhavghty = 
Monſter was advancing to the Combat, 
when approaching near his Antagoniſt and 
ſurveying the Candour of his Locks, the 
Sleckneſ of his Skin, with a * Bloom 
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on his Cheeks, but without any Armour on 


his Back, he ſovereignly ſcorn'd him. Men 


the Philiſtin look'd and ſaw David, ſays 
the Text; he deſpiſed bim? * And no more 

was neceſſary to deſtroy the Philiſtin. An 
Enemy ſet at Naught will always be the 


more formidable in the end. David, for 


example, had no need of Arms againſt the 
Giant: The Preſumption of the Latter ſerved 
the Former as a. Weapon to overcome him. 


There was no Proportion between them for 


Strength: The Philiſtin was all Vigour ; all 
Weakneſs David. No Matter: The Phili. 


fiin's inſolent Scorn fortified the Hands of 


the feeble Mraelite. In a word, his ſelf-con- 


ident Pride overcame his own Strength 
1 4 : Iaiah 
1 I. 


as Jſaiab ſays, + His Pride and Arrogance 
were more than his Fortitude, Say then 
once more, Chriſtians, that you are not in 
Danger of being overcome by ſinful Occa- 
fions, becauſe you fear not the Danger : 
Say, that Apoſtolic Men fall by them, too 
often, by being-over ſollicitous not to fall ; 


' Juſt as a Man, who, croſſing a rapid Tor- 
rent on a narrow Plank, if he be. ſeized 
with a Panick; ſhall totter, grow giddy ; 


and tumble-in : While Another, who lightly 


trips over it undaunted, ſhall croſs it un- 


5 hurt. Still I maintain, that, if amidſt the 
Dangers, Temptations and ſinful Oecaſions 


of the World, you behave like Dabid, with 


Fear and Circumſpection; you ſhall go 


through 


— 


' 
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through them with Fruit and Applauſe: 
But if, like the Philiſtin, you ſcorn them 
and truſt to your own 'imaginary Strength; 

with him, you will precipitate, the Dupes 
of your own Self- confidence: 
And what room can you have for Con- 
fidence, that you ſhall conquer the Occa- 
ſions leading to Sin : You, who are not in 
the Midſt of them againſt your Will, but 


by abſolute Choice; with Guſt and ſtudied _ 


| Purpoſe? You, who premeditately frequent 


Converſations, Entertainments and public 


Sights, where are perpetually going forward 
Jeſts and Speeches (to ſay the beſt of them) 
full of Levity ; Looks, Oglings and graceful 
Smiles, the more terrible to Innocence for 
coming from beauteous Objects? Is it very 


likely, that you will ſhut your Eyes, your 


* 


Ears, your Fancy, to the dangerous Objects? 


Will you bear- up againſt the amorous 
Gaieties flying, in a thouſand Forms, about 
this Room, that Aſſembly, or this other 
public Place? Ah! Too true is it, that 
Many of you, have not born- up. Already 
have Many of you yielded to the Tide of 
Temptations, To yourſelves ' I appeal for 
the Truth of this: Say Chriſtians, was it 
never true, that, having enter'd into this 


or that Houſe or Company with your 


Souls all your own, you have come=out 


thence divided in yourſelves, and left 
your Thoughts wholly behind you? Is it not 


too 
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too true, that, in gazing on certain Faces, 
liſtening to certain Diſcourſes and giving 
too much Attention to certain Sights, all 
your Spirits have ſometimes been in a 
Ferment, and your Imagination uncom- 
monly heated? And can you fay, that In- 
nocence has ſuffer d Nothing by the Shock ? 
Would to Heaven you could oy | 
1. But, methinks, I b Some one i 
&«& Alas! It is true, but too true, that my 
4 Innocence ſuffer'd: It is true, that I 
e have let myſelf be carried-away by a 
4c = of ach ſinful — Ves, 

: It is true, that I fell, and fell, juſt 

i as you ſay, by truſting too much to 
«« my own Weakneſs. , And therefore is it, 


that now, Thanks to the Divine Grace, 


J go into the like Occafions in a 

different Manner: In ſhort, 1 carry 
* with me ſuch. Reſolutions , and Safe- 
1. guards as may ſecure me from falling 
cc again. Heavens! What do I hear? You, 
O Chriſtians, have been once overcome by 


this very Occaſion: And yet you return to 
It? And return to it, becauſe you fancy 


yourſelf ſufficiently guarded by your for- 
mer Fall? What! The very Thought, which 


ſhould make you more fearful, makes you 


more preſumptuous? Shall I tell you plainly 
what all this means? The Senſe of i it is, 


that you once. > fell; and are ſo much in 


Love. 
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Love with the Precipice, that you want 
to fall down it again. The Senſe of it is, 

that you are by no means reſolved to 
divorce the Sin, which you once wedded 
to. The Senſe of it is, that you * 
to repent but are not ſincere. 

Ahl what Breaſt, which is yet warm 
with the leaſt ſpark of Zeal for the Honour 
of Chriſt or 2 Salvation of che Souls of 

his Purchaſe, can forbear melting with 
Compaſſion and Grief, to reflect, that all 
the Hol oly Sacraments appointed by Feſus . 
for the ſtrengthening thoſe Souls and raiſing 
them above human Frailty, have neverthe- 
leſs ſo very little Efficacy; that, tho' they 
are often (Gop alone. indeed. knows with 
what Diſpoſitions) received by us, yet do 
they leave our Souls more than ever fickle, 
more than ever impotent in good, more 
than ever inveterate in Evil. But ah! 
How much more deſerving of our Tears, 
is it not, to reflect, that finful Occaſions 
not avoided, are the Obſtacles, which, ob- 
ſtructing che Efficacy of the Holy Sacra- 
ments, fruſtrate the gracious Deſigns of 
the Saviour of the World; who at the 

immenſe Coſt of Labour and Sweat and 
Tears and Blood has endeavour'd to purify 
Human Nature in vain.. For as the Pro- 
phet Exechiel foretold, there has been great 
fweating with much Labour and 25 exceed- 


ing Ruſt thereof is not gone out. Sin and * 2 
Vor. II. | ; A a ſinful 7 Chal 
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ſinful Occaſions are as much embraced my 
ſought after as ever. You preach, you ex- 
hort, you ſpend your Spirits, in the Con- 
feſſionals at the Altar, in the Pulpit, O 
Miniſters of Gop, all to better the World 
and ſtill does the World grow more and 
more wicked. And to what can we im- 


pute this down-hill Improvement but to 
the ſtupid vicious Confidence they are poſ- 
ſeſt with, that they may forſooth quit Sin 


without quitting the Occafions of it? In 
fhort as the Prophet obſerves, the World 
is full. of "Occafions : * And Mankind is 
full of eagerneſs for them. | 

Ah Deareſt Fellow LEhriſtians ! After ü 
having been many times toft and re- toſt, 
at the peril of your Souls, by the tem- 
peſtuous Tide of your Paſſions, Sins and 
ſinful Octaſions, you are now, I hope; 
moſt of you, happily landed in Safety, by 
means of 'the Holy Sacrament of Penance. 
and the ſolemn Piety of the Seaſon; Oh! 


Caſt then no more wifhful Looks back to 
_ thoſe Occaſions by which you had liked 
already topetiſh. ' Your Soul, O penitent 


Youth, had like to have ſuffer” d an eternal 
Wreck in that dangerous Amour, or Friend- 


ſhip, or what you pleaſe to call it. Ah! 


If you do not already repent of the Re- 
pentance which reſcued you from it; look 
no more that way. Vou, O young Woman, 


whom the Plank of a IP Converſion 
| bas 
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has ſaved from being over-whelm'd by a 


Deluge of Vanities, give-over that Levity 


of Dreſs, that Giddineſs of Carriage, thoſe 
languiſhing Looks, thoſe alluring Speeches 
and ſtudied Graces. You, ::O- Ambitious; 
turn your backs for ever on thoſe Arts 


and Artifices, on which, as on fo many — 
Rocks, your Innocence or Repentance has ſo | 


often ſuffer d Damage. You, O Drinkers, 


let that Tavern, that public Houſe, that 
Company, that Liquor be for ever inter- 
dicted to you; in which your Conſcience 
and Senſes have ſo often been wreckt. 


In ſhort, Sinners of every kind, or rather 
let me ſay, Chriſtians of all Degrees! if you 


are Innocent and wiſh: to continue ſo, keep 


wide of the Rocks where ſo many Thou- 
ſands have ſplit: Avoid the Occaſtons which 
have robb'd ſo many Thouſands before you 
of their Innocence. And You who have 
experienced the ill Effects of theſe Occa- 


ſions enough to think yourſelves ſafe only 
in quitting thoſe Effects; renounce for ever 
to the Cauſes, the Occaſions, too; or you 


are not ſincere. 8. a 
Think not, that your having often been 


in the midſt of Occaſions of Sin and over- 


come them, or been inſenfible to them, 
is any Proof of your being invulnerable, 


or out of reach of Danger. On the con- 
trary,. your Danger is the greater, the more 


often you have overcome.; as every Victory 
| A2 leſſens 
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leſſens your Fears and conſequently your 
' Vigilance. Sampſon had fo often conquer'd 
the Philiſtins, that he fancied he had No- 
thing more to do than juſt to riſe- up, 
look at them, and put them to Flight, as 
he had often done before. I will go. fort) | 
85 ſays he, as I did before and will ſhake 
IF u4zer myſelf, * In fact he did go- forth: But 
how ? As he had done. before, a Comba- 
tant and a Conqueror? No, no: He went- | 
forth blinded, loaded with Chains, and 
treated with Ignominy and Scorn. Ah! 
How many Sampſons are there not, in a 
ſpiritual Senſe, among Chriſtians? How 
Many, who, grown preſumptuous and Self- 
ful, after having been frequently in ſuch or 
ſuch a private Party (with Innocence, as they 
imagin, becauſe they have not conſummated 
a Sin) how many of Theſe, 7 ſay, con- 
front the Danger ſo often till they periſh 
in it? Be upon your guard then, Chri- 
ſtians, and be mindful, that you are not 
ſtronger than Sampſon. Truſt not to former 
Strength nor to preſent Experience. No 
Age, tho' ever ſo grey in the Exerciſe of 
Piety, is ſafe againit the Occaſions of Im- 
piety. The Holy Scriptures are full of 
Inſtances of Old Men, who have been 
Leud, unjuſt, ambitious, cruel and addicted 
to the Extremes of every Vice. Nay You 
yourſelves have with you the Conviction | 
of this Truth, that we ought never to truſt 
5 dodiurſelves 
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ourſelves to the leaſt Occaſion. of Sin. When , 


your inward Incentives to Sin are ever {o 
much -weaken'd by Sickneſs, Grief or Po- 


verty ; is it not plain, that the native Heat 


of them in you is rather diſſembled than 
ſtifled; ſince it ſhall immediately blaze-up 
on the very firſt Change, and blaze wich 
double Fierceneſs ? 8 | 


| So then, Deareſt Auditors, amidſt Occafi- 


ons of Sin it is more than probable, that the 


Innocent among you will fall, the Penitent 


will relapſe? Yes: Reſolution reels in the 


Midſt of Opportunities. No Purpoſe, No 


Courage, No Experience nor Age is ſuffici- 
ent to ſtand. What then have you to do? 
What! Why Are you Innocent? Follow 
the chaſte Foſeph ; and flee at the firſt At- 
tack: Leaving behind you, in the hands 
of Danger, your Cloke, your Subſtance, 
your All, when neceſſary, for the Salvation 
of yonr Souls. And remember, that Chriſt, 

the Patern of all Innocence, nay unſtainable 
Innocence itſelf, while he was judging the 
Adultreſs, not to look at her, ſtoop'd to 
write with his Finger on the Floor. Or are 


you rather to be rank'd among penitent 
Sinners? Follow then the Example of that 


illuſtrious One, St. Peter, and go-forth from 
the dangerous Porch where you unhappily 
fell. Viſit no more that Perſon, that Place: 
Look no more towards that Precipice, where 
| you ſtumbled before: And remember, _ 
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i che bare Slippers of Judith were more than 


ſufficient to overthrow an Holgfernes. In a 


word, Innocents ! If you will remain fo; 


flee the Occaſions of falling. Penitents! If 
you will not relapſe; flee the Occaſions by 
which you have fallen, Theſe are the only 
two Roads leading to Heaven: If you go 


| beſides Theſe; You ſhall never get thither. 
But on the reverſe : If your Directors teach 
you otherwiſe, or omit to teach you This; 


they groſly flatter you; if you go to Con- 
feſſion without the Diſpoſitions to do This, 
and acquaint not your Directors; you groſly 
deceive Them, but much more yourſelves : 
Your Confeſſions are facrilegious and your 
Road ends in Perdition. + . 
But why do I loſe my Time thus in la- 
bouring to prove, on one ſide, what is clear 


as the Meridian Sun; and, on the other, to 
inculcate Duties of which not One will be 


practiced? What! Is it poſſible? Will No- 
thing be done after all I have ſaid? No; No- 
thing. What will no Stop be put to Ex- 

ceſs? No Reformation made in Vanity -of 
Dreſs ? Not at all' Will no Bounds be ſet 
to the unconſcionable Liberties in Trade? 


No: None in the leaſt. Will no Limits be 


ſet to the Familiarities between Perſons of 


a different Sex? None to immodeſt Looks? 


None to unſeemly Actions, to indecent Ex- 
preſſions? None, abſolutely None. What 
then! ſhall laſcivious Pictures be ſtill ſeen 
8 | hanging 
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' hanging on Chriſtian Walls? Yes, yes, they 
ſhall. Still (hall corrupt Songs be ſang, and 
vicious Authors read, by Chriſtian Tongues : 
Still ſhall looſe Comy ny have Chriſtian Vi- 
ſitants: And every Place of Sin-be haunted 
and upheld by Chriſtians nay by. Catholics ? 
O Miniſters of Feſus Chri/t ! Whence fo 
much Love and Tenderneſs for your Flock? 
To what End deſtroy your Health, and 
ſhorten by haſty Degrees your Lives; if all 


your Labours ſhall be loſt, and Catholics will 


abſolutely damn themſelves in ſpite of your, | 
Endeavours to oppoſe them? But ah Deareſt ._ 
Fellow Chriſtians of mine! How comes it, 
that you ſo hate and deſpiſe thoſe precious 
Souls which we ſo love and | prize? And if you 
loved them; how could it be poſſible for 
vou to go fo cooly to Work to damn them ? 
| And 1 can be more ſo, than giving- up 
yourſelves without Fear or Remorſe, to every 
ſinful Occaſion which offers? 
Il begun this Sermon with the Flight of 
; Chriſt, when grown-up. Let me then draw 
towards a Concluſion of it with reflecting 
on his Retreat, when an Infant. An 
Anger appears to his 1 Father and 
tells him, Ariſe and tale the Child, and bis 
Mother, and flee into Egypt : For it [hall come. 
to paſs, that Herod will ſeek the Child to de- 


Arey bim. * Startled at theſe Words, the -t. Mathh 


| holy Patriarch ariſes ; and (ſays the facred ii 
Text) tooꝶ the Child and his Mother Ong 
FA . 


184 
ia. 


On Mrp-LENT SUNDAY. 
and fled into Egypt. But why, you'll. 


« ſay, all this Precipitance ? Why all this 


* Cowardice? Why not wait till Herod ſet 
c forth on his bloody Deſign ? Or why not 


at leaſt wait for the Return of Day? The 


<* nearer the Danger, the greater the Heart 
* will appear in acting coolly. ” No, Chri- 
ſtians No: That's a Miſtake. Chriſt, in 


fact, here flees before the Time; to teach 


you, not to wait till it be high Time. to 
flee. He flees, not barely from Danger, 
but even from the Danger of wanting to 

flee. To turn the back on Danger when 
preſent is often a mark of Meanneſs ; but 


; to flee the Danger of being in Danger is 


ever a Proof of 7 and Wiſdom. 


< For it is abundantly ſafer, /ays St. Jerom, 


to be in an impoſſibility of periſhing 
than juſt to have eſcaped from being 
3 likely to periſh. "” "C20 then Chriſtians 


and carry but home with you from Sermon 
this one-grand Maxim, and I ſhall not think 
I have preach'd to you this Day in vain. 
Otherwiſe if you carry neither This nor 
any of the Many I have this Day ſuggeſted 


to you; 1 ſhall once more be plain with 


you and tell you, that your Perdition is ine- 
vitable, becauſe your Obſtinacy is wilful. 


O Gop then! mercifully give theſe Chri- 
ſtians the Joy of thy Salvation and con- 

firm them with a Sovereign Spirit, which, 

controuling their Paſſions, may keep Sin 


for- 
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for-ever from them, by keeping Them ever 
averſe, ever, wide from the Occaſions of it. 
| Hear me I beſtech thee, by thy unwearied 

Mercy, In the Name, &c," thy 


| | Fourth InD1cTI1ON of the PAS STO N. 


THE Annals of Antiquity, who would 
believe it, inform us of a Father ſo wretched, 


that his only Son, conceiving an unnatural 
Averſion to him, was continually Mie 


ſome Snare. or other for his Life. Tire 


at length the unhappy Parent of a Life, 


| which, thus haunted by domeſtic Treachery, 
was no more Life but a lingering Death, He 
takes-up, one Day, in a ſudden Tranſport of 
Anguiſh, a ſharp- pointed Dagger and con- 
deals it under his Garment in his Boſom: 
Then beckoning to his unnatural Son to 
follow Him, He leads him to the thickeſt 


Part of a lonely Forreſt; where the Horror | 


of the Shade miay ſecond the Horror of his 
Accents. Here he no: ſooner arrives than 
he haſtily. draws: from his Boſom the con- 
ceal'd Weapon; judge You, what Terrors 
the guilty Vouth muſt be ſeiz'd with at 
the Brandiſhment of the fatal Inſtrument. 
But in the very Inſtant, when he is ex- 
pecting to be pierced to the Heart with 


it, he ſees it preſented to him by his 

Father, with theſe melting Words: Take 
This, my Son; and kindly put an End 
Vor. II. B b | to 
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© to the 'wretched Life of a - miſerabls 


Father, who is deſirous of convincing 
Thee, that he loves thee even beyond 


cc 


= Life, tho? hated to Death by Thee. If 


e Avarice has extinct in Thee all the Senti- 
ments of a Child; know, my Deareſt, 
that Love will not ſuffer me to forget the 
*© Tenderneſs of a Parent. And therefore 
js my Death become defirable to me; 
| becauſe Thou ar't become anxious for 
e it. But then I will have that Death 
without Danger to Thee; that It _ | 
e not be embitter'd by the ey 

** thy Diſgrace and Puniſhment reſt, 
Fg tho Cruel! Why do'ſt thou | heſitate? 
Strike, my Son, ſtrike: There is No- 
One bye, to accuſe Thee. Hark! How 
e ſtill this Deſert is! Behold the Dagger 
in thy own Hand! Behold this naked 
e Breaſt ready to receive the welcome 


Wy Blow! Strike, my deareſt Son, ſtrike 


% home. Kindly diſpatch this hated Fa- 
ether; and ſpend thy Rage. I firike? . 
I diſpatch thee? I vent my rage. Ah Fa. 
ther I.... But ſuddenly ſeized with ſuch 


2 Grief, fuch a Shame, ſuch a Remorſe, 


ſuch a Love, as Nature alone can kindle ; 


but not even Nature can expreſs, He fell 


into a Swoon: From which, extinct the 
former Parricide (with all his Rage) a new 


reſpectful Son aroſe and Duty, ee 
and Love. 4 | 
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O obſtinate Sinners! How many and 
what Snares have you not, laid for the 


Life of Jxsus, your all: gracious Parent! 


| &o well level'd have your Miſchiefs been, 


tat they have pierced him often to the 
Soul. And ſo perfidious has your trea- 
cC6herous Ingratitude been, that not the 


Quantity of Blood you have drawn has yet 
ſufficed to ſatiate it. Courage then, hardy 


Sinners, Courage ! As if he had not done 
enough; as if it was but a Trifle to have 
given you Health, Beauty, Affluance, and 
Knowledge, the Inſtruments with which 
you have hitherto wounded him; He offers 
you ſtill his bleeding Body on the Croſs: 
And, in this ſacred time of Penance and 


Forgiveneſs He puts in your Hands his Grace; 


that you may wound him over-again with 
the Abuſe of it, or ſpare him, juſt as your 
Hearts ſhall give you. Why take you 
not his Nails, his Spear, his Grace; and 
cruelly level them all againſt him? Courage, 
I fay, be boldly Wicked and ftrike at him 
again : Each Blow ſhall open a Plurality 


of Wounds in JesU's Heart. But Ah! 


You are Chriſtians, after all, tho' Sinners : 
At leaſt you are human, And therefore once 
I have ſhewn you, what your tender Parent 


| Jravs has Rey ſuffer'd' for and from you, 


ow chearfully he gave himſelf up to your 


+ 


Violence, and. how ſeverely You and I 
have treated him; I am in hopes, We ſhall 


B b 2 not 
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not only mourn and abhor our paſt I 
titude, with · the once cruel yet aferwedde 


relenting Son, but even ſtudy to- love this 
gracious Father full as much at leaft as 


before we perſecuted him. | 
| Meet me then next Good. Friday: o 


rather, let us meet our injured 8 | 
Parent; that We may All unite in maki 

him an honourable Amends for all the 
Injuries we hitherto have jaintly done him, 
and bury our former Guilt in recent Grief - 
for him. . Let Nothing then on that Day 
interfere to call you from this ſolemn En- 
gagement. And what can interfere? You 
will have no Banquets then to take- up your 


Time, tis ta be hoped. And your Enter- 
tainments cannot want much Time for 


paring them; unleſs your Grief be of the = 


hungry Kind. The Time then you ſpare 
from Food you may afford to pious Sorrow: 
And O Heaven grant you ſuch a fruitful 
Sadneſs as may entitle you to perſerering 
Grace and ben dc Joy! 
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Jzvs faith to the Jews: He, who is of i; 
God, beareth the Words of Gop: There- ! 
© fore you hear not becauſe you are net 
of Gop. The Jeus therefore anſwer d * 
and faid to him, Do not We ſay well 9 
that Thou art a Samaritan and has fa _ 
Devil... They took Stones therefore ta 
caſt at him, But Teſus hid * „ 
and went out of the Temple, = — 


| BN EF FABLE not that De- 
4 H licac of Divine Love be, Rr. 
7 vered Chriftians, which coul 
3 induce the Almighty to extend 

his Affections for us, as he has 
done on ſtill does, to a double an 


4 
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in ſome Senſe: : Loving us from all Eternity 
without any Beginning and defiring to con- 


- * tinue to us that Love throughout an Eter- 
_ nity without any End. How unhappy 


then ought not We to think our Love 
for Gop in that It muſt be , confined 
to a ſimple Eternity immeaſurable on one 


fide only? That we are privileged with 
the Power of loving Gop henceforth with- 


out End, is an unpurchaſeable Happineſs. 
Still, that We eannot pay him Affection 
for Affection, by loving him with a Love 
without any Beginning, is an Impotence ſo 
much the more piteous as our created Nature 
Tenders it irremediable. But then is it not 


the moſt ſtupid Ingratitude our Hearts can 


give into, that, inſtead of enlarging that 
fimple Eternity of Duration to-come which 
our Beings are capable of, and dilating the 
Inſtants of it, by beginning as earlily as 
poſlible to hw Gop, we are, on the con- 
trary, forever nothful, forever backward, 
in putting a Commencement to the Love 


| : of him? Equity and Good-Senſe feem to 


require abſolutely, that, fince We ought 
to render that Eternity of Divine Love, 
which i is confiſtent with our Nature, equi- 
valent in ſome manner or other to- the 


| two-fold Eternity of Gop's Affection for 


Us, we ſhould at leaſt begin the Duration, 


of. our Zeal for him from the very firſt 


1 of our in Poſſeſſion of human 
Reaſon. Fo 
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Bain Nevertheleſs ſo. inequ itable ln our 
Correſpondence to the Divine Bounty, that 


We: ſeldom give Commencement to our 
| Love for our Divine Benefactor, till our 


Reaſon is almoſt on the Point of expiring. 


0 Fooliſh and ſlow of Heart! O Chriſtians! 
Do I injure you in calling you "Such? 
My laſt Diſcourſe, I dare fay, convinced 


you of the Importance of giving your- 


ſelves to Gop in good earneſt in the holy 
Sacrament of Penance. And 288 own 
Conſciences, I date hope, have 
told you the Neceſſity of doing it. But are 
you therefore the nearer to Gop ? AH! 
Would, I could, with any certain Hopes 
ſay you are] You reſolve to do it, I know: 
But when? O! There is Time enough. 
* 'To-motrow, next Week, next [Eaſter ; 
© or when this - troubleſome Affair is 


© over, when that Point is carried, when 


& this other ſinful Purſuit is at an End: 


1 In ſhort, when I am at Leiſure, when 
I can do it -commodiouſlly ; in plain 


* ' Enghſh, when J have Nothing elſe to do.“ 
Thus is the great Affair of Salvation, 
the important Point of - eſtabliſhing a ſolid 
Peace with Gop, put-off from Childhood 


to Youth, from Vouth to Manhood, from 


Manhood to Old-Age, from Age to De- 


crepacy, from Decrepacy to Dotage, and 
too often to Death and beyond it. How, 


Uke the Jews, do Chriſtians of every Age 


trifle. 


plainly 
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trifle with the Maxims of Eternity! If a 


Preacher, a Director, a ſpiritual Friend, 
exhorts them to the Reformation of their 
Lives, to the Correction of their Vices, to 
the Confeſſion of their Sins; in a word: to 
a little leſs Licence and a little more 
Modeſty, to a little leſs Fraud and a little 
more Honeſty, to a little lefs Luxury and 
a little more Sobriety in Food and Rayment, 
to a little leſs Impiety and ſomething more 
of Religion; Is the Devil in you, they 

* cry? Muſt We live like Hermits ? Muſt 


yye have Senſes and not uſe them? Muſt 


we grow Old before We are well 


* Young? Why are our Appetites given 


e us, but to indulge them ? Why were 
. « Pleaſures created, but for us to enjoy 
©. them? There is Time enough to grow 
« old: And Time enough, when we are 
* old, to repent of the Sins of our Youth, 
DO Wet not pri; well then, O Spiritualiſts, 
* that y e poſſeſt with the Devil ?” 
Ah! How like is not this Reaſoning to 
That of the Jeus to our Saviour 'JesUs 
 Cuxr1sT? Do not Me ſay well, thut Thou 
art a Samaritan and haſt a Devil? And 
ah! How juſtly may not we fay to ſuch 
_ Chriſtians as. Chriſt did to Them: If 
% we ſpeak Truth to You; why do you not 


believe us, and act as if you believed 


e us? If it is true chat you have ſinn'd and 


therefore ought to repent ; if Vices muſt 


be 
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te he renounced; if Virtues muſt be re- 


% ſolved on; if, Sins muſt be bewail'd, 
« confeſt, atoned-for, and fled from in 


te their very remoteſt Occaſions : If a State 


* of Penance, in a word, muſt be enter d 


* into by All, who have ſinn'd and wiſh 
© nevertheleſs to be ſaved ; why muſt not 
all this be done immediately, 3 in Youth, 

_ ©. in Health, in Proſperity, in the preſent 


« Ar- while there is a power of doing 


ce oo We ſpeak Truth, why not believe 


7 — Ah! Muſt it not 'be for the ſame 


*© Reaſon which the Divine Jesvs gives: 
« He who is of God, heareth the Word 
f Gop: Therefore you hear not, becauſe 
« you are not of Goo? What wonder 


then, Beloved, can it be, that Jzsvs ſhould 
deal with fuch Chriſtians as he did with 


the perverſe Synagogue of his Time. If 
he inſtructs their Minds by his Miniſters; 
calls their Hearts to Repentance - by - his 
Word, ſpeaks to their Souls by his Grace, 


and yet they hear not or will not hear: 


If, inſtead of renouncing the Deaf and 
Dumb-Devil, they will renounce or. at 
leaſt reſiſt Gop and think it Time enough 


to return to him when they have no more 
Time to compliment the World, the Fleſh, 


and the Devil with; what wonder can it 


be, that Chriſt thus lighted, thus ill-uſed, 
ſhould: abſcond by giving them no. more. 
Graces? And if * perſiſt in being expe- 
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ditious in every earthly Purſuit, and dila- 


tory only in ſeeking and ſerving Gop; 
what better can they. juſtly expect than 
that (once their Stock of Graces which they 
manage ſo illy is leſſen'd, is waſted, is 
totally exhauſted, and deſtroy'd by mortal 

Sin) JEsus ſhould abſolutely with-draw- 

himſelf from that. living Temple of their 
Hearts, which They have ſo baſely per- 
yerted into a Den of Thieves? Thus did 
he ſerve- the Rebel Jeus, for porverſely 
rejecting his gracious Invitations to ſpeedy 
Repentance, and for returning his gracious 


- Efforts: to mollify their ſtony Hearts with 


ungrateful Attempts . to overwhelm him 
with Stones. IEsus hid himſelf, And went 


aul of their Temple.” And thus may he, in 


all Probability, deal with you; if, Deaf to 
his Voice or indifferent to his Grace, you 
overwhelm all his Mercies with the Ob- 
duracy of Delays. Surely, - Chriſtians, if 
there be any Miſtakes in your Conduct, 
which want Tears of Blood to bewail them; 
This fooliſh Dilatorineſs of yours is one. 
And what Error can be more deplorable 

than This, that Chriſtians ſhall conſume 
the Flower of their Days in the moſt uſe- 


leſs, impertinent, pernicious Trifles; nay 


waſte the Whole of Life in ineffectual 
Purpoſes of giving themſelves up, one Time 


or Other, to Gop; but ſtill with the De- 
ſign of never giving him but the wither' d 


Remnants 
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Remnants of Old-Age and Imbecillity? This, 


_ is the fatal Error I mean to combat 


t preſent: This is the Diſorder which 
— my Reflection on reading the Goſ- 
pel for the Day. It was à Folly without 
6. le, in the Fews, to imagin, that Feſtus 

would bear to the End- their obdurate Re- 
ſiſtance againſt his Divine Lights. And it 
is no leſs.a Madneſs in Chriſtians to imagin, 
that he will be forever put, off with the 


Evaſions, or even fair r of Chri- 


ſtians, who dally with his Grace and their 
own Salvation. How many Years ago is it 
not ſince Gop erected your Hearts, by Bap- 
tiſm, into his Iiving Temples of his Divine 
Grace ? And O! how little Honour has he 
yet received from them ? Is he then always 


do be thus put-off, Some of you have kept 


profaning thoſe Sanctuaries for twenty, Some 
for thirty, Some for forty, fifty and more 
' Years: 3+ we finning and ever promiſing 
Re Isò it not then high Time to 
fulfil | theſe Promiſes? To repair the prodi- 
gious Ruin in your Souls, will the Latter 
Days of your Life, think you, be ſufficient? 
Weak, diſordered, languid, impotent as you 
are at beſt; do yon imagin, that you will be 
able to contend with vicious Habits, vicious 
Inclinations, and innumerable Spiritual Ene- 
mies, at a Time of Life when you will have 
more than enough to do to ſtruggle with 
tl Difficulties and Hardſhips of 8 
| | Ccz2 
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If you can ſcarce depend on the preſent _ 


Minutes of Youth and Health and Vigour ; 


can you better truſt to the uncertain Mor- 
row or to the Time of Dotage, Sickneſs and 
Imbecility? Ah? It is a deceitful Notion : 
And the Fallacy of that Miſtake ſhall make 


the Matter of this Sermon. Attend then, 


while 1 briefly ſhew you, that 


I. Every Delay of giving ourſelves ſin- 
cerely to Gop is a ſovereign Ingratl- 

tude: In-as-much as It is a rude Slight 
(not to call it a groſs Abuſe) of the 
Divine Grace: And 

II. It is a ſtupid Exceſs of Raſhneſs: In 
as much as it is preſum tuouſly hazard- 
ing a total Abandon of Divine Grace | 
and conſequently of Salyation, 


« Ah Dear JIxsus! Thou who ame ft 60 to 
te ſeek us, forſake us not, in Puniſhment of 
* our paſt Delay of ſeeking. Thee. Full 
** dilatory, we confeſs, we have been as 
*« yet in correſponding to thy . gracious 
% Calls, But ah! Henceforth we will re- 
* pair the Time we have idly ſpent in 
e ſeeking every Thing but Thee. With 
* Joy We hear thy well-known Voice 
98 — us to a ſpeedy cordial Re- 

ntance. We come, ſweet Lord, we 


come. Behold us from this Minate. oo... 


7 96 own. To prove that We are thine, 
'. «We hear thy Wool. we know thy — 
cc an 


* 
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* and by thy Grace reſolve: to obey. And 
* whit, alas, can We without Thy Grace? 
«.O! Pardon then our former Tardineſs; 


and let our preſent Diligence call back 
- © thy fleeing Mercy. Hide not thy lovely 
% Face from us: Much leſs depart in Anger 
ee from theſe Hearts which Thou did'ſt | 
form for living Temples of thy Glory. 
© But ſullied, as, till now, they have been, 
help us to fit them for thy Reſidence: 
And teach us, as Thou alone can'ſt do, 


* to redeem the Time we have loſt, by 
future Aſſiduity; that thus beginning 


fervently, tho' late, we may perſiſt hence- 


e forward in endeavouring to fulfill many 


Ages in a ſhort Space; and may diſcreetly 
_ © ſo improve each Minute, yet to-come, 


of Life, as with the virtuous Product of 


ee the Time till left us, to purchaſe and 
TY enlarge an Nr of Love for Thee.” 


L Which of You all, Beloved Chriſtians, 


can help being incenſed with a Degree of 

Rage againſt the Brethren of the Patriarch 
Foſeph, when you come: to that Part of his 
Story, where you find them conſulting, the 
Means of putting him to Death, at the very 
time when they ſee him coming to them 
loaded with Proviſions for the Support of 

their Life? Ungrateful Creatures! To agree 


upon ſhedding the inoffenſive Blood of a Bro- 


math whoſe tender Limbs were exhauſting 


their 
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their Strength and Juices in painful Steps and 
toilſome Sweats, through Quaggs and Wilds 
and rough and rugged Ways to bring 
them Nouriſhment ? O Ingratitude! O 
Cruelty unmatch'd by Savages ! But ah, my 
Deareſt Auditors! Even We are guilty of 
the ſame Exceſs: And it is our common In- 
tereſt either to defend them in their Guilt 
or to put an End to our own Ingratitude. 
True it is, that, at one Time the Jealouſy 
of theſe Brethren (not leſs allied in Ini- 
quity than in Blood) arm'd as it was by 
Inhumanity, did machinate the Death of 
the inoffenſive Vouth: But then there came 
a Time afterwards, when they adored on 
their Knees Him whom they before ſought 
to butcher with their Hands, There came 
a Time, when, inſtead of envying his Life, 


they offer'd their own to his Diſpoſal, and 


thought it an Honour to offer themſelves to 
him for Slaves. Why then ſhall we brand 
them with the Title of ungrateful ? Why 
load them with Invectives? If they did treat 
him a little rudely, one while; did they not, 


in the End, make him ample Amends? And 
is not This, think you, a tolerable De- 


fence of their Cauſe ? What! A Defence? 
Rather is it an Aggravation of their Crime, 
Yes, yes : They carried (No-One denies it) 


they carried to the Throne of Joſepb in 


Egypt an Abundance of Homages, all en- 


| hanced by the Plenty of rich Preſents'which 


accompanied 
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accompanied Them, What then? They _, 
were dragg'd to all This, but by the Vio- 

* lence of down- right Famine : Nor would = 
they ever have ſet Eyes again on that injured | 43 
Face; if the Elements had but proved more v2" 

propitious to them. Whoever recants in 

y lch a Manner, almoſt repeats the firſt In- 

ſult: It is ſeeking to ſerve One's Self and 

not Another, when Servitude is courted out 

of mere Neceſſity: And I will venture to _ 
ſay, that He does not give-over offending, ' . MB 
who humbles himſelf only when com- 2 
pell'd. The very Brethren of Fo/eph ſeem'd, 

at laſt, ſenſiblę of as much. They were 

ſenſible of the Injuſtice of their tardy Re- 

turn. Hence, what Terrors were they not 3 
ſeized with at the Diſcovery their injured ÞY 
Brother made of himſelf to them! The 4 

Prince had fine ſoothing them with the 1 

moſt tender Language, embracing them, — 
hugging them to his Breaſt, 3 | | 
bathing them with his majeſtic Tears and _ 
giving them every Aſſurance of his Pardon: 

All was in vain. Still was their Confuſion 
obſtinate at the Sight of ſuch injured G. 
neroſity: His Brethren could not anſwer 9 
bim, being ſurpriſed with exceſſive Terror. * Geneſu ' Þ 
Now let the Ingratitude of Theſe to their . 

Brother To/eph be compared, for a Minute, 
with our ungrateful Conduct to our Gop. 

Whatever Nourriture we have for the ſu 
port of Life, all comes from him: _ Es 

„ a : El 0 
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| ſhall we then yet have the Heart to offend, 
him, for a long Space of Time, with a 
long Series of Crimes and Guilt and Trea- 
cheries, on the ill judged Preſumption of 
adoring him at laſt; when, tired of a nig- 
gard World which has Nothing more to 
give us, we ſhall be forcibly dragg'd to his 
Throne to ſeek Mercy and Help, by the 
Imbecillity of our Faculties, by the 
Decrepacy of our Vears, and by the De- 
cline of our Life? And can ſuch Baſeneſs 
find a Place in a Soul of any Faith, of any 
Common- Senſe; I had almoſt ſaid, of any 
Humanity? O Men! O Ygu, who have 
yet left any Sympathy for common Equity, 
for common Honeſty ! O You, I ſay, who 
pique yourſelves in point of Honour upon 
acting fairly by every Man! Why not 
deal fairly with your Gop? He was not 
ſo dilatory in — himſelf to Vou: Wit- 
neſs that Calvary, which thew'd him bleed- 
ing, agonizing, dying, for You in the very 
Prime of his Life, He, for your Sakes, at 
the early blooming vigorous Age of Three 
and Thirty, gave himſelf up to ſuffer Tor- 
tures Infamy and Death on an jgnoble 
- Gibet: And will You,' O Chriſtians, never 
think it Time to begin to live for . 
O Ingratitude! O Perfidious Injuſtice!, O 
ſelf-betraying Folly. | 
You cannot, Beloved, be thus ungrateful te to 


God, without being naten to yourſelves. 
. 0 


1 
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O how ſurfeiting is it not to ſound Senſe to 
hear certain Expreſſions, whieh are now be- 
come the modiſh Cant of the Age, among 
Chriſtians, © Why terrify ourſelves (they 
* cry) with cloudy Notions of the Divine 
* Severity? Why ſtand in Awe of Gop as 0 
* of a Tyrant, who is ever a tender Father ; 
© and a courteous Friend? One Inſtant is 
„ ſufficient with him to fave us. Innu- : 
«© merable and ineffable are the Graces he | 
* affords in the laſt Hour of Life to ſnatch 
*© a dying Soul from the Jaws of Satan: 
* And if we make but a right Uſe of 
“ Them, the eternal Gates of Glory will 
* not be barr'd againft us. But where is 
the Probability, that You, who abuſe the 
_ Graces given you in the Vigour of your 
Senſes, will make any better Uſe of Graces 9 
offer'd you at a Time when all your Faculties 9 
are render impotent by the Agonies which = 
engroſs all your Attention? Nevertheleſs, = 
Chriſtians, obſerve: I go ſo far as to | 
grant, what Gop alone knows whether or 
not he will grant you: I will grant you, 7 
ſay,” that You will improve thoſe laſt Graces 
of Life; and, with the Penitent Thief, 
, ſteal unexpectedly into Paradiſe, But till 
ſo many precious Years paſt, all capable of 
being fill'd with Merit, all capable of en- = 
larging your Eternity of Glory? Will not _ 
They be All eternally loſt in an abſolute _ ' 
Void of Merit or Reward? O how fierce | Ui 
Vor. II. D d wil“, 
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will yqur Anguiſh be, when on the la 
Verge of Life you look-back and ſee the 
dreadful Havock your Delays have cauſed ! 


When on a Death-bed looking-back on 
your paſt Life, and, &er you enter that 


new World, you know ſo little of, you 
caſt a reflecting Eye upon the Hardſhips 
you have ſtruggled with in the rude World 
you are leaving: In thoſe laſt Moments, 
which Peace alone can render tolerable, 
what Peace can you enjoy beholding the 


dreadful Waſte. of Time you leave behind 
You. Nay when you even recall your 


Thoughts to look before you, and view 
the melancholy Waſte you have made of 
the Eternity you are entering into; what 
can afford You Peace? Who will be able to 
conſole you? What Arguments of Friends, 
or Prieſt or Confeſſor can pacify you from 
crying-out with inconceivable Regret : 0 
* fatal mad Neglect! How poor, how naked, 

* do I leave this Life to meet Eternity 
* O hapleſs me: That of a Life ſo long 


I have no more to carry with me to 


«the Throne of my Judge than the lan- 
% ovid Remains of a few laſt Hours! O 
ce fooliſh me: To have taken moſt Delight 
« in thoſe Days which I waſted the moſt! 


O!] What have I not loſt in loſing Them ? 


« O! What an infinit Meaſure of bliſsful 
e Rewards have I not loſt for all Eternity, 


„ by laviſhing _s Fruits which thoſe paſt 
Tears 
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e Years I have idly ſpent would have pro- | 
e duced, if managed wiſely? O that I had 
” begun this Repentance, made this General 
Confeſſion, given myſelf up thus fincerel * 
to Gop ſome Years ago! O that I had 
<« liſten'd to my early Checks of Con- 
* ſcience; to the Advice, the Sermons, the 
a Sollicitations of Gop's Miniſters; when 
ce in my Bloom of Life, when vigorous 
* and Young! With what a rich Treaſure” 
<<; of additional Felicity and Glory, ſhould” 
*© not I have amplified my Eternity, more 
* than I now can hope to do?” O my 
Dear Faithful Chriſtians! Be wiſe then: 
And ſpare yourſelves in Time this cruel” 
needleſs Anguiſh at your Cloſe of Life, by 
doing now, by reſolving from this Inſtant 
to do direct! y, what you will then wiſh | 
to have done. If the giving yourſelves up 
to Gop ſo late be a ſovereign Ingratitude, 
be an extravagant injuſtice to Gop and to 
yourſelves, as by what I have ſaid it appears 
to be; why will you put him off any 
longer? Why delay your Return to him 
any farther, Ah! Be this then the Day in 
- which you open your Eyes to his Lights 
yon Ears to his Truths, your Hearts to his 
ve, never more to cloſe them but to Sin of 
Ah be this the Day in which Every-One 
of you ſhall in earneſt enter into yourſelves, ' 
and reſolve to give leſs Time for the Future 
1. the Vanities, to the Intereſts, to the 
D bay 2 Luſts 
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Luſts of the World and the Fleſh, leſs to 
Mammon and more to Gop ! Be this, in a 
word, the Day on which you firſt ſeriouſſy 
ſet about a judicious Examen of your Con- 
ſciences, in order to compleat your perfect 
Converſion to Gop; «Your perfect Pre- 
paration for Glory, for Heaven, for Eter- 
nity ! 2 
Tou, I dare anſwer for it, Chriſtians, 
are All of you in general too mannerly, too 
well-bred, to bear the Thoughts of giving a 
firſt Affront to any Man. You would not 
for any Conſideration be willingly rude to 
any of your Acquaintance, Tell me then, 
O You who ſtand upon Punctilios of Civi- 
lity, what Rule of Good-Breeding excludes 
© Gop from the Privilege of not being in- 
ſulted? Why is the Author of all Decency 
to be the only One you dare to, ſlight and 
treat rudely ? If the Laws of Good-Man- 
ners give Precedence to the higheſt greateſt 
molt ancient Nobility ; by what Laws con- 
ſiſtent with the Politeneſs you take ſuch 
Pride in, are you authorized to refuſe Gon 
that Preference to all other Beings which 
he has a Right to, in your Hearts and Affec- 
tions? For who ſo high as the moſt High ? 
Who ſo great as the . Gop of all Power? 
"Who of ſo ancient and Illuſtrious a Name 
as the Ancient of Days, the Source of all 
| Glory? What greater Affront then can you 
offer to Gop, than to light, nay abuſe, as 


you | 
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you do, the Lights, the Graces, and gracious 
Invitations with which he courts you to his 
Glory? What groſſer Inſult than to give Au- 
dience to every ignoble Paſſion preferably to 
the ſacred Inſpirations he ſends you? What 
viler Treatment, in a word, could the moſt 
unpoliſh'd Savages ſhew to You, or you re- 
ceive from Them, than the Lord of Majeſty 
receives from you? Ah! What more impious 
Rudeneſs can there be than to give to the 
World, to the Fleſh, to Vanities, to Im- 
pertinences to Sin, to Satan, the Flower of 
your Days, the Bloom of your Affections, the 
Prime of Health, the choiceſt Fruits of Time 
the Subſtance of Life; and to put- off the Al- 
mighty Donor of all good Gifts with the 
Dregs of your Exiſtence, the Blight of 
your Faculties, the wither'd Remains of your 
Hearts, the rotted Reſts of impotent Old- 
Age or Infirmity and the polluted Shadow 

of a Life laviſh'd in diſſolute Occupations or 
. fruitleſs Indolence? Ah! Can Spirits fo 

noble, ſo polite, ſo genteel, ſo well-bred, 
conſent to treat the Lord of Majeſty with 
ſuch indignant Ruſticity ? Look-ye, Deareſt 
Objects of my Concern! I will ſuppoſe your 
Lives inſured to an unuſual Old-Age : You 

are to live a long Life; and that Life, to 

the very laſt, ſhall be accompanied with 
Vigour, with Preſence of Mind, with Re- 
ſolution of Heart, with Activity of Limbs : I 
conclude therefore, with You, that you may 

ber, 0 at 
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at your own Eaſe in that laſt Stage, ſtep into 
the Road of a Final Repentance, and with 


abundance of Safety walk leiſurely to Hea- 


ven, move leiſurely towards Gop. ' What! 
Towards Gop, did Tay? Alas! With what 
Face will you throw yourſelves at the Feet 
of that lovely Lord, with Nothing better 
to preſent to him than the rotten Relics of 
ur exhauſted Talents: Reſts which the 
e oſ Nature has preſerved, in ſpite 
of the Strength of your vicious Deſires? 
With what Countenance will you offer 
yourſelves to the Lord of Majeſty at a Time 
when you ſhall be become the Refuſe of the 
World and it's Enjoyments; the deſpicable 
Outcaſt of Vanity, Luxury and Preſumption? 
If you ſhould have Grace enough to turn to 
Gop, when the World turns it's Back upon 
you ; how will you not redden with Exceſs 
of Shame, at the preſenting yourſelves be- 
fore his Divine Preſence, all ſullied-over 
with thouſands of vicious Habits! How 
will you not glow with Confufion, to 
appear before him, all ragged with the 
Want of Virtues! What! To Such a 
Lord, as our Gop is, who ever de- 
lighted in firſt Fruits: To that Lord, who 
abhorr'd every Victim which was not a 
Firſtling; who would accept of no Holo- 
cauſt from the Prieſt, if not a. Firſt- 
born: To that Lord, who deteſted every 
Sacrifice where the Victim was _— 
* ; wi 
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with Infirmity, Blemiſh, or Imperfection, 
will you preſume to think of devoting here- 
after an Old- age, polluted, waſted, maim'd 
and tottering? What if a Gardener of your 


own ſhould deal thus with Any of You? 


If of all the rich Fruits of a plentiful 
| Garden you truſt to his cultivating he ſhould 
preſent to you Nothing better than the 
ſtale Remains of a few rotten Apples, a 
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few ſour Grapes, or a few * Nec- 


torins, reſerving to himſelf the choiceſt Pro- 


ducts of the Seaſons ; with what Indigna- 


tion would not you look upon him? And 


ſhall the eternal Father, who is ſole and 
| ſovereign Proprietor of all We poſſeſs, be 
treated by Us with a ſo much greater 


Rudeneſs and Irreverence, without the leaſt 
Fear of his Reſentment ? Is not the horrid 


Example of Cain ſufficient to diſſuade us 


from thus rudely lighting and abuſing the 
Goodneſs of our Gop? Why were his Of- 
ferings rejected with Indignation by the 
Almighty, while thoſe of his Brother were 


ſo acceptable? Ah! It was on the ſame _ 
Account, as You-yourſelves-may reaſonably 


expect, Chriſtians, if you ' perſiſt in your 
Frowardneſs to be rejected alſo. He de- 
fert'd his Sacrifice for many Days, and 


His Fault was, ſays St. Ambroſe, that he 
e delay'd for many Days. For it is the 
2 Readineſs and Good-wall it 1s ofter'd 


cc with | 


then made it of the Dregs of his Harveſt. 


| 


il 
| 


« ceptable. ” 5 
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& with which renders every Sacrifice ac 
But You have the Inſtances before you 


of a Prodigal Son who was long contuma- 
cious and yet was kindly embraced when 


he did return to his Father, tho' he re- 


turn'd but late; of a Magdalen, who, 
long a Slave to Vanity, was at laſt tenderly 
received, when She gave herſelf up to her 
Divine Lord. And therefore you bluſh not, 

rhaps, Chriſtians, to offend him now, to 
flight and abuſe his Graces at preſent, whoſe 
future Pardon. you expect. Well: Be it 
granted even, that, Vou, who imitate their 
Tardineſs, will ſhare in their Return and 


Reception. Yet ah! You muſt ſhare too at 


leaſt in the Confuſion They were under at 
their Return. Alas! What Bluſhes did 
not dye the Countenance of Penitent Mary, 
when bathing the Feet of her Divine Ma- 


| ſter with her Tears! Alas what Conſuſion 


did not cover the repenting Son, at the Sight 


of that Father, whoſe Obedience he had 


ſo long withdrawn himſelf from! Inſo- 
much as now to conſider himſelf no more 


in the Light of a Son, but rather ſcarce 
worthy of the Privilege of a hired Servant. 


Ah! how then, Deareſt Chriſtians, can you 
have the Courage to hazard a like Confuſion | 
by deferring your Repentance to the Laſt?. 
It is poſſible for You, I own, to pleaſe + 
Gop by returning to him in your laſt Stage 
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of Life: But it is impoſſible, that you ſhould 
in ſuch Caſe be pleaſing to yourſelves. Ima- 
gin, for a Minute, that you are arrived to 

that crazy Period and that you have but 
juſt begun and finiſh'd the Offering of your- 

_ "ſelves to Gop: Think too you fee your 
amorous / Gop fix his Eyes upon you with 
an Attention mix't with Pity 20 Diſdain; 
ſhewing to you the bleeding Wounds your 
Stubbornneſs ſo long kept open; and, with 
tacit yet lively Reproaches, asking You : 

© Well then, dilatory Creatute! Is your 

* ſavage Fierceneſs glutted at laſt with 
ce the Havock made of this innocent 

&* friendly Fleſh'? Are you at laſt reſolved 
«40 ey to me the little Blaſt of Life 

* yet left you? Ah! Fhis is not the Time 

cc you ſhould have choſen to return to mo 
in, Better had it been to have done ſo 
ere you had ſo groſſy corrupted our 
Faculties. For ah how feeble, how ittle 
te worth Acceptance, are they now! 7. hou : : 
% habt committed Fornication | with many — 7 
G i Lovers. * How many Lovers, O 1 
teful uncivil Soul, hast not thou pro- 
ſtituted thy Heart to, ere Thou brin geſt 

it to me: And now dos t Thou offer to 
* be wholly mine? Why, but becauſe 
„Thou can'ſt give thyſelf to None, to 
<©© Nonght, befide? Now ar't Thou charm'd 
* with thy Gop ? Why, but becauſe Thou 
e ar't now incapable of being charm d with 
Vor. II. ä E 5 * Aught 
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* .mighteſt expect for this tardy and forced 


On PAss loN SUNDAY, * 


00 Aught beſide? But charm'd? No no: 
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Tis not thy Love of me, but thy penu- 


rious Condition which brings thee back 


to me. Therefore dos't thou ſeek my 
e heavenly Manſions, becauſe thou art 
ce now frown'd-out from every other as a 


Nuſance. Therefore dos't Thou now 


pay thy Court to me and to. my Heaven. 


jc the Earth and the Pride and 
* Luſt of it are tired of paying Court to 


ce 


Thee. Therefore ar't thou deſirous of 


being mine, becauſe thou ar't become 
the Refuſe of every other Being. Nor 
would'ſt Thou even yet be mine but 
that thou has't exhauſted every Talent 


which can enable thee to love, or gain 
the Affection or Favour of, any Thing 
© beſides me. Ah! Thou has't, indeed, com- 
-mitted Fornication with many Lovers, Un» 


«© grateful, uncivil as Thou was't to me. 


evertheleſs return unto me, ſaith tbe 


« Lord, and I will receive T hee. * Was 


thy Reception to be proportion'd © to 
thy Deſert; I know what a One Thou 


rather than free Return. I ſhould fend 
thee back for thy Recom pence to the 


* Maſters thou has't hitherto. ſerved in 


preference to me; and in ſo doing teach 
Others, at thy Colt, the Conſequence of 
lighting. and abuſibg - the Favours of 


_ © their Gop, But Oo) dilatory, 


* irreverent 
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'A * irreverent as Thou bas't been, Thou 


. * till ar't mine: Return therefore, and I 
cuil receive Thee.” O my Dear Chri- 
ſtians! Tell me: How would you be able 
to bear-up againſt ſuch juſt, ſuch ſtinging 
| Reproaches? On merely reflecting, that you 


deſerved Such, could you forbear burſting 
with Grief and Confufion ? If it ſeems to 


You that you ſhould have Courage enough 
to meet them, - ſurely it proceeds from a 
 Meanneſs of Soul which makes you in- 


ſenſible how very grievous it muſt be to 


generous Spirits to be upbratded with ſuch 
ruſtic Ingratitude. Or if you believe, that 
it would give you any Exceſs, of Pain 3 
why will you labour to render. it more 
grievous by prolonging, with daily Pro- 
craſtinations, your deſired Converſion to 
Gop ? Gov, it is true may accept your 
Repentance, tho ever ſo late: But you 
have little Reaſon to expect that your pre- 
ſuming on it will induce him to do it. 
Rather have you the greateſt Cauſe to fear, 
that, as your ſinful Neglects of him have 
often obliged him to abſcond from you 


with his Grace, ſo may your preſumptuous 


Tardineſs of returning to him may incenſe 
him to withdraw himſelf wholly from 
you, never to ſhew his lovely Countenance to 
Lou more. For, as St. Auguſtin very W 
remarks, tho. % Gop in his tender M ercy 
75 has promiſed Pardon to every penitent 
$730 E E Sinner 


412 


On Passron SUNDAY, 


« Sinner, yet he never promiſed to any 
« Sinner the Time to repent. Why then 
will you, O finful Chriſtians, neglect the 
preſent Time for Converſion, which is the 
only Time you can call your -own ? Why 
put off your Repentance to the Future 
which may never be your .]? 
Return then, return, O Deareſt Fellow 
Sinners. Let me conjure you in the very 
e of your Gop : Return to him from 
Inſtant, by reſolving on a ſerious, 


= penitential Confeſſion at this Holy 


Time. As many of You as hear me, re- 
flect, that you have loſt already but too 
much of Life. Some more, Some leſs; 
but All of you have ſinn' d: Let All of 
Vou then from this Day ſet about redeem- 
ing the Time you have abuſed, by enlarg- 
ing, with your futute Improvement of Time, 
the Eternity which is in your Power. 
Farewell then, idle Paſtimes! Farewell, 
| ſenſeleſs Occupations ! Farewell cruel Enjoy- 1 
ments of the Earth which have robb'd us, of 
ſo many and fo precious Hours, Days, nay. 
Years! O! How ſhocking is the bare Re- 


membrance of You? Barely to reflect, that, 


late as it is in Life for us, we have o = 
ſo important a Journey yet to begin towar 

Heaven and Eternity, oppreſſes Thought. 
And yet the very Reflecting on our preſſing 


Need: That we are ſo far advanced in our 


. on * and ſtill 8 diſtant from 
our 


- "a r N 
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our Journey's End, may urge us to preſs 


faſter on: And thus ſhall the Induſtry of 


a few well- managed Months fill-up with 


precious Fruits of Virtue, all our former 


miſpent Vears and amply repair all paſt 
Delays. Thus ſhall we double our Eter- 
nity of Love for Gon, and force him to for- 


get aur paſt Ingratitude and rude Returns of 


II. However there are not wanting, even 


1 among Chriſtians, Some inconſiderate Crea- 
tures ſo void of Generoſity, as to care but 


little how ungrateful they proved to Gon, 
if they could but eſcape his Puniſhments. 


It is lofing Time then to expoſtulate with 


Such, or to try- to diſſuade them from 
trifling with Gop, by Arguments drawn 
from the noble Motives of Love and Grati- 


tude and due Reſpect for him. Not One 
of theſe will touch their meaner Hearts. 


Such Language wüll only ſerve to urge 


them, after the Example of the Fews to 
. take-up the Stones of freſh Ingratitudes b 


tbrow at Gop. Fear, ſervil Fear and ſordid 
Intereſt are the only Motives which have 


Weight with them. And is there any 


Dearth of Motives of this kind? No, Be- 
loved, no. If hitherto I have not argued 
from Principles of Terror, to diſſuade You 
from putting-off any longer the happy 


Day of your ſincere Converſion, the bleſſed 


Period 


all the Mercies he has heap'd upon ua 
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Period which ſhall renew you and make 
vou live again to Gop and live forever; 
It is becauſe my favourable Thoughts of 
ou inclined me to believe, that more 
exalted Motives would better ſuit and 
more ſucceſsfully affect ſuch noble, gene- 
rous, poliſh'd, grateful Souls as "_ , 
hope I have to deal with in addreſſing 

to You. What tho' you have been Sn 
hitherto; after all, I truſt, you are not 
quite ſo harden'd, that the Reflection on 
Gop's Goodneſs to you will not ſuffice to 
win you over to a ſpeedy Repentance. 
After all, wide as you have lived from 
Gop, tardy as you have been to return 
to him ; you have ſtill, I hope, ſome Re- 
ſpect, fore Tenderneſs, ſome Gratitude, 
ſome Affection left for him: Vou cannot 
then be quite ſuch obſtinate Offenders, 
that Nothing but Laſh and Whip can 
bring you back to your Indulgent rr 
who has borne with you ſo long only to 
gain you to himſelf. If then the Endear- 
ments of your Almighty Sovereign will 
work upon you ; what Need, what Room 
is there for Arguments of Terror ? Yet 
pardon, gentle Chriſtians, if, to the ſoothing 
mild Diſcourſe, which, anxious for your 
Safety yet tender of your Delicacy, I have 
held with you, I now proceed to add Some 
Reaſonings of a ſharper more awakingNature | 
for Souls of baſer Alloy, who ſtand in need 
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of Terrors to bring them back to their 


expecting Gop, : 
And, O! What Terrors hover over their 
unthinking Heads! O obſtinate Sinners! 
For now to You are all my Words addreſt. 
O perverſe Triflers with Time, Eternity, 
Yourſelves and Gop ! In what have You 
hitherto conſumed your Days? Has it been 
in Sin or Innocence? In Virtues or in every 
Vice? With Gop or with the World? Ah?! 
Did you keep but Each a Journal of your 
Actions; how full how crouded would 
not every Day's Account appear? But of 
what? Of glorious Actions done for Eter- 
nity? For your Souls? Fox Gop? Not at 
all: But of Idleneſs, of Impertinences, of Va- 
nities, of Vices, of Enormities, of Scandals 
given into to pleaſe the World, the Fleſh, 
the common Enemy of Gop and You. 
What tho' you have no Journal bye You ; 
every Witneſs to your Lives, even I, can. 
make it for Lou; and you ſhall own it, 
tho' ſhort, a faithful Abſtract, As for your 


E Childhood I paſs it over unheeded, That 


being a Stage of Life more directed by 
Nature than Reaſon. But ſoon as enter'd 
into Puerility, O! What Intricacy, what a 
Confuſion of Diſordergappears ! From the 


 - farſt opening of your Reaſon, how inverted a 


Uſe did you not make of it? How ſoon was 

that hapleſs Power affail'd by the Troop of 
your humour d Paſſions ? Aſail'd, did T jay? 
n * ; 2 6 | How 
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How ſoon was It not ſubdued and enſlaved ? 


What Slaughter did you not ſuffer them 
to make of your Reaſon, of Freewill, of 


Grace, of every noble Faculty .of your Souls? 
As you grew-up into Youths, how did not 
Paſſion and Vice ſhoot-up with you? How 
were you not, every Year, every Day, torne 
and divided by the Tumults of your con- 
traſting Appetites; by Loves; by Hatreds; 
by Mirths; by Melancholy? O the Weak- 


neſs! O the Imprudences ! O the raſh At- 
tempts! O what innumerable Sallies of 


Deſpair, of Preſumption, of Obſtinacy, of 


Inconſiſtency, made you almoſt each Mi- 


nute differ from yourſelves! How have you 
not lJoiter'd-out ſuch and ſuch Hours, Days 
and Weeks andMonthe, now atCoffee-houſes, 


| Taverns, and Places of riotous Reſort ; "now 


at leſs nauſeous but not more improving 
Parties; here wedged-in with Shar at 


a Gaming-Table ; there with Ladies at a 


Tea-board;; inceſſantly employ'd at-home, 
abroad, in Houſes or in Streets, in meditat- 
ing cr in practiſing ſome Vice or Other; in 
Drinking, Quarrelling, Fighting, Challeng- 
ing, Fricking, Defaming, Lying, Swear- 
ing, leud Diſcourſes or laſcivious Looks? 
And thoſe unnumther'd Nights of which 
the Reckoning is loſt ? How have not they 
been conſumed in Dancing, Fiddling, Con- 
forts, Plays, and public Diſſipations, if not 


in private Vices not to be named among 


| Chriſtians ? 
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 _ Chriſtians ? And Church ? And the Holy Sa- 
craments? And Prayer? And Sermon?Ah what 
Splittings of Half-Hours have not They been 
Hurried-over with; when you have honour'd' 
or rather diſgraced them with your Pre- 
| ſence, to loiter- away ſome leiſure Minutes, 
you knew not where elſe to waſte; or 
when you have thought it neceſſary to ſave 
Appearances? But let us paſs-on to your 
25 — Here indeed I remark leſs Levity 
in your Conduct but not leſs Guilt: Rather, on 
the contrary, are your Crimes more grievous, 
fince You-yourſelyes are become leſs. giddy, 
What Occupation has Any-One of you 
given-up your Vears to, which has not fill'd 
the Meaſure of your Iniquity? To the Bar? 
But O! what iniquitous Sentences, have you 
not fign'd, where you were Judges! What 
unjuſt Pleadings, what unfair Proceedings; 
are you not black with, where Lawyers ! Do 
You govern? O what Diſorders in your- 
- ſelves and Subjects! Are you Subjects? O 
| how refractory your Conduct! O Phyficians! 
What Ignorance, what Indolence, what 
Raſhneſſes are you not loaded with? Mer- 
chants, what Frauds fill- up not more your 
Coffers than your Conſciences! And O the 
Lies, the Perjuries, the Impoſitions, with 
which Vou, Tradeſmen, are daily toiling to 
promote your ſordid Lucre! Every Pains has 
been taken by you, in more than one Way, 
and by more than one Artifice, to ſoften and 
Vor. Il, IE - ſweeten 
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ſwyeeten the irkſome Fatigues of this ill-ſpent 


mortal Life : But for the immortal Exiſtence 
no J hought has been employ'd. What Time 


has been aſſign'd with any Fervor or Since- 


rity, to the real Duties of your ſeveral Sta- 
tions, to your Soul's Salvation, to the Al- 
mighty's Honour ? Alas, alas! Every Inſtant 
from your Birth to your preſent State (the 


Time of your Infancy excepted ) has been 


Nothing but a Mixture of Chriſtian Profeſ- 
fion and Heatheniſh Practice ; a Confuſion 
of Sacraments with Sins; a perpetual Circle 
of Confeſſions and Relapſes ; A deteſtable 
Checker-Work of Prayers, and Faſts, and 
Alms, and Maſſes, and Communions, and 
Luxury, and Avagice, and Fraudulency, and 


Ambition. In ſhort, O ſtubborn Triflers 


with Time! Vour Conduct has been as vile 
and as unſteady as That of the People of Sion, 
ever moving in a Rotation of the ſame accu- 
mulated Crimes: And therefore to Every- 
One of You, as to Each-One of Them, may 
1 repeat the Prophet Feremiab's (what ſhall 
1 term it?) Lamentation or Reproach : How 
exceedingly vile ar't Thou become, iterating 
thy Ways! * Ah Heaven grant, in It's un- 
wearied Mercy, that No-One of you, by 
ſharing in their Guilt, may ſhare in their 
Puniſhment ! But how does not the ter- 
rible Menace of the Almighty make me 
tremble for Every Individual of you: From 
| hence alſo Thou ſhalt go: And thy — 


. 
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( Guilt) hall be upon thy Head; be- 
cauſe the Lord hath 4 7 d thy Confi- 
dence, and T, hou un have N. othing pro- 
 ſperous. N * Bid. 
O the filthy deteſtable Jou mal: Away 
with it. Already do I repent of becoming 
your Examiner, for the Sake of ſpairing both 
Scandal to the Innocent, and Confuſion to 
You, O Sinners. And why ſhould I raiſe a 
| Bluſh on your Cheeks with a Remembrance 
of the precious Treaſures of Time you have 
taviſh'd ; when all the Blood which can fluſty 
your Faces, tho It ſhould even guſh through 
every Pore, will not ſuffice to recall one miſ- 
pent irrevocable Hour back? Ah! Lament 
then and take-on, O wretched Bankrupts of 
Virtue, Grace and Time Weep: Weep with 
inconſolable Tears over the Loſs of ſo many 
valuable Months, ſo many precious Vears, you 
might have purchaſed Heaven with. Who, 
to uſe the mournful Expreſſions of an ancient 
Holy Father, Who ſhall reſtore to You 
e the Years You have ſquander'd in Empti- 
“ neſs? ” Of all the Labours and Sollici- 
tudes you have laid-out ( you know beſt in 
what Bank) who ſhall pay the Principal or 
even Intereſt ? All the Thoughts, all the 
Actions you put-out to any but Gop, are 
ſunk into Nothing but Guilt. All the fair 
Promiſes of the Traitor-World now fail 
| you: And that World, which hurried you, 
by by s Inſinuations, into Ruin, is haſtily 
Fett F 1:3 | run- 
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running to Ruin itſelf. Ah! weep then and 
weep inceſſantly; for all your Remedy i is in 

your Tears. 6 
Nevertheleſs ſo far, ene is the per- 
verſe Part of Chriſtianity from weeping 
over the Years they have ſpent the worſt, 
that they laugh in their Hearts at my Per- 
ſuaſions; as if I meant only, by certain me- 
lancholy Reflections, to rob them of all the 
Pleaſures of their greener Years, to preci- 
pitate them ere it be Time into all the 
Gloomy Cares of Old-Age. *© Alas! Is therr 
conſtant Cry: Alas! Too rapidly already 
does Yout fly away: Short is the Space 
te in which we can reliſh Enjoyment; and 
te ere we are aware the Maturity of Life 
will hurry upon us: Then, then ſhall 
ce we find Opportunity and Leiſure enough 
** to give ourſelves up to Gop. | Mean 
* while we are otherwiſe taken- up. If with 
* ſuch untimely Devotion we now break- 
in upon our only Days of Enjoyment; 
when ſhall we be able to get a Taſte 
© of Diverſions?” O Satan, Satan! What 
flattering illufive Ways T hou has't found- 
out to lead along with thee, Companions to 
thy Miſeries, ſuch Moltitudes of Catholics 
v5 Gop, with amorous Tenderneſs had 
deſtin'd to the vacant Thrones of Glory ! 
But ah Traitor! Is it their Youth, perfidious 
Serpent, which Thou would'{t gull them 
out of No, no: Thou ar't | perſuaded, 


that 


* 
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chat probably they will either never quit 


their Youth without quitting Life alſo, or 
never quit their Vices with their Youth. 
to live a Life of Penance and Virtue: And 
therefore ar't thou in expectation, that, 


53 k 


robbing them 'of the Flower of Life, thou 


may'ſt — cheat them of the Fruit alſo. 
But O my much beloved, tho obſtinate 
Sinners! How do not I. with, that you 


winds + ance! e e 
baſe Artifices of this infernal Impoſtor l I 


Imagin, O Triflers, notwithſtanding all your 


Tardineſs, all your Frowardneſs, that you 


are not ſuch Enemies to eternal Happineſs 


as to be reſolved on being eternally miſe- 


rable : And therefore, as You. know you 
cannot perſiſt in Sin to the End of Life 


and be ſaved, I do not ſuppoſe, that Any 


of you are o ſtupid as to deſign putting- 

off your Repentance till Death. No, no: 
You purpoſe All, I dare vouch for you, to 
be very good before you die. But tell me: 


Do you know then for certain when you 


ſhall die? Every-One of You is too weak, 
too irreſolute, too puſillanimous to give 


himſelf up in this very Inſtant to Gop: 


Vou all wait a more favourable Opportunity: 


And yet are you not conſcious, that you 
cannot even gueſs when that Opportunity 
will offer? Nay are you not very uncertain 
whether it will ever offer or no. You do not 

fin n now with the Intent of ſinning to the 
a End, 
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End, I know: But you live-on in Sin 
with the illufive Deſign of repenting here- 
after, ſaying to Yourſelves, with the per- 
verſe Sons of Heli, with whom you are ſo 
likely, to be diſappointed and (diſappointed) 
to be loſt, Bye and Bye, Bye and Bye. 
When we are growing Old then will we 
« think on doing Penance. Bye and Bye, 
do yon ſay? Ah deluded Mortals! This 
Bye and Bye is that uncertain Future about 
which the Devil concerns himſelf but little, 
ſo he can but prevail upon you to give-up 
to him the certain prefent Inſtant. Ves, 
&« yes, ſays the great St. Bafil, This artful 
Serpent, ever ſubtil at deceiving, often 
*© robs us of the preſent Day's Leiſure by 
1 cunningly flattering onr Imagination 

« with the Proſpect of the Morrow. t. 

O the rank Folly, Chriſtians, of ſuffering | 
ourſelves to be thus impoſed upon! And 
And yet O the Number of Chriſtians who 
are the Dupes of it! Ah perverſe Triflers 
with Time Eternity and God ! What but 
This is the Cauſe of your Delays? O the 
unhappy Wife of Lot! What but a like 
Argument, was her undoing? For do you 
imagin, Chriſtians, that, when She was ſeized 
with the anxious Inclination to look-back, 
in ſpite of the Divine Commandment, and 
to caſt one parting Look upon her flaming 
Country, no opportune Remorſe, no friendly 
—_— of Conſcience: call'd upon her to 
| deſiſt 
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deſiſt and ſay d to ber: Look not that 
„Way, O Woman; for thy. Gop: forbids 
e Thee ? Who knows, that, for turning 
© towards thy guilty Patriots with thy Eyes, 

te offended Heaven may involve Thee in 


e one common Guilt with them, who dareſt 


io accompany them in Rebellion? Butz; 
ſays the Flattery of a temerary Prix ght: 
8 7 is but for this one Time. I will but 
«| caſt this pitying Glance; and then preſs 
. * forward to the Mountain. There III 
ce crave Pardon of my Gop; and thus after 
e gratifying my Cariakity, ſatisfy his Juſtice.” 
She: look 1 then; ſhe indulged the reſtleſs 
Paſſion; gratified — Rage of ber 
curious rag in, m_ Sight of thoſe ſulphu- 


rous Flames: But then? O then, 3 ſhe 


thought to move forward, when, dhe would 
look towards the Mount which Was to be at 
once the Stage and Witneſs of her Re pentance, 
her Life was at an End: Loſt to "yy Life, 


all Senſe, all Motion, ſhe was petrified. to 4 


Statue of Salt. In ſhort, | as St. Auguſtin, 


ſays, Where ſhe. look d-back, —— ſhe - 


halted, where ſhe nn d, there, there ſhe 
6a remain'd. Long is it, O Beloved, that 
You, like this unhappy Woman, have been 
3 by Heaven to ſeek your Safety, in the 
Holy Mount, (tbat is) in the Sublimity of 
Chriſtian Perfection, by turning your Looks, 
your Inclinations forever away from thoſe 


| ns with which the whole Earth | 
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is inſamed, is burning, is almoſt conſumed, 
Often has the Voice of a ſalutary Inſpi- 
ration ſaid to you: Flee from this Sin, 


from that dangerous Attachment, from 


* this other Incendiary Paſſion or Occaſion. 
« Save your Life : Look not back; neither 
* flay in all the Country round: But 'ſave 
* yourſelf in the Mountain, left You alfo 


© periſb witball. And how often have not 


You, like that female Dupe of Delay, re- 
jected the wholeſome . Cogitation, or put 


it off with a To-morrow, 6 Pooh 'Vhiere 


„ will be Time enough to think ſeriouſly 
ec hereafter.” But what, if That Time: 
That Hereafter ſhould never be at your 


Diſpoſal? And this may very probably be 


your Caſe. You, O Young Man, give a 
Looſe at preſent to every flattering Paſſion 
and ſtill promiſe your Conſcience a Time 


for the Acquiſition” of Chriſtian Virtues. 


But when ſhall this defirable Time come? 


When ſhall all theſe fine Promiſes be 
fulfill'd? O It cannot be yet a while: 


“J am not yet in a ſettled Way. It 
muſt be then, I ſuppoſe, at ſome Time or 
other of your Manhood. But how can 
That well be? Then alas You will have too 


much Buſineſs on your hands : Then you 


will be wholly taken- up with the Improve- 


ment of your Subſtance, the Advancement 


of your Sons, the Diſpoſal of your Daugh- 


ters, and brigueing for Employments or 


Settlements 
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Settlements for them, or elſe perhaps catk᷑⸗-ẽ 
ing for Bread to ſupport them with. Much 
Time then 2 are likely to have, in that 
Stage of Life, for acquiring any Virtues you 
are not already poſſeſt of. So then, you 
think better on it, and reſolve to put it 
off to Old-Age ? But what, if you ſhould 
die while you are Young? And are you 
ſure, you ſhall not? What Certainty, pay 
what rational Probability, have You, that 
your preſumptuous Delays will not be earlily 
| overtaken by reproving deſtroying Ven- 
geance, any more than Many Thouſands _ 
before you have had, who, deſigning to be J 
exemplary Penitents in their Old-Age, have — 
been, like Ophni and Phineas, made Ex= 8 
amples of Terror to all Triflers with Gon 
and his Grace, and died Reprobate Sinners 
in the very Prime of Life? But III go 
farther and admit you to be in a moral 
Certainty, nay (if you chuſe it) in a phyſi- 
cal one, that you ſhall live to a deſirable 
Old-Age. What then? Why then, my 
*© Paſſions will be tired, my Concupiſcence 
_ *©. worn-out, and my Blood grown cold: 
„% My Affairs will be ſettled, and my 
Thoughts digeſted ; and to the Buſineſs 4 
&. of the Soul I ſhall then be in a Condition 0 
e to giveaip a whole Soul unalienated, . 
<«.-undiſturb'd, unliable to the Levities at- 
_ «tending a more Active Time of Life. 
O the fine Seaſon for returning to Gop! 
„„ 1 
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You too. O Young Maiden! Why do not 


You anſwer the gracious, amorous Calls. of 


: your loving Spouſe the lovely Jeſus ? | Why 


flight the Graces, the Invitations: with 


which he induſtriouſly courts you to be 


his own? O my Time is not yet come: 


I ſhall give him Nothing but a Heart. di- 


< vided amidſt a Thouſand oppoſit con- 
ce traſting Affections and Deſires, if I give 
* myſeęlf up to Devotion before my Mind 
© and Station be fix'd.” And ah! When, 


think you, will That be? When is Gop 


likely to have any Share in You, if not 
now? Soon will come-on the ſeemingly 
Joyous, the gay and giddy Times of Wooing 
and of Wedding: And judge you, if, 
amidſt the buſy Impertinences of thoſe 


| diffipated Days, all for the moſt part waſted 
in Nothing but Licentiouſneſs, you will be 


able to give-up many Moments to Gop 
and to your Soul. Judge yoo, if you will 


then have Leiſure to remember the Nicety 


of Chriſtian Temperance in the midſt. of 
Entertainments; the Strictneſs of Chriſtian 
Reſerve in every public or private Party, 


the unſpotted Purity of Tongue arid Actions, 


with the perfect Piety of Heart, always be- 
coming the devout Sex whether Maidens or 


Matrons. There will too, very probably, 


come the Times of breeding and bringing= 
forth; and what great Acquiſition of Virtues, 
think you, will you be able to make, when 
A „ , wholly. 
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wholly taken-up with the Qualms, the 
Pains, the Cares: and Anxieties of Preg- 
nancy? What Tenderneſs will remain in 
your Heart for Devotion and Piety, when 
your whole Heart ſhall be engroſs' d by 
ſollicitous Tenderneſs for a Husband and 
Children? Will not the Care and Concern 
for your Family, in which moſt probably you 
will then be, take you wholly off, from 
all, Thoughts of — and Eternity? And 
will you too, notwithſtanding, truſt to the 
Incertainty of Old-Age to grow Gaod? 
Ah! Believe me, Dear deluded. | Fellow- 
Chriſtians: :Y6u | deceive yourſelves very. 
groſly. Believe me: You. truſt to a broken 
Reed in truſting to Old-Age. Believe me: 
If you are not till then provided, with Chri- 
ſtian Virtue ; | you very probably never 
will be. Believe me: In your Old-Age, 
if you ever attain to it, the Attachments 
of the World, the Delicacy of the Fleſh, 
the inordinate Love of Pleaſures Intereſts 
and Pride, which have not been totally 
.deſtroy!d in your Youth, will root them- 
ſelves: ſo deeply ſo thickly in your Souls 
as to leave Gop's Grace no — vane”  . 
to grow in, much. leſs. to hook-up. one ip 
-fingle Sprig of -Chriſtian Virtue. 10 
Ah too truly is This the Caſe ee 
king. Too true is it, that their choiceſt Days 
are devoted to the Service of the Devil; 
Who! by little and little robs them inſenſibly 
. A of 
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* 6 their whole Life! Too true is it, that 


the Deſires of giving themſelves up to 
Gop are put off to the next Day, the 


next Month, the next Vear, till Life itſelf 


enerally fails. Thus ſhameful s human 
ife laviſh'd : And in what? Why by 


_ the Women, in eating, ſleeping, drefling 


viſiting, Play and fruitleſs Diverſions: In 


Modes, in Punctilios, in Appointments and 


uſeleſs if not hurtful Parties: At beſt, in 
domeſtic Cares, in impertinent Niceties: of 
Family Grandure, and the Triflings of an 


Imaginary Oeconomy. In ſhort, to _ 
in the moſt | favourable Terms, They are 


buſied about Many Things: But about the 
One- bing enen, what is thought? 
What is done? Nothing, mere Nothing. 
And how are the Men employed? Few 
better; but Many - worſe. If they ate 


Perſons of Birth and Faſhion, of ; ts | 


or Pretogative ; their Days are miſerably 
divided between the Court, the Bar, and 
their own Home; now paying, now re- 
ceiving Homage; here 'intriguing there de- 
ciding; and ever filling their Heads With 
Intricacies, their Hearts with Anguiſh; 
wholly devoted to the Public, intirely ab- 
ſent to Themſelves: If They are Tradeſ- 
men; how intenſely are they not buſied 
in working, running this way and that, 


to buy, to ſell, to cheat, to lie, to ſwear 
and forſwear, to > dillipats their Subſtance 
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in ſearch of more, to conſume their Strength 
their Health, their Senſes, their Spirits in 
rſuit of Gain, without Reſpit, without 
reathing-Time, without Reſt or the De- 
ſire of it! Thus eager are They to give to 
2 ar what is Cæſar's, nay more than what 
is. Thus punctual are they to give to 
the Earth their All which is of the Earth, 
their Fleſh and Appetites ; nay more their 
Souls and Aﬀections; which belong not to 
the Earth, but to Heaven. But to give 
to Gop what belongs to GoD, what 
neſs, what Punctuality is ſhewn ? To pro- 
mote the Advantages of the Soul, what 
Pains ate taken? To think on Eternity, on 
Gop; what Time is employ'd ? . O That 
ee willlbe thought on afterwards.” Ah! 
falſe deceitful Afterwardi, Thou Traitor 
to Ohriſtianity! Ah baſe and guileful After- 
_ wards, Thou Murderer of Chriſtian Souls! 
Ah vile ungrateful «Afterwards, Thon cruel 
Aſſaſin of Time Eternity and Bliſs! Ah 
Afterwards, Thou ſworn Enemy to Mans 
Salvation and to Gop's Hondur! Shall 
Man at the Peril ;of his Salvation truſt to 
thy deluſive Promiſes, who hast ſo often 
| fail d? * Afterwards (do you ſay Chriftions) 
e afterwards you: will give yourſelres up 
to Gop ? Now you will perſiſt in ſinning 
rund Repentance will come afterwards? 
O inſolent Preſumption ! .So You may ſtone 


the Divine Mercy with obdurate CO 
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of his Graces, and Gop muſt not wreak 
Vengeance on You? He may abſcond from 
your Hearts, while you are diſpoſed to 
refaſe him Entrance; but may not with- 
draw himſelf wholly and abſolutely re- 
+ fuſer to enter into them again, when 
you ſhall think fit to invite bim with a 
too late Repentance? What then do you 
make of Gon? Or what / ſhall I make of 
| your Arrogance? Surely if you do not 
f blaſpheme your Divine Sovereign in Words, 
While you perſiſt in this Conduct, you 
cannot be er wide of blaſpheming * 
in your Actions and blaſpheming in: your 
Hearts. Look ye then, perverſe Chriſtians; 
| with trembling aching Pity I tell you: If yon 
"IF repent not now; then, in all probability, you 
never will repent. If you do not now give 
vourſelves up to Gop; there are a thouſand 
Chances to One againſt you, that you never 
will give yourſelves to him, or he: will 
never accept of you, When you do. VN 
know, that the fame Go who ſays. 
to us his Miniſters, He who: hears yt, 
Bears ma, peaks to you by my Mouth: 
If then v bear not the» Words q, God, 
now once for all inviting you to 'a ſincetſe 
| immediate c Repentance; Therefore: is Mr” * 
2 that you! Bear not, becauſe you are” nat vf 
__ "Gap. For He, uo is of God, beareth 
the! Word: of Go, as my very Text aſſures 
you In ſhort, if you trifle any * pf 
10 Wit 
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| _ Gop; if you ſet him again at De- 
fiance. If, inſtead. of returning to him, you 
throw Stones at bim, by rejecting this In- 


+ vitation to Penance which He now 
vouchſafes to you by my Mouth; there 


O are the greateſt Odds againſt - you, that It 


may be the laſt Mercy he has decreed to 


ſhew you; It may be, that you will die in 


a State of final Impenitence and that He, 


whom your paſt Sins haye forced for a 
long time to abſcond from your Hearts, 
ſhall, in his juſt Indignation puniſh your 
Obduracy as he did That of the Jeus in 


our Goſpel : They, like You, ook up Stones 
' Yo:throw at bim; But Tesvs hid himſelf 
and went out of the Temple: So will he 


depart from the Temple of your Hearts, 
leave you to die in Sin, leave you to be 
eternally loſt, _ 

80 * Chriſtians, You? think. to put 


5 Go off with an Afterwards ? Ah! hear 


St. Auguſtin and bluſh at ſuch ſelf-deceiv- 


ing Arrogance. * / Afterwards, If ſome 


« one Time or other; why not now?” 
Ves, Beloved Brethren, if you deſign one 
Time or other to tread in a ſafer Path, 


why. not ſeize. the . preſent Time, which 


is the only Time you can call your own? 
Why transfer ſo good ſo uſeful ſo neceſſary 


a Work to a Time of Life, Which you 
know not that You ſhall ever arrive to? 
| Whence do you. conclude, that You, ſhall 


ever 
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ever attain to that Month, that Year, that 


Stage of Life to which you deſign to put- off 
your Converſion? Do you know for certain 
the determin'd Age at which Mankind are 


| ſentenced to Hell Fire? O all-receiving 


Jaws of Hell! Are there None but Old-Men, 
Dotards, Impenitents of Fourſcore, yet burn- 
ing in the unconſuming Fire? Ah! Ves 


there are: Too, too _ are there in that 


horrid Abyſs, Men of thirty, twenty, 
fifteen - Years of Ape, now and forever 


weeping and gnaſhing their Teeth, ' What 


then are you waiting for, O dilatory Mor- 
tals, to ſecure you from thoſe never-ceaſ- 
ing Flames? Already is the Eighteenth 


Century almoſt half elapſed fince- Chriſt 


firſt preach'd Perfection to Chriſtians : And 


is not the Day yet come for You, O Catho» 
lics, ſo much as to ſet about endeayouring 


at it. So long is it ſince Chriſt firſt gave 


himſelf to You and is not the joyful bleſſed 
Day yet come, on which you' can reſolve 


to give yourſelves up to him in a ſincere 


- Converſion? Ol if you mean to do it one- 


Day, why not on this Day? Why, ah why? 
« If ſome Time or other; why not now??? 
Thus warmly does the Holy Father reaſon; 
But with all due Submiſſion to the Saint, 
there is an Argument yet ſtronger. Give 
me then Leave to reverſe the Phraſe' and 
you will feel it, if you have any Feeling, 
wound more deeply ſtill, I ſay then: If 
FITS nat 
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not now, why one Time or other ? You ate now 
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ſo preſumptuous as wilfully to reſiſt Gos: 


And why then ſhall not He, one Time or 


other, pay you in Coin with a determin'd. 


| Reſiſtance? Gop invites you to repent inceſ- 
ſantly: You will not at preſent: And pray, 
why afterwards? *© If not now why one 
$4 Time or other? Ah! how many Vears 
has not the adorable crucified Sos held - 


out his Arms to invite you to the Love of 
him on his Croſs? And ſhall Vou, rather 
than diſguſt your inſatiable Paſſions, ſtill 


perſiſt in rejecting his Endearments and 
' returning him ungrateful Repulſes? And 
| ſhall Feſus have ſtill Cauſe to complain, by 


the Mouth of his Prophet: I haue ſpread. 


wide my Hands all day to an incredulous 
' People, which goeth, in a, way not good, 
after their own Cogitations : A People, ue 
continually provoke me to Anger before my 


tures | What ſhall become of you, if you 

continue to deal thus. with Gop; who has 
ſworn to return Contempt with Contempt, 
Repulſe for Repulſe ? O tremble then and 


avoid the terrible Sentence: There ſhall be 
4 Smoke, in my Fury, a Fire burning all 
the Day. Behold it is written before me: 


Twill not. hold Silence, but I will render 


8 L 


Face? * Alas, unhappily unthinking Crea-* A 


and repay into their. Boſom. T Have a + Bid. 


Care — of trifling with him any longer. 
If to-day you reject his Grace; Who knows, 
Vor. II. when 


* 


When he Will ever accept your Converſion ? 
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if not now; why one Time or other? 
O Souls more precious to me than the 
Apple of my Eye! Weigh well your Cir- 
cumftances, the Circumſtance of Gop. Gon 
will loſe no one Ray of Glory of all 
his heavenly Attributes, tho you ſhould. 
abſolutely periſn. You, if Lou are not 
wholly ſaved, will be utterly undone: And 
all the Mikey of your Ruin will be yours 
forever. And if you ſeize not this imme - 
diate Inſtant to begin the important Work 
your Salvation; tell me, when will the 
Inſtant come in which: you: can , be. ſure 
that You ſhall undertake it: You, who are 
not aflured that This is not to be your/laſt } 
To- day your Feſus kindly calls you to be 
his own: To- day he invites you to yield to 
his gracious Endearments: To-day, he en- 
treats you once more (perhaps once more for 
DR. all) to repair your former Delays by throw= 
9 ing aſide your wat Obduracy, and melting 
into Gratitude for his long Sufferance. Jo- 

ay then, , yon ſhall-hear. bis Voice, harden 
not your Hearts. * And you know, from 
your Saviour in this Day's Goſpel, that, if 
hear him not, you are not his. For 
He, who 15 of. Gap, heareth the Words. 
of Gop. To-day then, O loitering Chri- 
itians, to-day before to-morrow; I ay, 
let it be 3 you begin ſeriouſly: to yield 
E up to Ilan. If you do not 
A V do 
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do it to-day, ahl when ſhall you do it? 


* Tf not now; why at ſome Time or other? 
What ſay You'? Lou will, within a few 
Years ; when your Paſſions are a little leſs 
contumacious; your Spirits a little more 
turn'd; when Your: Proneneſs to Vice is 
ſomething leſs: vehement, the Ardor of 
your Blood a little more abated, and 
Thoughts and Affections ate totally ſettled ? 
But Gop, s not This: To-day; 
Today, if — hear bis Voire, harden 
not your Hearts: ' 00 ſay: It ſhall be ä 
few Months hence; when that inordinate 
Affection ſhall be glutted; when this Affair 
of Intereſt is finiſſ d. No, ſays Gon, Tb. 
day, or never. Tod, 57 vo hear | bis 
Voice, harden not your Hearts. But You 
chuſe the Holy-Week to doit in. Then, 
* 04 t bink, the ys, ſadden'd with the · 
MA Sufferings of Chriſt, render d pompouſliy 

, melancholy with the penitential Piety of 
ce the Church, will better charm: 


„ Souls to Compunction and Penance. | 


But I ſay, Chriſtians: If you put it off till 
then; it is more than likely, that your De- 
ſigus of Repentance will then be ſtill famter; 
your actual. Deſires of it extinguiſſd and 
\your preſent Diſpoſitions for Com nction 
vanidh'd. _—_ Smoke. . therefore _ 

„yield to him on very Day.. 
ap] if v all bear his Voice, harden nut 
= Hearts, What! To-day you are un- 

„ 2 a „ 


he cries 2 


of: Vice, aut of nn, when it is to late, 
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willing to do it on any Terms? In 'the 
Name then of that Divine Lord, whoſe 
Grace you now reject, I muſt tell you, 
that another Time, When (may- be) you 
would be willing, you will not be able. 


And, to return to our Argument, If not 


now; pray, why at one Time or other? 
In a word, what room have you to think, 
that you. ſhall do it at an y other Time 


more certainly than now? 


Anſwer. me not, Dear Beethren, as the 
Fews did our Saviour: Do not ae ſay well, 
that Thou ar't\a Samaritan and has't 4 
Devil? Think not, that it is from any 
malignant Motive I ſpeak to you thus 
harſhly. That Gop, who judges between 


you and me knows that 1 ſpeak not thus, 
for the bare ſake of troubling your Peace 
with ſtern prophetic Menaces. But how 


can I love your Souls, or ſave my own; 
without ſuggeſting to Vou, that, if you 
yield not to the Voice of Gop this Day? 7 
if you put off ſtill longer Gop's courteous 
Invitations to Repentance and a Life more 
innocent and edifying; it may be, that, 
more and more infatuated with the Flat- 
tery of your deceitful Senſes, with the 
Fraud of earthly Joys and Intereſts, with 
the Violence of evil Inclinations rr. Habits 
and Examples, you will deeply plunge, ere 
you are aware, into ſome a Lab 


You 
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You will wiſh in vain to extricate gr 
ſelves? 


And let their juſt Chaſtiſement be to Vou a 
Leſſon of more Wiſdom. Jo- day (this very 
Day) if you hear the Voice of the Lied, harden, 
not your Hearts, as in the Provocation 
according to the Day ＋ Temptati on in 2 
Milderneſt, where your Fathers, ory Ga 
Lord) tempted me, tried me, and ſaw my: 
Works, Phe Fews, while in, the Deſert, 
deſign'd, as much asyou do, to give them- 
| {elves up to Gop: But when? O! When, 
they ſhould be in Poſſeſſion of the Land 
of | Promiſe. But mean Time were they 


continually tempting the Divine Juſtice to 


Vengeance with freſh. Sins, continually, 
was the Divine Mercy with freſh De- 


aut" Repentance, till at laſt they-ſaw. | 


in Effect and ſaw to their Sorrow, the 
| Works of bis Rigour as well as they had 
ſeen Thoſe of his Lenity. And They who 
ungratefully, uncivilly, preſumptuouſly, 
trifled with Gop, tting-off their Return 
to him till they the 

of Promiſe and in a State of Reſt and 


Tranquillity, were juſtly diſappointed ; were 


.excluded forever from the promiſed Inhe- 
ritance by untimely Death; and died in 
a State of Exile, a State of Sin, a State of 
Obſtinacy, a State of Wrath. Have a care 
en Beloved, that ** act not like Them: 


Ten 


Be mindful of the Folly of your Mace 


ould be in the Land 


* 
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Temple, inſtead of melting into Compu 
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Tempt not the Lord your Gop any longer 


with Delays, with Puts-off, with Slowneſs 


of Belief ind Hardnaſb of Heart, Foriſhould | 
you,” Deaf to his Words and Blind to his 


Will, tempt his Juſtice with Future Tar- 


dineſs; try his Mercy with freſh Ingrati- 
tude; you will ſee and fatally ſee the Works 


„ 0 his Equity as well as you have experi- 
enced Thoſe of his Clemency. You will 


find to your Sorrow, when paſt a Remedy 
dae ee b wen Jail a 
as tenderly merciful; that he can be angry 


as well as Patient; that he can reſent and 


nich as well as relent and forgive; and 
that, tho He be flow to Anger, yet, when 
exaſperated, he is terrible in Wrath. Re- 
member that He, who puniſh'd the Fows in 
the Deſert, can puniſh you with equal Diſ- 
appointment; if you copy their Preſumption. 
Remember that, if, like the Fews in _ 


25 


tion at the life-giving Word of S 
take-up the Stones of Delay and N 


to throw at him, as they. dd,; he can [Side . 


himſelf” from you; as he did from“ them. 


From them Jnsos hid himſelf” amd went 


out of tbe Temple. Tremble then, Ol Chri- 
ſtians, ttemble for your Safety. Sinners 
or Innocents, tremble ſtill. © For Ruin, 
irrevocable Ruin hovers over your Heads. 

What means that mournful Veil, which, 


g of day) covering” * Cracifix, hides | 


from 


tremble, if it does not You. It means, O 


= 
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ſtom your longing Eyes the lovely Sem- 
blance of your  martyr'd IJxsus. Ah! It 

is too big with Meaning not to make me 


' Innocents, that, if you delay any longer to 
improve the Grace of Gop within you, if | 
you do not from this Day, this Inſtant, 
reſolve effectually to give yourſelves up to 
his endearing Invitations to Perfection; ſoon 
ſhall You be no longer Innocents: Soon 
(hall He hide from you not only his Image 
but his Grace. It means, O Sinners, to 
remind you that, if you catch not on this 
Day, this preſent Minute, the fleeing Grace 
he offers to you by my Mouth, if you are 
not of Gop and therefore bear not his Word 
which I now utter to you, but take-up the 
Stones of Obduracy and delay 2% throw at 
 bim and his Mercy; He who has already, 
voked to it by your paſt Sins, ſhall, in juſt 9 
Puniſhment of your future Hardneſs ß R 
Heart, utterly abandon you with his Mercy. - 

and go out of the Temple of your Hearts: 

Never (ah never !) more to return. O dread- 

ful Hazard to run! O dreadful Conſequence 

of running fuch a Hazard! Which of you 
All then can be ſo wretchedly ungrateful, 
0 groſly uncivil, ſo ſtupidly abſent to 
Vvourſelves and Gop, as, in ſpite of him, 
to truſt ſo dread a Conſequence to Chance? 

After all, Gop has not been ſo ſparing 1 
94 * b . g 


= 
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_ conſent to damn | ourſelves, by truſting 
to the uncertain Future rather than ſeize 
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his Bounties to us, that We ungratefully 
ſhould chuſe his Hatred rather than return 
him Love for Love. No: He has loved 
and ſtill does love us to an infinit Exceſs 


of Love and fruitful Love. After All, Goo 


has not uſed us ſo rudely, or with fo 


| little Tenderneſs and Complacency, that 


We, who pique ourſelves on ſuch Good- 


breeding towards One-another, ſhould give 


the Flower of our Love and Life to Vanities ' 
and rudely offer Him the Dregs of our Af, 
fections and the offenſive Refuſe of all 
other Beings. No: He gave- up to us in 
the moſt gracious manner all he had to 
give us: Lived for us, ſuffer d for us, died 
for us. After All, Gop has not made our 


Salvation ſo precarious as that we cannot 


make it ſure by faithfully co-operating 


with his Grace. Shall we then wilfully 


the preſent Miuute to be wholly and for- 
ever bis No: My all-gracious Gop ! For- 
bid that Any here be ſo ungrateful, fo 
uncivil to Thee, ſo injurious to Them- - 


| ſelves as to risk the Loſs of Thee forever 
by loſing this precious, this preſent, and 


(tor Aught we can gainſay) this final, cri- 


| tical, deciſive Minute. Melt then, my 


Gop, for Thou alone can'ſt do it, melt the 
Hearts Thou has't already warm'd ; and 
make us from this Inſtant. wholly. irrevo= 


5 unmened My In che Name, de. 
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tably Thine, We beſeech - thee in oy 
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II is no leſs ſurpriſing than temarkeble, 
Beloved, Auditors, what very oppoſit Ef- 


fects one and the ſame Cauſe ſhall often» 
times give Birth to. The ſame Sun-beams, 


| which diſſolve a Rock of Ice into a liquid 
Stream and the firmeſt Wax into a Fluid, 


| ſhall harden the moſt yielding Marſh into a 
ſolid Path and the moiſteſt Clay into Steel. 


Murder, of all Vices, has the neareſt Re- 


ſunblance to the Fire of Hell, which at 


once, ſcorching the Bodies of the wretched 
Damned with inſupportable Exceſs of Heat, 
congeals their very Souls with cold impene- 
trable L Deſpair and which, while with red- 
hot Vengeance it makes their over 
Juices flowdown their Checks in ſcalding 


Tears, chills their whole miſerable Frame 


even to a gnaſhing of Teeth. If the Butchery 


of ſhedding human Blood, afſiſted by the Ex- 


tremes of Diſtreſs It occaſions, is 

of mollifying to Pity the very Heart of the 
Aſſaſſin which wh tb was 'conpeal'd into 
relentleſs Barbarity ; It has alſo th Talent 


the-ſofteſt, moſt tender and yielding Com- 


Luhe and —_— a, of 
4; Vol. II. $5 This 


of hardening; in the Breaſt of the Injured, 
paſſion into the moſt inflexible 'obdurate 
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5 Sword, and, among 


Compaſſion to leave her any Power or even 
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this Truth we are obliged to the Hiſtor 
of Cyrus the Great: Great indeed, if, wich, | 
the World, we deem Thoſe ſuch who 
have been greatly fortunate becauſe greatly 
vicious, | 
When this ambitious Monarch, grown 
inſolent from a long Series of Proſperity 
and defirous of improving it to the En- 
largement of the Boundaries of his already 
exorbitant Power, had turn'd his Arms 
againſt the Scythians, he marched againſt 
Tomyris their Queen with a numerous 


Army; but found her prepared with at 


leaſt an equal Force, to diſpute Victory 
with him. Unwilling therefore to truſt his 
Fortune to the Hazard of a pitch'd Battle, 


he has Recoutſe to Artifice; feigns a haſty 


Retreat; and, by this Means, drawing the 
Scythians into a Snare, er them All to the 

e Reſt, the Queen's 
only Son whom ſhe had ſent to head them. 
Fluſh'd with this Succeſs he meditates 
Nothing leſs than to render himſelf Maſter 
of Tomyriss Empire and; puniſh her with 
the Loſs of her Life, for daring to defend 


- her Right and That of her People: Not 
_ doubting, but the Death of a Dear a Darling 
only Son, the Stay and Hope of | Herſelf 


and Subjects, and the choiceſt Gem of her 


Life and Crown, muſt needs. have ſoften'd 


her parental tender Soul into too weakly a 


Thought 
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Thought of making freſh Reſiſtance. But 


Cyrus, was miſtaken ; The Heart of the 
injured Princeſs, inſtead of melting int 
Womaniſh Tears and Sighs for the Loſs of 
an irrevocable Son, fiercely congeal'd into Re- 
venge. Whence, grown inflexibly obdurate 


in Cruelty, She raiſed a freſh Army more 


. 22 than the Former by as much as 
t was more exaſperated; and, to repay his 
Fraud with Fraud, drew him into a Snare 
in his Turn: In hich he loſt two hundred 
Thouſand of his Perſian Troops, and after 
all, his Empire, his Glory, and his Life, 
| But not content with making her. conquer'd 
Enemy refund the Life of her ſlaughter' d 
Son, at the Price of his own, She 20 
his Head to be cut-off and thrown into. a 
Veſſel of Blood, with theſe tauntin ng Wards 

Drink Tyrant, drink thy Fill « 
„% quor thou has't ſo — 05 thirſted after 


„ till now. Since Thou has 't neyer yet 
te been ſatiated with Blood; een glut ON £ 


5 .ſelf now to a Surfeit of Blood. 4% 
The Action was Bloody in Tomy ns. un, 


| doubtedly Bat the Fac 66h was af. And 


vrhat Exceſſes will not exaſperated Com- 
paſſion run- into, when puſh'd too far by 


repeated Injuries from unprovoked and un- 
relenting Cruelty! O perverſe Chriſtians} _. 
aſſage, how do 


Whenever I think on this P 


rer 


I not. tremble, leſt a like Judgment ſhould 
2 oyer-take * of v0 you 227 5 


the Liz 
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Ho as did Tomyr1s's Son againſt the Pen 
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fiſt much longer in your Obduracy of Heart 
againſt Gop! How long have not Some of 


You waged an injurious War againſt, not 


merely a Fellow Creature, but the Gop of 
Hoſts? Already have your Crimes murder'd 
his dear his only begotten Son. And yet ſo 
far are you from any preſent Diſpoſitions 
to relent, that you are daily machinating | 
freſh Offences againſt your- Maker, as if 
you mean'd to level at his very Throne and 
Godhead. Ah! What has the heavenly - 
Monarch done to provoke you to treat him 
with ſuch baſe unjuſt indignant Outrage? 


Was it an Injury done you to give you Life, 
Health, Beauty, Senſe and every Means of 


Happineſs ; that You muſt pay him with 
ſuch Inſults? Or, if you are obliged to him; 
if you are infinitly in his Debt for Life and 
every Bleſſing you poſſeſs. in it; why do 
You wage ſo obſtinate a War againſt him? 
Why have you put his lovely 80n your 
loving JIrsus to a cruel ignominious Death 
by your Iniquities? Or why ſhall his pre- 
cious Blood not yet ſuffice to appeaſe your 
vicious Rage? He came not to fight againſt 


lonarch. No: He came to fight along 
with you and for You. He died not reſiſt- 
ing you; but chearfülly gave himſelf up 
to your Barbarity, to ſtem with his preei- 
ous Blood your Fury of reſiſting him. 


Wo den (ih hy is not his Blood: fuf- 


ficient | 


u. 


gclent to diſſolve your Hatred 10 AY 


your Cruelty into Compaſſion on the gene- 


rous Victim of your former — 


Enmity? Is it not enough, that You have 
ne God's eternal Son; unleſs you 
(if poſſible) to unthrone the Father 


allo? Do You not think yourſelves ſecure 


from their Reſentment after crucifying 
one Divine Perſon of the Trinity; unleſs 
you crucify the other Two? Ah! Know, 
that not One of them regrets the Death of 
Jzsvs  'but your ill Uſe of it. All Three 
conſented chearfully to give him up to 
the painful ſhameful Death your Sins pre- 
pared for him; and gave him up, in Fact, 


to ſtop your cauſeleſs Perſecution of him. 


They are not then diſpoſed to reſent the 
Prodigality with which you have hitherto 


ſhed that precious Liquor; if It but melts 


— 
— — 


your Hearts at laſt into compunctive Ten- 
derneſs for him. Ah! Yield then, ſtubborn 


Sinners; yield, ere it be too late, to the 
Voice of Jxsu's Blood. 


On next Good- Friday, in @ RechalrbFahs 
Paſſion of this injured Lord, will be expoſed to 
public View the fanglant' Wounds and Cuts 


and Sores and Gaſhes; the Stripes and Bruiſes, 


Dirt and Spittle and Indignities, with which 


the lovely Form of tender inoffenſive/]Jxsvs 


was disfigured by the ſtill reaking Guilt of 
your unruly: Lives. Then will you heat 
n * bleeding Pore of his, the ſecret 

Voice 
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Voice of Mercy crying to you, not in tho 


exaſperated Tone of a Tomyris but in the 
ſoothing ſoftening Accents of unwearied 
Bounty: O Sinners! Stubborn Sinners! 
Will Nothing but my Blood content 
* You? Behold! J have ſhed it in Pro- 
* fuſion for you. And was there not 


< already Blood enough of mine disburſed 


to ranſom innumerable Worlds; I would 
*© with Pleaſure be crucified again for every 
„One. Nay, gladly would I open every 


Pore again to bleed for Every-One of 


4% Vou; had I not bled enough for All. 
„ Ah! Let not this Blood then flow for 
vou, in vain. Say only to my eternal 
Father, after the Fews, but in a __ 
« Senſe than They, Be his Blaod upon 1 

© and = oun Children, on our Aion 
* to melt us into  contrite Love for him; 
* and It ſhall low upon your Hearts 'in 
% full Stream not of Reſentment and 
Hatred but of Forgiveneſs and infinit 
Affection. Come then relent at the 
Sight of ſo much Blood laviſh'd by You. 
< But laviſh'd ? No: I ſhall not think it 


* | laviſh'd if you forbear henceforth to 


* trample it under Foot. Sprinkle your- 
* ſelves but with this Hyſſop, this puri- 
*© fying Liquor; and you ſhall 'be cleanſed 
from all the Filth of the paſt Crimes 
«« with which you have martyr'd met 
' 4. Waſh you with this all- rectifying Lotion, 


oy and, 


eds i 
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*© and, from all-red as you are with 
« Butcheries of my innocent Fleſh, 5 

% ſhall. become whiter | than Snou. Nay 
* drink it inwardly. and bathe your very 
* Souls with it. Drink, Sinners, . Drink 
« your Fill of this Liquor, which you jo. 
t© greedily thirſted after while in Sin. Tho- 
% once your Paſſions could not haue their 


© Glut of my Blood; at leaſt now let my 


&« Blood ſatiate your Affections to a per- 


tc fect Plenitude of Grace and Bliſs and 


© Glory,” Who knows but theſe endear- 
ing Sentiments of loving all- forgiving Cle- 
mency, which every gaping Wound of his 
is big with, may overcome your yet un- 


conquer'd. . Obſtinacy ? who knows bur, . 


liſtening with an Ear of Grace, to this 
pathetic Language of your Gop, you may 
in earneſt, once for all, reſolve to give 
| to him in a ſincere immediate 


epentance? In Hopes of This it is that 


I preſume to crave, that next Good. 


Friday you would devote a Portion of 


your Time to a cloſe pious ſerious Con- 
templation of the Sufferings of your Lord; 
that his cruental Paſſion may not be re- 
'new'd in vain for You. But then be- 


ware you put not off your Purpoſe of Re- 


pentance till that Day. None of Vou 
All are certain 2 Wer live to ſee it. 
And tho. yon ould; if you go-on till 


then 
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then exaſperating your already more than 
ſufficiently exaſperated Saviour; his Pa- 
- tience may by that Time be urged to 
Fury, his Clemency to Rigour, and his 
Forgiveneſs to chaſtiſing Vengeance. Re- 
member that from the Blood of Ixsus 
flow two different Streams; a Flood of 
boundleſs Bliſs to Innocents and contrite 
Penitents; but to relentleſs Reprobates a 
Flood of unextinguiſhable Fire. Have a 
Care then, leſt, by perſiſting in a State 
of Sin one Day, one inſtant longer, you 
force inſulted l to reverſe your Sen- 
tence. O what a dreadful Caſe will not 
vors be; if, to-morrow,” next Hour, a 
few Minutes hence, your yer” Campaſs 
ſionate Redeemer, —— / yaur 
ſumptuon delaying uld leave 
you in mf Wrath; plunge you ou dead to 
Grace in the Flood of Fire, kindled 
his precious Blood abuſed, and with ter 
Indignation ſay to Any- One of ou: 
© Drink, blood-thitfty Wretch, even drink 
« thy Fill of the Liquor Thou has't thirſted 
e after hitherto. Since Thou wWouldſt not 
be fatiated with my precious Blood, 
to 4 Satiety of Bliſs; go glut thyfelf 


„ even to a Surfeit of the interminable 


« Flood of Fire which thy perverſe Abuſt 
* of that Blood has drawn from it! O0 
what a dreadful Sentence to incur! And 

what 


m hasse of the Passi he 

what ground can you have to that this 
will not be your Nis hep 7 A og will 
on hate to appeal from the  Altnighty's 
igour in the fucceeding Minute; if in 
the preſent, when he offers you his faving 
Mercy, you refuſe it. Go then, Chtiſtians, 
and, ere Good- Friday comes; repent to-dayx 
and be in Readineſs for it. This Day, 
this Inſtant, begin and give yourſelves to 
Gop. This Inſtant is your ow] n. One 
Moment of Good Friday may not be ſo. 
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9. MATTHEW xi. 1, 7, 8, 9. 


When Jesus and his Diſciples drew nigh 
to Jeruſalem; They brought an Aſs 
with it's Colt; and laid their Garments 
upon them, and made him fit thereon. And 
a very great Multitude ſpread their 

Garments in the Way; and Others did 
cut Boughs' from the Trees and freud 
them in tile Way: And the Crouds 
which went before and which follow'd 
cried-out ſaying: HosANNA- TO THE 
SON OF Dav 1D. 


I HAT Mortal, who was Witneſs 
FRA to this triumphant Entry of Feſus 


into Jeruſalem, could have ima- - 
CSS oin'd, Beloved Chriſtians, but 
that his Perſecutions were now at an End; | 


that 


1 : 
: 
. 


that he had gain'd a final Victory over the 
Obduracy of the Fews; and that he would 
thenceforth forever reign as glorious in 
their Love, Obedience, and cordial Reſpe&t 
as He now did in their Acclamations, At- 
tendance and external Homage; that, in a 
word, He would be received into their 
Hearts with the ſame Joy as they honour'd 
him with in their Streets? Which of You, 
Beloved, had you been preſent- at this 
mirthful Scene, would have expected to 
ſee. it in leſs than fix Days changed into 
that mournful One which began with his 
Paſſion? At hearing a joyous innumerable 
Populace, made-up of Men of every State, 
_ crying-out, with loud and chearful Huzzas, 
with one united Harmony of Voice, and 
with tranſporting Gladneſs on each Face 
and Feature, Hoſanna to the Son of David; 
how would you not have ſcorn'd the Pro- 
phet who might have told You: ©© Mingle 
not your Joy with this rude fickle Rabble: 
{© Tis Mockery All. However ſerious They 
t ſeem and be at preſent, ere the Sun runs - 
fix times It's Round, Theſe Ruffians, who 
© now ſalute Your Jnsus for their King, 
e ſhall impudently diſown him; changing 
their Note from Hoſanna to "the Son of 
David, to Me have no other King than 
% Ceſar. They, who now confeſs him the 
“ Bleſſed who! came in the Name of the 
* 1 ſhall accuſe him of being an Im- 
K k 2 poſtor: 
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poſtor : They, who now ſtrip-off their 
£ Garments to make them Carpets for him 
“to paſs over in triumph, ſhall ſtrip him of 


* his Garments to make their Cruelty | 


' < triumph over him: They, who now 


Le my Palms before him, ſhall ſoon pre- 
vl an Ignominious Croſs for him to 
#6 e before themſelves: They, who now 
“ furniſh him with Laurel, ſhall furniſh 
* him with a Crown of Thorns: Now 
<© they cry-out Long LIVE; Hoſanna to 
F the Son of David : But ſhortly they will 
* cry-ont : Crucify him: Let him e 3% 
Ah Chriſtians ! How little would yau | 
have credited ſuch a Prophecy; Ke wa 


much would you have deſpiſed the Pro- 


—4 And ot, Beloved, 2 Days would 
ve convinced you that what feem'd fo 
improbable, ſo almoſt impoſſible, was No- 


thing leſs than fatal Truth. Ves; too truly 


was this Fact foretold not to take Place. 
Too plainly was that perverſe People warn d 
of It, not to be felf-condemn'd in per- 


petrating it. The ſame Prophets, who 


denounced to Them this triumphant Entry 
of .Jzsys to their City, Say e to the 
Daughter of Sion: Bebold thy King cometh 


to. Thee meek» and fitting upon an Aſs, aud a 


Colt the Pole of ber who 18. Uſed to the Dole * 
The very ſame caution' d them enough of 


*. their Inconſtancy, to put them on their 
On againſt it. The Same fore-boded 


their 


On part 801 ee 


their indignantly poſtponing him to Thieves. 
and Murderers: With the 3 Wicked, He was 
| reputed. *. The Same fore-caution'd them, lui 
that, unleſs they reſiſted their perverſe In- 
clinations, they would put him at laſt to 
Death: I will tribe the Paſtor and the 
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Sbeeß * Flack ſhall be diſperſed. + They f ““ 


foretold it: But ah! bg Benefit 
did it _ to warn this unſteady People ? 
They foretold it; and ah! too truly did 
it not come to paſs? O ſhocking Perverſity! 
So then this Day, we are to celebrate the 
Triumph of our Jesus in Feruſalem. But 
how ſhall we celebrate it? With Joy or 
3 With Smiles or Tears? With 
Tranſports of Alacrity or with Convulſions 
of Diſtreſs? What ſhall I ſay Chriſtians? 
To-day it ſeemsJzsus CuR Is r is honour'd is 
homaged is received into Feruſalem, amidſt 
the loudeſt Acclamations of Joy, by a nu- 
merous Multitude of People: To- day they 
flock about him, to proclaim him their 
King, their Meſſias, their Deliverer ſent 
from Gon: To-day they run after him, 

run beſide him, run before him, to expreſs, 
in the Eagerneſs of their Motions, the 
Earneſtneſs of their Alacrity at his” Com- 
ing: To-day they ſtrew Leaves before him, 

ſtrew Flowers before him, ſtrew Carpets 
before him, and, to ſhew that they are 
ready to lay their All at bis Feet, ſtrip 
Anek af their very Garments to them 
nem 


1 
| 
1 
| 
| 
n 
| 
{ 
| 
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them before him: To-day, in a dwönd, 


They diveſt the Palm of it's Foliage to 
ornament his- Triumph, ſtrip the Laurel to 

adorn his Brows with a Diadem, and hurry 
him to the Temple to anoint him their 
Monarch. Shall I rejoice then? Ah how 
can I? All this, I know, is his Due. But 


then what Pleaſure can this juſt Tribute 


of Homage paid him give to me; when 
I conſider how ſhort a Time it will laſt ? 


I too could leap for Joy to ſee Juſtice done 


to my Saviour once in his Life; did I not 
know that it is done by a fickle, faithleſs, 
falſe inconſtant Generation, who, ere the 
Week be half elapſed, ſhall diſgrace him 


as much as they have honour'd him; ſhall 


revile him more than they have homaged 
him; and change their Acclamations of 
Joy into opprobious Invectives. Ah! When 
I confider in how few Days they ſhall treat 
him like an Uſurper, like a Hypocrite, 
like an Impoſtor ; throw Stones at him, 
Dirt at him, ſpit on him, buffet him, 
ſcourge him; ſtrip him of his Cloaths, 
ſtrip him of his Fleſh; cover him with 


the Coat of a Fool, with a Robe of Ridi- 
_ cule; change his Palm into a Reed, his 


Laurel into a Crown of Thorns; and, after 
indignantly haling him from Tribunal to 
Tribunal through theſe very Streets he 
now rides along in Triumph, inſtead of 
ene him as their true King of the 

. 


1 


F ; woot F 


Lineage of David with a Hoſanna: to the,” 
Son of David, poſtpone. him. to a Mur- 
derer and inſult him with a barbarous Cry 

of Cruciſy, Crucify. bim; inſtead of giving 

a Looſe to Joy, I loſe all Patience. But 
* what is all this to the Purpoſe, You'll 

* .fay ? That horrid Scene is paſt and Jesvs 

© now ſecure, from all thoſe Inſults, in 

** his eternal Glory. That Cruelty of | 

= . Tewwiſh Rage can no more be repeated; 

& and therefore now we may renew with 

* Joy the Celebration of our Saviour's 

e Triumph. For, after all, what have we to 

te do with the Fews and what They did?“ 
Ah! What indeed? Believe me, Dear- loved 
Auditors: Tis not about the Fews,. that I 

am any-ways concern d. I know, They 

were but Inſtruments to ſerve m. Saviour = 

Purpoſe of redeeming me an You. 1 

know, that He, who fled into the Moun-. 

. tains himſelf alone, when ſought-for to be 
made King by Such as were ſincere enough. 

to have maintain'd their Loyalty to him. 

inviolable: He would now alſo have fled, in- 

ſtead of entering Feruſalem triumphantly ; 

had he not foreſeen that This Triumph was 
to be the Introduction to his Paſſion, 'Tis | 

not then the Treachery of the Ferws which, f 
\damps in me the Joy of this Victorious, _- 

Day. No, no: It is the viler Ferfidy of 

Chriſtians. To ſee ſuch Crouds of the Faith- 

| * flock 1 from every Pate to Church, 
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ſolemn Triumph of my Ixsus: To ſee ſuch 


Multitudes devoutly thronging to the Sanc- 

tuary to praiſe and ſing his Praifes with 
pious, public, loud Hſunnas: To fee them 
piouſſy employ d, not in idly - throwing 
their Garments in his Way, but adorning 


the bleſt Jeruſalem of their contrite Hearts 


with the rich Habits of Grace and fervent 
Charity, to give him a fit Reception in the 


Holy Euchariſt: To ſee; 7 ſay, fo many a 


rield-up' their Breaſts to him a voluntary 
*onqueſt, and grace his victorious Entry 


with Cries of Love of Hope, and peniten- 
tial Grief: O the exſtatic Pleaſure]! O how 


would my Soul be this Day raviſd at the 


Reverſion of the annual Scene; could I 


but cheriſh any ſolid Hopes of It's Dura- 


tion! But When I reflect, how many of 


this fickle Croud of praying vowing peni- 


tent communicating Chriſtians ſhall, juſt as 


they did laſt Year and many Years before, 


renew in their Exceſſes, before gene 


comes, all the indignant Outrages which 


Ky 


Jesvs ſuffer'd in his. Paſſion; my Spirits 


fink, my Blood runs langnid and I have 


no Heart to. mingle in the Rejoicings of the 
Day. And will this be the Caſe, Dur 
ay?“ Ah! And will it not, I ſay? 

Hitherto Every revolving Year: has ſeerr 
you on Palm Sunday devoutly triumphing 


with your Saviour, and has it not alſo ſeen” | 


you | 
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| you, ere the Week was half elapſed, repent- 

ing of your Compunction, and (to do Pe- 

| nance for the pious Deed) joining his Ene- 
mies, with freſh login to load that 
Saviour with outrageous Injuries? Ah! 
What Wrong then do I do 200, in 
ſuſpecting that your preſent Paſchal Piety 
will - not laſt? O Inconſtancy! Shockin 


Inconſtancy of Chriſtians! Where ſhall 1 


find Words to give a true Idea of It's Hor- 
ror? O inconſtant Chriſtians! can you ap- 
plaud yourſelves for an ungrateful Levity, 
which you look down upon with ſo much 
Indignation and Contempt in the perfidious 
eus: Whoſe Want of Steadineſs was 
notwithſtanding) downright Conſtancy 
compared with yours? O! tremble rather, 
leſt, outſtripping them in Perfidy, you ſhould 
ſurpaſs them alſo in the Puniſhment. Re- 
flect, if you have never yet reflected, that 
IN cos Ax c IN Goop is One of the Evils 
We have moſt Cauſe to dread : 


I. Becauſe It is mingled in our very 
Nature with our general Corruption, 
and therefore requires our utmoſt 
Vigilance. to expel it , from our 
Souls; and | n 
II. Becauſe It is the Chief Cauſe of 
Damnation to Chriſtians, as It was of 
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O God, Thou Fountain of invariable 
a Mercy! Look down upon theſe frail 
theſe fickle Souls of ours, and fix them 
«© with confirming Grace in the Purſuit 


of Gcod. Ol let them not, like unre- 


* 


ſiſting Ruſhes, waver and bend this Way 
and That at the Diſcretion of every 
Wind which blows: But make them, 
* like ſolid Rocks, immoveable amidſt the 
** rougheſt Tempeſts of Temptation, And 
*«. fince Thou has't mercifully made our 
<< Hearts incapable of Reſt till they repoſe 
7 in Thee; ſo fill them with thy Grace 

and Virtues; and fo repleniſh them with - 
2 © ſteady F aith, firm Hope, and growing 

4 Charity and laſting Perſeverance, as that 
* they may henceforward know no other 


* 


2 Change than That of being fill'd with 


and aberb'd in thy unchanging 1 | 
* and Beatitude. 1091 F998 © 


= It was not quite wrong in 1 bet Phi⸗ ö 


loſophers, who made Mutability or Incon- 


ſtancy enter as a conſtituent Part in the De- 

finition of the material World. For whe- 
ther we fix our Eyes to the ſublunarx 
Creation, or lift them to the Spheres; what 
Steadineſs ſhall we find but in nconſtancy ? $8 
The Earth, the Air, the Waters, with all 

Things in them are ever uncettain in their 
as The Sun, the-Moon, the Stars, 
with All the Planetary Syſtem, | are ever 


78 varying 
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varying in their Places and their Courſe. 
And if for fix-thouſand Vears the learned 
World has ſought in vain the Subject of 
perpetual Motion; ſo might they go-on 
for other ſix-thouſand Years (was the 
World likely to laſt ſo long) in Search 1 
of Something perpetually the Same, and 
be at-laſt as much to ſeek as ever. Vet 
this may be accounted for: All Matter is 
in it's Nature periſhable; and therefore it 
is no Wonder, that, under the Controul 
of general Waſte, It ſhould: inceſſantißxß IM 
corrupt and never keep one Sameneſs even 
in two neighbouring Inſtants. But that a | 
Spiritual Being, by Nature incorruptible, 
unſubject to the Laws of Change and local 
Motion, ſhould be unſteady! That Man's 
immortal Soul created to fix itſelf unal- 
terably in it's unchangeable Creator, ſhould, 
ſpite of Nature, be inconſtant! O! This is 

aà Prodigy which equally deſerves our - 
Wonder and our Grief. And yet, O Chri- 
ſtians, ſo it is. 8o miſerably. are theſe noble 
Spirits, ſince Adam's Fall, plunged in the 
Mire of original Corruption, ſo ſtrongly 
ate they attach'd to, fo thickly. cruſted-over 
with, the Concupiſcences of the Fleſh; that 
They, who were form'd like Seraphins o 
reſt in Gon unchanged unchangeable, ae 
now like crawling Inſects clogg d wih 
Earth, and Slaves to all the inconſtant Mo- 
tions of their ever-changing Paſſiuns. Even 
bl E the 
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the Hearts of the Apoſtles were not Proof 
againſt Inconſtancy. Tho', like unſhaken 
Rocks, He pick'd them out to build on. 
their Solidity the never-changing Structure 
of his Holy Church; how were they not, 
like weightleſs F eathers, toſt by Every Puff 
of Trial? Judas, even Judas among the 
Reſt, was choſen by Him to illuminate the 
W orld, like an unextinguiſhable Planet. 
Was not the very Traitor Judas ſpoken 
< to as well as Any of the reſt of the 

. ** Apoſtles when JꝝEsus told him: 77 are 
St Maut 4c the Light of the World. * And did not the 

2 Devil put- out thatLight, ſays St. Ambroſe?” 
Yes, yes: He did, O Holy Father! Ves, yes: 
He did, O Chriſtians! The Devil perverted 
Judas, that fplendid Apoſtolic Light of 
Faith and Charity, that Advocate of Chriſt's 
Subſtitutes the Poor; and changed him to 
a ſmoaky Lightleſs Maſs of Treachery 
againſt Chriſt's Sacred Perſon. But then 

. what Devil was it, who wrought the horrid 
Change? Not Beelzebub had ſo much Part 
in it as He-himſelf: His own Inconſtancy 
was his worſt Devil. But this is no Won- 
der: He was the Son of Perdition; his 
Charity was Hypocriſy, his Hope was 
Avarice, his Faith Apoſtaſy. What better 

en could be expected · from that poiſonous 
+8.March Weed? Do Men gather Grapes off Thorns. + 
1 8 Not fo. St. John, the loved Diſciple. 
5 He, all * of 3 Love for Jes a 
cou 
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could never reſt without him; could taſte 


no Joy but with him, could not even reliſh 
the Bread of Angels, but reclined on IEsv's 
Breaſt, to ſuck- in, with the heavenly Food 
of Irsv- s Body, the exſtatic Wiſdom of his 
ſacred Truths. And yet (O unſteady Heart 
of Man!) no ſooner Danger threatens his 
Jesvs than Fohn betakes himſelf to Flight; 
and He, who ſeem'd before to quit almoſt 
his Fleſh to cling to his beloved Maſter, 


now leaves behind him in the Hands of 


the Fews his Linnen Robe to flee from 


his all-loving Maſter left to the Diſcretion 


of a furious Rabble. The Conſtancy of 
Fohn then, with all his Ardor and Sincerity 
of Love for Chriſt, was conquer'd by his 
Fears. But ah! Who would have thought, 
by the Courage of a St. Thomas, that any 
Fear could ſhake his Faith? White Jesvs 
is in Safety, we hear not many Words 
from him: Content to give his dear- loved 


Saviour Proofs. of his inviolable Attach- 
ment to his Sacred Perſon, in an unwearied 


zealous ſilent Watching of his bleſſed Will, 
he ſtifles all unneceſſary Expreſſions: of his 


Love for him; not doubting but that IEsus 


knew his faithful Heart. But Jesvs no 
| ſooner talks of Death than the Heroic 
Thomas intrepidly prepares to ſhare- with 
his honour'd Maſter as well in the Worſt 


as in the Beſt of his Fate; and generouſſy 
r to animate his Brethren to the 


ſame 
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® fame Noble Reſolution : Ler us alſo T0 and 
2 Jon Jie with him. O generous happy Heroe ! 
What then has't Thou henceforth to fear, 
for Whom even Death has loſt It's Terrors? 
What can ere ſhake thy Faith fo reſolutely 
guarded by a Love which thus has proved 
+ Cantic. itſelf as ſtrong as Death? + But What, 
ru. did I ſay? Alas! Inconſtancy Thou has't 
ſtill to fear: Still does their ſtick ſome 
earthly Mire to thy generous Soul. Still 
will That ſtruggle to weigh thy noble 

irit down and ſhake It's Firmneſs: Still 
Thou do'ſt not narrowly watch- over It's 
corrupt Propenſity; It ſnhall in earneſt con- 

ver that hitherto unconquerable Faith: 

Aud what the Fears of Death could not, 
Inconſtancy of Life ſhall do. It was even 
ſo: Thomas, who fear'd not to die with his 
Lord while paſſible, fear d to believe in 
his Lord when become impaſſible, till 
Jzsus urged him to it with Conviction: 

185 Jem Unleſs J fee, J will not believe. 4 O dire In- 
| conſtancy 5 What can'ſt Thou not ſubvert? 
But what ſhall” we ſay to a St. Peter, 

that main, that Fi ben Stone of Faith 
on which Chriſt built his Church? Who 

does not know, ho firmly he profeſs d his 
Lord to be the Son of Gop? In Recom- 

_ pence for which Chriſt /previouſly enroll'd 
him in the Liſt of Saints? Bleſſed! ar't 
Nou Simon Bar Jonah: Becauſe Fleſh and 

155 Marth. _— om reveal” d This to Tee. WT 
* at 
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What then, O Heaven-inſpired Confeſſor, 
what can ere ſhake thy Sanctity henceforth, 
who, thus converſant with thy Gop, has't 

|| broken-off all Parley with the Fleſh and 
has't been canoniz d by Chriſt himſelf, by 
the Sovereign Lord of Saints? But what 
(do. Tast again?) what Thou has't to Fear? 
Why ---- thy own Fleſh : Some Particles 
of that Fleſh ſtill cloſely cling to Thee: 
And whilſt Thou has't yet Fleſh about 
Thee, Thou has't ſtill to Fear. The Laws 
of the Fleſh are Fickleneſs and Change: 

Theſe Laws within thy Members will be 

for ever ſtruggling againſt the Laws of thy 
Mind, againſt thy Steadineſs of Soul: And. 

. therefore if Thou keepeſt not a narrow 

Watch over them to ſubdue them; they 

will be Conquerors ſoon or late and render ; 
thee Inconſtant. In fact, Beloved : Chri- 
ſtians, This zealous Apaſtle, who ſcorn'd; 
one time, to parley or deliberate with 
Fleſh and Blood in the Confeſſion of his 
Lord's Divinity, ſoon falls a Dupe to the 
Arguments of Fleſh, and tries to divert 
the Savipur of the World from being Such, 
by aiming to diſſuade him from his Croſs | 
and the Redemption of Mankind : Far be 
This from Thee, Lord: This ſhall not be 
to Tee.“ Inſomuch that our Redeemer - 314 
thought himſelf under a Neceſſity of as, 
8 reproving him as he bad before 
e b * treating thas Baſis. 25 
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his Church as a Corner Stone of Scandal, 
chaſed him from his Preſence with theſe 


indignant Words: Get thee behind me, 
Satan: Thou ar't a Scandal to ne. * O 


fatal Fickleneſs of Man's corrupted Nature! 


O Dangerous Inconſtancy! ** See then, 
&« ſays the ſurpriſed St. Auguſtin, Behold, i 
how the Souls of the Diſciples fluctuated 

with Inconſtancy; now firmly upright, 
* now ſupinely fallen; one while all Light, 
* another while all Darkneſs and Obſcurity,” 
And is not this Inconſtancy, Beloved 
Audience, by far more glaringly re- 
markable in us? One time all Fervor 
all Light all Spirit, how do we mount on 
Wings of Prayer, like Eagles to the very 
Heavens? Another-time how do we not, 
like Moles, all Languor all Blindneſs, all- 
over F leſh. ſink in the Earth almoſt to 
Hell itſelf? To-day, perhaps our Hearts 
are firmly cloſed to Vice, as Potes of the 
impenetrable Adamant. And yet, perhaps, 
to-morrow, if not ere the Morrow comes, 
no Wax yields readier to the melting Sun 
than We ſhall to every the ſlendereſt Temp- 


tation: While, in the mean time, the Grace 


and Chriſtian Virtues, we ' were before 
poſſeſt of, ſerve but as ignoble Foot-ſtools 
for Guilt Ind Paſſion to mount the Throne 


of Tyranny and riot in Diſorder, 


* But where, yt, ſay, is the Wonder, 


9 that We 2 Worldlings ſhould be thus 


= wavering 


* 
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ee wavering in Good, when even the exal ted 
* Souls of Chriſt's peculiar Fayorites were 
e not exempt from feeling the ſame Effects 
* of human Imbecillity ?” Ah! Wonder, 
I own, there is no Room for Chriſtians: 
Rather i is this a plain irrefragable Argument 
of what I firſt OT = Inconſtancy 
is mingled. with the Corruption of Pl 
Ho ture in us All, and therefore is it One 
of thaks Evils we ought the moſt to dread, , 
2 Fg which We ſtand in need of all our 
Vigilance to eſcape. For If the nobleſt 
firmeſt Souls, thoſe choſen Souls who were 
fingled-out 1 to. be Examples and Diſpenſers 
b every Good to Us, were yet, for want 
of a perpetual Vigilance and Fortitude, ſur- 
riſed into it, by the till lurking Seeds of 
leſhly Frailty remaining in them; alas 
what Gans of Confidence have We poor 
ul Creatures, cruſted.all-over with Fleſh 
and Fleſhly Inclinations. Rather have not 
We ws» Reaſon to ſtand awake forever 
on our . or, even ſleeping, to reſt upon 
_ our Arms; and once we have embraced the 
| Good, to.cling ſo cloſely to it, as that nor 
Earth. nor Aught of earthly may be able 
to unlink us from it? That All Mankind 
are F rail and wavering by Nature then is 
not diſputed : But then take this. along 
with you, that public common Frailty s 
but a lame Excuſe for private Fickle- 
neſs in Chriſtjans, endow'd with Grace to 
Vox. II. „ - keep 
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keep them ſteady. And tho', by the few 
Examples I have quoted, tis plain that the 


nobleſt holieſt Souls, icht inceffant 


Watching, are liable to be betray'd by their 
inteſtin Weakneſs into Inconſtancy in Good; 
yet are there 8 glorious Inſtances to 
ons as frail by Nature as 

delicate of Compoſition, as the Weakeſt of us 
All, who have given illuſtrious Proofs, how | 
unconquerably conſtant in Goodneſs unwea- 
ried Vigilance can make the Heart of Man, 
What if I ſhould ſhew you an Eleazur 

a Man ftriken in Age, reduced to the 
Dilemma of either loſing his Conſtancy 
or loſing his Life. Doubtleſs you will own 
that his Years, his Labours 'and Infirmities 
might not a little contribute' to weaken his 
Mind and therefore to thake his Reſolution 


in Sight of ſuch a Trial. Yes, (doubtleſs 


* Macca. 


it would have done ſo but that his Vigi- 


Tance was ever awake to ſupport him; Com- 


pell'd therefore under Pain of the ſevereft 
Tortures to eat of certain Meats forbidden 
by the Almighty's Laws, what does he re- 
ſolve? Why--- ſpite of all the Delicacy of 
his aged Frame, with more than youthful 
Vigour, He made the glorious Choice of 
Conſtancy, and went, ſays the ſacred Hiſto- 
rian, * went voluntarily to the Puniſhment, 
And confidering how he ought to come pati- 
ently ſuſtaining, be determin'd not to ” 
8 Things for the Love of Life, O 
: Tn glorious 
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Thought! Eleazar then with all his Deli- 


Vigilance for Victory and bravely gain'd 
it; ſaſtain'd indeed fore Pains of Body, but 
according to the Soul, ſuffer'd them willingly ; 
and in this manner bravely ' departed this 
Life, leaving, not only: to Young: Men, but 
even to the whole Nation the Memory of > his 
Death for an. Example of Virtue and Forti- 


; d gilance O noble Effect of ſer ;0u8 


cacy, with all his Weakneſſes of Fleſh and 
Frailty of an Age decay'd, was arm'd- by 
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tude. What if I ſhould ſhew you ſeven 21a. 


FJeuiſb Brethren ſucceſſively tormented even 


to Death, in fight of One-another; for the 


Cauſe of Conſtancy, in a like Conjuncture: 


Or ſhew you their Heroic Mother ſacrificing 


ſeven Lives in theirs, all dearer, all more 
precious, than her own, and finally conclud- 
ing amidſt the greateſt Tortures the generous 


Sacrifice with her'own Life; purely to cling 


inſeparably to Good? There is then no Age; 
no Sex, no Tenderneſs of Frailty, but Grace 


improved by Vigilance may overcome. But 
why ſhould I recur to Few/b Times for 


Inſtances of Fortitude and Vigilance, to In- 


culcate Chriſtian Conſtancy to Chriſtian 


Auditors? Why, Chriſtians? Ah! It is to 
pique your Warineſs. If Jeus yet unres 
deemꝭ'd by the Death of Ixsus, yet unfor- 
_ tified by his Blood, untaught by his Exam. 


ple, could by their Watchfulneſs attain to 


conquer Nature and maintain their Con- 


„ p 
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ſtancy in Good, unſhaken! amidſt ſuch 


T rials ; what Shame will it not be for You 
to plead your Frailty in . excuſe for 
fantaſtical Unſteadineſs on every fiche 
Attack? Have then the Birth and a Life x7 
Sufferings, and Death and Doctrins, and Ex- 
ample of your Saviour render'd your Frailty 
greater than It was before? Or is not human 
Nature render'd.now omnipotent in Him, 
who died to renew and ſtrengthen it with 
his Grace? How elſe did a St. Stephen, like 


aan impenetrable Rock, reſiſt immoveable 
amidſt a Shower of Stones in his Fidelity 


to Chriſt: The Stones indeed had "Foros 
gh to break his Limbs, but fill his 


| Con ancy remain'd invulnerable :unſhaken, 


How elſe did'ſt Thou, O glorious Martyr; 
Barlam, with more than human Intrepidity; 
pull-down the Pride of Tyranny, Do 1 
unmoved? This dauntleſs :20f 
_ CRRIST, dragg d to the Altar uf an 

dol, is there commanded to offer Incenſe. 
* 4 offer Incenſe, cries the generous Herud 
<< No, no: Thou ar't miſtaken, Tyrant. 
Jam a Chriſtian, and therefore rather 
6“ chuſe to facrifice my Fleſh to Ixsus than 
4 Incenſe to thy Idols. And to convince 
ct Thee that Jam quite in earneſt, ſee how 
4 much readier this Hand can burn for 


< Chriſt than hold a Thuribule to Satan. 


This ſaid, he bravely thraſts his ſacred Hand 
into a Fire prepared 177 A more 9 Pur- 


poke 
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poſe. There he perſiſts in holding 12 


turns it often round amidſt the Flames with: 


the ſame Eaſe of Countenance as One would 
do who was but ſtrewing Flowers. Already 
is the Skin burnt off by the Intenſity of 
Heat; ſtill he temains unmoved: The Fleſh 
broils down in firey Drops; and ſtill he 
with-draws it not; The Spam f. quite pene- 
trates to his very Marrow, through the 
ch'd Sinews, Nerves and Arteries; and 
nes; and ſtili he flinches not: But while 
the ſhrinking Standers-by, with Horror, turn 
their Eyes a way from the painful Spectacle, 
He ſerenely looks at the conſuming Victim; 
— wes Torture, and enjoys the Smart. 
But yèt that He may not altogether: ſeem a 
lifeleſs Statue, big Tears of Angulſh trickle- 
ing down his Cheeks betray the Accuteneſs 
of his Pains and leave his Torturers con- 
vinced, that it is not Inſenſibility of Body 
but Conſtancy af Soul which renders him 
thus immoveable. Ahl his Fleſh is but 
too ſenſible of the rude Anguiſh and would | 
readily draw- back, but that his Spirit -bids 
it not. Enough, endugh, hir grow | 
Senſe cries ur. There is not yet enough 
** endtired for Chriſt, :7ep/zes Bis vigor 
Spirit. No more, no more: For Pity's 
Sake no more, the Fainting * mn 
out. © Tis a Miſtake, cries > Galas 
% Much more is ble; much more i 
c tolerable, for Chriſt; 1 can all Things 
1190's 1 | e 
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. . © in him who comforts ne. * replies the 
* gererous Hero. Nor does he draw his 
precious Hand from amidſt the burning 
Coals till he ſees the very Bones quite 
ftript of every Particle of Fleſn. O Hand 
* of Conſtancy, ſays great St. Baſil, un- 
t taught by Fire to yield ! O feeble Fire 
ie thus taught by Fleſh to be overcome 
wo * What ſhall I call thee, noble Soldier? 
| | An invulnerable Statue? No: Thy For- 
<« titude ſurpaſſes the robuſteſt Adamant a 
Wil <« Statue can be form'd of, Shall I com- 
10 < pare Thee then to Steel? Ah! No: Tho 
ol | <« faint Similitude is far beneath thy Con- 
' « ſtancy, whom Fire could conſume-/but 
—_ <« not fubdue.” O ſacred Hero; let me 
ſubjoin'! 'Q facred Hero! Deſtin'd to ſign 
the Condemnation of inconſtant Souls! 
What Coals of Fire will | not thy Firm- 
neſs fling in the Face of thoſe unſteady 
Chriſtians, whoſe Virtue yields to every little 
Spark of Concupiſcence? What an im- 
mortal Inſtance of Reproach wil't not Thou 
prove to the fickle Chriſtians of this Age, who, 
bent by every trivial Trial, abandon Chriſt, 
forſake their Virtue, give-up Grace and 
offer Incenſe to every Idol of their Paſſions 
and Caprices:z and after all, expect to ſtand 
excuſed by pleading the, common: _—_ 
of Human Nature,” 
Go then, O Chriſtians ! Be ned in 
Nothing: but * And ſee at Laſt 
whether 


Fe 
OM ParmSunDdayY 4x WM 
whether the Frailty of the Fleſh by Nature 
rone to Change will be admitted as 4 
egitimate Excuſe for your Unſteadineſs ii 
Good. See whether even your own paſt 
Conſtancy in Evil will not rather riſe in 
Judgment againſt You, Man then can, 
in ſpite of all this Volubility of Nature, be 
firm in Evil? Ah! Ves, yes: He can. Tov 
evidently we have ſeen He can; of This we 
have had innumerable Proofs: Innume- 
rable Inſtances of Men who have endured 
the greateſt Hardſhips, encounter'd the 
moſt dread Dangers and borne the moſt 
cruel Tortures rather than ſhrink at Vices 
once embraced; And we may truly ſay, 
that, if Chriſt has had many Martyrs, the 
Devil has probably had Many more. O 
Horror }-Shall Man have Steadineſs enough 
to dare the rudeſt Trials inflexible in Vice, 
and yet plead Fickleneſs of Nature as an 
Excuſe for yielding-up his Virtue: to the 
feeble Force of every paltry Temptation? 
Upon this Subject we are obliged to Plu- 
tarch, for a very moral tho' melancholy 
Reflection, which I'll relate if you will 
pardon me the giving you, who are Chri- 
ſtians, a Leſſon out of an inſtructive Hea- 
then, © But pardon me, did I ſay? Why 
ſhould you not? It is not I who affront 
you: But Vou affront yourſelves, if you 
don't practice better than mere Heathens 
think. To return then; When Ar- 
. __ * SILAUS | RE 
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* s1L Aus, ſayt this Author, had beheld 
en. certain flagitious Cr iminal, "whom: he | 
„ had cauſed to be put to the Torture, 
te perſiſt in his Perverſity With ſuperlative 
** Conſtancy amidſt the accuteſt Anguiſh, 
te and bear every Torment with magnani- 
* mous Steadineſs; he could not forbear 
5c crying - out with painful Surpriſe: O what 


« % what is baſe aud withed! It grigyed 
*« the illuſtrious Chief to ſee ſuch Sgrength 
of Mind and Steadineſs of Natuse loſt 
* in Wickedneſs, which, if directed rightly, 
** might have proved of ſovereign Service 
*< tothe Common-Wealth. Ah Chriſtians! 
There is then a Strength, a Steadineſs in 
Nature, however weak we fain it? Yes 
Nature is not ſo feeble or ſo fickle, but 
We can ſteadily perſiſt in Evil: And there» 
fore would we but exert our Vigilance; We 
might apply that Strength and Firmneſs 
to the keeping us as immoveable in Good. 


What Wretches then, O Chriſtians, muſt- 


not we be if we compel not Nature, frail 
and wavering as it is, to be as vigorous and 


firm in Virtue as it is capable of being in 
Mee? | | | | 


I own indeed, that our corrupted Nature 
is much more prone to Evil than to Good. 
And therefore it muſt require abundantly 
more careful Watching to fix it ſteadily to 
Good than would be neceſſary to * it 
inn m 


Virtue on this perpetual Guard: And there- 


Ik Frailty could excuſe us; why ſhould that 
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firm to Evil. But if unwearied Watching 
will effect it; muſt not Inconſtancy in Good _ 


be an unpardonable Crime? I own, the 
Chriſtians are but Few, who keep- their 


| fore is it that the Frailty of their wavering 

Nature has ſhaken,” nay defeated the Con- 

ſtancy of fo Many of them hitherto, | But 

Some, You ſee, as frail, as weak, as — 

pom to-Sin, as the moſt feeble of you All, 
ave kept fo faithful a Look-out as to be 

Proof againſt Inconſtancy, amidſt the moſt 

ſtaggering Temptations : And ſo may All. 

| But what, if All had been Inconſtant? What 
tho the Apoſtles were unſteady; what tho” 

we could not furniſh one plain Inſtance 'of 

heroic Conſtancy in Good ; would That be - 

any Plea for You hereafter to relinquiſh the . 

- virtuous State You have now , embraced ? 

No, Chriſtians, no. Our common Frailty 

is no Excuſe for our private Sins. Believe 

me: Our Frailty, our Unſteadineſs is no 

Excuſe for our Neglect of cultivating witi 

aſſiduous Care thofe Graces which are 

offer d us to make us ſtrong and ſteady, 


Gor, who is ſo tender of us, bear ſuch 
avenging Hatred to every Fall of theſe poor 
miſerable Veſſels of frail Earth) He wanted 
not Fob to remind him, Remember, that, 

lite Clay, Thou did ſi make me. He knows * 544 x. 
full-well how frail our Veſſels are by Na- 
Kor. Ih, 1 ture: 
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ture: But then he knows likewiſe how 


ſtrong he has put it in our Power, by Grace, 


to make Them. And therefore when they 


_ broken, he knows that is not their 


ras A s Fault but our Perverſity 8. And 

fore too, when they are broken, he 
4 them; and gives them up to Satan 
to refit them for his hideous Uſe in the 
ejernal Flames. Away, /ays the Almighty, 
c away with theſe frail Veſſels, - which 


break at every Touch, tho made by 


Grace ſo ſtrong. Let them be ever ba- | 
* niſh'd from my Preſence, nor ever be 
{© admitted to the Altar of my Glory. Let 


% me no more behold theſe fickle Creatures, 


_ & who coſt me ſo much Blood to comfort 


with my Grace and render firm to me. 
To- day devout; to-morrow perhaps ſcan- 
e dalous: To-day all Chaſtity; to-morrow 
© all Uncleanneſs: This Week at Church; 
„the next perhaps in ſome unhallow'd | 


dec Stew: This Week fo fervent in; their 


«. Vows that their pious Boſoms are ſo many 
i Veſſels of fragrant Aromatics; the Next 
* ſo tepid, fo indifferent, ſo faithleſs to 
© their Purpoſes, - that their Hearts ſeem ſo 
many Sewers of exhaling Filth: This 
Eaſter- Time ſo careful of their Words, 


chat every Breath they utter aſcends to 


me like Incenſe; but after Eaſter ſo 
*-abandon'd to Lies, to Perjuries to Flat» 


8 (ey; to Calumny and Leudnefs, that their 


8 * Mouths 


ay, 


| 5 c 8 v Ana 


Fe * Mouths ſcent far more odious than a Peſt- 

ground 3 d. Away, away with 
= dach unſteady Veſſels from my Preſence: 
40 Away with them to the Infernal Flames, 
“ where they are fitter to be burnt, than 
e to. adorn. the Temple of my Glory. 0 
Veſſels of Reprobation! O inconſtant Souls! 
O that One of you was but bye to heat 
me, that I might try to ſave you ftom that 
unconſuming Furnace! How ſhould I not 
rejoice ? O wavering Souls! O Squls unfaith- 
ful to your Sovereign, to your gracious Spouſe, 


ant to your Gop | What can you propoſe to 


reap from theſe Virtuous Beginnings »withs ' 

out an End alike? What from this Semi- 
Goodneſs half unfiniſh'd? What from this 
Race begun ; unleſs you reach the Goal? 


is What, in a word, from all: the Grace and 


: Lichts you now poſſeſs i once you barter 
them for Inconſtancy? Ah What can yo 
reap. but Reprobation, eternal Reprobation? 

For He only, obe ſball. perſeuere ib tt 
End, will be ſauei: 80 ttue is that :iftipats 
tant: Remark! of St. Ferm: Tis not the 
Beginning of Chriſtians but their End 

which is — inta. St. Paul bogdh 
| #5,amiſe; but ended happily: Whereas 
eu DAS began laudabiy; but merited 


te bbemnätion by his End. O | Chrittians) 


8 Benſteady : in your Perſeverance to the End; 
preſent virtuous Beginnings will be 
utterly fruitleſs. And if you were made 


„„ N un 2 ſtrong 
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ſtrong enough to begin ; what room have 
you to doubt but, He who gave you that 


Strength, if you-are watchful to improve 


it, will make you ſteady to the End? “ Our : 
y Fleſh, is Frail, you ſill cry-out ; and our 
* Nature is mingled with Incon- 


40 — The pu cater "Evil then, I ſay, 
is Inconſtancy and ſo 


you have to fear from it, the more Cauſe 
have you to be forever on your Guard 


= agint it it, and the leſs will you be capible 


uſe or Pity, if you do not redouble 
your Vigilance to conquer it. 


II. But a is not e to th 


= dreaded as a lurking Enemy within us hold- 


ing Correſpondence - with our Corruption. 
It is alſo to be dreaded as an Incendi 

of Enmity between Gop and Us. It cauſed 
the Almighty to abandon his favorit People 
the Fews and to devote them to Ruin; and 


is capable, if we are conquer'd by it, of 


baniſhing us forever from his enlivening 


Preſence and plunging us into _— 
ble Perdition. Who, to hear the pious 


Acclamations of the Fews in the ſolemn 


Triumph of Jzsvs on this facred Day, would 
not be diſpoſed, with Holy Zeal, to envy 


their Fervor? Bleſſed is He who comes in 


the Fun of the Lord, they cry. What De- 


votion ! 


much the more to 
be dreaded for it's being an Inteſtin Traitor 
' lurking within us. Surely then the more 
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nch! What Attachment to the ſacred 


Perſon of Chriſt could inſpire a more affec- 
tionate Salutation. But! Wait a few Days; 
how horrid a Note ſhall not this change to? 
' Crucify, crucify him ; they cry. Heavens! 
What! crucify the Bleſſed, who comes in the 
Name of the Lord? O Blaſphemous Pro- 
ject! No Matter; Crucify him: Let him 
be crucified, is to be the popular Cry. O 
the horrid Fickleneſs of this ſtiff-neck'd 


KW. 


People! Shockt at ſuch ſtrange unparallel'd 


Inconſtancy, a Holy Father aftoniſh'd cries : 


„What then ſhall this perſecuted Perſon | 


© do to you? What new Thing ſhall hap- 
pen, that the Voice of Bleſſing and 
oy raises ſhould be ſo ſoon, ſo ſuddenly 
« reverſed to ſhrieks of Blaſ hemy and 
% Spleen?” Ah! What ! e, can be the 
Subject of your Quarrel with him, O ſenſe- 


leſs Waverers? To- day, all Fervor, Vou are 


eager to embalm his very Name to Immor- 


tality with your Encomiums. And for 5 


what Reaſon will you then, in a few Days, 


vomit from your Mouths the Poiſon of 


your Blaſphemies againſt him to deſtroy 
him? Why muſt You: even, like Bafilisks, 
level at him rank deadly Venom from your 
, . murderous Looks? But why did I ask? 
Were not theſe Murderers of Chriſt the 
lineal Race of thoſe ungovernable Jeus 


whom Moſes headed in the Wilderneſs ? It is 
en new * to ſee this People either 


un grateful 


| 
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ungrateful or inconſtant; whoſe Loyalty and 
Faith conſiſted ever in ſcarce remaining one 
whole Week in perfect Love Subjection and 
Fealty with Gove This, this /ays the Fa- 


tber, is the true antiquated Malice of 


* Plalm. 
ai. 


« that People.” Why, think Vou, does 
the ' Almighty now keep the wretched 


Nation of Jeus exiled from his Holy 
Church, repudiated from Chriſtian Altars, 


but becauſe They have ever proved them- 
ſelves fickle Veſſels unfit for his Service? 


If You are not convinced of This, look- 
back and believe your own Eyes : Behold 
them but in the Red-Sea, where the weaker 
Elements ſubſiding to make their Fortitude 
a free Paſſage, the unſteady Waters harden 
into the firmeſt Walls to ſerve at once for 


Bulwarks to their Safety and Embleins of 


their Conſtancy: How joyfully, how thank 
fully, how intrepidly do they not ſteet their 


new-form'd Courſe amidſt the embattled 


Waves, and charm the foaming. Surges to 
eccho to their fervent Songs of Praiſe: and 


Benediction of the Got of Hoſts, ſar 


with rapturous Melody like That of Davry: 
* The Rivers, O Lord, have lifted up their 
Waves above the Voices f many Waters. 


We Sarges of the Sea are marvelous : 


Marvelous is our Lord un high.. . Holinkſs 
becometh tiy Houſe; O Lord, 'for Lags of 


Days. O what Veſſels of Steadineſs ! O 
what deyout, what fervorous-. Veſſels of 
3 faithful ; 


—_— e 
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faithful Conſtancy, thus prepared to per- 
ſevere to an endleſs Length of Days! But 
hold, there is no truſting to. the hollow 
Sounds of ſuch frail, ſuch crazy fickle 
Veſſels.” Scarce are they ſafely encamp'd, 
in the Wilderneſs, than they begin to break 


into Inconſtancy, and murmur with baſe 


Ingratitude againſt their Deliverer. A little 


Scarcity of Food aſſails them and their 
needs no more to make them loſe all 


Reſpect for Meſes, all Confidence in Gon's 
future Providence, all Gratitude for his paſt 
Mercies: Ah! What Fools were not we, 
Wey c cry, to leave the Land of Egypt, 
© the Land of Plenty ſor this barren De- 
e ſert? Would to Gor, we had died by the 
« Hand of our Lord in the Land of Egypt 


« when we ſat over the Fleſh-pots, and 22 : 


% eat Bread to our Fill! Why have you 


**. brought us into this Deſert, that You 


* might kill all the Multitude with Fa- 


A 


But what was That to our - preſent 
«© Miſery, reduced as we are likely to 
e be through Hunger. to die the Death of 
© Beaſts?” What can be ſaid to ſuch In- 


mine? * Can Gop, think you, prepare Haas 
* 4 Table in the Deſert. In Egypt, it Wi 
©« jg true, we lived a Life of Slaves: : 
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gratitude? Gop nevertheleſs to conquer 5 


. their Perverſity with Goodneſs converts the 


Heavens into a Store-Houſe of Proviſions, 
e e 
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of Manna, and ſtops their Mouths to Mur- 


muration by filling them to Satiety with 


| heavenly Nourriture. In ſhort, They eat 


and had their Fill, Juſt for a Spurt indeed, 
while yet the Food is in their Mouths, 
this Miracle of Providence revives their 
Faith and reinflames their Fervor. But ah! 


How long does Either laſt? Even till a freſh 
"Occaſion calls on them for Steadineſs. Ah! 


hear how a little Penury of Water tries theſe 


tender Veſſels again and makes them eccho 


Nought but ungrateful Reproaches againſt 


their Leader and againft their Gop, ** Alas 


* what is dry Meat without refreſhing 
Draughts to cool and moiſten our parch'd- 
up Entrails? Supplying us with Viands 
without the leaſt Supply of Drink is only 
making our Pain more lingering to make 
$62 008 doubly feel the Death of | periſhing 

* through Thirſt : Why, why then did' 
Thou O Moſes give Ear to the Almighty's 
Invitation of Us to the Land of Promi/e? 
* Why did ſt Thou make us go-forth from 
Egypt to kill us and our Children, *. our 


«c 


« Beaſts with Thirſt?” * O volatil Race of 


faithleſs People! And cannot the ſame Gop, 
who harden'd the Floods of the Sea into a 
ſolid Rock for thy Deliverance and Safety, 
force alſo Rivers from a Barren Flint ? What 
then is thy Confidence in Gop ; that a little 
| ſudden Thirſt is thus capable of making 
thee ä forget the immenſe Sea of Gop's 


ever — 


1 | 
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ever-fibwing Mercy and Liberality to Thee. 
But why do 1 ask ? It is the Nature of this 
— Generation; and the beſt Excuſe 
which cbuld ever yet be made for them is 
That of St. Laurence Fuſtnian, who pleads 
their habitual — as the Cauſe of 
their ſeveral Acts of Inconſtancy to Gop 
from Time to Time. Such, ſuch is the 
** true antiquated Malice of this P People,” 
to receive Favours from Gop, to thank him, 
to make him Promiſes, and- then to forget 
his Favours and rebel againſt him. But 
after all theſe Benefits ſurcly Gop may 
a little more Fidelity and Gratitude 
„ en People than he has yet met with 


Surely, O head-ſtrong Maelites, You will 


be forved at laſt to yield? What can you 
wiſh for more? He has furhiſh'd you with 
Drink at the Expence of a Miracle, to 


change your Thirſt of Water into an un⸗ 


quenchable Thirſt after the Living Fountain 
of his Love. He fed you and ſatiated you 
before, with Bread handed down to you 
from Heaven; that, eraving no more the 


periſhable Subſtance of the Earth, you might 


learn to hunger chiefly, nay wholly, 
after the Bread of everlaſting Life. In ſhort, 
to purchaſe your Love, he has condeſcended | 
to ſupply every the meaneſt Office, that You. 
might ſuffer Nothing, want Nothing, which 
Vou could with for from him. Surely then, 
O favour'd Nation, You can reſiſt no longer 
cones, I, +9 : ſuch 
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ſuch overflowing Liberality? Surely, tho Gon 
ſhould hereafter reduce you to every Want; 
try you with every Diſtreſs ; you could not 
forbear to love him? No; It may be, 
not: It may be, that, juſt while you are full, 
you will remember to be Grateful. But 

afterwards? O! Afterwards the Cry is: 
* Who. ſhall give us Fleſh to eat: Our 
*© Soul ts dry; our Eyes behold Nothing elſe 
& but this Manna. O what Loathing, 
«© what. Nauſeating, what Revolutions of 
ce Stomach ! Always Manna? Always a 


little infipid Cake ? O ſavoury Melons and 


* Onions of Egypt ! O the cheriſhing Meals 
* of Fleſh we were fatten'd and _ 
« with there! Ah! Why did we leave 
that abounding Land, to be ſurfeited with © 
*< taſteleſs Manna in a Wilderneſs ? Who 
e will give us Fleſh to eat in the Deſert 2” + 
Such, ſuch, Beloved Chriſtians, were the 
Returns the Almighty met with from the 
Children of 1/ael for all his Mercies to 
them. Such their [Gratitude and Conſtancy 
to their Divine Benefactor. But ah! This 
had been ſupportable, if This was All. But 
This was the leaſt Effect of their Unſteadi- 
neſs. This, in a word, was Piety, compared 
with the reſt of their Conduct: Not content 
with Murmurations againſt Gop, not ſatisfied 
with Complaints of his Providence deceiving 
them, They proceed to the blaſphemous 
Arraignment of his Deity; ſet-up a ſtrange 
135221 ä S800 
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Gop in competition with him; cauſe a 


molten Calf of Gold to be erected for their 


Gop; publicly and ſolemnly renounce their 
Allegiance to their Maker; and turn their 
Homages and Adorations to the Idol of their 
own working. O how the Deſert rings with 
their impious loud Huzzas ! No more is their 
Song: Marvelous is our Lord on bigb. No, 

no: It is now : * Long live our Golden 
* Gop, Long live the molten Calf, which 
. $6 ere: It had a Being) free'd us from the 


* Egyptian Tyrant Pharaoh's flavith Laws. 


* Long live the golden Earlets which have 
« form d us ſuch à Gop to adore” Theſe; 
e theſe are thy Gods, O Iſrael, ' who haus 


« brought Thee aut of the Land of Egypt. 2 _ 


O flagitious Nation! O Rebel Generation, 


more inconſtant than the Moon, more fickle 


than the Air, more volatil than Smoke, 
more inſtable than the Waves! Away with 


This infamous Nation from the Preſencet of 


Gop; Out with it from the Pale of Chriſt's 
Church ; Far with it from his Temples, from 


his Altars. Yes, yes, ſays the Lord, away 


„ with: theſe Fickle, Frail, Unſtead 
©. Veſſels of Putrefaction: Away wk 
«them from my Preſence forever, to be 
fe forever Veſſels of Perdition. But firſt let 

them roam mere Vagabonds on Earth, 
260 —_ like Cain; and left, like Out- 
bee „without Kingdom; without Laws; 
* « with Temples ; without Sacrifices; with- 


Wal * 


O O 2 © out. 
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* out Prieſthood, Power or Honour. And 
« ſince they needs would live without me 
their Sovereign; let them ever be the 
« Scorrrof Men and the Scoff of Devils. 

But why, my Gop, wby muſt this whole 


Nation be proſcribed for the Malice of their 


Fore-Fathers ? © That indeed was the anti- 
© quated Malice of this People's firſt Pros 
genitors. ” But have not their Paſterity 
5 e this Day, with loud 2 
Zannat, the guilty Stain of their Fore-Fa- 
thers? Ah No! Wait but a few Days; and 
the harſh'Cries of cruciſy lum cruciſh bim 
will ſoon: convince. yon; that the anuquated 
Malice of this People's Anceſtors, is ſtill alive 
in their Poſteriry. Sull, ſtill did they perſiſt 
in their Inconſtancy to the laſt; and ;ithere- 
fore juſt was it, — ſhouid no longer 
perſiſt in ſhewing them Mercy: Time was 
it that he ſhould put an End to his long 55 
Suffering, change his Patience ex 
rated into Fury, and abandon them to the 
ruinous Conſequences of: their contuntacious 
Vnſteadineſs. O fajthleſs Nation k. O fatal 
Dupe of Inconſtancyl Q-Had'/t Thou but 
known, even in This thy Day, the Things\wbich 
would'be of Peace to Tber ! But now. theylure 
2 And alas: all: this 
Day's glorious Works will be deſtroy'd by 
the pewelle Unſteadineſs of Some A 
hence. Wherefore +: the Days ſball come 


1 Thee : 2 Enemies foal encompaſs | 


2 Thee 


1 
; 
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Thee with a Trench, and block Thee up all 
raund, and ſtraiten Thee on every Side; 
and beat Thee flat to the Ground and thy 
Children which.are.in Thee; and they, ſhall 
not leave in Thee a Stone upon 4 Stone, 
becauſe thou bas't not known the Time of thy 
Viſitation. O wretched, wretched, wretched 
People! e er 
canſigncy coſt; n!? tes 
But while alas Lam 8 an e 
Check, the gracious. Impulſe of | inf] 


Truth, calls-back my ill- addteſt Reproaches'; 
and bids me — on the Jeu 
theſe Sighs and Lamentations; while Chri- 
ſtians in — and Some of Us (it may be 
in this very Audience, ſtand in Need of 
the Tears we have to ſpare, to weep at -Home, 
and water with inceſſant Gtief our own 
paſt Fickleneſs. The Jeus were Incon- 
ſtant, it is true, ſhame fully Inconſtant. But 
ate We Chriſtians a jot more firm in | 
Fidelity to Chriſt? The Good Purpaſes 
made in former Confeſſions, how ſcon have 
they not been broken? The virtuous Reſos 
lations taken, this very Day, of ging out? 
ſelves to Gop intirely, how-ſhottly will they 
be remember d by us, only to be the 
more perverſely violated? That Fervor in 
che F Praiſes of Gor (which has been, this 
Day, kindled in the Hearts of Some of us; 
I: Hape, by the Graciouſneſs of IEsus in 
coming into them in the Holy Euchariſt 
> Fo FARK We 
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we received) how ſoon will it not be moſt 
ſhamefully  extinguiſh'd, by a Renewal of 
our diſorderly Inconſtancy? You, O Voung 


Men, happily convinced of the Dangers 


which your Unſteadineſs has made you ſub- 
ject to, have at this ſacred Time perhaps re- 
new d your baptiſmal Vows'and given your- 
{elves up to Gop with Fetvor and Sincerity. 


But ah! A few Days hence; what will become 


of all your preſent Warmth and Caridour ? 
What will be the Fruit of ſb many Holy 
Thoughts which Gop has infuſed i — you by 
evangelic Sermons, by devout Lectures, by 
ſpiritual Converſations and edifying Exam- 


ples? You, O Young Men, I ſay, 'touch'd 


with a lively ſenſe of your paſt Follies, are 


(this Day) reſolved to give: up to Gop! the 


Remainder of that Life hi- you have ſo 


1 


earlily dedicated to the World? But aht 


who will aſſure me that this Day's Com- 
punction, like That of this Day twelve- 
months ago, ſhall not be render d fruitleſs by 


a Relapſe more vicious than your former 


State, within the narrow Space of a few 


Days- Time? You, O Young Women, re- 


inflamed with pious Ardor by the Revival of 


that unbred Devotion, wHick Gracious Hea- 


ven ſeems to have mingled in the Com 
ſition of your female Hearts; You, 7 2 


are now reſolved to cling, with Mary, to the 
Croſs of: Chriſt and chuſe the better Part, 


the Part of Love. But ah! Will not the 


approaching | 
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your little Vanities and Diſſipations; if Vou 
do not, even ere Gad- Friday comes, enter 


again in League with all your Airs and 


Artifices to tempt and bribe ſome fickle 


Fudas to betray your Lord with Crimes ex- 


cited by your Levity of Conduct? You, O 


Eccleſiaſtics, fired with that Fervor which 
this ſacred Seaſon inſpires, even like 
Cherubims in the Holy of Holes, in- 
fuſe nay force Devotion into the Hearts 


of all the People with your exemplary 
Deportment at God's Altars: But ah! 
What will It avail, if, a few Days elapſed, 
| forgetful of your Dignity, you ſhould ap- 


_ proach thoſe very Altars with a Levity un- 


ſeemly even in the Laity ? You, O Gentry, 


are actually all Zeal, all Eagerneſs to ranſom. 
your Offences with Prayer, and Faſts, and 
Almſdeeds. Ah! Have a Care You be not 


ſoon as eager to repeat thoſe Offences, with 
ſpiritual Sloth, with Luxury, with In- 
Juſtices? O Poor! O Sick! O Friendleſs ! 
How humble are not You at preſent? How 


Penitent ? How ready to receive the Comforts . 


of your Lord? But will you always be thus 
ready? Ah! How probably will not a little 
_ Proſperity, a little Health, a little human 
Reſpect, ſoon make you as haughty as ever; 
as diſorderly as ever; as indifferent as ever 
to the Things which truly partain to your 
Peace? O would to Gop I had leſs * 

2 705 or 
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or all my Fears of your Inconſtancy, Dear 
Chriſtians, than I really have. But alas 
when 1 conſider the Scandals given, within 
this one laſt Year by many Chriſtians, who, 
but a Year ago, were lovely Patterns of a 


Chriſtian Life: When I conſider the Wealth 


which within this Year has been laviſh'd' in 
Gaming, in Luxury, in Debaucheries, in 
tempting to ſeduce unguarded Innocence ; 
and laviſh'd by Chriſtians, by Catholics, 
Thoſe very Perſons, who; but laſt Zend, 
ſeem' d reſolutely bent on devoting their 
Superfluities to the inſtructing the Igriotant, 
to the feeding the Hungry and relieving the 
Neceſſitous; to the adorning Gop's Altürs 
and encouraging his Hoſpitals, to the placing 
Innocence out of Danger and dragging Sin- 
ners out of Perdition : When, 7 jay, I think 
on all This; how can, I forbear to treriible, | 
Chriſtians, leſt You ſhould prove as Incon- 


ſtant this Vear as the Laſt ; leſt, for want 


of more Steadineſs than has been hitherto 
made uſe of, Penitents ſhould loſe their pre- 
ſent Grace, and loſe it forever ; leſt the 
Church ſhould loſe it's neu- born Children, 
Soy be robb'd of his Glory, and the Devil be 
releaſed from his Confuſion? The Fews, Be- 
loved Auditors, appear to You inexcuſably fla- 

gitious in their Inconſtancy. And with 
Reaſon indeed, for They are ſo. But ah! 
How much more, and more inexcuſably, 

ons muſt not thoſe Chriſtians: be, who, 
| indulged 
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indulged by the Almighty infinitly more 
* than the Jeus, are ſtill more unfaithful to 
him, and more unſteady in his Service? If 


the Children of Iſrael torfook their Creator 


to pay their Homages to a golden Calf; 


How many Children of Chriſt abandon thelr | 


Redeemer to Idolize the Objects of their 
Avarice ? If the Hebrews rebell'd againſt 
Gop to glut themſelves with the Fleſh-pots 


of Egypt; how often do not Chriſtians re- 


volt againſt him to immerge themſelves i 


every vicious Delight of Carnality? The 


Feus murmur'd againſt Gop and 1 his Mi- 
niſter Moſes: And ſo do Chriſtians. Forever 


are they buſied in murmuring, back-biting, 


flandering, cenſuring, calumniating, de- 
faming, or ridiculing his Servants . their 
Neig hbours. On every 
denz practiſing the Like againſt his Wa 
their Lawful Paſtors, notwithſtandin 
terrible Menace by the Mouth of his w= 
phet: * The Face of our Lord hath dude : Jer 


them: He will not add to reſpecs them; 


becauſe they have not reverenced the Faces 
, the Priefts, neither had they Pity on the 
Ancients, Nay Gov himſelf is not exempt 


from their Irreverences. Every little De- 


lay of his to e them, every, little Diſ- 
appointment which for their Good he gra- 


ciouſly ſends them, is a ſufficient. matter to 


make them murmur at his Diſpoſal, arraign 
2 Fiese, repine at his Governmen 
Vor. II. 13 "x 
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wiſh themſelves Dead to be releaſed from 


it, and cry-out with the ungrateful eus 


Would we had died by the Hand of our Lord, 


while we ſat over the Pleſh-pots of Lu xury 


and did eat the Bread of Profperity to our 
Fill: Nay it is more than enough often- 
times to make them throw off their Depen- 
dence on him even to -worfhip the foreign 


 Govs of the Earth and the Fleſh. Ah! Let 


us then no longer exert ourIndignation againſt = 
the Jeus, which may with fo much greater 


Reaſon be levell'd at ourſelves. © This was 


„ indeed the antiquated Malice of that 
* People. ” But now alas the impious Sy- 
nagogue ſtands countenanced by the more 


| heinous Impiety of Chriſtians, and We have 


Cauſe with bleeding Hearts to own, that 
Such is the modern Malice 115 this more 
Javour'd. Pech. 15 

O Chtiſtians then! Wed Fickle 


....- - Chriſtians? If this be fadly true, why 
1 ſhould "falſe Tenderneſs be ſo cruel to 
- conceal it? If you are like to prove 


again in conftant like the  Fews; Why 
may I not, without Offence, warn You, 
that You will periſh with them? Yes, Be- 
loved: If after ſo many merciful Recon- 


| elliations Which your Gop has granted to 


you; if after ſo many perverſe Relapſes, you 
ſtumble agam with the Fews ; you will pro- 


bably fall with the Irren into irreparable 
Ruin: And the terrifying Sentence of Ixss 
Ann 8 : g 8 { | upon 
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upon Them, ſhall be ſpiritually verified i 
You: O Feruſalem, Feruſalem, who * Ke 


the Prophets and floneſt Them who were 25 
to Thee! How often would I have . gather 
together thy Children, as the Hen do'th — 
together her Chickens under her Wings ; and 
Thou would'ft not. Behold your Houſe ſhall 


be s/o deſert to you. O faithleſs City! 


* faithleſs Chriſtian Metropolis, which 

<. perſecuteſt thy lawful Paſtors. and ſtoneſt 
<-with Hatred and Calumny Thoſe who 
_ © are lawfully ſent to thee by Me and my 


<<. Church, to lead Thee back to me! What | 


Miracles have I not wrought to ' convince 
Thee of thy Errors? What Mercies have 


- 
\ 2 1 
— 30 
1 * 


© T not exerted to convert [thee to Truth. . 


c and Good? And Thou would ft not. O 
_ Faith-profeſſing Flock of mine! How 
often have not I, with-freſh repeated 


MY Graces, Lights and Sacraments and ſacred 
5M Means, tenderly endeavour d r gather you 

e ftaogetber from the general Contagion, juſt 

4 the Hen gathers together her Chickens - 


under her Wings; and Thou would'ſt not. 
_ ©. Wherefore behold your Houſe ſhall be left 
"hs „ Kerr to yon And in Puniſhment of 
your perverſe Inconſtancy, O fickle Chri- 
. « ſtians, behold Your Hearts ſhall hence- 
1 forth remain, like barren Heaths; void of 
Mercy, Grace and Glory; the abandon d 
*<: waſte: of Sin; the Seat of everlaſting 
6 cog 
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Little will it avail to plead the Frailty of 


your Nature mingled (as it was) with inbred 


Fickleneſs. Prone as your Nature of itſelf 
may be to Levity, that Levity has been 
ſufficiently fix'd and render'd firm by the 

precious Blood of him, who gave even to 
the fickle Winds their Weight. Gop, ſays 
St. Gregory, has given ſufficient Gravity 
* to our Souls to preſerve them againſt 
* being hurried away from the Almighty's 
* gracious Purpoſes, by their natural Le- 
« vity. * What tho' our Hearts, like giddy 
Cock-boats, are liable, when. left to them- 
ſelves, to the being toſt and re-toſt by every 
tempeſtuous Hurricane of our Paſſions ; is 


it not our own Fault that theſe Veſſels, 


frail as they there, are ſo unſteady, ſo often 
overſet? If you are not reſolved on periſh- 


ing, ſays St. Bernard, you need not periſh. 


Since Gop is ever graciouſly prepared to 


pilot you himſelf to everlaſting Safety. 


The Word of .Gop will direct you, and 
s the Spirit of God is ready to bear you 
« ſteady to the Harbour of Salvation.” But 
the Miſchief is, that You ſnatch the Helm 
out of the Almighty's Hands to give it up 
to Caprice: And, inſtead of eagerly” and 


ſteadily ſteering your Courſe towards Hea- 
ven, you are courting the flattering Gales 
of Senſual Pleaſures, caſting Anchor amidſt 


the moſt trifling Amuſements, and, fiſhing . 


\ 


„ ParuSunpaAy 1 
do you fooliſhly loſe your Time, arid ſplik 


ments. It is not then ſo much the Fault 
of n_ Frailty which makes you thus 
fai 


eſs, thus Incotiſtant in Good, as it is 
your perverſe Neglect of Vigilance. Vou 


are frail by Nature? You are of a Compoſi- 
tion mingled with Inconſtancy? And were 


not a St. Stephen,” a St. Barlam, as fiokle by 
Nature as Any of vou all? Vet Flint could 
not conquer the Firmneſs of the Former, 


nor Fire ſubdue the Conſtancy of the Latter. 
And why may not You be as conſtant as 
They were, You;; who have all the Helps 
'They had ? But how ſhould you, while You 
neglect to watch, as they did, over your na- 


tive Frailty? How ſhall thoſe ever 


bear the rude Aſſaults, which Theſe great 
Saints ſo eaſily r 


give- up it's. Fleſh to Flames, it's Body to a 


Volley of Stones, for Chriſt, which: cannot 


give an Alms to his Poor, cannot give Par- 
don to an offending Neighbour ? How ſhall 
that Hand ſtrip itſelf of it's own Fleſly for 


Chriſty which is too laſeivious to abſtain 


from the Fleſh of Other??? 
Let us place before the E 


at laſt on the Rock of Temporal, Enjoys 


epelbd, who are not ſuf! 
ficiently on their Guard to bear the moſt 
trifling Provocations? How ſhall the Hand 


of our 


Underſtanding, Beloved, all the Flames 
of various Vices which have too often 
ſeparated us from Chriſt, and fee © whes * 
M | ther 
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ther they were fo intenſe, fo terrifying 
to reſiſt, as thoſe which his glorious Mar- 


tyrs have conſtantly not only reſiſted but 
overcome. Ah! Have We been, like a2 


= St. Stephen, like a St. Bartholomew, like a 


St. Barlam, ſurrounded with Executioners, 
flead alive by Butchers, tortured with Flames, 
threaten'd a thouſand Deaths by Tyrants? _ 
No, no: The trivial Spatk of a leud Look, 
of a wanton Suggeſtion, of a laſcivious Meſ- 


age, has fired our Souls almoſt to Aſhes, 


and dragg'd us from the Boſom of Chriſt to 
the Jaws of Satan. The almoſt impercep- - 
tible Spark of an unwary Word, of an 
Affront, of an ill-grounded Jealouſy,” has 


arm'd the Hands of Chriſtians with Sword 


and Piſtol, has fill'd their Mouths with 


Reproaches and Calumny, and loaded their 


Hearts with the Venom of Rancour Hatred © 
and Thirſt of Revenge. By what then, 

Chriſtians, do you know that your Nature 
is ſo weak as you imagin it? What Croſſes 


have you Fourted, to exerciſe your Con- 


ſtancy ? What Invitations have you rejected, 
rather than deſcend from, rather than not 


dcling to, the little Croſſes ſent you fora Tryal 


of your Conſtancy? Have You, with a 
St. Andrew, been, Each, much more afraid 
of loſing than of clinging to your Croſs ? 
But why do I ſtopat Rivulets, when in 


Sight of the Fountain-Head of Conſtancy ? 
O my ever dear Reqeemer! How much 


more 
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more cruel and grievous was not thy Croſs 


than any We can ere be ſubject to? Vet 


did'ſt Thou never flinch from it.« Ah! What 
a rude Temptation was not made uſe of 


to ſhake thy Conſtancy, when dying on it 


for Mankind in general in quality of uni- 
verſal Savidur of Mankind? , thou 


e rt the Son of Gop, the impious Fews 


© cry-out ;, . deſcend from the Croſs and ue 


<< dull believe in Mee. If Thou really ar't 


<<. ſo zealous to ſave us as Thou pretendeſt; 


« come down from that Croſs, and we are 
* ready to acknowledge Thee for our 
Meſiab. But al: Dear Lover and Exam- 


ple of firm and faithful Souls! Did'ſt Thou 


ſuffer thyſelf to be! decoy'd: from thy be- 
loved Croſs by ſuch enſnaring Arguments? 


4 


Did'ſt Thou ſcreen thyſelf from Shame 


and Reproach, regardleſs of our Wants? 
Did'ſt Thou perchance over- look the Love 


of us, to avoid the imputation of Impoſture? 
40 No, no, replied * thy tender Love: I 


0 am wedded to this Croſs to ſave my 
4 dear- loved Souls; and while one ſingle 
«© Prop. of Blood remains, within theſe 

* Veins, while this Life has the leaſt Power 


left to breathe; ſuffer I muſt, agonize 1 
„ muſt and will upon this Gibet. But 


You will be blaſphemed. No Matter. 
But They will not own you for their Go. 
« Be it ſo; My beloved Elect muſt and 
40 _ be redeem d. Let the whole Price 


© he 
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e be paid for my Friends; and let what 

« will befall my Reputation, Intereſts and 

Life. Lam ready at the Price of every 


Pain to purchaſe the Love of thoſe Souls, | 
ho, after my Example, will be 0 


1 naild in their Affections to the Croſs, 


that Nothing can make them deſcend 
from it. And what kind of Bleſſed 
Souls are Thoſe, Dear Jeſus? Not ſurely 
the Souls of Chriſtians? Alas, I fear not, 

Will Nothing make chem deſcend from the | 
Croſs they have once embraced ? Mark but 
the Firſt among them You ſet Eyes on. 
He receives an Affront: But mindful that 
he is the Diſciple of à crucified Lord, a 
Chriſtian, He reſolves to cling to His Croſs 
and forgive; when the Devil, who ſeldom 
acts in perſon becauſe never at a loſs fof 
Lawyers to act for him, ſets his Agents to 
work: Acco they cloſely preſs our 
half-reſolved Diſcip of Chriſt with the old 
Arguments. of their old Maſter. Alas 


what are you about? What! Will you 


put-up with this Affront ? Will you paſs- 
3 BY He this Injury ? Have you no Feeling for 
© your Reputation? Why, Man! You 
% muſt prepare to be ſpit upon, to be. 


* inſulted, to be trampled on by Eyery in- 
* fignificant Mortal; if You do not teach 
** all Men, at the Expence of One inſolent 
„ One, the Reſpect which is due to ou. 
& Ab! * then with this ſcrupulous 
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* Tameneſs and deſcend from the Croſs, ”» 
This Other Young Lady, call'd by her 
heavenly Spouſe, reſolves to conquer the 
World, by withdrawing from it, with Fruit, 
for Chriſt s ſake, before It can have time to 
withdraw from her without Benefit. And 
therefore, even before She can / quit it with 
her Body, She'renounces it in her Mind and 
Heart; deſpiſes It's Enjoyments; anddelights 
only in ſacred Solitude. But immediately 
1s She beſieged by her Companions, by her 
ſeeming Friends, by her Relations. For 
<** Goodneſs - Sake, they cry, what means 
* this melancholy Humour which has 
e ſeized You? Who has put this frantic 
** Notion in your Head? Don't you con- 
*© ſider what Good you may do in the 
k World? How much Comfort and Ho- 
nour you may do your Parents? What 
< Edition you may give to your Com- 
* panions? The World wants ſuch good 
* Creatures as you for Examples. Away 
* then with the vapouriſh Thought. Vo 
« are too young as yet: Have You not 
Variety of Pleaſures ready to court you? 
* And ſurely there is no Sin in giving a little 


Looſe to lawful Pleaſures? Do you think, 


*© we are not as deſirous to be faved as 
- © You can be? Come, come, in ſhort; 
Let us go to-night to the Play, to- mor- 
„ row to a Ball, next Day to Quadrille. 
Vox. II. Q There 
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ee. There will be Time enough ſome Years 
* hence to think on ſuch à dull Affair: 
* And believe me, it requires ſome Years 
eto think maturely on a Change of Station; 
60 eſpecially Such a One. Ah! Take our 


Advice then and deſcend from the Croft. 
Thus from Age to Age have the Devils Sol- 


licitors, firſt Jews, and fince Chriſtians, la- 
bour'd to ſeparate from the n both 
Chriſt and his Servants. 4 | 
And You in the mean Time, O heartleſs. | 
Souls, what are you about? O Chriſtians ! 
Will you, forgetful of your Faith, permit 
yourſelves to be ſeduced? Shall you liſten 
to the Devil's Sollicitors, yield to a Word of 
Satan, and break your Word with Chriſt ? 
Shall you be carried away by Ambition, 


Avarice, Revenge, and 8 after the 


Fleſh-pots of carnal Pleaſure ? Is this imi- 

dis Conſtancy ? Is this returning him 
Love for Love? G! Woe to us; had He 
not ſet us the Example we are ſo loth to 
follow! Had Chriſt been as willing to part 
from his Croſs as We are to be rid of ours; 
ih! Who would have redeem'd us? Who - 


would have extinguifh'd- for us the Flames 


of Hell? Who would have open'd to us the 
eternal Gates of Heaven? And is our Un- 
ſteadineſs all the Return we have to make 
him? Shall He have embraced an enormous 
_— and We evade the trivial Croſs. of an 

 affenlive | 
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offenſive Word ? Shall He have clung to the 
And We be decoy'd away from it, by the 


Sollicitations of deluded' Friends? Look-ye, 
Chriſtians: ConsTANCY is the Word. Weigh 


well your Obligations, examen your latent 
Forces, correct your Inconſtancy, and exert 


your Fortitude againſt all future Trials. Be 

prepared for the Worſt, and if there ſhould 
be a neceſlity, in the Cauſe of Conſtancy in 
Good, to ſuffer for, or to die with, the Son 
of Gop; reſolve, like what you are, Diſci- 


ples of Chriſt, and bravely ſayEacu to Ixsus 


with St. Peter, tho! with greater Steadineſs, 


Ford, with Thee J am ready to go into 


Priſon and unto Death. You, who, like the 


Fews, ſing Hoſanna, this Day, to the Bleſſed, 
who cometh in the Name of the Lord, have 
a care that your Crimes do not, in their 


Notes, one Day, cry-out : Cruciſy him, Cru- 
| cify him. Remember that, if you are frail. 


and wavering by Nature, you may be firm 
and ſteady by his Grace,* Remember, that 
You, who are but too conſtant in what is 
Evil, are inexcuſable if you are not as firm 
in Good, Remember then, that it is not 
ſo much to Frailty or to Fickleneſs, as to 
want of Care and Vigilance, you muſt im- 
pute your eternal Perdition. And that, if 
you relapſe, your Inconſtancy may be the 
Cauſe of your Damnation, Chriſtians; as 
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That of the Jews was of Ruin to them. But 


O! Avert it, Gracious Gop, I nn be- 


| ſeech Thee: In the Name, Kc. 


Sixth 8 of the PASS ION. 
I know not whether or not any of You, 


5 Chriſtians, are fond of the Diverſions of 


the Stage. If you are; I condole with you 
on the Loſs You will be at this Week on 
account of the Theatres being ſhut-up, as 
I preſume they will be according to Cuſtom. 


And to repair this Loſs, as much as is con- 


ſiſtent with my Function, I invite Vou 


All to a very ſolemn Tragedy at this Place 


on next Good-Friday, It will not take-up 
three Hours of your Attention, nor require 


you to undergo a five or fix-hours Contine- 


-ment to hear it, But I may venture to 
promiſe you, that, without the Aſſiſtance of 
any pompous Ranting, it will be the deepeſt, 


moſt affecting, and moſt intereſting Scene 

of real Diſtreſs, you ever yet lent your 
Attention to. I cannot anſwer, that You 
will be quite as commodioufly feated as 
you might be at Covent-Garden. But 
there is ſome Difference in the Dignity of 
the Place and the Importance of the Sub- 


je, ſufficient to make an ample Amends: - 


And one conſiderable Advantage you will 
have here, is, that you will not be ſo much 
expoſed to Colds and many others Hazards 
of Body and Soul. 


vou 


Sixth Indiction of the PAss o. | 

- You eaſily perceive, I am talking of the 
Paſſion of our Lord and Saviour Jzsvs 
CHR1sT, which I then intend to preach : 
In which I ſhall obſerve the ſame Method, 
as is practiſed in Catholic Countries, I ſhall 
not indeed be quite ſo long as is cuſtomary 
there: And yet Heaven grant, that I may 
not appear too tedious for the Devotion of 
Some ! I premiſe this on purpoſe, that Such 
delicate Chriſtians as are afraid of ſharing 
too much in the Sufferings of their Saviour, 
even that one Day, may either contrive to 
be abſent or previouſly provide for their 
Eaſe on that Occaſion. e 
Abutteſſim, or (as Some Hiſtorians call him) 
Abuttellim, King of the Telufnians, having 
incurr'd the Hatred of Fo/eph King of Pez, 
the Latter raiſed a powerful Army and 
march'd at the Head of it quite to Telujin, 
the Seat. of Abuttefſim's Dominions, in order 
to lay Siege to that Capital: Not doubting 
but He ſhould ſoon become Maſter of it 
and without much Difhculty, But Abutteſim, 
Who was no Stranger to his Attempt, forti- 
fy'd the City, threw himſelf into it with 


a ſtrong Power and diſappointed —_ 


Foſeph nevertheleſs, inſtead of being diſ- 

couraged by Diſappointment, made obſti- 
nate by Oppoſition,” carried on the Siege 
with Reſolution and Vigour : Yet all to no 
Purpoſe. The befieged Monarch with in- 
trepid Bravery ſuſtain'd the frequent __ 
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of the Enemy, repulſed them in every 


Aſſault, and by his Wiſdom and Courage 


| inſpired and enabled his Subjects to baffle 


all the Efforts of Violence, Stratagem, and 
Invention to force and ſurpriſe the Town. 


Thus perſiſted Theſe two contending Pow- | 
ers in rude Diſpute, the One trying to over- 


wer or over-reach, the Other repelling 

orce and Art, with Art and Force : And 
Victory, remaining Neuter, fuel'd the furi- _ 
ous Conteſt for the uninterrupted Space of 
Seven Vears: When Famine at gu found 
a Way into the City, which neither the 
Rage nor Craft of War could open. A while 


the brave Inhabitants ſtruggled with the 


inteſtin Foe, and bore the fiercer Shocks | 


_of Hunger Thirſt and Want of every 


Neceſſary with a Magnanimity worthy of 
their former Conduct: Till finding at laſt 
that their Spirits as well as as Strength were 
waſting as faſt as their Proviſions, and ſee- 


ing themſelves thus likely to be reduced 


' to the dire Dilemma of dying by Famine 


or the Sword, they began to ſuſpect their 
own Bravery : Doubting whether it would 


not be Fool-Hardineſs rather than Courage 


to dare the Cruelty of the Former ſooner .' 
than court the Mercy of the Latter. Where- 


fore, urged by a Diſtreſs which ſeems void 


of Relief, and not knowing what other 


- Counſel to take, they throw themſelves una- 
| pimouſly at their beloved Monarch's Feet, 


2 5 beſeeching 
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t beſeeching him to remember the Wounds 

„ they have received, the Fatigues they 
* have endured, the Hardſhips \ have 
« borne and the much they Fave chearfally 


done and ſuffer'd for, with him, N | 
% while there remain d any Hopes that 


“ Fortune would, ſooner. or later, favour 
*© the. Juſtnefs of his Cauſe: Adding that 
e that the Conſtancy of their former Efforts 


_ 


might ſuffice to give his Majeſty: a, full 


9 Proof of their Fidelity, Zeal — Attach- 
* ment to his ſacred Perſon and Intereſts ; 
and that, if the Deſperacy of their preſent 
Condition render d them incapable of 


being any longer ſerviceable to their 


<< natural Sovereign, neither their Courage 


* nor Fidelity ought to be queſtion'd . for 


e yielding to Force, when become the 
inevitable Effect of Neceſſity. Where- 
e fore they hoped their Royal Maſter, in 
5 Confideration of their paſt Services and 


< preſent Impotence; would give them Leave 


to try a better Fate in a timely Surrender 
« to inſolent Violence. Abutteſſim liſten'd 
to their Remonſtrance with a Firmneſs and 
Serenity becoming the Greatneſs | of his 
Soul; and, compaſſionating the Depth of 
their Diſtreſs without - departing from the 


noble Sublimity of his Character. and Sen- 


timents, anſwer d them. That, for his 
Fart, he had but one Death to meet, and 
5 all Ways of Dying were Alike to him, 
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ſo his Virtue expired not before him: 
That he could not but be ſenſible of 
the Great Sufferings of his Subjects ſince 
he had all-along borne an equal Share of 
thoſe Safferings with them: And that. 
He was ſtill ready to encounter worſe 
*© Evils for and with Them; whoſe Safety 
he had always conſulted without an 
View to his own Intereſt: That true 
« Conſtancy confiſts not in bearing 
many Evil, but in. being unconquer'd 
* by the Worſt: That therefore he could 
* by no means conſent to their lofing the 
2 Merit of all their paſt Actions, by 
| preforing an infamous Life to a glorious 
5 3 Wherefore he perſuaded them 
_ © to perſiſt in a noble Defence to the Laſt; 
and, for the Reſt, to convince them of the. 
2 perfect Diſintereſtedneſs of his Advice, 
ee he expoſed his Boſom naked to them and 
declared, that HR WAS READY Tro DE- 
vor R THAT FLESH TO APPEASE 
THE HUNGER OF THE LEAST of 
„ HIS SUBJECTS,” Heroic SO. 
_ worthy of immortal Praiſe! 
The Generoſity however of the 7. thafonian 
Monarch extended-no farther than a verbal 
Offer. Yet had It the Efficacy to' revive 
the drooping Spirits of his People, who re- 
ſolved, in a Sally, which 'was agreed upon 
for the next Day, to — _ Sovereign 
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—_ and conquer or die along with 
O Chriſtians! Insus not only gave his 
Body to fave your Souls from Want of 
Spiritual Nouriſhment; but really gave it, 
to be rent and torn and mangled at the 
Mercy of a Herd of Butchers, to animate 
you to a virtuous Struggle againſt Satan 
155 who's is laying conſtant Siege to your Hearts, 
*had the infernal Tyrant' labour'd to 
blookyup human Nature in this World from 
every heavenly Succour ; and gall'd and 
harrafs'd it with frequent rude Aſſaults and 
crafty Stratagems to over-power it with 
Violence or over-reach it with baſe Arti- 
fice. But our eternal Sovereign and Saviour, 
who generouſly (with the ſtrong Power of 
his numerous Graces) threw himfelf into the 
World, by taking human Fleſh,, undertook 
the World's Defence; fought both for and 
with Mankind againſt their Common br. 
for three and thirty Vears; and finally, to 
ſhew his liberal diſintereſted Love for Man, 
kindly gave-up his bleſſed Body to be cruci- 
| fied for Man; that, fed and fortified with 
his precious Fleſh, Man might more ear- 
neſtly perſiſt in combating the envious 
Fiend, and never ſuffer his Conftancy and 
8 Fortitude to be worried or worne- out by any 
of the Serpents teizing Violences or delud- 
ing Artifices. But ah! What good Effects 
has all this Generoſity yet — in You? 
Vo. II. Nr Has 


a 
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Has it yet -prevail'd to make you ſteady. in 


the Cauſe of Virtue? Has it yet fired you 


. with Reſolution to die or conquer Sin, 
| 'which coſt your Gop and Saviour ſo much 
Fleſh and Blood to oppoſe the Progreſs of ? 


Had Abutteſſim, as he proffer d, giventhis 
Body to the Butchers to be cut in Pieces 
for the Nourriture of his famiſh'd Subjects, 
and Some ingenious Poet had ' wrought the 


melancholy Story into tragic Drama how 


would not Every-one of You, if preſent at 
the Acting of it, have melted at the bloody 
Scene and bathed the Stage with unex- 


torted Tears of liquid Sympathy? How 


would not Vou, ſeiz d with a noble Senſe 
of Pity and Revenge, wiſh him again alive; 
that you might die or conquer in the Cauſe 
of ſuch a generous Prince? And ſhall Jesvs 


| have been really butcher'd for your Sakes; 


yet you remain inſenſible? Yet you not be 


diſpoſed to make one Effort to refiſt the 


lighteſt Trial for his Sake; but leave his 
Standard to ſurrender at the very firſt Ap= 
proach of a Temptation?. Ah! 'Fo what 
Purpoſe then has Jesvs left to you his 
facred Fleſh for Food? What can his ge- 
nerous Death for You avail you ; if You 


never think enough on it, for That to 


excite you to imitate his Conſtancy; if You 
never eye it with Seriouſneſs enough to 
pay him the Tribute of one tender Tear? 


12 Friday next therefore, 1 invite you to a 


\ Rehearſal . 
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Rehearſal of this Tragedy. At which I 


hope to ſee you all in Tears. The Fact is 


ſo affecting, it will need no Pomp of Words, 
no Helps of Rhetoric, no Poetic Flights, to 
melt your Souls (if you have Souls to melt) 


to Pity for your Lord, and more to a juſt 
Grief for your own paſt Inſenfibility to all He 


; haas done and ſuffer d for You. Then ſhall 
you hear each bleeding Limb of his with 


reproachful Tenderneſs cry-out to Vou: 


O Chriſtians! Why, why thus irreſolute 
c in Good? What Evils have you borne as 
yet, what Wounds have you to ſhew; 


* what Toils and Hardſhips have you 
* endured, which I have not ſhared with 
* you? 1 had but one mortal Life to loſe; 


and that I chearfully reſign d for You 2 
© to , teach*' you that Death is no Evit 
1 * when, the Cauſe you die for, or die 
18 Sood. Fight on then and ſtruggle | 


x wh 8 to Death with that inveterate Foe, 


ho never will give over teizing and 
- ©. tempting you while you have Life: 
' © Remember, your Victory is in your 
Hands. I dy'd to purchaſe it for you. 
* Remember, if you have loſt Ground, 
e the greater Cauſe you have to fight | 
© more manfully henceforth to re-gain 


te that Ground. Remember, that Chriſtian 


Oonſtancy conſiſts not in repelling many 


«© Temptations, but in perſiſting to the 


A laſt in conquering all. Reflect that, if 
. 1 you 


© 
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1 * you are by Nature weak, my Grace 
« can make you ſtrong. If you have 
© hitherto been indolent or faithleſs in | 
« your Chriſtian warfare ; it is high Time - | | 
“ to fight with double Fervor, If vou 
* have hitherto contended nobly for the 
5 glorious Palm; it is now too late to tar- 
“ niſh all the Glory of your paſt religious 
Struggles, by ſuffering any Trial to over- 
© come you for the future. What In- 
“ tereſt but yours could J have in View, in 
© giving- up my precious Fleſh and Blood, 
that it might invigorate you againſt your 
Spiritual Enemies? Why did I leave it you 
but to make the Feeble Strong, to make 
e the Strong more vigorous? Ah! uſe 
then this ſacred Food to repair the little 
«© Waſtes of Grace, which Human —_— 
* may effect; and, fed and cheriſh'd wi 
te it, be conſtant in reſiſting the invete- 
* rate Foe, who never ceaſes to befiege 
your Souls in hopes of forcing or fur- 
priſing them into Ruin: Be firm and 
<« you ſhall conquer. O Chriſtians! If 
this melting Language which every bleed- 
ing Limb of Jzsus ſpeaks, is not enough 
to force a Flood of Pity into your Eyes; 
if it 1s not capable of ſtriking Fire in your 
Hearts; if it will not animate you to ever- 
laſting Love for Chriſt and Conſtancy in 
his Service; I have done with you, I give 
you up for loſt, In ſhort, Chriſtians, if 
bay e you - 
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you are not affraid of being preſt into your | 


Saviour's Service; be preſent at his Paſſion 


next Friday: And give all your Attention 


to his Sufferings, - But then be ſure you 


bring with you the Diſpoſitions of Piety 


neceſſary to render your Attention fruitful. 


For whoever, on that Day, ſhall attend and 


not give themſelves up to Chriſt with all 
Tenderneſs Love and Conſtancy, They will 


evidently ſhew, that either, with Exceſs . | 


Infidelity, they disbelieve the Sufferings 
our Gp; or, 2 Expeſs of — 
Gibegard them, BAS an 
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S. MARK W. 6, 7. 
Be not diſmayd: You ſeek Inxsus of N. 
retb, who was crucified: He is riſen He, 


is not here... He. goeth befare you into 
Galike . there you ſhall ſee . 


* AST Sunday, Beloved Chri- 
ſtians, the Goſpel invited us 
to take part with Chriſt in a 
ſolemn ſeemingly chearful 
USE Triumph which was big with 
Nothing For: the. moſt terrifying Appre- |, 
henſions of funeral Grief. This Day, to 
make us ample Amends, It invites us to 
his Sepulchre with the Marys, that our 
Funeral Rites may be big with Nothing 
but triumphal Joy. Laſt Sunday, mindful 
of” one * * his Prediction to his Be- 
loved 
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loved Diſciples, Te World. ſhall rgoice; + 
but You ſhal, be made Sorrowful ; we con- 
doled with our Jxsus, amidſt the loudeſt 
Acclamations of public Alacrity : To-day 
made Witneſſes of the Accompliſhment of 
that other Part, Your Sorrow ſhall be con- 


verted into Toy; we congratulate with Jeſus 


and raiſe our Voices in chearful Alleluialę 


amidſt the profoundeſt Silence of Death 
and. Sin and Satan, Laſt Sunday, in a 


word, the melancholy Proſpect of future 
Sufferings and Death, which the Inconſtancy 


of the Jeus threaten'd Jesus with, fill'd 


our Souls with too many Terrors not to 
damp all our Pleaſures and make the Matter 
of his Triumph the Subject of our Dejec- 
tion. But ah! The glorious Fruits, which 
the Conſtancy of Jꝝsus has, this Day, 


drawn from thoſe Sufferings and that 
Death, both for himſelf and Us, are too 
abounding not to diſſipate all our Fears, all 


our Doubts, all our Griefs, and make us 
triumph over the Sepulchre. Away then, 
Chriſtians, let us haſte to his Tomb, to 
rejoice over his lifeleſs Body, We who. 


were conſtrain'd to weep over it living! 
If we grieved to ſee him ſuffering on his 


Croſs; we will rejoice to ſee his precious 


Limbs, in the Sepulchre, no more ſenſible 


to Sufferings. If we wept to ſee his Bleſſed 


Frame profaned and disfigured with Spittle 


Dirt and Bruiſes; let our Confolation be to 
r VVT 
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aanoint and embalm it in the Monument. 
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In a word, Let us bury our Hearts in one 


Grave with Jzsvs; and let our Comfort 
be henceforth to hug the melancholy . | 


Thought, that We are ſtill living to wee 
for Jesvs, who having ſuffer'd all which 


could be ſuffer'd, is now deceaſed and ca- 
pable no more of ſuffering. Come then, 
Diſmay! be Thou our Joy; and lead us 
forward ta Jz$sus in his Tomb. But ah 
where is He! Where indeed Chriſtians? 


If you ſeek Jesvs in his Sepulchre; how 
ſhould you find him? Away then, away 
with all your Griefs. This is a Day which 


calls on You for all the Joy your Souls 


are able to exert. Away from his Tomb, 


T ſay: And be not diſmayd. Nu ſeek 
Feſus of Nazareth, who was crucified : 
He is riſen; He is not here. He goeth 
before you into Galilee; there you ſhall ſee 
him. O welcome News big with exſtatic _ 
Gladneſs! O Heaven! Supply me with 


more Souls than One! Or kindly dilate this 
Dne to a Capacity of bearing ſuch Exceſs of 


Joy; ere It conſtrain my Heart to burſt- 
with the Enjoyment of all which Devotion 
has of moſt exquiſit Delight. O my Dear 


Auditors! How does the Narrowneſs of our 
Spirits confine us from feeling all the Joy 
we would | But ſince : it is ſo: But fince 
We cannot rejoice as we would; let us 


rejoice all we can, This ſacred Myſtery of 
Rn _ Chriſt's 
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' Ebriſt's Reſurrection is full of Myſteries 
and all demand their ſeparate Joy: All are 
joyful alike, but all are not equally fats. 
ful to us in their Joy. Let us then lay-out 
| our Alacrity on thoſe Reflections which are 
moſt likely to fructify Edification to us. 
And ſince our Hearts are not capacious - 
enough to rejoice ſufficiently with IEsus 
on his glorious Reſurrection, let us employ 
all our Joy in thanking his Mercy, that We 
are riſen along with him. Let Every- 
« One, /ays a venerable Father : Let Every- 
One who rejoices in the Reſurrection of 


< Chriſt, rejoice chiefly that He himſelf is 
* riſen in and with Chriſt.” For my own 


Part, Chriſtians, I am reſolved to draw all 


my preſent Joy from the Bleſſed Sourcewhich 
the Angel points-out to the three Marys. 
And tho all my Diſmay for the Death of 
Jeſus i is baniſh'd by the grateful News that 
He is riſen ; yet the chief Subject of my 
Joy is to reflect that He is gone before | us 


into Galilee, and that there We ſhall ſee 


him. To make Vou then Sharers in the 


Mdcotives of my preſent Joy, I ſhall now 


proceed to the phoning g ack of he wing 
Loa, 


05 What Supi Comfort the A Myſtery of | 


our Divine Lord's Reſurrection is ca- 
pable of affording to ſuch Chriſtians as 
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take Care to imitate him in it by 
perfect ſpiritual Reſurreftion, 
II. What this ſpiritual Reſurrection muſt 
conſiſt in; and how it muſt be acquired 
and maintain d. fa, 


O lovely Jzsus! O no more ſuffering . 
* but triumphing J=zsUs! O Thou, who, 
&* this Day, in an ample Victory over Death 
© and Sin, has't raiſed us to the Liberty of 
* Grace and open'd to us a free Acceſs to 
eternal Life! Vouchſafe to make us grate- 
ful to Thee for this Exceſs of Bounty. 
And ſince thy Conftancy in ſuffering and 
dying for us has purchaſed us the Grace 
of rifing with Thee in the Newneſs of 
b our Spirit; O add the Gift of Perſeve- 
* Trance to thy former Mercies; That We 
* may die no more but to the Fleſh and 
« Sim!” JE: | 1 EE 


I. O] What a Conſolation would it not be 
to Us, Chriſtians; and how tolerable would 
it not make the bitter Pill of mortal Life ; 
could we but be poſſeſt of a Preſervative 
againſt the Terrors of Death? And what 
greater or more exquifit Comfort could we 
| with to draw from the Reſurrection of 

Ixsus than to ſee Death ſo depreſt by it and 
his Power ſo abridged as that We might 
chearfully ſay, Death has loſt his Sting and 
'exiſts only in his Name. But Whatever a 

e Chri ſoſtom 
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Chriſ/tom might advance to ſtrengthen his 


Aſſertion, that, Chriſt by ri ng from 


** the Dead, has deſtroy'd the very Names 
* of Hell and Death: Whatever Argu- 
ments I might add to perſuade you that the 
Separation of the Soul from the Body has 
now Nothing terrible in it but what our ill- 
grounded Fears create: You would, None 
of You be diſpoſed to believe me. Nor 
indeed (to act the fincere Part which be- 
comes me) can I ſay, that I ſhould readily 


believe myſelf, What! Surely the Correſpon- 


dence between the Spirit and the Fleſh. of 
Man ĩs not of fo cold and indifferent a Nature, 
that Each can part from the Other with- 

out Either's feeling the reciprocal Convul- 

ſions of Anguiſh excited by Sympathetic 


Diſtreſs ? It no way ſurpriſes us when we 


read the ſad Story of the two Grecian 
Ladies, who, when Conflantinople was Sac- 


caged by the Turks and It's Inhabitants were 
. carried-away into Slavery, fell into the 


Hands of two different Maſters. Theſe 
two fond Siſters, yet more ſtrongly allied 

by Friendſhip than Blood, ſeeing them- 
| ſelves on the Point of being ſeparated 
forever in this Life, ran of one Accord into 
Each-other's Arms to take their laſt Adieu ; 
eud thus eagerly clinging Soul to Soul, in 
the Expreſſion of their mutual Regret to be 
ſever'd, they expired in the Embraces of 
inſeparable Love; and "_ together unable 
e 8 2 to 
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to ſuſtain the cruel: Anguith of ſubſiſting 
apart. And what is the Union of the 
fondeſt neareſt Relations to the Intimacy of 
Soul and Body? What wonder then can it 
be that Theſe ſhould not be able to ſeparate 
without feeling the Spaſm of an excru- 
ciating Agony? Let what will then be faid, 
I cannot help thinking, with St. Perer Cbry- 
ſologus, that Death is a dreadful Adverſary 
85 confront+ ſince * the bare Aſpect of it 
is ſufficient to terrify and Diſmay 8 

ox e Senſe and Senſation. 
Think me not therefore of fo fantaſtie or 
abſtructed a Genius, Beloved Chriſtians; as 
to think of denying you the little natural 
Tribute of Anguiſh, the little Vents of Re- 
pugnance, which are indulged even to every 
trivial Friendſhip. The joyful Reflection 
that Ixsus / Nazareth who was crucified 
7s riſen, may tranquilize the ' tumultuous 
Sallies of Nature; ſtifle them It cannot. I 
neither ſay then, nor mean to ſay, that 
Death may not awaken in Vou any Horrors. 
But I do ſay, as St. Paul ſaid before me: 
It is highly reaſonable, that, reflecting on 
the Reſurrection of Insus, you ſhould take 
Courage, moderate your Fears, and not 
be ſorrouful, as alſo Others who. haue 0 
1 Deſa- Hope : That the Fears of Chriſtians, who 
inianw. know that Chriſt is riſen from the Dead to 
5 raiſe them to Life with him, and who there- 
"uw hope to riſe-with him, to riſe like him, 
glorious 
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glorious and immortal, ought to be more fillal 
more modeſt more moderate leſs uncomfor- 
table than Thoſe of Unbelievers who are void 
of Hope. Shall we ſee. in the Mirror of Con- 
templation, thoſe Divine Members, which 
but three Days ago with weeping Eyes we 
bewail'd eclipſed and disfigured with Blood 
and Dirt and Bruiſes ; Shall we, I /ay, per- 
ceive thoſe ſacred: Members ſhoot- forth from 
the Sepulchre, like a New Sun from tho 
Eaſt, all clad with reſplendent Rays of Light 
and Glory; and ſhall we not remain ſe- 
cure and comforted in our certain Hopes, 
built on his never-failing Promiſe,” that, 
riſing with him, theſe Members too of Ours 
ſhall fare no worſe; tho now ſo miſerable 
that we can ſcarce ſupport them with any 
Conſolation? O the ſweet Reflection! How 
ought not this enchanting Thought to diſ- 
ſipate the thickeſt Clouds of Melancholy 
which the Apprehenſions of our Diſſolution 
are capable of raiſing in us? Obſerve but 
the Sun, ſays St. Zenn: The Sun has it's 
Birth in the Morning, and the Evening 
of the Day which gave Birth to it buries 
all it's Lights: Still does it not heſitate 
* to move forward towarts It's End, 
© but ſteadily meets the Night which is 
<« to ſerve for it's Sepulchre ; ſure of having 
the Tomb of it's fainting Rays converted 
s into a Cradle of the Fulneſs of it's future 

e & Splendor.” And why ſhould that lumi- 
11 99 minous 
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minous Phenix (if I may be indulged: the 


+ Metaphor) heſitate to undergo an Eclipſe 
| aur 9 ſhall renew it to Glory? Why ſhun 
a Tomb which ſhall reſtore it more bril- 
liant? Why ſtart back from a Cloud which 


ſhall revive it to all it's native Splendor ? O 
Chriſtians | What is the Death of this Fleſh 
but like the Eclipſe of the Sun ? Would to 
Heaven I could fay that in our Conſtancy, 


Jon rakudhls five Flunesl tha, als, Suck 
is our puſillanimous Inconſtancy that we. 


cannot with any Comfort reſolve to meet 
Death, tho Faith aſſures us, that we are part- 
ing from Ourſelves only to ſucced Ourſelves; 


that our Sepulchres (tired with keeping, our 
ſtale Putrefaction) will reſtore us back to 
ourſelves; that, in a word, our Fleſh, 
crumbled into Duſt and Aſhes, ſhall-out of 


thoſe veryAſhes riſe again to a new Form and 


Life: But O what a Form! How beauteous l 
How much more noble! How much more 


perfect How much more excellent! 


Jos, that Image of Death in it's moſt 


terrifying Diſguiſe, uh with a Shell ſeraped- 


t Bid. fitting on his Dunghill, ++ enjoying (as it 


Was) his Sores, hugging his Worms and 


delighting in the Miſery which corroded 


him. But what! Jos fitting? Is not Sitting 


a Poſture of Content? Yes, if We believe 
the Sacred Expoſitors, it is not only a 


Poſture of Content but of Alacrity? Ah! 


what 
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T What Cauſe of Alacrity, what Subject of 


Joy then cou 1d our miſerable Sufferer find 


to amuſe him? What, tho”, nauſeating every 
Aliment of his Life, which, like a rotted 


Marſh, had nothing to feed him with but 


the coarſeſt Weeds, he could bear; with a 
Steadineſs more than heroic, the Heaven- 

| bred Fire which conſumed his rich Flocks 
and his Fields, the Whirlwind which robb'd 


him of his Houſes and Hopes, and the 
Deſtruction which ſwept away his Riches 


and Servants ? Could he have Bowels of Ten- 


derneſs and not diſſolve them through his 
Eyes in Tears of Compaſſion for the tragic 


Cataſtrophe of ten Children taken-off at a a 


Stroke ? -Could he have any 2 left and 


not reſent the injurious inſolent Aggrava- 
tions of his taunting Friends? Could he 


have a Soul and not be fired with Indignation 
at the bitter deteſted Counſels and Suggeſtions 


of an ill-adviſed Conſort? What then, and 


where was the Matter to afford him Oc- 


caſion of Alacrity? Were his Sores, his Po- 


verty, Putrefaction and Pains ſuch Subjects 


of Joy, that Jos could fit and enjoy him- : 
{elf on his Dunghill? Ah Chriſtians! as 
Origenes juſtly obſerves on this Paſſage, We 


are not ſufficiently appriſed of the myſte- 
rious Comforts of a ee ee Hope. 


and lodges them in the Wounds of that 


crucified Ixsus, who is to heal them. Con- 


ſidering 


Jos- prophetically contemplates his Sores 
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ſidering thoſe Sores on the Dunghill he 


| bemoans them: But hence rifing to behold 


— 4 io being concern'd at 3 In ſhort; 
Ion in Pain is comforted with the foreſight 
of Jos.in Glory; Jos in Corruption rejoices 
at Jos. in Reſurrection. _ © Jos, ſays this 
learned Father, ſat content on the Dung- 
hill in the Enjoyment of his Worms; 


them glorious beyond the Dunghill, and 


boy wy preſent Jos with Jos Who is 


be, He bemoans only his preſent Weak+ 


< becauſe confident, that, after this Corrup- 
* tion, his Fleſh ſhould riſe to Incorruption. 


Ah! Methinks I ſee this holy Martyr. of | 


Patience fitting triumphant over his Mi- 


ſeries with all that Serenity which the 
- Holy-Ghoſt has recorded of him, and 


— 5 Nothing could give him but the 


ws mt R 
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bleſſed Foreſight of the ſacred Myſtery | 


| which this Day excites all our Tranſports 
of Joy. Courage (methinks he cries 
2 Courage my Soul) Naked came I out of 


« my Mother's Womb, and naked ſhall I 


* return. The Lord gave and the Lord 
* hath taken away: Les the Name of the 


«© Lord be bleſſed for Both. x Welcome 
« Loſſes! Welcome Pains | Which ſhall be 


© recover'd with ſo much Lucre and De. 


* light: Come then, Corruption, feed on 
<< theſe Sores; ſtrip theſe Members naked of 


. © Fleſh; lay-open to View theſe Bones and 


2 * Nerves and Sinews. Ah! There: will 
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te come; yes there will come a Day, when 
a better Portion ſhall fall to us, become 
Children of a fairer Inheritance. Already, 


& already do theſe Eyes, triumphant over 


Time and Diſtance, behold gloriouſly riſing 


from his. Sepulchre my Dear Redeemer, 
—— ſovereign Reſtorer, my univerſal only 


God. Hence is my Soul buoy'd-up 
with ſuch a joyful Hope as makes the 


e Matter of my Pains the Subject of my 
*© Joy: For I know that my Redeemer lives 


2 and gut 1 am 10 rife again from : the 


Earth. O Glorious Pattern of a Hope 
becoming Chriſtians! O how ſtinging a Re- 


Di 


Thus, ſays > Auguſtin, behold: how holy 


th Jos externally over-run with Worms 
and Corruption, inwardly. overflows with 
Immortality: And thus, ,/ay J, learn to 


believe and hope. 

Death, Deareſt Chriſtian Adios, may 
deſtroy us; annihilate us It cannot. It di- 
vides Indeed the Soul from the Body; but 
has not the Power to take away from Either 


the Seeds of their mutual Intimacy. No, 


no: Our Spirits ſhall return, muſt return 
to re- embtace theſe Members, dear 
to them indeed; but frailly, refractorily, 
treacherouſſy dear to them at preſent; 
whereas hereafter the very ſame Mem- 
bers ſhall be dear to them as ever, but 
or. II. . ſhall 


roach: Wil tinot Thou prove to the mean 
iffidence of ſlow-believing Chriſtians? 


F 
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ſhall be faithfully obediently eternally ſo, 


Away then, Doubts, and Fears, and 


Diffidences, from theſe Chriſtian Hearts! 
Away vain ſenſleſs Melancholy and Diſ- 
may! Come: Rather let us Joyfully | re- 
pair together to the Sepulchre of Chtiſt, 


. there to throw-off all idle Apprehen- 


ſions of that bleſſed Diſſolution which 
ſhall yield us fo ſubſtantially ſo glorionſty © 
ſo everlaſting to ourſelves. But in his 
Tomb? Ah! He is no more there. No 
matter. So much the more then, Be not 
diſmay d. You feek Jeſus .of Nazareth, 
who was crucified? And He is riſen?” And 
He is not here? The greater Reaſon then 
have You and to throwoff all our Fears of 
Death, now conquer'd, now dethroned. 
The Greater Cauſe have we with Joy to 
ſeek our Sepulchre in that of Ixsus, and; . 
lodged with our Affections in it, to truſt 
that we ſhall riſe with him. Ah! Let 
then theſe Bodies of Clay, diflolve when 
Gop ſhall pleaſe ; if they are to be new 
form'd again, never more to be diſſolved. 
Let the Corruption of this Fleſh 'be buried 


in the Earth, fince it fhall thence riſe 


forth to Incorruption. Come Death, and 
ſtrip us; the ſooner the better: Strip us of 


theſe Rags of Mortality, that They may be 
refitted into Robes of immortal Glory. 


What is it to us, whether ſooner or later we 


_ deſcend to rot a while in the Grave; when 


. . ture, 
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ſure, that our Redeemer liveth and that ue 
* ſhall riſe out of the Earth and ſhall be 
encompaſs'd again with our Skin and in our. 
Fleſh ſhall ſee Gon : Whom we ſhall ſee, 
Ourſelves; and our Eyes ſhall behold? * Ah! 7 xix. 
| With what Fears can Death or the Grave | 
affect us; while This Hope is laid up in our 
Beem? . | | 
O ho penurious nevertheleſs would not 
the Source of Joy be, which we draw, this 
Day, from the Reſurrection of Jzsvs ; if, 
after being thus gloriouſly reſtored to our- 
ſelves and to fach unſpeakable Advantage, 
We were again to endure the' Agony of - 
another Dilelution But ah my glorified 
Love! This, this is the Comfort tranſcending 
all other Comforts, that thy glorious Reſur- 
rection ſecures us from a ſecond Separation. 
What more joyousSight can we with for than 
to ſee our Souls become once more Inhabi- 
tants, but more happy Inhabitants for Eter- 
nity, of thoſe Bodies no longer frail, no 
longer wretched, no longer periſhable ; but 
firm happy and unalterable? O blefſedConſo- 
lation, the ſweeteſt which could ſhoot-forth 
to us from the Sepulchre of Jzsvs! Reaſon 
had the ingenious St. Peter Chryſologus to 
call the Sepulchre'a ſecond Kind of Womb, 
For Chriſt thence taking his ſacred Fleſh 
again was re- born to us with a Newneſs of 
Life no more ſubject to Diſſolution : And 
We, made Heirs to his bleſſed Prerogatives, 
25 71 Tis once 
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once We have had theſe Members re- mo- 


del'd in the ſecond Womb of tbe Grave, ſhall 
be put in Poſſeſſion of the ſame glorious 
Advantages. Ves theſe Bodies ſhall riſe 


thence more beauteous than before, without 


ever being disfigured by any Deformity; | 
ever in Peace undiſturb'd by Diſſention; 


always pure, without danger from Incen- 


tives; always in Health, free from Humours 


to annoy it; always in Joy which no 


Nuſance ſhall approach to moleſt; always | 


c in Day (as St. Zeno deſcribes * it) which 
* nor Night ſhall eclipſe, nor Cloud over 


es ſpread, nor Shadow diſturb. 


So tender, ſo tranſporting is this Thought, 4 


| that, violenting all the Faculties of my Sonl, 


It diſables me from - purſuing this Subject. 
Ah deareſt Auditors! With what Regret do 
1 drop here the Matter of our greateſt Con- 
ſolation, becauſe too abounding with De- 


light is the Argument to dwell on it, with- 
out weakening our: Senſes! O could I alſo 


but drop with the Matter of my Joy, the 
Body of this Death which ſo depreſſes the 


Vivacity of niy Hopes! O lovely Stars, which, 


ſhining ſo mails at Night, are eclipſed ere 


the Dawn ! O ſprightly Flowers, which, 
gayly blooming in the Morning, languiſh 
with the ſetting Sun! How do I envy the 


ſhortneſs of your Exiſtence on the Earth ? 
How do my yearning Vitals, with anxious 


W ſend forth their eagereſt 
Sighs 


On EASTER SUNDAY. 325 I 

Sighs after the Life and Author of all Life 
and Exiſtence: O my -Redeemer! What 
with-holds me from taking Refuge in that 
Sepulchre, in that Grave, which Thou has't 
paſt through to enrich Chriſtianiſm with | 
the nobleſt Pretenſions? What ſhall I ſay 
but, with St. Paul, * that, I am ftrait- fil. 
end. having Defire to be diſſolved and _ 
be with Cbrift. Ab! We are ſtraiten'd ; Ves: 
And therefore unable to ſay more; let me 
ſhut me up within me. O my Soul! I ask 
thee no Queſtions, why Thou delayeſt Thus 
to quit this Priſon of Mortality, It is fit 
the Will of Heaven ſhould be thine. But 
O my Heart! O my Fleſh! O my Senſes! 
With'Yow let me reaſon, Why this ſtrange 
Repugnance to Death and the Grave? The 
Point is, to throw- off the miſerable Con- 
dition of a Body full of Pains, full of Achs, 
full of Wants, full of Wretchedneſs, Mor- 
tal, prone to Sin, prone to Folly, prone to 

Deſtruction ; and That in order to put-on 
again this fame Body in a perfect State, a 
State of Eaſe, a State of Freedom, a State 
of Delight, ſecured from every Want, every 
Danger, every Evil: And yet ſhall you 
ſtart-back at the Thought of Death, with 
a Horror and Diſmay, lige Others who have 
not Hope? Away, away with theſe idle 
Terrors: Remember that, FU and Blood 

in it's preſent miſerable Condition, cannot 
8 7 eſs the Kingdom of God: Neither ſhall 
Corruption 
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iC. Corruption poſſeſs Incorruption. * No: To 
live eternally with Chriſt you muſt die with 
Chriſt, For. this Corruptible muſt put-on 
Incorruption; and this Mortal put-on Immor- 
tality. And when this Mortal hath put-on 
Immortality; then indeed ſhall Death be 
"+ Bid. fwallow'd-up in Victory, +. the Victory 
which this glorious Day has wrought. Away 
then, once more, I ſay, with your vain 
Terrors: See in Spirit how your Redeemer | 
ſhews you his ſacred Scars all-brilliant with _ | 
glorious Splendor. Behold his ſacred Body, 
one Time all livid torne and ſhamefully 
disfigured, now gay and firm and luminous; 
immortal glorified and heavenly : Such 
too ſhall all our Bodies be, if we ſuſtain 
with him. Under/iapd what I ſay, ſays 
t Tm. ü. our Apoſtle, Be mindful, that our Lord, 
Ixsus CuRIST 7s riſen again from the 
Dead. A faithful Saying : For if we be 
dead with him; we ſhall alſo live with him. 
Tf we fuſftain; we ſhall alſo reign with 
bim. Such Beloved Auditors, Such is the 
exquiſit Comfort which our Divine Lord's 
Reſurrection is big with to every Chriſtian, 
who takes Care to imitate him in it by riſing 
with him in Spirit. 


II. If you have accompanied your Saviour 
in his Death, Beloved Chriſtians, by becom- 
ing dead to Sin and ſinful Inclinations; you 

are now, I hope riſen, with him to a Life 
| A | . of 


"tp" "1008 His 
* — we 7 


like his, muſt conſiſt in a ſteady Perſe- 
own ſake: Chriſt is riſen for Vours. He 


triumph over Sin and take from You that 


ſhaken in his Love, 20 die no more to Grace; 


the perfect Newneſs of vour Deſires. 


| bidden with Chriſt in Gap. + And the f 37%. 


Lord, let me once more, Chriſtians, invite 


On RAGE A Sven DAU. | 30 5 
of Grace. Your Reſurrection then, to bo 


verance in Grace. Chriſt is riſen for his 


is riſen for his own ſake, to conquer Death: +28 
And therefore now He farids; He dies no = 
more; Death ſhall Have no more Dominion 

oer bim. He is riſen for Your ſakes, to 


only Sting of Death: Therefore ate yon in 
Imitation of him henceforth to fand un- 


Death: muſs have 10 more Dominion over 
you, by any future Relapſe == Sin, into 
ſinful Occafions, or Affections mins 
the Standard of your Relurreftion muſt be 


Wherefore,. ſays St. Paul, F ya be 'r7ſen 
with Chriſt ſock the Thin gs aobith —— 
here Chriſt is filling ot" the R Right-Hatd „, 
of Go. Mind the Things which are above; 
rot the Things 0 are an Earth, & Ff 5 
if you really are tiſen with Chriſt; r 
are Dead to the World: And yaur Life rs 


bleſſed Fruit of this ſpiritual ReſurreQion 

will be, that, when —_— your Life, ſhall 

appear; then ou: .alſo fhall 9 1 5 with I 

Bm in Glary. 1 11 
To take then a pefect Plan of our 1 | 

tyal Reſurrection from That of our Divine 


you 
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you to accompany” me, with thg'Spices of 
a perfect Zeal and Humility, to the Monu- 
ment of my Jzsvs;' Here let us con- 
template our glorious Model, triumphant 
over his Tomb and learn to triumph with 
him. But here, did I ſay? No: I forgot 
lions who was crucified, ig riſen. His vacant 
Monument foreſtalls the Angels Teſtimony, 
that He is riſen: Tis vain then to ſeek 
him, at his Tomb, now He is riſen. Ves, 
s; it is quite in vain. He is not there; the 
e Meſſenger declares. Ah! Where 
then celeſtial Spirit, where ſhall we ſeek 
him? “ Where? Not in his Tomb, re- 
s pres: the Angel.” Jxsus when crucified, 
6e Was laid in this Sepulchre. But now 
* He, is riſen: He. if not. leren Bebold 
* the: Place where | they: lay d him, and be 
© convinced, that He has now forſaken it; 
that He has turn d ihis back on it, never 
0 to return to it again. Now He Kandis 
He dirs no more; Death flall have no 
« more Domi nion over him. Go: then; and 
wot if you died to Sin a8 He died for it: > won 
* Go then, and if you are riſen to Grace, 


0 


= 


as He to Glory; copy after him: For-, 
te ſake the Sepulchre of your former Cor- 
<<. ruptions,. never more. to revert; to it. 
& Stand firm in your good . Purpoſes, die 
t no more to His Grace, by Relapſes. Let 
te the Death of Sin and ſinful Affections 
* have no more Dominion over Nu. You 
cc ſeek 
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U (ok Feſus of Nazareth who was cruci- 
4 4% He is riſen: Ne is not bere. G 
©* then, once more ; and if you ſeek him 
in good earneſt with the Deſire of find- 
e img him, ſeek him where he is, not 
e where he is not. Behold (concludes the 
Angel not without Myſtery) He goes be- 
* fore you into GALILEE: There You 


©. ſhall fee him.” TO GaLILEE then, 
Beloved Chriſtians! To- GAL TL EE. 


However heedleſsly You may have over- 
Warts this Paſſage in our Goſpel: Believe 
me, It has it's Myſtery; and carries with 
it an important Leſſon worthy of your At- 

tention. GALILEE in Hebrew * No- 
thing leſs than Revolution. Ixsus then 
after his Reſurrection went into Revolution ; 
paſsd into a total Change, a perfect New- 
neſs, ſtill perfectly the Same, yet; perfectly 
Another: The ſame: in his Fleſh but not 
in the Qualities of it. 0 glorious Revolu- 
tion of Chriſt's ſacred Body in his Bleſſed 
Reſurrection, fromthe Sepulchre to Galzlee, 
from Inanimacy to Agility, from Pain to Im- 
paſſibility, from neceſſary Extention to Pene- 
trability, from Death to Immortality, from 
Confinement to Liberty, from Oppreſſion 
to Triumph, from tranſitory Shame to 
endleſs Glory! O Deareſt Chriſtians of 
mine! Such was the Revolution your cru- 
cified Redeemer paſs'd over to, in his glo- 
rious Reſurrection, which makes, this Day, 
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the Subject of our Joy, the Matter of our 


greateſt Conſolation, the Object of our 


Chriſtian. Hope. And O my triumphant 


Love! O my reſplendent Jzsvs! grant this 


our Hope may be well- grounded ! It wilt 
be ſo, Beloved; if you take care to copy 
after him in your ſpiritual Reſurrection, 
by paſſing forthwith into a ſerious Revo- 
lution of yourſelves, a total Change of your 
Manners, a perfect Newneſs of your Lives. 
O the glorious Share you will have in the 
bleſſed Fruits of your Jeſus's Reſurrection; 


if, riſing Spiritually with him, you paſs 


after him from the Sepulchre of your 


former Vices to the Galilee. of a perfect 
Converſion; from Indolence and ſpiritual 


Sloth to Earneſtneſs and Fervor in Good; 
from ſuffering unfruitfully in the Cauſe 


of Vice to ſuffering with Advantage for 


the Cauſe of Virtue; from Obduracy of 
Heart to the yielding Senſibility of Mercy 
and Charity; from the Death of Sin to 


a Life of Righteouſneſs; from the Slave 


of Satan to the Liberty where with Chriſt | 
has made us free; from the Weight of | 
Guilt to the Lightneſs of a good Conſcience; 


and from the Ignominy of a ſcandalous 
Conduct to the giving Glory to Gop in. an 


edifying Deportment. To GAL1LEE then, 
to GALILEE, beloved Chriſtians : There 
you ſtall ſee Ixsus. If You ſeek him there; 
You ſhall ſurely find him, In this Revo- 

il FT lution, 
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lation, in this perfect Change of yourſelves, 
in this Galilee muſt your ſpiritual Reſur- 
rection conſiſt: In this muſt it be made 


manifeſt, If in this you are ſeen to Jesvs ; . 


- wiſe. © | | | 
, - Toriſe then, to rejoice, to be glorified 
with Chriſt, riſe with him, be perfectly 
changed with him ; be New with him in 
Spirit, tho' the ſame in Perſon, In ſhort, 
as St. Paul ſays, Mortiſy therefore your 
Members which are upon Earth, Formca- 
tion, Undeanneſs, Luſt, Evil. Concupi ſcence 
and Avarice which is the Service of Idols. 
Lay You alſo away Anger, Indignation, 
Malice, Blaſphemy, filthy Talk out of your 


Jeſus will be ſeen to You : But not other- 


Mouth. Lye not One to Another. * It is cat 


for theſe Things the Wrath of Gop cometh i. 
upon the Children of Incredulity. In which 
alſo you walk'd ſometime, when you lived in 
them. + But now, I hope, You are Dead f Bid. 
to Theſe, and your Life is hidden with 
Chriſt in Gop. It is now Time then for 

you to live henceforth a quite oppoſit Lite, 

and to put-on, as the Elect of Gor holy and 
beloved, the Bowels of Mercy, Benignity, 
Humility, Modeſty, Patience ſupporting 
One- Another ; and pardoning One- Another, 

if Any have a,Quarrel againſt any Man : 
As alſo our Lord hath pardon'd us; jo 

alſo You. I In ſhort, Dear Fellow-Strugglers, f id. 
If you have hitherto been guilty of Unclean- 

11 U u 2 | neſs 3 


332 


| On: EAST E R Sv. Ar 
neſs; your Lives muſt: henceforth be all 


Purity and Innocence: If you have deſpiſed 


the Love of Gep to ſerve — Idols of your: 


Avarice; you muſt away with thoſe — | 
Gops from before him, and give yourſelves 


up to him for the future in the ſteady Love 
of Juſtice, Purſuit of Mercy, and humble 


Walking in his holy Fear: If you have been | 


Slayes to Paſſion, Malice and Revenge; You 
muſt from this time forward throw-off 
thoſe flaviſh Bands and practice Meekneſs 
with Freedom, Mercy with Simplicity, and 
Forgiveneſs with Cordiality: And if you 
have hitherto been --- (what ſhall I fay? )--- 
Any-Thing which you ſhould not have 
been; throw-off that Any- Thing, whatever 
it be. And /iripping Serbs, of the Old. 
Man with his Acts, put-on the New, Him | 
who 1s renew'd unto Knowledge, * by the 


Grace of a glorious perfect Reſurrection. 


'You, O hitherto Libidinous | Rifen "28 
the Sepulchre the loathſome Sepulchre of 


your Uncleanneſs, You muſt return no more 


thither ; you muſt never approach near it 


more. Vou muſt flee forever from that 


private Party, that licentious Company, the 
enſnaring Converſation - of that Woman; 
from that Bagnio, that Coffee-houſe,. that 


Tavern; from that Aſſemhly, that Occa- 


ſion, that other Stumbling- block. Hitherto 
you have dwelt in the Stye of Swine ; What 


ſaid T: ? You have been buried in. a Se- 


pu lchre 


pulchre of Filth, of Corruption, of Horror; 


the Jakes of Worms, af Inſects, of Vermin. 
Now you are paſs'd to the Galilee of a 
perfect Purity, Now you mult be all Con- 


tinency, all Charity, all Parity. And your 


Habitation muſt be ſo clean, ſo chaſte, ſo 
ſpotleſs, that Angels may delight to accom- 


pany you and Jesvs may delight in con- 


verfing with You. O hitherto Revengeful 


You once paſs d, with ſhameful Revolution 
from fraternal. Charity to fraternal Hatred; 
from the Life of Grace, to the Sepulchre of 
Revenge: But now you muſt paſs from the 


Sepulchre to Galilee : Now to enjoy the 


Benefit of your Saviour's Reſurrection, your 
_ ſpiritual Revolution muſt be from Refent- 


ment to Patience, from Paſſion to Meek. 


neſs, from Revenge to Forgiveneſs. 'That ' 


'JesUs CHRIST, whom You, this Day, 
adore and joy in the Reſurrection of, had 
much more bitter Enemies than yours are, 
_ endured much more cruet Injuries: than 


You evet did, and ſubmitted to much more 
crying Injuſtices than ere were done to You. _ 
Vet did He not only forbear to wreak Ven- 


geance on his Enemies; not only did He | 


forget the Outrages done him; not only 
pardon them; but ih the Midſt of his worſt 
Treatment pray'd for Thoſe who treated 
him thus barbarouſly : Nay more: Hear O 
refentful Chriſtians, and take Example: 
He even died for Them as well as for 
| 4 | vou; 
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You; riſe again for them as well as for y 
you; and went before into Galilee to be 


ſeen by, and reconciled with them as well 


as You. In vain then do you believe in his 


Death, in vain do you rejoice in his Reſur- 
rection, if you copy not his Example. If You 
forgive not with him and like him; if you 


part not with every Grudge, every Rancour ; 
you prefer the Sepulchre of your former 


Enmity to the bleſſed ' Galilee of Charity 
and therefore will never be entitled to ſee 


the Face of your Lord who is riſen and 


gone before you into Galilee, where 


alone you can ſee him. Ah! Chriſtians 


be reſolute then: Quit the hateful Sepulchre 
of former Enmities Vengeance and Ran- 


cour; full of Nothing but Anxiety, Reft- 


leſſneſs, Fury, - Diſorders and inceſſant 


Horror. And go forwards to the bleſſed 
Galilee, the happy State of Charity and 
' Reconciliation, In That it is you muſt 


ſeek, -and in That alone you will ſee your 
Jzsus. who was crucified for Charity. 
There all is Calm, all is in Peace: 


Where Charity reigns, no Diſcontents can 
enter 'to oppreſs the Heart; no Regrets 


to moleſt the Mind; no Jealoufies can 


break Peace; no Injuries can move In- 
dignation ; no Broils can interrupt Repoſe : 


For Charity ſoftens and ſweetens every Inci- 


dent; fills the Soul with unchangeable 


Chearfulneſs; diſſipates every Cloud of 
Diſguſt; 
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Diſguſt; makes the heavieſt Burdens light of 


Carriage; and provides Wine and Oil to 
heal up every Sore. -O Miſers ! O Covetous ! 
O Worldlings! You too have paſs'd from the 
= Life of Obedience to Gop's Laws to the 
3 Sepulchre of ſordid Lucre. Hitherto Many 
of you have made no Scruple of devour- 
ing the Subſtance. of your Neighbour, no 


Scruple of gnawing it away with Your - 


Uſury and Oppreſſions, no Scruple of con- 


ſuming or at leaſt diminiſhing it with youunnF 


| Frauds and Infidelities: And Moſt of 

You have at leaſt thought of Nothing fo 
much as of becoming Rich. You have now 
then another quite oppoſit Revolution to 
make: From the Sepulchre to Galilee. If 
You are deſirous of riſing fruitfully with 
Chriſt ; you muſt follow Chriſt, Behold He 
goes before you into Galilee : There you ſhall 


ſee him, He is riſen to a perfect Change of 


State, a perfect Newneſs: So muſt you. 
Your Change muſt now be from your 
fraudulent Trafick to lawful Commerce. 
Lou muſt paſs from injuring your Brethren 
to righting them, from oppreſſing them to 


ſuccouring them: You muſt paſs. yet farther 


from wronging them to making Reſtitution 
where it is due, whether of Subſtance or of 
Fame : And you who have not where with 
to reſtore what You ought, muſt wiſh to 
do it, long to do it, reſolye to do it when 
able, and redouble your Induſtry to become 

| able, 
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able. Even You whb have happily no 


Reſtitution to make; have at leaſt” = 
Change alſo to labour at, a Change one 


the inordinate Love of Temporal Riches, to. | 


a fervent Deſire of Eternal Treaſures. In 
ſhort, , you are riſen. auith Chriſt ſeo the 
Things» which are above, where Feſus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified node 78 
. riſen, ſits at the | Right Hand of Gon: 
Mind the Things vluch are above ny not 
the Things which are on Earth. | 
You fee, Chriſtians, in what your pedal 
Reęſurrection muſt conſiſt; You ſee by What 
Means, you are to imitate your divine Lord 
in his glorious Refurrection. Remember 
that this Day we celebrate the 'new Paſchal 
Solemnity of the Lord. And This, ſays the 
ſacred Code, is the Pn ASE, that is, thePaſſnge 
of the Lord, And truly is it che Paſſage of 
the Lord, if we make it along with him: 
In- as-much as it is his Grace which enables 
us ſo to do. Implore of him then this Grace 
of a total Paſſage, this Grace of a happy Re- 
volution, this Grace of a perfect Change: 
Implore it with Fervor, Humility and Per- 
ſeverance, and He will certainly grant it. 
To conclude, Reverting Sinners: | The 
Night is now paſt, the Day is come, the 
Great Day of the triumphant Reſurrection of 
JEsus Chriſt. Paſs then with him from the 
Sepulchre to Galilee, from the Darkneſs of 
Sin, to the Light of Grace, Nu have. been 


One- 
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one-while Darkneſs : But now, I hope, you | 

are Light in our Lord, * by the Grace of ha 
your Eaſter Communion. Jeſus of Naza- = 
reth, who was,crucified, is riſen : He uam 
you ſeek is no more in his Sepulehre: He 
can no more put- up with the Society of 
the Dead. That he died, it was for once 
and no more: That He livetb, He liuvetb to 
Gop; and That forever. For You: then to 
live with him, you muſt henceforth live, like 
Him, a Life of Newneſs; a Life of Sanctity; 
a Life all heavenly, all given to Gop. This 


is the only Means to drown the Terrors of 


Death, the greateſt of our Miſeries upon: 
Earth, in that greateſt of Conſolations which 
the ſacred Miſtery of our Divine Lord's 
Reſurrection is big with; the reaſonable 
Hope of ſharing in his Immortality: This 
is the ſure Means of giving, on this Day 


which the Lord has made, Honour to Chriſt, 


Pleaſure to the Angels, Glory to Gop, and 
Joy to His Church: And by this Means 
You will reap to yourſelves an Eternity of 


Joy; and! and ſuch a Joy, ſays the Lord, 


as No-One ſhall take from Nu. 
O Children of Men then; let me fay with 


the Pfalmiſt ! How lang will you remain 


thus heavy of Heart? Why do You delight 
in Vanity and ſeek a Lye? “ You want to Pale iv. 
be happy? And can you then expect to 
find that Happineſs in Emptineſs and 
Vor, II, X Xx Fiction? 
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Fiction? Know, once for Good, that the 
Lord hath render his Holy-One wonder- 


Bid. ful, * on purpoſe, that, fixing your Admi- 


+ Bid. 


ration on him, he might fettle your Hope 


fingularly f. on him. Does not your Saviour 


ſhew, ia his bleſſed Reſurrection, where 
you ought to ſeek your ſovereign only 


Beatitude? Ah! ſeek it then above, where 


He is, and where alone That is: Nor 
upon Earth, where He is not, nor conſe- 
quently That can be. 'The Happineſs You 
are forever in Search of is a real ſub- ' 
ſtantial Good. But ah! It is not to be 
found on Earth, You ſeek Feſus of Naza- 
reth, who was crucified? He 1s riſen: He 
is not not here, He goes before you to 
Galilee: He is gone before you to Hea- 
ven. There you fhall ſee him: There 


you ſhall find him, and in him your only 
Happineſs: To Heaven then, My Brethren, 
to Heaven, let us aſpire. There it is We 


ſhall find, there it is we fhall love, there it 
is we ſhall enjoy, a bliſsful Good; the Sight 
of which will never tire: us, the Love of 
which will never be extinguifh'd, the En- 
joyment of which will never cloy us, the 
Glory of which will never end. O ma 

our Souls henceforth, deſpiſing all beſides, 
with all their Power and Affections cling 
to This! I beſeech Gop: In the Name, &c. 


SERMON 


St. JOHN XX. 19. 


4 Jesvs came and food in the Midft of his 


j Diſciples, and ſay'thi to them: Peace be 
to you,” 


how ſtrangely Aclading is the 
World! O how unaccountabl 

deluded are the Followers of 
the World! Horrid Fraud of 
That! Horrid Infatuation of 
This! Who would believe it, Chriſtians ? 
The World has found the Means to render 
Virtue odious : And Gop, with all his ado- 
rable Attributes, is not yet become amiable 
in the Sight of Worldlings! The World, 
with it's native Perfidy has taken Care to 
delineate: Virtue in the lying Colours of a 
poor, oppreſſive, N auſtere and cruel 


Miſtreſs, 
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Miſtreſs, which, rich only in Spleen, has 
Nothing to reward it's Adherents with but 
Miſery and Want. And O what a horrid 
jumble of forbidden Features do not World- 


lings give to their Ideas of the Gop of Hoſts ! 


They repreſent him to their Imagination 
as a Being extremely ſevere, unrelenting, 
furious, who is ever leveling with Sword in 


hand at the Deſtruction ob his Servants ; 


who is always ſeeking his Diverſion in their 


Miſeries and e on their Diſtreſſes; and 


whoſe Rigour is ſuch as makes it but one 
and the fame thing to give themſelves up to 
Gop, and to give-up forever the Enjoy- 
ment of every Pleaſure! In ſhort, there is 
no one Terror in Holy-Writ which they do 
not make uſe of to make the very Name of 


the Almighty terrifying. But let us diſcard ; 


this Phantom Idea of our Gop, this lyin 
Picture of him, form'd out of all which 


our Fears and Ignorance or Satan's Malice 


cold mlcpenhim wit and rh | 
out of Nothing of all which is really like | 


him. What! Is there any thing after all of 
ſo horrible in Gop, as is believed by Some? 
No, no: Gop has not any Cauſe of Horrors 
in him. He the Enemy of our Eaſe and 


Comfort? He envious of our Peace and 


Joy? Ah! It is baſe ungrateful and perfi- 
dious Blaſphemy. It is-a grievous Qutrage 


done to our good and gracious Gop barely | 
| "to ſuſpect him of being thus cruel or ſeyere. | 


But 
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But bow does not even He-himſelf effectually 
convince us of the contrary? Hear you not 


the enchanting Accents with which he 


labours to diſpel all the ſullen Clouds of our 
| ill-grounded Diffidences, when, /fanding in 
the Midft of his Diſciples, he ſaith: Peace be 
with You ? See you not the ſacred Wounds 
with which he purchaſed for you the Peace 
he profers You? That Peace is yours then 


for accepting, It is not therefore, like the. 
fallacious Peace of Worldlings, ever in Re- 
verſion never in Poſſeſſion. No, Beloved; 


on the Reverſe. The Peace which Gon 
and Jesvs have to give is certain and imme- 
diate. Whenever we find Gop We have 
found and gotten Poſſeſſion of true Peace. O 
Chriſtians! How long will you remain 
undetermin'd to this Truth! How long 
will you be froward and heſitate to ſeek 
this Peace which J=sus offers, this only 
Peace worth having? O that I might be 
ſo happy as to become this Day a ſucceſsful 
Interpreter of Ixsus's Words here cited to 
You! ft And why ſhall I not at leaſt endeavour 
at it? Attend then, Beloved Chriſtians, 
and be convinced of two Maxims as true as 


they. are little underſtood, Whatever may 


be faid, it is very certain : 


I. That Life is not worth poſſeſſing with- 
out Peace: And 


II. That, They ſeek Peace in vain who 
ſeek it out of God, 
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*© O Cop, Thou Author of all Happi- 
neſs and ſacred Center of all Peace 


which can be worth enjoying! O give 
thy Servants that bleſt, that ſolid Quiet 


which the World has not to give and 


which is no where to be found but in 


thyſelf. O finiſh to convince us that 
this rude reſtleſs Earth is not the Place 


where true Tranquility reſides; that, our 


Hearts no longer fixt on vain Purſuits, 


may henceforth riſe above the Joys of 
this fallacious Life, to ſeek their only 
true Repoſe in loving and exulting with 
Thee.” | 


1. it i not without: Reaſon. that” the 
e who at the Birth of Chriſt were ſent 


enounce his Arrival on Earth, to the 


the Name of Peace. No, no: That Divine 


Lord from all Eternity was the great Me- 


diator and Lover of our Peace: Nay, as the 


great Apoſtle of the Gentils ſtiles him, He 
#5 our Peace itſelf, who hath made Both 
One; that He may create the Two in himſelf 
into one New Man, making Peace. The 


chief End of his coming into this World, 


was to reſtore us to the true and ſolid 


Peace, which we had loſt by purſuing the 


Peace of Sinners. Therefore did He ſet- 
out with making a perfect Reconciliation 


between Gop and Man, by uniting. both 


Natures 
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Natures in one Hypoſtatic Union under 
his own ſacred Perſonality. Therefore did 
He make Peace the chief Object of his 


Preachings and Practice. Therefore did 
He recommend it frequently in his Ser- 


mons to his Apoſtles. Therefore did He 
enjoin them to inculcate the Same to their 
Diſciples. Therefore did He bequeath it to 
them as his laſt Legacy. And therefore does 
He now, after bis Reſurrection, offer to put 
them in Poſſeſſion of it; if they will but 
apply to him for it. And no Wonder is 
it, that Jesvs, who came on Eath purpoſely 


that + may have Life and have' it more 


343 


abundantly, * ſhould be thus ſollicitous of St. Jahn 


our Peace, the only Property which can © 


render Life a real Bleſſing. For as he him- 
ſelf bears Witneſs, The Pacific only are 


the true Children of Gop, and : conſe- 


quently the only Perſons who can be 
deem'd effectually Bleſſed: Since the Al- 
mighty's chief Deſign in fixing us a while 
in this Life is, that, proving ourſelves true 
and worthy Children of Gop while on 
Earth, by our truly Chriſtian Purſuit of 
Peace amidſt the many Struggles of our 


preſent Warfare, We may be lifted to the 


eternal Inheritance of Heirs to Gop and 
Coheirs with Chriſt in that immortal future 
State of bliſsful Triumph which He origi- 
nally created us for. That Peace then, 
Ne may enable us to attain to This, is 


"the | 
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the only Bleſſing worth our living for. 
Nay, I ſay more: Life, without this Peace, 
cannot be worth poſſeſſing. For after all, 
to what a miſerable Purpoſe ſball we have 
lived, (if we may call it living) if, for Want 
of neceſſary Peace in this Life, we ſhould 
be doom'd never to know a Minute's Peace 
in the Next. If, I /ay, it may be call'd 
living. For, with Me, it is a Doubt as yet 
unſolved: whether Exiſting in a State of 
conſtant Diſquiet, be not rather better 
call'd a ſlow-conſuming Death, a gradual 

Diſſolution than a State of Life. * 
Peace in it's Self contains a kind of cloſe 
Analogy with Providence, a kind of Pro- 
_ vidential Dignity, The World itſelf. could 
not ſubſiſt without it. It is the mutual 
Harmony reigning between the Elements, 
which preſerves It in it's actual Exiſtence. 
Loet but the mutual Concord between Air 
and Fire, and Earth and Water be diſſolved; 
and ſtrait the World ſhall be refolved into 
it's Mother Chaos. So let theſe Principles 
but war againſt One- another in the Human 
Frame, and natural Life grows ſick; the 
Body waſtes; and (if there be not Peace 
reſtored among the elemental Qualities of 
which his Body is compoſed) the Man muſt 
_ How is not every Private Family and 
very Common-Weal diſturb'd and hurried 
_ Diſſolution; if Peace preſide not in 
the Midſt of it, to exert a Providential Care 
of 
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of | it's Exiſtence ? Wherefore ſays Chriſt : 
Every Kingdom divided againſt itſelf ſhall 


be made deſolate and every City or Hooſe ,, 
divided againſt itſelf ſhall nat ford, * Thus; 


too is it impoſſible for Human Life to be 
enjoy'd in any rational Conſideration where 


inward Peace reſides not in the Heart- to | 
make Life worth Tae. g? 


This is a Truth ſo obvious to every Eye 
that All Mankind appear convinced of it. 


And therefore All cry-out for Peace; All 
yearn after it, ſigh after it, run after it. 


And all: the Subject of the univerſal Toils 
and Sweats and Wars and Conteſts and 


Purſnits, which occupy the Thoughts and 
Wiſhes Time and Talents of Mankind 


What is it, but to graſp One Minute's true 


Enjoyment. of Tranquillity, that only 
Bleſſing worth their living for. Why 
does if Miſer carefully hoard-up his 
uſeleſs Wealth; ſtill — for more; and, 
with an Abſtemiouſneſs which Hermits 
would find Difficulty to exceed, deny him- 


ſelf even a ſcanty Taſte of all the Fruits of 


a laborious Induſtry? Why cark and care 
and work and gain and have and ſtarve in 
the very Midſt of Plenty, but that He hopes 
in Time to accumulate ſuch Plenty as may 
reward his yet infatiable Cupidity with final 


Peace? But does he ever reach to the Poſ- 


ſeſſion of the darling Object? Ah no! His 
Avarice encreaſing with his Wealth, his 
Vor. II. by ih Wants 
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Wants out-growing his enormous ' Acqui 
fittons, his Cares redoubled with his Heaps, 
keep bim forever on the Rack of ſullen 
Doubt; torture him perpetually with Dreads 
of loſing what he has and Eagerneſs of add- 
ing to his fruitleſs Stores; and, wringing 
his wretched Heart with gloomy Jealouſies 


of Every-One he knows, or Servant or Re- 


lation, or Enemy or Friend, fill his Ima- 
gination with ten thouſand Terrors which 
rob him of his Peace by Day and even of 


his Reft by Night. Every Word affords 


* Taiah 
x\vill. & 


him Subject of Suſpicion: Every Look is 
Matter for Anxiety: Every ſudden Noiſe 
ſhall make him ſtart : Every Interval of Si- 
lence throws him into Panics, The Day, 
He thinks, may treacherouſly betray his 
Hoards ; and Dusk, he apprehends, may 
favour Treachery and Theft, In ſhort, 
abroad, at-home, in Company, alone, | 
awake or flumbering, his Mind and Heart 
are ever m a Flutter; and, ever on the 
Wing in the fatiguing Search of Peace, 
He every-day moves wider from 'it than 
before: And why? Ah! the Reaſon is too 
evident. He ſeeks for Peace where it is 
not. He ſeeks it in abundance of Wealth: 
He ſeeks it in ſinful Attachments. In a 
word, he ſeeks it in Wickedneſs: Whereas 


® there 5s no Peace to the M. icked, Jays the 
Lord. 


What 
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What, think you, Beloved, are the Wan- 
ton and Luxurious in Search of; but Peace? 

Why ſpend their Patrimony, waſte the 
Bloom of Life, deſtroy their Health, ex- 
poſe their Fortune, Reputation, and Liberty 
and Life and Souls in Riotous Diverſions, 
toilſome Amuſements, and the - moſt fa- 
tiguing Diſſipations; but that they hope to 
find, one day, a laſting endleſs Peace in 
the Poſſeſſion of the empty falſe and flatter- 
ing Pleaſures they purſue? And do they _. 
find it ever? Alas the contrary is evident 
in the Diſeaſes Loſſes of Limbs,” of Sub- 
ſtance, Reputation, Eaſe and Quiet, which 
in general attend inordinate © Enjoyment. 
What Hazards, Labours,  Anxieties, and 
Cares and Toils, and rude Fatigues, with 
Diſappointments, Perplexities, Vexations 
and Mis-haps, attend the bare Purſuit of ſen- 
ſual Pleaſures of every Sort! And when 
attain'd, (if that be ever) what ſpeedy Loath- 
ings follow! How. ſoon does Spleen, Fatigue, 
and gloomy Diſappointment and Remorſe 
ſucceed ! Not to mention the Shame, Diſ- 
grace, Reſentment, Penury, Diſquiet, Sick- 
neſs; and innumerable Cataſtrophes, which 
oftentimes enſue.” And whence: comes it 
that Peace forever flees the Embraces of 
theſe induſtrious Searchers, but that their 
Induſtry is miſapplied ? But ah! Where is 
the Wonder; that their Purſuits of Peace 
mould lead them wide of it ; when they 
HOVE 1 ＋ 5 2 N 1 
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are ſeeking it in every Path but where it 


may be overtaken ? They ſeek their Peace 


in earthly Pleaſures: They ſeek it in pro- 
fane Attachments: To ſpeak more plainly, 
they ſeek it in the Paths of Wickedneſs; 
and therefore never find it. For, There 
is no Peace to the Wicked ſays the Lord. 
ell me, Ambitious Mortals; Have you 
ever yet been able to procure one diſtant 
Sight of Peace with all your Labours and 
Sollicitudes? And yet what Diligence, what 
Study, what Toils or what Attendance have 
you ſpared, to gain this Poſt, to graſp that 
Power, to obtain this other Title Dignity 
or Pre-etninence? And have all Theſe toge- 
ther ever help'd you to one Minute's Quiet ? 
Not in the Purſuit, at leaſt, For O what a 
deal of thinking, working, walking, wait- 
ing, talking, cringing, has it not coſt you 
to ſollicit your Promotion among the 
Great! How often have you applied and 
been repulſed! How often applied again 
and bees diſmiſt with empty-handed Hopes; 
but not without a Heart brimful of Doubt 
Difguſt and Rage of Diſappointment! What 
Inſults, in a word, what Treacheries, what 
ſervil painful and undue Submiſſions, on 
Side: What Grievances, Affronts and In- 
ſolences, on the Part of Thoſe whoſe Inteteſt 
you ſolicited, have you been forced to 
off your ſweating reddening Brow, for fear 
of * this Man in Power or thut 
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Purſuit ! No Matter: You have gain d your 


| Intercourſe with Peace? Ah no! The Poſt 
enjoy d, the Power Pre-eminence or Dig- 
nity obtain'd, ſtrait is the former Ambition 


yet higher: And with the encreaſing Paſ- 
fion, your Anxiety encreafes. O what Fears ! 
What Doubts! What Circumſpections, not 
to loſe the Ground already pain'd ! What 


loftier Eminence! What -Jealoufies ! What 
Envies! What Hatreds! What Grudges 
naw you; at the Sight of this Competitor! 
hat Fury ſwells you with Averfion from 
that Other who is, or ſeems, in your Way! 


Reſtleſſneſs, amidſt a jarring Tumult of un- 


Pomp and earthly Vanitles : "You who are 


10 Ide Wicked, fays he Lord? © 
- You; O Revehgtful ! Yo, 0 dnplaeibt) 
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Point at laſt, But has it help'd you to an 


changed into a greater, an Ambixion ko riſe 


Study, Labonr and — 2 to gain that 


| How are you torne, for ever on the Rick of 


ruly Paffions, of Hope, Deſpair,” Preſump- 
tion, Diſſidence, Ambition and Diſdain! 
And yet for ſooth you ſtill perſiſt in che 
eager Chaſe of Peace; and wonder that 
you do not find it ? Ah! How ſhould - 
you? You, who ate "ſeeking it it Power 


ſeeking it in Wiekefnefs, hw Cin you 
hope-'to to find it; "Whew There! Fi 10 Pace 


Unmereiful! You, who blinded to all Licht 
on Grige and Reafon, ſeek * Setbfnetkon 
in 
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in cheriſhing inveterate Hatreds within your 
Breaſts; in the Deſtruction of your Adver- 
fary's Fame and Peace and Life; in the 


Subverſion of whole Families, to reach at 
One obnoxious Perſon ; in the intire Deſo- 
lation of your Brethren's Subſtance, Honour, 


Virtue, Quiet, Blood and Soul, for every 


little Oppoſition they have made againſt 
your lawleſs Attempts! Do you hope to 


open to yourſelves the Gates of Peace with - | 
- Piſtols, Swords and murderous Inſtruments, 
L adorn'd, gilt, beautified and finely poliſh'd; | 


only to make your Cruelties more pompouſly 
deſtructive? No no: Be rather aſſured that 
the Diſturbances of Peace are not the Means 


to purchaſe Peace. From Heaven, methinks,.T 


hear St. Bernardin beſpeak you chus: Ah! 
e Revengful Chriſtians | Whenever I have 
e found my Blood begin to boil with In- 
<* dignation-at ſome Injury received, I ever 
« thought it the: ſhorteſt way to Peace, to 
<<, carry that Injury to the Croſs of Jesvs 
<« and there expoſe it at my Redeemer's 
«Feet. And ſo far was I from being 
« deceived -in- my Hopes, that, That very 


Injury when bathed in my Redeemet's 


« Blood, has ſerved me like a Maſter-Key, 


< to paſs. unſtay d unhinder'd to the inner- 


« moſt Receſſes of internal Peace. But 


ah Revengful! Which of you all can ſay 


as much of your vindictive Meaſures? What 


Peace can all your hloody: Inſtruments. and. 
i See 
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Sehemes afford you, in the Purſuit of Ven- 


geance; while, every Paſſion of your Souls in 


Fury, You are breathing Nothing but Re- 


venge and Slaughter? What torturing Diſ- 


quiets can the Proſpect of your vengeful 
Malice give to Him, at whom your Hate is 


level'd, greater and more horrid than your- 


ſelves are previouſly tormented with, while 
actually projecting it? And where you do 
ſucceed to rid your Hatred of an obnoxious 
Perſon; are You the nearer to the Reach 
of Peace? O the mighty Glory you have to 


boaſt of, that, like a Toad or Scorpion, 


you have poiſon'd to Death the Reſt or 


Fame, or Happineſs of a Brother! O the 


mighty Satisfaction, for a Tyger or a Baſilisk, 
that You have drain'd the Blood 'of Your 
Fellow Creature ! O - the mighty Comfort 
to have robb'd a Human Image of the 


Deity, of Life; to have plunged perhaps 


into eternal Flames a Soul redeem'd with 


the invaluable Blood of Jxsus CHRIST! 


Yes: You are mighty likely to enjoy true 
Peace, when void of Grace, when circled- 
round and inwardly poſſeſt with guilty 


Terrors of Gop's juſt Vengeance impending . - 


over your Heads; of human public Juſtice 


ever at your Heels: When forced to wander 


Vagabonds, like Cain, without a Place of 
Safety upon Earth; when frighted by your 
Guilt at every Shadow you behold ; when, 


Night and Day inceſſantly tormented by 
"Hes | inſufferable 
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in ſufferable Remorſes of the Conſcience, 


your future Hell ſhall be anticipated by a 
preſent Hell within you? Ah Self-deluding 


Mortals! Vet your Aim is Peace? But alas 


you ſeck it where it is not. You ſeek it 
in mere Diſcord : You ſeek it, to be plain, 
in Wickedneſs: And therefore well may 
you not find it. For there is no Peace to | 


the Wicked, ſays the Lord. 


But! Plenty, J ſay, is a Bleſſing, 
« and Gop has. declared it Such. The | 
* Pleaſures of Life may be enjoy d with- | 
© out Guilt; and therefore may be purſued 


An 


« with Innocence. Power and Pre-emi- 
„ nence may enable us to do Good. And 


cc Juſtice requires us to make a Diſtinction 


* between the Worthy and the Unworthy, 


ec by rewarding the Former and puniſhing 
* the Latter.” All this is true, Chriſtians ; 
but no-ways contradictory to what I have 
faid, Plenty, Riches, Pleaſures, Power, 
Dignity, Eſteem, are Bleſfings all, when 
purſued without Guilt, and poſſeſt without 
Attachment ; but otherwiſe are Curſes of 
our making. Puniſhment of Criminals is a 
Duty as obligatory as Reward of Merit, 
where all private Rancour and Reſentment 
are removed. What then? The inordinate 
Purſuit of All or Any-One of Theſe has 
not the Power to procure us one fingle 
Minute's true Content. No? How comes 
* it then, that So many Men af Ur 
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te of Pleaſure; of Plvrer, of Prerogative, 


ct enjoy ſuch caſe of Life? Whence comes 


Wit that 80 Many Men; who are daily 
e watchful in the Puniſhment of ſuch as 
© merit it; are ever in profound Tranquillity ? 
View but their Countenance ; and how 


<<. Serene they appear! Harken but to their 
<* Converſation z and Who ſo happy, but 
«© muſt envy their peaceful Situation? Ah 
Chriſtians! It is all Deceit : Illuſion all. 


Whatever the World may think; Whatever 


Worldlings may ſay; believe me: The 


yu of ” Worldlin gs is mere Self-Impoſi- 


They do but heal externally their 
—(K1 Gangrenes of - Diſcontent, - ſaying, 
Peace, Peace; and | there is no Peace: 
And That for Want of ſecking their Peace, 
fixing their Repoſe' in Gop, | where alone 
It — be found. Can it then be doubted 
but that, without a greater, ſurer, more real 
Tranquillity, Life, can have no Enjoyment ? 

What in Life can there be ſo de- 


firable as Peace? That is the Bleſſing which 


all Men covet above all other Bleſſings, 
and chiefly pray and want and ftrive to 
obtain, I is the Siſter: of Joy and the 


Mother of Society. It links Mankind toge- 


ther; It peoples Cities, Counties, King- 


dams: z. eſtabliſhes: their Commerce with all 


foreign Nations; and makes them happy in 


themſelves. Peace is the chief Eſtabliſher 
of Good Order and Salutary Laws. It gives 
l Z 2 ö 
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Virtue it's free Exerciſe, ſmiles upon 1 


duſtry and greatly Favours all — and 
Sciences to flouriſh, In few words, Peace is 


the Well-Spring of all the Good the Earth 


can Promiſe or afford us. And Wars are 
waged for Nothipg more than to attain to 
This. Vet is the Peace which Men are 
ſo ſollicitous to acquire, far wide, if We 
conſider it barely in itſelf, of That 
true Peace which Chriſt came down on 
Earth to give. No, no: ſays Chriſt, if 


This be the Peace you ſeek, you'll never 
3 find it but in the Name, of Hoch Peace, 


you may call it; but you will find that, 
«© as my Prophet ſays, There is no Pate, 


Nor am 1 come to bring a Peace like 
This: I came not io bring Peace but the 
*St.Matth © Sword, * I came. to 2 the external | 


<< Peace which Worldlings ar + cont 
1 for, to eſtabliſh in it's Place as Peace : of 
Gop, that only Peace which can deſerve 
© the Name of Peace; That only 'Peace 
« worth living for; That Peace of Heart, 
* which may be found in Gop alone. And 
<< even That Peace which I now give you: 
For not as the World re it, do I yoo 
* mu , . 2 


1 9 

II Know then, 0 chriſtians, 3 the 
Peace of the World is not the Peace You 
ought to deſire: Nay It is no Peace for You ; 


nor your _— or poſſeſſing. The 


Peace. 


* 
* 
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cherous Dream; and rather leads Mankind 
r and Re- 
poſe. It may in procute you Phe 
and Safety: Bat then It Haves 8 —_ 
you to make bad uſc of that Plent yand Safer 
to the ſoothing your ites ear or 
the Reins to your Paſſions. It may 2 
Men together: But then it oftner cements 
__ into Factions than into Friendſhips, 
It may eſtabliſh Common-Weals : But in 
— the Number of 2 City's Inha> 
habitants, too often does it. alſo contribute 
to the Encreaſe of the Number of vicious 
Ones; and, while It affords a Legiſlature 
the Leiſure to make wholeſome Laws, It 
emboldens the whole Nation in ſolently to 
violate them, with Wantonneſs, Injuſtice, 
and Arrogance. If It favours Arts and 
Sciences and Induſtry; it favours ſtill more 


| the. Ignorance, Indolence and Vices of the 


flothful Maj jority : If it ſeconds the Intereſts 
of Traffic, it alſo promotes Avarice, Fraud, 
Impoſition and Perfidy: And where it in- 
troduces the Bleſſing of Plenty, it is ſare to 
make Way for the Curſes of Lunury, Riot 
and Libertiniſm, Ah! What Peace can 
this be for you to purſue, Beloved Chri- 
ſtians, re an while It baniſhes temporal 
Calamity from the Public, introduces the 
moſt - dreadful Calamities of Spirit l 
— lulling FC into * 
2 2 


Peace of the World, at beſt, is but a trea. 
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1 


of Grace and a fatal Oblivion of Gop? In 
fact, What is the Uſe to which you generally 
Apply this Object of your eagereſt Purſuits? 


Is it to give Glory to Gop in the more-fer- 
vent frequent Application of your Souls to 
the Praiſes and Homage of his heavenly 
Majeſty : Or not rather to do Honour to the 
World in the ſafer Attachment to the Plea- 
ſures It deceives you with? Is it, that you 
may, with greater Intenſity. of. fraternal 
Charity, devote yourſelves to the Service 
of Gop's Images, your Neighbours, in the 
Practice of Works of Mercy ſpiritual and 
corporal : Or not rather, that you may in- 
dulge your own Self-love with greater 
Surety in the Gratification of your ſenſual 
Appetites? Ah! If you will but be ingenuous 
you muſt own, t the Uſe You make 


of that Peace which the World has to give 


is not the Sanctification of your Souls; but 
the Eaſe and Contentment of your Senſes 


Fleſh and Paſſions. 


Now give me leave to tell you, Dear- 


loved Audience, This is not the Peace of 


5 Chap. w. 


Jesvs CHR1sT.' He came not to bring into 
the World a Peace of the Senſes, bur tbe 
Sword of Victory over the Senſes. His 
Peace is not a Peace of the Senſe: It has 
Nothing common with the Senſe: It is infi- 
nitly ſuperior to the Reach of Senſe, as the 
Apoſtle of the Gent:ls expreſſes it in the 
Epiſtle to the PH1L1PPLANS, * 
ſays, 


On Low SUN DAY. 


ſays, The Peace of Gor, which ſurpaſetß 


Senſe, keep your Hearts and your In- 
telligences in CuR1sT JEsUs,' This is the 
true Peace of Chriſtians: And This pre- 
ſerves every Heart, into which It gains 
admittance, from 'the Love : of the Earth 
and all which earthly: It fills the Soul with 
Nous Sentiments and holy Aﬀections ; and 
lifts it to a true Intelligence of Spirit. 
It conſiſts in a perfect Serenity of Mind 
and Tranquillity of Heart. It baniſhes all 
gloomy Doubts, Suſpicions and Deſpon- 
dences ; removes all Craft, Deceit and Arti- 
fice; and gives the Soul a bleſt Simplicity 
of Spirit, but a Simplicity which far ex- 
ceeds the Wiſdom of the Earthly Wiſe, and 
to the Prudence of the Serpent, adds a 
Dove-like Innocence. It filences the noiſy 


| Paſſions ; quiets the diſorderly Tumults of 


fleſhly Aﬀections ; and, ſuppreſſing all Ex- 


travagance of Deſire or Attachments enter- 


tains an ineffable Contentment in the Breaſt 
it takes Poſſeſſion of. It is the Parent of 
Love, but of a Love all pure, all chaſte, 
all heavenly : It is the Siſter of Charity: 
And the ſweet Effect of that triumphing 
Grace, which, through the Divine Aſſiſtance 
join'd with our free Co-operation, leads us 
on to Victory in the rude War we are 
engaged in with the World the Devil and 

our Fleſh, 0 e 


— N 


It 


4 o 
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It is a Maxim of Philoſophers, and a 


| very j juſt One, that the ſame Principle 


which is the Cauſe of Motion, is the Cauſe 
of Quiet: The Heart of Man then, which 


is under Gop the Prime Agent of every 
Motion within him, muſt alſo be the firſt 


Principle of his Reſt. The Heart alone is 
capable of giving Reſt to the Members It 
has ſet in Motion: Sole Arbiter of our 


Pain or Pleaſure, The Heart has the Power 


at Diſcretion to afford us Peace or War. 


Ihe Peace which, terminating ſuperficially 


on the Countenace, penetrates not to the 


inmoſt Foldings of the Heart, is but a 


mere deceitful Mask of Peace. It is nearly 
a-kin to- thoſe unrefreſhing Slumbers which 


the Sick are often times reduced to court 
from the foreign Aſſiſtance of | 
Draughts: Which, for want of thoſe re- 
freſhing Recruits . of Vigour which the 
difpirited Brain is wont to receive from 


the Effluvia of the Stomach, 


talize, teize and enervate it the more, Chri- 
ſtian Peace will always inſinuate itfelf to the 
very Center of the Heart of every Man whom 


It affects: And brightening 1 it, filling it, and 


leaving within no Want ungra atified, na 
one Defire unfulfill'd, will thence disfuſe 
itfelf to every Feature, through every Pore; 


Ah! Let but the Diffimulation of affected | 
| Peace be 9 from all thoſe ſmiling 
. | Countenances 


ſoporiferous 


moiſtening 
inſtead of comforting it, ſerve only to tan · 
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Countenances which ſeem ual only cem) 
ſo enviouſly ſerene: And how ſoon ſhal!l 
we not ſee that the Peace of Worldlings is 
a Peace and no Peace | How ſoon ſhall We 
be fully convinced, that, fince all external 
Quiet which flows not from a true Serenity 
of Heart is but a modiſh Lye, a deluding 
Counterfeit of Peace; true Peace of Heart 
is no where to be ſought or found but in a 
ſerious zealous firm Adherence to the Will 
of Gon! 5 
To ſee a Perſſan Monarch amidſt his Nobles 
gay 8 a Lr — 
ſmiling, laughing, ing, ſporti 
and — Minh in e ce e Crs 
pany around him, who would not think him 
in Poſſeſſion of a perfect Peace of Heart? 
But! Is he fo? Not at all: His Peace is 
all Grimace, mere 'Shew, rank Affectaion 
all. Three words unknown to him written . 
. on the Wall is full enough to c this 
glittering Scene of Mirth in to à Fit of 
Spleen Deſpo ndency and Horror, by And can * * Daniel 
it t Can it? Yeo it can be: It has been. 
Ah!. Frue is it, very true, that all the 
Smiles of Fortune, the Power, Riches, Great- 
nefs, Splendor and Pleaſures of this World are 
merely outward ; fit tottering on the ſuper- 
fieial Margin of the Senſe; and never gain 
Admittance to the Heart of Man; which is 
by Nature too capacious to be fill d with 
An but „ And there- 


: | fore 
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fore cannot feel from thoſe mere counter- 
feited Joys any thing above the tantalizing 
Senſe of what It wants, the Senſe of want- 
ing that ſole. ſatiating Bliſs which will not 
couple- with it's Counterfeit. The Bliſs 
then, the Peace which ſhould be only 


ſought and can be only found in Gop, is 


the only Content which can procure an 
Entrance into human Hearts. This indeed 
not only enters but repleniſhes the Soul; not 
only fills it but dilates it; not only dilates it 
but abſorbs it. And while the fickle, empty, 
falſe, deluding Peace of Worldlings toys but 
about the outmoſt Surface; This ſteals to 


the very Center and takes a me Pollaſijon 
of the Whole, 8 


Ah Chriſtians! If then, 3 as it it appears and 


as the experienced St, Auguſtin ſays, They, 
 <. whoſe Peace and Happineſs is center'd in 
M0 Truth and not in the Lye of .Earthly 


« Vanity, are Partakers of the very Felicity 


* of Go; Who can doubt but, ---Who 


but muſt conclude; --- that the true Chriſtian, 


who after the Example of his Divine Maſter 
ſpurns at, renounces and tramples on the 


falſe Peace and Joys of the World, muſt 


enjoy a plenteous endleſs Ocęan of every 


pure unpall d Delight ? Ah. My Gop! It is 
even ſo: After all, great and unſpeakable are 
the tranſporting Sweets which Thou ar't 
wont to deal to thoſe Souls who ſeek their 
Peace alone in loving Thee. So great is it, 


1 
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ſo ineffable, that, as an Angelic Father of 


thy Church teaches, the Joys diſpenſed by 
thy liberal Hand, to the bleſſed Souls who 


ſerve Thee upon Earth, are a Foretaſte, = 


a Portion, of thoſe exſtatic Delights which 


the Bleſſed enjoy who triumph in the Love 


of Thee amidſt the Glory of Heaven. Ah! 


Well then might the tranſported Pſalmiſt 
cry-oat, after a Taſte of this anticipated 
Beatitude: O how great is the Multitude of 
thy Sweetneſs, which Thou hast hidden for 
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boſe who fear Thee ] * O Sweetneſs indeed * Ban 


ſurpaſſing every Sweet! O precious Property ** 


of Thoſe who ſeek their Peace in God: 
Not only to gather in the Flower of their 


Hopes, the Promiſes of Fruit, but the very 


budding Fruit itſelf ! | 2. ; 
What ſhall I ſay to You, Chriſtians? 


In the Delight which God transfuſes into 
the Souls of Thoſe who fix their Peace in 


him, He not only conſoles them with the 
ſolid Hopes of a fair Paradiſe in Reverſion, 
but) even feeds them with the Firſt Fruits 


of Beatitude in a Paradiſe already begun. 
Will You then, after all, be ſuch Traitors: 
to your own Intereſts as to renounce a Sea: 
of unutterable real Delight to quench your 
Thirſt with a few muddy Drops of | fancied! 


Satisfaction? Nay to drown. yourſelves in 


an oozy Puddle. of corrupted IN I 


Meaſures? Where is the Wretch ſo ſenſe- 
leſs, who, thirſting after Plenty of Refreſh- 


DS Aa a ment, 


are ſo —_— 
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Ment, would renounce a Fountain for 4 


Drop? Nowhere: No where; ſays St. Aus 
guftin : * No. One prefers a Prop to a Foun- 
tain,” Why then, Belovedg ſhould Vou 
be ſo treacherous to youxſelves, You ho 


. 


ably eager for Peace, as, tot 
the ſake of a feẽC mere Drop of falſe pre- 
carious dangerous Content to: renouncè An 
eternal Spring of true and certain Peace and 
Safety, Bliſs and Glory ? ww JU” Hy 113898 
I you wiſh for Peace in earneſt; ſeek It 


_ * Where It may be found. Seek it not in Ava» 
tice, Ambition, Luxury, Sin and Folly: For 


there is no Peuce for the Wicked: fays the 


Tord. No, ſeek it in Gap and you ſhall 


find it. Seek it in believing, Rrving, loeing 


and obeying him. Seek it in Chriſt, who 


is our Peate itſelf. To conclude, ſeek not 
the Peace of the Fleſh, the Peace of Senſes: 


But ſeek that Peace, which Jeſus this Day 


gives to his Diſciples and gives; through therm, 


_ toi You, in this conſoling Goſpel: Puch 


be to you A Peace which infinitly tran- 


ſcends That which the Fleſii the World 


and Senſes have to give. I therefore in 
my Saviour's Name fhall once more re- 
commend it to You, And may: the' Peate of 
Hearts and Tntelligences in Chriſt J&S: 
I beſeech c. In theName, Ge. 


* "FRE 
F. 


22 | fi; Frets Loris ate 


— 


* 


A 


3 50 ' x. 3 tet 


Second 3 Sunn after PAST ER 
"9 vs, A g 2 
| Tres TH 1:50 69 1 27" mon 


mn F : 

Ry f - 4 — 0 — 

1 4 * 5 87. 74 man 
17 - 1 PY . — SEE! CS hk 


1 


The Grd a ha "Bi * for ty 


= beep... But the Hi reling. "whoſe won. the 


- Sheep are nat, ſee'th the Wolf a el 
eee _ Sheep and n mon 8 

10¹ rater jo 
by THERE are then Hirelings 
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1 whole Number. Vet, thanks 
2 W umper. Let, 
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N to Thee, all gracious Spouſe 
and Ruler of thy Church, that Number is 
but ſmall — to the Good Shepher 
Thou has t giwen to it. And Vou, O Catholics, 
have reaſon to return your Saviour Thanks, 
this Day, for giving you the Marks to'know 
them by aſunder. But then yours will be 
all 15 Blame henceforth ; if you miſtake in 
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your Diſcernment; after ſo lively a Deſerip- 
tion as he has given you of Both. The Good 
Shepherd, your Saviour tells you, gives-up 
his Life for his Flock. - The Hireling gi ves- 
up the Lives of his Flock for Himſelf. The 
Former, wholly intent to feed and. cheriſh 
his Sheep, - breathes only for Them: His 


Time, his Toils, his Thoughts, his Health, 


his very Relaxations, nay his Life, are all 
devoted to their Safety. While on the con- 
trary the Latter attentive to their Fleece alone, 
pampers them only to Deſtruction; and, 
finiſh'd-Traitor-like, cheriſhes and ſooths 
them only with the Bait of Ruin, as fatted 
Victims deſtin'd to fall a Sacrifice, when 

Time ſhall ſerve; to his own ſelfiſh Purpoſes, 
And therefore is He ever ready to deſert and 
leave them on the Unguard, the Moment 


Dunger ſeems to perk him in the Face. Now 
ſuch as Theſe, Few as they are, there muſt 


be. For it i: neceſſary, lays Chriſt, that 
Scandals fiould come: Tho! Woe to Bim by 


sohom Scandal cometh. Les: Scandals. are 
neceſſary that the:Elef may be made manifeſt, 


by perſevering- * their 3 nid 1 
firey Trials. 


That ſome Offences are given then by 
heedleſs Paſtors to the Laity-is undeniable: 
But then, let Prejudice ſubſide and Truth 
take Place, it will appear that many more 


Offences- are” taken by the Laity than are 


OEM given. ** is the Cauſe of ſo much 
| Diſreſpect 


» 
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| Diſreſpect i in Laymen to their Clergy : And 
hence it is, wo even the Beſt of 'Theſe 


gather ſo little F ruit from all their Zeal and 


Labour for the Good of Thoſe. O Chri- 
ſtians! Inconſiderate Chriſtians! You, who 
are ſo eaſily and often ſcandalized at Prieſts, 
ſearch but the Source of your Diſguſts, and 
you will find that Scandal taken is not al- 
ways Scandal given. Be honeſt to yourſelves 
as well as to Them; and you'll be forced to 
own, that Ninety-nine at leaſt of every hun- 


dred Scandals which you take at Them, 
owe their Beginning to ſome Corruption in 


you Heads or Hearts. This is a Truth I 
ve long propoſed to lay before you, for 
your Sakes more than Theirs. And no Time 
fairer than the preſent, when the Goſpel of 
the Day invites you to adhere to the Good 
| Shepherd, and cautions you to avoid the 


e A For, if, heedleſs of the Inftruc- 


tions which it gives you to diſcern them, 
Each from the other, you blend them with 
a like Contempt ; what Benefit can you reap 


from Either? Whereas, with proper Cir- 


cumſpection, you have it in your Power to 
render . Boch of ſovereign Uſe to you. 


To convince you then, Beloved, that 1 
ſay no more than I can prove, I ſhall now 
oceed to conſider Four: very material 
oints yet unconſider d with regard, to the 
Prieſthood : | 
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* The Cauſcs in general of the many 
Scandals taken by the Ain at "their 
i Paſlpes's 3:5 5 

II. The Danger of being eaſily fande- 
lied at your Paſtors: | © 

| UI. The — of not being eavly 
ſcandalized at them: And 
8 IV. The Means of reaping Benefit even 
from ſuch Paſtors as may give You but 
too much room for taking Scandal. 


? 


— 0 Thou Inſpi irer af. all Truth! Direct 
** this Tongue to ee the bold Maxims of 
< thy own dictating, and utter them with- 
c = Offence and without ſervil Fear of 
giving it, Open the Minds and Hearts of 
« this miſtaken People to take in Chriſtian 
2 © Fart the Doctrins which Thou - bid'ſt me 
_ < preach, And O] forbid the infernal Enemy 

E. bo oyerſpread the. ſalutary Seed, which I 

« ſhall ſow, with the Fance —_ of 
e a falſe ConltruRion. ” 


3 Could I chuſent to at the Hirelings. 
had I my own Tranquility in View, re- 
gardleſs of your Safety; I ſhould rather 
ſooth you in the dangerous Dream _—_ are 
in, than attempt to awake you from ſo 
profound a Sleep, at the Hazard of being 
— d by the unreafonable Reſentment of 
Some of You. What Concern is it of a 
yy s, who lives by you, who is honour'd 


- 
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by you, nay far 7 y Von; or what 
. Ben He to himſelf in directing 
you, how you add behave with regard to 
Others. 80 ſays worldly Prudence: So fays 
that Craft, which your” miſtaken Prepoffef- 
Hon 1s ſo often i to pay your Paſtors the 
_ Compliment of. But what ſay you O 
Honeſty and Truth? What ſay ſt hou, 
Gob t Can the faithful Paſtor. leave 


Pala Prey to dangerous Sleep'and ſee the TP" 


Man ſowing the Tares of te judice 

their Paſture? Can a Good Shepherd 
leans his Flock a Prey to the devouring \ i 
for Fæar of rouzing them, tho at the Per 
of their Peeviſhnels" nw No, no: Thou has't 

Kid, and it muſt be fo, The Gord: Shep- 

herd gives up hit fe for his Sheep.” On 
me them a trul faithful Shepherd Rather let 
me, at this Altar, ' reſign my uſeleſs Breath, 
than live to leave this Flock of thine a Prey 
to fatal Prejudice, through any daſtard Feat 
of their Diſpleafure, ' Rather than live to be 
a Hireling, tet me expire while yet a Paſtot 
in my Wiſhes. For ah my Gop ] how ſhall 1 
act the Paſtor now? how ſhall J treat a Sore 


fo tender? How fh ſhall 1 act to remove one ”— 


Seandul and not lebe a greater? Let me 

then r With Feremah. As, ab! ab! 
O Lord Gon | Behotd T cannot egal; for 1 
ana Child in human Wiſdom. What fay'ſt 
Thou, Lord? Say nor T am a Chill. for to 


: i 12 Things, to 1 <> I * ſend Mee, thou 


WF. | 
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5 ſhal't go: And all Things, whatſcever: T ſhall 

| Jeren. i. mmand Thee, Thou. ſhalt ſpeak, * But to 
what purpoſe Lord ; if falſe Prevention 

| | ſhould interfere to miſapply my Words? 
For behold Lord I am leſs than a Child in 

| 

| 
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the Eyes of modern Chriſtians; ; a Prieſt, a 

Man who by his Function is imbibed with 

Craft. No matter: Be not afraid of | their 

| Face, becauſe I am with Thee to deliver 

+ id. Thee. + But. ah! Once more, my Gop : 

Thou deliver me; how ſhall I deliver Them? 

What Weight can my Words have to re- 
move their Biſaffection to their Paſtors, when 

I myſelf am One; and therefore ſeemingly 
concern'd in the Advice I give? But how, 

my Heart, ar't Thou concern'd ? Thou ar't 
ſupported, nay honour'd by them beyond 

what thou can'ſt merit? Thou they, art 


quite unconcern'd on any Side. Go then, 
ſays the Lord: (methinks) Behold. I have 
this Day appointed Thee over the Gentils 
and duer Kingdoms, that thou may'ſt pluck-up 
and deſtroy, and waſte. and d. Male and 
t Bid. build and plant. 
Look ye then, . : To. reap! Be- 
nefit from what 1 ſhall ſay in my, follow- 
ing Diſcourſe, you muſt have recourſe. to 
Abſtration. Try therefore to forget a-While 
the Man in the Preacher, the Friend in 
the Miffioner, and the Sinner in the Shep- 
herd. Imagin not, that.you are liſtening to 
the Perſon, who has vilited you at your 
| Houſes; 


| 
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Houſes; eaten and drank at your Tables; 
ſmiled and been chearful with Some of you; 
wept and been mournful with Others; and 
ſtudied to be all to All of you. Think not, 
in a word, that you are hearing the Man 
who wants preaching to as much as any 


of you, but rather that you are hearing a 


Prophet; nay, more than a Prophet, a 
Diſciple of Chriſt, a Prieſt and 2 
nay, more than All, Chriſt himſelf. For 


He who hears You, hears Me, ſays Chriſt to 


the Meaneſt of us all. And This I promiſe 
you: I will ſay Nothing to you but what 
J have a Warrant for from Him, and what 
He-himſelf would confirm, if viſibly upon 
Earth. To proceed then: | 
One capital vulgar Error which I obſerve 
to run through all Conſiderations in Life, 
is the ungenerous Imputation of Evils in 
Particulars, to general Corruption ; while 
the Excellencies of the Whole are only 
imputed to the Merit of Some certain Par- 
ticulars. Let any ſingle Limb in a Man 
be diſorder'd, the whole Body is ſaid to 


be out of Order; when perhaps the Reſt of 
the Members have no other Share in the 


Evil than Compaſſion creates.. But when 
is the Health of a Perſon: ever imputed ta 
more than the faithful Performance of their 
Functions in the ſeveral Members. No, 
We are always ingenious in propagating 
ungenerous Inferences: Would we were ſo 
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in the Reverſe! Let a Body of Men excell 


Men. In ſhort, 
becauſe they. are Prieſts: 
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ever- ſo in commendable Purſuits, we forget 
the Praiſes due to their Conjunction and 
only remember to refund the general Merit 


into the Excellencies of the Individuals of 
which that Body is compoſed. But no ſooner 


does One of thoſe Individuals degenerate from 
the Virtues of the Reſt than the Whole is 
made accountable for what the Whole 
diſapproves and condemns. Thus let the 


Majority of Prieſts, adhering to that Sanctity 


which their Function dictates and inſpires 


them with, give ever ſuch edifying Proofs 


of their Virtue and Zeal; what Honour 
does all their Piety reflect to the Prieſt- 
hood? None in the leaſt. It is not the 
Prieſthood you reverence as pious, but the 
they are not good Men; 
But the Men 
are good and therefore act well, tho 
Prieſts. But let One of thoſe Prieſts, whom 
you eſteem as good Men, appear to be other= 
wiſe; the Scene is immediately reverſed, 
The whole Prieſthood is contemn'd for one 


evil or indiſcreet Man, who has intruded 


into, or misbehaved in it; and it is not be- 
cauſe he was a ſinful Man, that he has 
acted amiſs; but becauſe he was a Prieſt. 
O ungenerous, - uncharitable, unchriſtian 
Inference! Nay, unjuſt and cryingly unjuſt 
I may call it. For ſurely, if the eminent 
Work of the Wil of Prieſts may not 


reflect 
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reflect Honour to the Function in general ; 


How mercileſs an Injuſtice is it not to load 


it with the Contempt due to the ill- conduct 
of a Few ? And yet how general a Practice 
is not This, with the Chriſtians of our Age! 
What wonder is it then, that ſo Many, un- 
juſtly ſcandalized at their Good Shepherds, 
for the Mis-behaviour of Hirelings, either 


fall from the Church into Schiſm and 


Hereſy, or live in it with unprofitable 


Lukewarmneſs? How ſhould it be other- 


wiſe, when, as the Prophet foretold, The 


Face of our Lord hath divided them, he will 


not add to regard them: Becauſe they have 
not reverenced the Faces of his Prieſts ? * 
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The Generality of the Laity, with regard . 1 


to their Paſtors, either wholly forget the 


Man or wholly forget the Prieſt. If they 
take a whimſical Liking to One, they imme- 


diately raiſe him in their Imagination to an 


Angel, to a Creature impeccable, confirm'd 
in Grace; nay more, a Something without 
Temptations and even without Paſſions; 
and, forgeting the Man in the Prieſt, either 
cringe him into Vanity, or feed him into 
Avarice, or court him into Levity; and 
therefore is it, that, when the Frailty of his 
Nature ever ſo little undeceives them, all 
their former exorbitant Eſteem finks into 
as unjuſt a Contempt: Every little Foible 
of his is magnified into a real Fault: And 
his moſt inoffenſive Words and Actions 
R 7 are 
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are made a Matter of Scandal. Whereas, 
would they but remember the Man as 
well as the Prieſt; they muſt expect to diſ- 
cover Foibles in him, and thoſe Foibles 
would not leſſen that Eſteem which alone 
can render him of Uſe to them. Becauſe 
they would naturally reflect, that Gop 
choſe not for their Paſtors Angels, but Men; 
and ſinful Men: Men, who, from the Frailty 
of their own Nature, from the Stubbornneſs 
of their own Paſſions, and the Refractori- 
neſs of their own Tempers, might learn to 
compaſſion the Weakneſſes of their Flock. 

If they remember'd the Man as well 
as the Prieſt; they would remember to 
apply to him not only when They want 

his ſpiritual Aſſiſtance, but even when He 
wants their temporal Aid. They would 
remember, that Every Laboxrer is worthy 
His Hire; and He, who has no Subſiſtence 
but from the Altar, ought to live by the 
Altar. And yet how many worthy Prieſts 
are there not probably now ſtarving in this 
great City; who, perhaps, take more Pains 
than I and ſome Others who are better ſub- 
ſiſted ! And what can this be attributed to, 
but to the uncharitable Prejudices of Some 
of the Laity, even Such-as want neither the 
Purſe nor the Soul to give Charity. A 
** worthy Paſtor in Want! Is it poſſible? } 
f* But why don't he make his Caſe known? 
Alas Chriſtians! There lies his Misfortune. 


He 
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He is reduced to ſuffer, becauſe he mayn t 
ſpeak: And He may not ſpeak, leſt he 
ſhould be reduced to ſuffer more. But 
* how then ſhall we relieve him; if he does 
s not ſpeak ?” And how ſhall he ſupport 
his Dignity ; if he does? What do Thoſe 
get, who reveal their Wants to you, but 
the Character and Contempt of mercenary 

_ Hirelings? If a Prieſt be a real Hireling 
and yet artful enough to cloke his mer- 
cenary Broad-Hints with the flimſey Cover of 
an affected Diſintereſtedneſs; how ready are 
All to glut his Avarice with Profuſion ! But 
let the good Shepherd, with honeſt Open- 
neſs, declare a Neceſſity; how is he branded 
with the Title of Mercenary, of Hireling 
of Beggar? In ſhort, the Major Part of Chri- 
| ſtians are fondly blind to the moſt glaring 
F Objects and clear-fighted only to Miſap- 
prehenſion. They cheriſh the Duſt in 
their Eyes, not to obſerve the Mercenary, 
| who ſeryes them only for what he can get, 
; and only while getting it. But ſee double, 
when they behold the Paſtor, whoſe diſinte- 
reſted Care is the only Cauſe which reduces 
| him to ſue to them for Aſſiſtance, Their 
Paſtor muſt'be ever at their Beckon, or he 
> neglects them; no Pains he takes is thought 
. ſupererogatory. No: All is his Duty; and 
ie is well, if, after doing all for them, he 
; is thought to have fulfill'd his Duty. But 
when is it ever thought by Them a Duty 
. 4 | to 
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to make any temporal Return to his ſpiritual 
Aſſiſtance? If, generouſly regardleſs of him- 
ſelf, he diſcovers no Wants; but, truſting 
| wholly to their Bounty to prevent them, 
he applies wholly to deſerving that Bounty 
by his Aſſiduity for their Good; they ſup- 
poſe him rich, or pronounce him proud, and 
devote him to all the Hardſhips of the 
moſt ungenerous Neglect. What wonder - 
then is it; if ſuch a Man is too frail by 
nature to withſtand the rudeſt Shocks of 
a ſevere Penury? What wonder, I ſay, is 
it to ſee him fall into ſuch Meanneſſes as 
muſt be degrading to the Dignity of a Paſtor, 
offenſive to his Flock and diſgraceful to the 
Church in general? But whoſe is the chief 
Fault: ThePrieſt's, whoſe natural Diſpoſition 
perhaps is diametrically oppoſed to ſuch 
Meannefles; or Yours, in urging him to ſach 
an Extremity by your Neglect ? If all the 
Miſchief lay in the Diſgrace of the Prieſt; 
the Evil would not be ſo great, but it 
might be repair'd. It has been neceſſary, 
and therefore might be again, for one Man, 
to bleed, to die for the People. The Eaſe, 
the Credit, the Safety, the Life of a Prieſt 
is not much. Let him be a Sacrifice to the 
_ utmoſt Diſtreſs; could any Benefit accrue 
from it. But why give-up a Prieſt, who 
fill is a Man and inveſted with all the 
Weakneſſes of a Man? Why, I ſay, give him 
up to the Trial of Want, a Trial which re- 
| quires 
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quires the Heroiſm of a Something more than 
Man to reſiſt ? Eſpecially when he cannot 
fall into any Evil without dragging Legions 
after him. And how ſhall you prevent 
his falling a Prey to the Temptation of 
Want, but by preventing his Neceſſities be- 
fore he asks you? For if you wait till he 
asks you; you may wait till too late. Ask you 
he may not, leſt you think him mercenary. 
| What then has he to do? Steal or circum- 
vent? That would be a double Crime in 
him. Shall he work? That would equally 
offend this nicer Age. Which of you all 
would forbear being ſcandalized; if a Di- 
rector of yours, HE the Example of 

St. Paul, and earning his Bread at the Sweat 
of his Brow the better to preach the Goſpel 
freely to you, ſhould turn Tent-maker, 
Taylor, Shoe-maker, or what you pleaſe ? 
How then ſhall he be preſerved from Want 
or the Temptations incident to it, but by 
your generous Aſſiſtance before he asks or 
even hints a Want of it? And yet how 
Few are there generous enough to reflect 
on This? And to ſuch Neglects we may im- 
2 a gteat Part of the Scandals which 
happen to the Laity from the Weaker Part 
of the Prieſthood. I ſay This for Any 
of this Flock; but for Thoſe of any Others, 
who may be here by chance. For tis with 
Pleaſure I reflect, more for your Sakes than 
my own, on that chearful Generoſity which 
les Ys renders 
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tenders you above any Reproaches of this 
Sort : Since if your Paſtors have any room 


for Complaints againſt you; it is rather for 
your Tenderneſs to them than any Neglect 
of them. But let the Wanderers here pre- 


ſent lay their Hands on their Hearts and 


ſay: Which of them all give their Paſtors 
occaſion to ſay the like to them with any 
Truth? Which of them all ever thinks of 
a Paſtor's Support, ſo far from actually pro- 
viding for it? In ſhort, Chriſtians of mine 


J hope, I may ſay This without Suſpicion of 


Flattery : Were all Chriſtians as generous to 
their Shepherds as you are to yours; all 
Shepherds (it is to be hoped) would exceed, 
at leaſt One of yours, in Merit. Their would 
not ſo Many fall from the Church, nor fo 
Many of Thoſe, who remain in it, live re- 
miſsly as they do. But the Menace of God, 
by the Mouth of his Prophet, is verified in 
them : The Face of our Lord hath divided 


them, He will not add to regard them: Be- 


cauſe they have not reverenced the Faces 
of his Prieſts. | 379619 09 4 
Another grand Source; as I have already 
hinted to you, of Many of the + Scandals 
you receive from your Paſtors, is the forget- 
ting the Prieſt in the Man, Vou either diſ- 
like the. Man and therefore negle& the 
Prieſt, or elſe You take à fancy to the Man, 
and carry your Liking to the Proſtitution 


of his Dignity. If yourſelves: were in 


Want, 
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Want; you would ſoon remember * Pricf 
as Well as the Man and recur to him for 
Relief, whether you liked his Perſonal Quali- 
ties or not: Nay whether he had it or not, 
you would be ſcandalized; if he did not re- 
lieve you. For the Poor will never believe 


but' a Prieſt, if he is riot half-naked, is 


rich. And yet how backward are you, in 


Affluance, of putting it in the Power 
of your Paſtors to relieve Such of you as 


are or may be neceſſitous? A Prieſt is call'd. 
to the ſpiritual Aſſiſtance of a Sick Perſon, 
whoſe greateſt Diſtemper, Fe is the 
moſt ſtarveling Poverty; and who is waſting 
by Inches for Want of Nouriſhment, How 
cin à Prieſt, in fuch a Caſe, which happens 
but daily ; how can he, if he has a Shilling 
in the world and is not flinted into 
Cruelty, refuſe to part with it to redeem a 
ing Neighbour from immediate Death? 
Aud Yer if he has it not; he cannot give 
it. Still if he does not give it; how ready 
ate the Standers-bye to be ſcandilized, and 
load him, behind his Back, with the Epithets 
of covetous, uncharitable, nay cruel ? When 
rhaps he feels for him but too much; 
feels it in the Straitneſs of his own Circum-" 


ſtance ; feels it in a ſympathetic Compaſſion | 


for his Penitent ; and feels it in the bitter 
Reflection on the ungenerous Neglect of his 
own Flock, which puts it not in his Power 


to relieve the Needy among them. And 


ll. therefore 
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therefore is it but too often that Many ate 
offended by Phantoms in the Prieſthood 4 
Phantoms of their own raiſing. And there- 
fore is it; that The Face of our Lord hath divided 
ſo Many of them, and uli not add to nes 
gard them. Becauſe They have forgotten the 
Prieſt in the Man: In a word, becauſe the 
have not reverenced the Faces of his Prieſts, . 
But Some of you miſtakenly fancy, you 
feverence his Prieſts z when, perhaps, tis 
not the Prieſt but the Man you reverence, 


You take a Fancy to a Man and forget his 


„ 


Function, ſo far as oftentimes to tempt 
| him to forget it too. In ſhort, if you are 
pleaſed to have a good Opinion of our Abi- 
lities; You „ draw us inte the Forfei- 
ture of our Character, by engaging us to 
intermeddle in your Affairs; and then blame 
us for it when you have done. So Satan 
firſt tempts Man to Sin; and then becomes 
his Accuſer. You are never at Reſt, or 
never let us be ſo; till we enter into your 
Secular Intrigues: Which if we miſcarry 
in; you will be ſcandalized ; And if we 
ſucceed ; you muſt be fo. If, through Igno- 
rance of the World and it's Deceits, we. 
miſmanage your Intereſts; you impute it 
in Us to Want of Senſe or Want of Ho- 
nour: And the Prieſts, you cry, have un- 
done you. On the other hand, if Any of 
us are artful enough to out-ſhuffle a thuf- 
fling World in your Behalf; how can you 
| well 
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well avoid being ſcandalized at the very 
 Bervice we do you: When It ſuits fo my 
with That Simplicity, which ought to be 
inſeparable from the holy Character of 
Priefthood Gon has inveſted us with; to 
be more, infinitly more, ſerviceableto you 
in a very different Capacity? Is it not 
dearly day ng Scandal than! at the Hazard 

of our Sabvation and your' own, to drag us 
from our Studies to the Exchange; from the 
Altar to the Bar, the Commons, or the 
Tavern? What have Prieſts to do with 
Patching-up of Bargains? Making-up of 
. Matches ? Managing Eftates ? Or direcking 
the Temporal Concerns of Families? When 
a Treaty of Commerce depends on a cri- 
tical Point, which you know not how to 
_ ſettle without injuring youtſelves or injuring. 
Others ; ; apply to the Prieſt to learn what 
* igious Equity requires. When Parties 
ce rev; nd all Things are ri + oy 

to the Prieſt for- the Church's Reling 
your Nuptials. When your Eſtate Wants 
rottieving, and you know not where to 
begin, without offending againſt Juſtice or 
Charity; ſeek advice from Gon's Miniſter, . | 
If Strife and Miſunderſtanding diſturb the | 

_ Chriſtian Tranquillity of your 3 | 

perhaps the Authority and Prudence 

Good and Judicious Prieſt may reſtore” it 
to Harmony, when Nothing elſe can: And, 
5 Tack Cafes, the Good Offices of your 
"RS Paſtor 
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Paſtor may be as ſerviceable as they are 
charitable, But to interrupt his Buſineſs of 
Prayer and ſacred Studies, his Affairs of 
the e and other Sacerdotal Duties, to 
make him a Party in the temporal Manage- 
ment of Any of Theſe; is as ſacrilegious a 
Prophanation of religious Decorum, as the 
Buying and Selling in the Midſt of Gop's 
Temples: The only Crime againſt which 
our meek-ſpirited Maſter Chriſt was known 
to exert his Wrath openly. To ſpeak plainly 
the inviting Prieſts to bear a Part in Matters 
ſo foreign to their Function, can proceed 
from Nothing but a Sovereign Scorn for the 
Prieſthood. And therefore is it, that there 
has ſeldom happen'd a Scandal, on ſuch an 
Occaſion, but what has been attended as 
much with Ruin to the Laity, who have 
1 him, as with Contempt to the un- 
wary Prieſt, who has ſuffer' d himſelf to 
be decoy'd- into it. And what wonder ig 
it? For the Face of the Lord hath divided 
them, he will not add to regard them, Be- 
cauſe they have forgotten the Prieſt in the 
Man; Becauſe, in a word, The Howe not 
reverenced the Faces of his 7+ 
oy” know, Chriſtians, Some of you will 
tell me : If a Prieſt did not like the Office; 
you would not put it upon him. But if he 
really does ſhew you a liking to it; ſo much 
the leſs wiſe are you to employ him i in it: 
And if he does not; it is barbarous to teing 
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him to it. If he ſhews a Forwardneſs for 
it; what can He be but a Hireling? What 
Motive can he have but ſordid Lucre, to 
neglect his real Office for One foreign to 
his Sphere? Vet what Reaſon can you have 
to think he likes the Office ? Since, if you 
did not make him the firſt Advance; if 
you did not Court, nay teize him to it ; 
where is the Prieſt who would have the 
Courage, not to ſay Confidence, to intrude 
himſelf into your temporal Affairs? But it 
is in This, as in Moſt of the Offences You 
take at your Paſtors: The Scandal is chiefly 
covwing to the Corruption of Heart in the 
Perſons ſcandalized. With regard to Prieſts, 

it is almoſt. univerſally true, As Ariſtotle 
ſays, Every Man judges as he himſelf 
e is affected. The Pay-man, who cannot 
be familiar without being impudent, charges 
every Prieſt with Boldneſs, who is ever ſo 
modeſtly open and free. Another, who is 
never reſerved but with Craft and Defign, 
calls every Prieſt ſly who is modeſt and 
baſhful. From the ſame corrupted Springs 
proceed / innumerable. Miſtakes of his Con- 
duct. If he is grave; he is moroſe or out 
of Temper : It chearful; he muſt needs 
be thought diffolute : If he talks of Com- 
mon Things; he is call'd worldly : And 
if he  variegates Converſation with a few 
Maxims of Piety; he is a Cant, For 
Heaven's fake, * Chriſtians, © either eeaſe ” 
016 --** | 
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be ſcandalized ſo eaſily yourſelves, or ceaſe 
to furniſh your own Matter. Either take 
your Paſtors ſuch as Gon ſends them to 

you, Prieſts and yet frail Men; or agree 
among yourſelves on your own Model of 

a perfect Prieſt: And if it be conſiſtent 
with Gop's Honour and your own Good; 
I dare anſwer, that all good Shepherds will 
ſtudy as much as polubly to become ſuch. 
But how is it poſſible for any Prieſt to con- 
tent you All; when Every-One is ſo in- 
duſtrious to idolize a Scandal of his own? 
When we viſit you often; we loſe your 
Reſpect; Forgetful of the Prieſt who viſits 
you for your Souls fake, you mind only 
the Man and think we viſit you for our 
on Ends. If we viſit you but ſeldom; 
remembering the Man, you ” think we ne mY 
yon: Still forgetting that, as Prieſts, 
attend the Sick and Qur on Studies; — | 
can have but little Time to pore for * or 
unneceſſary Viſits. 

For want of refleQing on This; * 
you invite 2 Prieſt to your Table, tho' in 
ever ſo cool a manner, and he comes not; 
how ready are you to impute it to Neglect 


or Contempt of you? to Haughtineſs, Pique 


or Something worſe? And yet let him come 

but once uninvited, or let him indiſcreetly 
come as often as you invite him; and how 
age may he find the Words of St. Ferome 
true, that the Prieſt, who, never refuſes 
| \ he an 
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©. an Iavitation, will foon fink into the 
„Contempt of his Hoſt?” There are but 
two -Sorts of Perſons; with whom a Prieſt 
tan dine: The Poor and the Rich. With 
the Poor, it is barbarous to dine ; and with 


the Rich it is dangerous. A Poor Man will 
oftencr ask his Paſtor to his Table than*a * 


Rich Man; and generally with a Heart full 

of Sincerity. Nay what is more, in ſpite 
of all the Prieſt can ſay to the contrary, 
hall laviſh a Week's Income to entertain 

him, the Want of which muſt make him- 
ſelf even ſuffer for a whole Week. But 
then ſurely it would be barbarous in a Prieſt 
knowingly to accept Invitations from Such? 
For if he does; he muſt ruin his Hoſt. ---- 
And yet if he does not; he is cenſured as 
Proud, above Him, and I know not what. 
Still-is-it better to be cenſured unjuſtly than 


dieſetve Cenſure. And therefore when a a 


Prieſt does think it right to dine with 
a Friend; the ſafer way is to dine with 
Thoſe whom he cannot hurt. Tho' even 


Goad, through their miſtaking him: Danger 
of copying their Manners : And Danger of 
being thought to prefer the Rich to the 
Poor, if he eats often with the Former. 
' And-if he does not ; how liable is he not 
to he cenſured! Tho' ſtill, I fay, it is 
much better to ſuffer Cenſure than deſerve 


with the Rich there is Danger: Danger of 
5 loſing the Eſteem neceſſary to do them 
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it: And therefore the ſafeſt Way for every 


Prieſt, is, in my private Opinion, neither 
to dige nor viſit but when and where he 
may do Good; where he is either wanted 
or wiſh'd for ; ; and where this Truth is 
believed: That a Miniſter of Gop does the 
Peaſant or the Prince he condeſcends to viſit 
more Honour than he ean receive. And 


This a Prieſt may inviolably practice with- 


out departing in the leaſt from that mean 
Opinion of himſelf which every Chriſtian, 
and much more Eccleſiaſtics, ought to cul- 
tivate; if He takes but due Care to ſteer 
between the odious Extremes of Meanneſs 

and Arrogance; if, in ſhort, while He is ready 
to ſubmit his Perſon to the lowlieſt Offices 
of Fraternal Charity in conſideratiim of his 
own Littleneſs, he is ſtill mindful: erſough 
of the Dignity of his Function never to 
ſtoop to any pitiful Complacences which 
may bring his holy Character into ww 


tempt. 


You ſee, Chriſtians, I freak very ABankzy 3 
and as your own Good, more than That 
of your Paſtors, is concern'd in the Subjecł 
I am treating, I think it my Duty to be 
quite ingenuous. Be pleaſed or diſpleaſed 
with what I ſay; provided you miſtake 
not my Meaning. I would fain perſuade 
Chriſtans to throw aſide their pernicious 
Jealouſies of Prieſts ; to ſhake- off that Per- 


of 
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of their Paſtors in a falſe injurious Light; 
and which may incline them even now, 


perhaps, to conſtrue all I ſay to ſome ſelf. 


pointed View, or odious Reflection. But 

Thou, O ſearcher of all Hearts, who bid'ſt 

me utter this important Doctrin, knoweſt 

how much my Soul deteſts ſuch Proftity- 
tions of thy Hol Word |. 


II. What I have hitherto, ſaid then, 
Chriſtians, was only with the Intent to 
convince you, that the Major Part of the 
Scandals you take at your Paſtors proceed 
from ſame Miſtake in your own Judgment, 
or ſame lurking Pervertiey in your Wills ; 


That. is, in ſhort, the Corruption of your 


own Heads or Hearts are — chief Cauſes 
of them. And yet I do not pretend to 
ſay, there are no ſcandalous Prieſts, Would 
to Heaven, I could with any Reaſon even 
think there are None! But then, how ſmall 


make it in your miſtaken Notions; were 
von All as ſlow to believe amiſs of them, 
as you are to credit any Good of them? 
Let any extraordinary Good be ſpoken of a 
Prieſt. how loth are you to credit it with» 
out the moſt indiſputable Authority ? Bare 
Circumſtances well t not do: You muſt have 
ocular Demonſtration ; or you will nat ven- 
ture to believe jt. And yet the moſt trivial 
Qucnmſtanges ſhall ſuffice to induce you 
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to fix the blackeſt Guilt upon your Paſtors; 
every lighting or ſcandalous Tale is imme 


diately ſ wallow'd for Goſpel- Truth, and you 


require” no Character of the Perſon; who 


ſpoke the Scandal: Tis ſufficient that he 


ſpeak againſt a Prieſt, for the moſt notorious 


Liar, Libertin, 'or Profligate to gain Credit 
tho! he be an Enemy to the Prieſts he belies, 
tho' he be Enemy to the Prieſthood, nay 


r 


to A in 1 It is known 2 


Wretches, 2 Word, if ee A ess 
were publickly known, would paſs in no 
Court to condemn or even leſſen the Worth 
of the meaneſt Creature in the Creation. 
Vet how often do you take the Character 
of Prieſts from ſuch Hands? Nay now a- 


days the Reputation of every Prieſt lies at 


the Mercy of every Heretic, Jew, or Infidel : 
notwithſtanding the known Pleaſure, which 
Theſe frequently and maliciouſſy take in 
calumniating them; and notwithſtanding 
that the graveſt Fathers of the Church (and 
particularly St. Auguſtin) inſiſt that the 
Accuſation of Heretics, tho' ever ſo Many, 
neither can nor ought to have any Weight 


with good Catholics againſt a Prieſt. How 


many of the moſt deſerving Paſtors in 


Sop's Church have innocently bled in their 


good Name, by the inveterate Enemies of 
0 And if FOR Prieft is not totally 
defamed 
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defamed by the Heretics who Loads him; 


(to the * of Some of us be it ſpoken) 
at is, I fear, more owing to their Genero- 


ſity in not belying him, than to our Charity 
in diſcrediting any Lies they can or could 


invent. Why:then do we wonder that ſo 
from among us, ; deſerting the Standard 


Many 
of Chriſt's Croſs, fall into Hereſy and In- 


fidelity? Why are we aſtoniſh'd, that, a- 


mong Thoſe who remain with us, there 
Is ſo little Piety and ſo much Irregularity;: 
When as the Prophet - foretold, che Face, of 
aur Lord bath 11 0 them, he will not add 
ita regard them: Becauſe They have nat re- 

7 ere the Faces of his Prieſts. 


Beware then, Chriſtians, O hens: "Fan | 


4 — ſuffer yourſelves to give into ſuch un- 
generous Treatment of your Paſtors. Re- 
member, however weak they are, they are 


the Miniſters of Gon, and Gon. bas choſen | 


the aweak Things F this World to confound 
-the-Strong, Be not then eaſy to take Of- 


fence at them: Nor add your own Weak- 


neſs to their Frailty, to render them uſeleſs. 
Reflect on the Dangers which ſuch à Con- 

duct expoſes you to. It is the Prieſt him- 
ſelf, who is ta anſwer for his own Conduct; 

not You. However - imperfect his private 
Life may be; if he performs the Daties 
of his public Function to you; his Autho- 


tity. is the ſame, his Commiſſion is from 


dv. and You, may reap all the Advantages . 
"LY d 2 | from 
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from him, 2 a Miniſter of Gop, is 


capable of yielding to Vou, r 4 
vans og 122 | They are/not ping goo 

_ chiefly for Example; dur to inſtruct you aud 

poin t-out to you a nobler Example than They 
can give, yqur Saviour Chriſt. Whether, 

they follow him or not; once they, point 


out to you the Road to him. This 
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him out to You, You are obliged to follow 
Him not Them, Why then will you ſolicit 
your own Ruin, by loſing Sight po; Cherift, 
to pry into the Steps of Thoſe, who point- 


vou 
are ſure of, that, if you miſs of Him, -your 


Ruin is inevitable; nay i — And 


how can you avoid milling o ; when, 
neglectful of the Way to him, your Though 
are wholly bent on following the Ways of a 
Man, who, tho“ he directs you riglit, is 


rhaps going wrong "himſelf, But he 
ker he is or not, if you think him ſo; the 


Conſequence to you will be the ſame. For 
once you conceive an ill Opinion of 


Guide, your Confidence in his Advice will 


vaniſh; and therefore, miſtruſting his Know- 


ledge or Sincerity, you'll ſteer, *out of meer 
Perverſity, a different Road from That he 

ints-out to Vou. Or elſe, becoming your 
| nog Guides, you'll turn your Backs on 
Heaven; and. following the high Way of 
Liberty and Pleaſure which your ' Paſſions 
ſtrew, you'll ſteer head-long'to Ruin. There 


18 N othing more natural to us, tho nothing 


more 
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more weak than the deſpifing the beſt of 
Advice of a Man, who does not follow his 
own Counſel, or is not thought to do "ſo. 
Whereas the Advice is ſtill the ſame, both 
good and profitable, whether practifed b 
the Giver, or neglected. However 'as it 
the favourit Study of the Devil to turn all 
our Foibles to our Deſtruction, one fatal 
Artifice by which he draws Whole Legions 
of Souls to Perdition, is to deſtroy their 
Confidence in their Spiritual Paſtors. The 
firſt Step he takes is to make a Man jullg 
raſhly öf the moſt innocent Actions of a 
Prieſt. If he conferits to That; next he 
pronounces him Guilty, then comparing his 
| ty Faults with the Perfection he 
teaches, he diſcredi his Doctrin. The 
fatne' Corru ption of Mind and Heart, which 
makes Him think ilk of One, teaches him to 
think amifs at laſt of All he knows. No 
ſooner has'he'thrown-off a neceſſary Reſpect 
for Gop's Miniſters, than he begins to think 
nenn a a meer Je the Craft of Prielts, 
. Bug bear to keep Fools in awe. From 
hts he ſoon proceeds to Words and 
| Actions ſuitable; ſets Gop and Virtue at 
Defiance; gives Vice the Reins and ſinks 
the miſerable Dupe of his ungenerous Raſh- 
neſs. But here the Miſchief does not end: 
Not content with being thus wicked alone, 
he ſeldom fails to uſe his utmoſt Arts to 
Law unwary Souls into his baſeſt g N 
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of their Paſtors; that, ſtript of all their 
Counſels and Aftiſtance, he may | the more 


effectually enſnare them. Thus do | ſuch 
Wretches finally become the active Tools 


of Hell, to be it's Prey at laſt. Thus the 


Judgment of the Almighty. juſtly infatuates 


them, when his Grace, through their own 


perverſe Raſhneſs has ad them. And 


thus is the Vengeance of Gon, foretold by 
Feremiab, terribly. fulfill d in them. The 
Face of our Fa. bath divided them, He 


1 not add to regard them, becauſe 'T bey 
haue not revered 4 


Faces of bis Prieſts. . 
What is it which has ſo often rent the 
Church of Gop with Schiſms? What is 


which has given Birth to ſo many ae 
and deteſtable Hereſies? What uſher d into 


this Land ſo much Ignorance, Error, In- 


fidelity and Debauchery? What ſtill che- 


riſhes Indevotion, nay Immorality, among 


the faithful Sheep, whom Chriſt ſtill re- 


ſerves within his Fold of this Kingdom? 


May we not, if we un to the Fountain- 
head, impute all theſe Diſorders to the Jea- 
louſies, Miſtruſts, Grudges, Raſh- Judg- 


ments and Diſreſpects, which our Anceſtors 


entertain'd, and We after their Example till 


entertain, of our lawful Shepherds? Why are 


we deaf to their Counſels? Why are We 


fo obſtinately imperfect, while they take ſo 
much Pains to make us perfect? Why 


but becauſe We loſe the Reſpect due to 
them | 


4 wren TY 
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them by imputing the Miſconduct of a few ; 
Hirelings to the Fault of the greater, far 
greater, Number of Good Shepherds? Why--= _ 
but becauſe We neglect the Man in the 
Prieſt; flight or proſtitute the Prieſt in the 
Man; put the worſt Conſtructions on the 
moſt innocent Actions of the Beſt of them ; 
ungenerouſly colour the pureſt Intentions - 
with ſuch Tinctures as are drawn merely 
from the Corruption of our own Heads and 
Hearts; and finally truſt their Good Names 
(ſo neceſſary for the Good of Souls) to the 
Mercy of their Enemies, of Libertins, nay 
of Infidels: Much readier to take, from 
duch, a bad Character of them, than a Good- 
One from the moſt unexceptionable Evi- 
dence? | | 


% tka A d en OE. a e-- 4 


III. But after all You'll fay : ** What a 
deal of Rout is here about theſe Prieſts ? 

e What a deal of Nicety is required to 
e make them uſeful ? Surely they are very 

. «© tickliſh Beings ; if it requires ſo leh 
«© Circumſpection not to offend them? 

c What muſt We do then? Are We: to 
«© approach them, as Some Heathens doo 
ce their Idols, with Veils over our Eyes? | 
© Or are we to confider them, as Angels, 

void of every Fault?” No, Chriſtians : | 
IT would not have you conſider them as 
Angels, but as Men; nay as frail Men; nay 
as finful Men, But then I would not have 
hy | you 
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you: be Sinners, becauſe: They are Such. I 
would not have you endeavour to be blind 


to their Foibles, for fear of offending Them: 


ill of 


But I would have you. leſs ready to fee 


double with regard to. them, for fear of 
Ie to yourſelves. If You think 

hem; you, will think but lightly of 
their Doctrin: And ance You contema. the 
ſaving Documents of Chriſtian Truth, what 
Profit can you reap from it's Diſpenſers ? 
If Theſe then become . uſeleſs, to Yau ; 


whither- will you have Recourſe for the 


_ Means of Salvation? Gop. thought not fit 


to make you the, Judges over Vourſelves; 


but has appointed Prieſts to be his Mini- 
ſters to Vou, and made Them your Guides 


and Paſtors, nay Judges betwen Himſelf 


and Vou. He has placed Them over you, 
Authority to cheriſh, feed, and lead you to 


Salvation by diſpenſing his Myſteries to 


i 1 Cor. iv. 


You. So let Man eſteem us, ſays St. PAux, 
in the Name of the Prieſthood, So let Man 
efteem us as Miniſters of Chrift and Diſpen- 
fers of the Myſteries of Gop. And in qua- 
lity of Such it is, that Chriſt ſays to his 
Prieſthood: He, who hears Non, hears Me; 
and He, who deſpiſes You, deſpiſes Me. 
Here then is a poſitive Injunction, laid upon 
You to hear your Paſtors as you ' would 


| hear Chriſt himſelf, and to hear them 
without any degree of Contempt. Here is 


aſter BASTER _ 
An expreſs Declaration, that ever Ge 
of. Them or of their Doctrins 2 their Sake 


is a Contempt ſhewn to Chriſt and to his 


Doctrin. Yet how ſhall you avoid having 
Contempt for Such of them as you take 
Scandal an! Surely then your Salvation 
muſt be greatly at ſtake, in every Offence 
Vou take at your Paſtors,, whether right 
or wrong: In- as-much- as It muſt more or 
leſs diminiſh your Attention to their Doctrin, 
| and even to their beſt Advice; and desen 
deſtroy the Advantages which They are ſent 
to afford You, ' It cannot then but be con- 


ſiderably more, your Intereſt than theirs; - 


that You endeavour to entertain the kindeſt 


and moſt charitable Opinion of Them you 


are able to conceive, whether they be 


wholly worthy, of it or nat. But let us 


get forward and ſee --- What are the Advan- 
tages we may procure from Münk zing oy 
rably of our ſpiritual Guides. 


T1 La the firſt Place then: While a Paſtor. 4 
in Poſſeſſion of the Good Eſteem of his 
Fleck, his ſpiritual Advice will have all It's 
due; Weight with Them: They will take 


what he ſays in good Part; and will endea- 


vour to reach the Perfection he teaches 
them. And if all do not immediately break 


with Vice and give themſelves up to Virtue; 


yet Some will do it: The Stronger will 


— pat the Weaker and all at length will 
b Each-other to attain, if not the Sum- 
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mit of Perfection, at leaſt the State of 
Sanctifying Grace and virtuous Struggle 
towards it. Thus will the Eſteem of every 
Chriſtian Flock for it's Paſtor go hand in 
hand with All his Labours for their ſpiritual 


Sood. If he deſerves it not with regard 


to his private Life; the fruitful Succeſs « 
his Endeavours will pique him probably to 

deſerve it. And if he does deſerve their 
Good Opinion of him; the ſame Succeſs 


will ſpur him to deſerve it more and more. 


Prieſts tho' they ate Prieſts are Men: 
And i in the very worſt of Men there is 4 


Pride which prompts them often to bluſh 
at the Eſteem their Conſcious Guilt de- 


clares them undeſerving of. Nor is this 
Pride to be eonſider'd as a Vice, but rather 
as the Seed of Virtue lent them by Heaven 
to rouze their ſleeping Souls to merit the 
Eſteem they feel ſuch Pleaſure in poſſeſſing. 
Tho' then, at firſt, the Labours of a quite 
imperfe& Paſtor may be the Fruits of mere 
Vain-glory; yet if the Eſteem bis Flock 
has for him ſhould crown thoſe Labours 
with Sueceſs; tis highly probable, that 
Grace will at laſt mould his former Vanity 
into real Zeal. He'll bluſh to ſee his Flock 
improve in Virtues, which he only knows'in 
Theory ; and will at length puſh his Preach« 
ing into Practice. Nay let a Paſtor's Vigi- 


lance and Labours for his Flock be ever 


is e intended, let him be warm'd 
with 


A44᷑4f̃er EASTER. 
with ever ſo ſincere a Zeal; he'll feel Some- 
times- the Man, and will be apt to flagg : 


But if the Good-Eſteem of Thoſe he has 


the Care of ſeconds his Zeal; the prof- 


perous Proſpect of his Labours will rouze 


is nodding Virtue with the Spur of lauda- 
ble Ambition, or rather let me call it Emu- 


lation, He'll be aſhamed of being excell'd - 


by Any of his Sheep. And loth to let one 


enter Heaven before him, he'll puſh-on 


towards It, at their Head, and grow a per- 


fect Saint, in trying to make Them Such, 
not only by his Doctrin, but by his Example. 


Thus Chriſtians, is it in the Power of eve 

Chriſtian Flock to fave their own Souls and 
their Paſtor's too, by cheriſhing their favou- 
rable Eſteem of him and not ſuffering them- 
ſelves on light Occaſions to be ſcandalized 
at his Behaviour, . i 5 


Again another Advantage which will 
attend upon Theſe is, that, while you en- 


tertain a Good-Opinion of your Paſtors, 
you will not only make them of ſovereign 


uſe to Themſelves and to Vou, but even to 


Others. Thinking Well of a Perſon and 
ſpeaking well of him are conſtant Atten- 


- dents, and public Fame ever waits upon 


ivate Eſteem. If then you endeavour to 


cheriſh advantageous Ideas of the Merit of | 


your Paſtor ; it will naturally prompt you 
to ſpeak his Praiſe to Thoſe, who know 


him not, or know him but little. This 
"457 2 
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will raiſe their Curioſity to ſee and hear 
him; and the Prepoſſeſſion you have given 
them in Favour of him will make Them 
the more ready to liſten to him without 
Prejudice, and enable Him to win them 
oyer with the greater Eaſe to the Doctrin 
of Chriſt and the Unity of his Church. 
This is what our Divine Lord himſelf hints 
to you in the Xth of St. John, Other Sbeeß 
I have, ſays he, who are not of this Fold. 
Them alſo I muſt bring and They, ſhall hear 
my Voice : And there ſpall: be made one Fold 
and one Shepherd. 
Such then are the e Mata 
ö of not being eaſily ſcandalized at your 
| Paſtors: such che Great Fruits of enter- 
taining an Eſteem for them. Vou honour © 
Chriſt by it; You become the happy In- 
ſtruments of promoting the Salvation; per- 
haps, the Perfection of your Paſtors them- 
ſelves: You may be the happy 3 
under Gop, of uniting Thouſands of 
ing Souls to the ſaving Fold of Chritt's 
Church. And, whether you are; or not; 
once you have done your Fart towards ir, 
the ſame Merit will be aſcribed to You, 
buy the all-rewarding Goodneſs of Some as 
— it had really been ſa: And laſtly, whe- 
ther Vour Paſtor be perfect or imperfect; 
good or bad in his own private Life; whe- 
ther Others follow the ſaving Doctrins he 
1 or not; if N Good N of 
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biga- gives Weight to his Advice we to 
induce You to follow it; you will, you 
muſt, be ſaved yourſelves, ' nay © lifted: to 
Perfection. All which Advantages are 
loſt and barter'd for the moſt eminent 
Dangers to Salvation, by being eaſy to take 


Scandal at the Shepherd, who is to * 
and fit you for it. | 


IV. Vou will, ſay, W * 


e This would be glorious Advice and as 


ce eaſy to practice, as it is worthy of Ap- 
* probation ; could we but keep our Eyes 


always ſhut and our Ears always ſtopt. 
« But That is impracticable to all but the 


„ Deaf and Blind. While the Senſes are 
«© awake to Senfation; they will, they 


C muſt, be affected by the Objects which 
« ſtrike them. What elſe are they given 


eus for? How then is it poſſible for us; 
* while we have Eyes to ſee and Ears to 


hear, to avoid being ſcandalized at ſuch 


<<, Paſtors as give us but: too much room fot 
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taking Scandal; by objecting to our Eyes 


Actions quite oppoſit to the Virtues ray 


22 and by giving Occaſion for ſu 
eports as 3 din our Ears with 


97 — for Ideas very different from 


c the Eſteem we ſhould and would gladly 
e entertain of Them, if they 3 let 
Sus?“ Why really, Chriſtians, to ſpeak 
the Truth i it is a Cw difficult 


Matter 
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Matter to preſerve a perfect Eſteem for 
Such Paſtors, where this is really the Caſe: 
Remember what I ſay, where this is really 
the Caſe. But then difficult as this _ is, 
it is not impracticable; otherwiſe there 
could be no Obligation to attempt it. 
And that we are under ſome Obligation 
of entertaining all poſſible Eſteem for the 
moſt imperfe&t Paſtors, and putting the 
beſt Conſtruction on their Actions ; ſeems 
very evident. For in the firſt Place; the 
Corruption of our Nature ever prompts, us 
to light the ſoundeſt Advices of a Man, 
whom we view in a contemptible Light. 
It is therefore morally impoſſible we ſhould 
profit by the Inſtructions of an imperfect 
6 3 if we are ſcandalized at him, as we 
certainly ſhall be, if we ſuffer ourſelves to 
believe him ſach. And therefore the Com- 
mandment of Gop to his People to hear 
their Paſtors; muſt virtually include a Pre- 
cept of eſteeming them. Now ſuch a Com- 
mandment has Chriſt given to all Chriſtians 
in theſe Words: He, who hears You, hears ' 
Me ; and He, who deſpiſes You, de e/diſes Me: 
A Commandment which extends to all the 
Flock in general, and excludes no Paſtor 
lawfully ſent, and not yet recall's "_ the 
Church, 
The moſt. e of your Bina can- 
got be leſs reſpectable than the Scribes and 
tho run "what: Lives were evil; tho; 
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their Doctrins were good: And yet Chriſt, | 
while their Authority ſubliſted, exprefely 
commanded the Jews to reverence theit 
Counſels, without paying any Attention to 
their Actions. Upon the Chair of Moſes, ſays 
He, have ſitten the Scribes and the Pha- **: Matt | 
| riſees. Ves Lord, they are the Succeſſors © * 
of Moſes and ethos his Doctrins: But 

then, as Thou knoweſt and has't faid, 7 
fay and do not. + How then ſhall we benefit t B 
by their Counſels? How ? Why keep 
your Attention fix'd to their Dignity: - 
ce they are ſtill your lawful Paſtors, - All 
« Things therefore, whatſoever they ſpal! 

“ {ay to You do Ye; but according io their t Bid. 
% Works do ye nut. "t Here then, Chriſtians; 
is an expreſs Command to you; to obey 
and revere the moſt imperfect of Your 
| Paſtors; as long as the Church upholds 
them in their Office. Let us change but 'JY 
Names ; and the Precept will appear to „ 
in its full Force. In the Chair of Chriſt | 
have fitten your Paſtors and Prieſts? How 
„ ſhall-we be ſure of That, 76u'll ſay?” 
Why take it from Chriſt himſelf foe" the 
greater Certainty : Go, ſays He to Them, 

o behwld T ſend you : H. e, who heareth Yau, 
 heareth 495 e; 2 He, who deſpiſeth You, 
* defpiſeth Me. Well it is undoubted then, „ 

They are Subſtitutes of Chriſt; They 1 
« fit in his Chair and they preach. his 7 
Doctrin. But ſtill, if They ſay and do 


% Not ; 


TRY 


25 Thing ngs. therefore. whatſoever they ſhall ſay 
to vou, do ye: If They act as they preach 
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*< 1,20; What Benefit can we , reap, from 


„Them? What Fruits but Scandal? 


Hold Chriſtians, hold: They are ſtill Mi- 


niſters of Chriſt to you: They are ſtill the 


Diſpenſers of the Myſteries of Gop. 1 


or teach; do That too. 4 if their Actions, 
good or bad, appear ſuch as you cannot do 


FF TS 


3-4 without Sin; according to their Works do Ye 


not. Their Actions you are no where com- 
manded to follow; but their Doctrins you 
are bidden to obey. Their Lives whether vir- 


- - tuous or vicious, you will not be accountable 
K for; but you, will, be accountable for the 


Fruits of theit Doctrin. In ſhort, their 
Words you muſt regard: Their Actions vou 


may, only when ſuch as You-yausſelyes 


may practice with Safety: But when other- 
wife; you neither may nor ought to mind 


Thoſe ; much leſs to judge them: Unleſs 


They are ſuch open V iolations of Winne as 
judge themſelves. . 
„ What! When we foe Fun Peking 
emitted; may we not judg c them? Did 
not Chriſt himſelf paſs Sentence on the 
ee Vices of the Scribes and Pbariſees? 


Yes, He did ſo: But there is an infinit 


Diſtance between Chriſt and Vou. His 


| Penetration was infinit: He was the Searcher 


of all Hearts : He ſaw the Springs of their 


Actions; and therefore had a Right to 


declare | 
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declare the Paſtors of his Time, mere white 
Sepulchres. Your Inſight is ſhallow : You 
ſee but the Superficies of Actions: The 
Heatt of Man is a Myſtery to you; and 
thereſore You can pronounce no Actions 
evil but ſuch as pronounce themſelves ſo ; 
becauſe you are Strangers to the Motives 
they flow from. Hence I think it ſuffici- 
ently appears, that You can ſeldom have 
Juſt room to be ſcandalized at Any of your 


Paſtors for common Actions in Life which 
are not expreſs Breaches of the Laws of 
Gop and Nature: Becauſe You can ſeldom 


be ſure, that You ſee a Fault in them. If 
you ſee a Prieſt (which Heaven forbid you 


ever ſhould I) commit a premeditated Viola- 


tion of the Commandments; a Sacrilege ; 
a Theft ; or other groſs Vice; if you can 
believe your Eyes, you muſt pronounce him 
guilty, For the Nature of the Fact is ſuch 
as is inconſiſtent with Innocence. Tho' 
even here the Eyes have been more than 
once deceived. But in Actions, which ap- 
pear neither good nor bad in themſelves, 
You can never, with any Safety, fix a 
Crime -on him ; tho' the Appearances be 
oppoſit to the very Doctrin he preaches; 
Becauſe bare Appearances are of a deceitful 
Nature ; and the Man who truſts his Judg- 
meat to his Senſes, will oftener be deceived 
than inform'd, 1 80 
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For Example, you ſee a Prieſt, perhaps, 
a little fluſter'd in his Senſes: And yet how 
deceived may you not be; if, truſting to 


ſuch an Appearance, You pronounce him a 


Drunkard ; when perhaps, the Abſtemiouſ- 
neſs of his Diet has render'd a very neceſ- 
fary, yet frugal Potion in toxicating to him? 
Another you charge with Inſincerity, when, 
perhaps, if his Tongue was not tied, he 
might with Edification convince you, that 
he only told you one Part of a Truth to 
cover or evade another, which facramental 


or natural Secrecy, or the Love of Chriſtian 


Charity and Peace, obliged him to conceal. 
A Prieſt may dreſs perhaps a little vainly 
in appearance: Can you therefore be ſure, 
that there is Vanity in his Heart for doing 
to? No: Perhaps his chief Temptation lies 
in a lurking Ambition to be thought humble; 
and That is one ingenious Means he makes 
uſe of to deſerve rather than pofleſs the 
Applauſe due to Humility. Another on 
the reverſe, to judge, by the Outward Un- 
ſeemlineſs of his Garb, you would take to 


be an indolent uncleanly or covetous Per- 


fon : One, in ſhort, whom you would be 
diſpoſed to call a lazy Sloven or a miſerly 
Niggard. But ten to one you are miſtaken. 
Perhaps, too great an Attachment to Neatnefs 
may be his chief Obſtacle to the Perfection 
he is aiming at; and the Deformity of his 


Garb 
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Garb may be the only Means he has to 


ſurmount it. In a word, a thouſand In- 


ſtances may be brought : Each of which 


might afford a thouſand Arguments to 


prove, that, till we can penetrate to the 
ſecret Foldings of the Heart and come at 
the Knowledge of the Moving Springs, the 
Motives of acting, we can never be ſafe in 
taking Scandal at the Actions of any Man, 
which are not in themſelves inconſiſtent 
with Innocence ; ſuch as the Crimes I have 
juſt mention'd, and ſuch as I hope you 
will never have room even to ſuſpect in 
your Paſtors. 

* Well grant all This, you'll ſay : But 
< then how ſhall we be able to excuſe, or 
avoid being ſcandalized at, a Man, who 
is forever preaching to us in Confeflion, 
< or out of it, Steadineſs, Patience, For- 
Fx giveneſs ; yet is himſelf extremely fickle; 
«« peviſh, jealous and reſenting. How ? 
Why 3 in the f firſt Place, Fickleneſs, Peeviſh- 
neſs, Jealouſy, and Reſentment are often 
the Effet of T emper, and Prieſts, while 
they are Mortals, will be ſubject to the 
rude Treatments of Temper ; which are 
rather their Misfortune than” Fault. To 
carry them to Heaven, Prieſts muſt have 


their Temptations to ſtruggle with as well 


as You, Not One of thoſe we have named 
are Faults in the Man, who gives No con- 


1 to them. And how do you know that 
F ff 2 | the 
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the Prieſt, who diſcovers ſuch Foibles in 
himſelf, does really conſent to them ? You 
are Strangers to the inward Combats he 
manfully undertakes to ſurmount them; 
and -therefore is it, that you often take 


. Offence at That which perhaps ſhall be the 
| Matter of his Glory. Secondly, how do you 


know, but that What you attribute to Fickle- 
neſs, to Peeviſhneſs, to Jealouſy, or Reſent- 
ment may be. the Effects of a prudential 


Zeal, which may not however diſcover it's 


Motives? It is often a neceſſary Means to 
awake the ſleeping Chriſtian, and Ry 
him to a Senſe of his Duty, 

But what if Theſe or any other Actions 
of theirs be real Faults; are are you there- 


d dee the em 5nd Reſpect due 


to them as Paſtors? Chriſt ſends you for 
Paſtors, not Angels but Men: Not impec- 
cable Men, but ſinful Men. The Church 
ſuppoſes them Such; and, as Such, 9 
Them as much as Vou, to Confeſſion: Na 

they acknowledge themſelves ſuch, by 
going to Confeſſion; by imploring in their 
own Perſons, and praying You to implore, 

their Forgiveneſs at the Tribunal of Gop, 
Why then ſhould you be ſcandalized, if, 
They ſometimes appear what they own 
themſelves to be. When they | fin like 
You, they prove themſelves to be frail like 
you: And when they preach againſt the 
Win F aults they are guilty of; it * | 


they 
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they are not obſtinate in Wrong, tho' 
frailly prone to it.” ws 18 | 
Make often Reflections like Theſe, Dear 
Chriſtians, and it will enable you to avoid 
the being eaſily ſcandalized at your Paſtors : 
Nay They will enable you to reap Benefit 
from the moſt Imperfect among them. You 
will ſee their Actions in a very different 
Light. You will put a good Conſtruction 
on all Such Parts of their Conduct as will 
bear it: And where they will not bear 


One; You will remember the Frailty of the 


Man to excuſe the Miſtakes of the Prieſt. 
You will remember, that they are till 
God's Miniſters, ſtill empower'd to diſpenſe 
the Myſteries of Gop to you in Life and 
at Death. You will recolle& the Labours 
they go through, to teach and inſtruct you; 


and the Dangers they encounter, by aſſiſting 


you, at the Hazard of their Liberty and 
Lives; by viſiting you amid'ſt the Conta- 
gions of a neauſeous Priſon, and the In- 


fections of every malignant Sickneſs. This 


will cheriſh your Reſpect and Eſteem for 
Them ; and Your Reſpe& and Eſteem for 
Them will render their Doctrins of ſovereign 
Benefit to Vou. f 


Such then, Beloved Brethren, are the 


Many and important Advantages of not 
being eaſily Scandalized at your Paſtors; 
and thus may you reap Benefit even from 


Such of them as may give you but too much 


Room 
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Room to be ſcandalized. 1 ſpeak only of 


Thoſe mere Hirelings, who may intrude 
under the Wing of the Church's Authority. 


For as to ſuch unhappy Men, whoſe Mi- 


ſtaken Conduct has juſtly drawn upon 
them her Indignation and forced Her to ex- 

Il them from her Fold to fave her tender 

lock; tho' their very Fall may afford You 
Matter of Edification rather than of Scan- 
dal, if you conſider it in a genuin Light; 
yet is it foreign to my preſent Purpoſe ; 
And threfore ſhall take no farther Notice 
of Them than I have done in a former 
Sermon * I only purpoſe, Dear-loved Laity, 


to prevail upon you, through the tender Love 


IT bear You, not to render fruitleſs the La- 


bours of your lawful Paſtors by your mi- 


{S.Fames 
i. 


ſtaken Prejudices againſt their Perſons or 
their Conduct. Ah! Let me then beſeech 
You, rather to endeavour at cheriſhing ſuch 
an Eſteem for All as may render even the 
Leaſt among them of ſovereign eternal Uſe 
to You. In ſhort, to uſe the ſeaſonable 
Words of St. PETER, Caſting away all 
Uncleanneſs and Abundance of Malice, lay- 
ing aſide all Raſh-Judgment and Prejudice 
which the Corruption of your own Heads 
or Hearts may raiſe: in you againſt Them, 


in Meekneſs receive (from their Lips) the 
ingrafted Word which is able to ſave yo 
Souls, F Gs Tok 


* On d- Len- Sunday. p. 169. T 
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To conclude, Dear Auditors: Be gene- 


407 


rous, and meekly take the naked Truths 


1 have utter'd to you throughout this Ser- 


mon, in that honeſt undeſigning Simplicity 


with which my Gop can bear me Witneſs 


J have ſpoken them. If I have faid one 
ſingle Word in this Diſcourſe which can 
diſpleaſe you; it is beyond my Deſign. 
And yet tho' I ſhould have made the 
Greateſt of you peeviſh ; I cannot be ſorry, 
if what I have faid be crown'd with the 


Succeſs of benefiting the Leaſt among You. 


Vent on me (I give you chearful Leave) 
vent all the bittereſt Effects of your Re- 
ſentment: I care not; if You but learn from 
Me to treat your other more uſeful Paſtors 
henceforth with ſuch Eſteem and Con- 
fidence as may enable You to reap Sal- 


vation from them. Be angry, till Ex- 


perience teaches You that you are wrongly 
ſo: Be angry or be pleaſed, I ſtill: ſhall 
tell You, inconſiſtent Catholics, that one 
chief Cauſe of all the Miſeries which Yau 
have ſuffer'd in this Land has been, becauſe 
Nu have not reverenced the Faces of God's 
Prieſts. And if You go on thus, much 
longer; the Time will probably be brought 
to paſs, when the Words of the Apoſtle 
ſhall -. be verified, Here is now ſought 
(but - fought alas in vain) among the Diſ 
penſers of Gop's Myſteries, One who may 
be found faithful, + Yes, © hitherto be- 


lieving 
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lieving Chriſtians! The Time will come, if 


you continue your Contempt of Prieſts, 
when Gop their ſole Conſtituent ſhall 


puniſh your Perverſity by leaving you 


without a Prieſt to diſreſpect, wichout an 


Altar to approach, without a Faith to 


fave you, without a Heaven to hope 
for, Call me then an inſolent a haughty 
Prieſt for warning you of your impending 
Doom: To me it is a Thing of leaſt Con- 
cern, to be judged by Pu. For He, who 


judgeth me, is our Lord + Nay, ſay of me 


to One- Another, as did the Jews of JERE- 


tFerem. MiAn: 4 Come let us deviſe Devices of this 


XVIh, XX. 


affronting Preacher: Let us ſinite him 


with the Tongue and not attend to all 
his Words : Perſecute ye and let us per- 


ſecute him; if by any Means be may be de- 


ceived 'and We prevail againſt bim and be 
revenged on him. In ſhort, wreak all your 
Spleen: I cannot fear the Rage of Any 
of you nor court your Smiles. Let fle 
Hireling, whoſe own. the Sheep are not, ſee 
the Wolf coming; and flee. For my Part 
I have Naught to fear or hope from Any of 
you, And therefore ſo I fave but your 


Souls from Danger and Illuſion; I heed not 


the reſt. For if my Text ſays right; the 
Good Shepherd giveth his Life for bis 
Sheep. And wide as I am at preſent of 
being Such a One myſelf, J earneſtly ; covet 


to be Such after the Example of my heavenly 


Maſter. 


* ol 
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Maſter. 0 Thou, Dear 3 ded. 


in thy good Time, to make of Me and all the 
Frieſthood Good and Faithful Shepherds. 
And if thy People's Good require it, and. 
thy own Honour will permit; gives us thy © 
181 Servants the ineſtimable Bleſſing of 

ing this Flock for Thee with our own 
B od: ive us the Sanctity of Manners 
and Purity of Doctrin requiſit to guide 
them ſafe to Heaven, in ſpite- of their un- 
thankful Frowardneſsz and open all their 
Hearts to take with Chriſtian Candour the 
Doctrins thou do'ſt dictate to us: That We 
may loſe not One of them; but at their 
Head be join'd with that triumphant Flock 
above, —— there -fhall be but one Fold 
and one Paſtor, O hear me! Gop of 
Mercy hear me; I beſeech Thea In the 
N . &c, 
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Anen, Auen, 3"; Jay. to N ou, that You ſhall 
. Weep and lament ; but the World ſhall re- 
© Joie And You ſhall be made ſorrowfut ; 
but your Sorrow ſhall be turn'd into 

- Foy... And You therefore, now indeed, 
have Sorrow ; But I will ſee You again 
aud your Heart ſhall rejoice ; and your 
Jo No-One ſhall tale Her Do. 


Ae HER E are « then, Beloved Au- 

RY dicnce, there are Sorrows to be 
endured in this Life even by 
the Juſt? Yes; - undoubtedly 
there are: And They are Matter 


of Neceſſity for Chriſtians to ſubmit to. 
What Shall Chriſt's faithful Servants then 
be no more exempt from Sadneſs of Heart, 


LY 
* 
. — 
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| Fats to the Heart. The Mer 
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while: in the Fleſh, than the Slaves of the 
World? Hold, Beloved, hold: This is no 


Conſequence of the Other. On the Re- 


verſe. The Sorrows af the Juſt are Sorrows. 
indeed for a little While; but then they 
are mere external Sorrows, mere ſuperficial 
Griefs, which reach no farther. than the 
Senſes.' Whereas the Sorrows of the Un- 
Juſt are not only real but endleſs; not only 


outwardly affliing to the Senſes but in- 


wardly tormenting to the Heart. The Sad 
neſs of the Good then is a Contraſt to That 


of the Wicked. Or rather to ſet this Matten 
in a more amiable | Light, let mie ſay : 
The Griefs of the Godly are 4 Contraſt to 
the Joys of the Ungodly; as our Divine Lord 

plainly 0 ma by the Appoſition in which 
He places Both, in the Words of my Text, 


The Wicked, it is true, have their Joy, 
ſuch as it is; which, being wholly fix'd on 


ſenſual, Objects, amuſes only their ſenſitive 
Appetites: too matetial and Los to pene- 


ll. rejoice, 


foy 7 Ah! Not with the Joy of Peace to 


e Heart; For there is No Prot "for the 
Wicked, -ſays the Lord. The Joy then of | 


Sinners is a "Joy of Fiction, a tranſitory 
Gladnefs, of the Bene; which, laſting but a 
little while, ſhall end in everlaſting Heovineſ 


of Soul; Such the Joy of the Wicked : : 
” r 


rd 4 
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And This they ſhall have.” Ye. The Weld 
ſhall rejoice. * 

But You, Beloved) continues Chtiſt, 51 
ſpall weep and lament: And 25 /ball. be 
Ne The Good then muſt have their 
Sorrow: Which however, ariſing only from 

3 the external Preſſure of ſenſitive Tempta- 
tions, is too feeble to affect their Hearts, 
conſoled within and ſovereignly fortified 
with all refifting Grace: It is a Sorrow 
therefore which only plays about the Sur- 
* face of the Senſe; but cannot gain Ad mit- 
nunce to the Soul: It exiſts. but for a little 
| while; and ends at laſt in never-ceaſing Joy 
of Heart. Yes: Your Sorrow, fays our 
| Divine Lord;:fhall | be turn'd into Foy, and 
your Heart frall rejoice and your Tort No 
. One ſhall take from Vu. 4170 
Hence I cannot help drawing too 
ſerious Reflections, the One anche the 
Other conſoling: Both of: the laſt * 
tance to us All. And Thepare Theſe: 


| 1. The Joy. of. Worldlings S 1s Matter * 
iy the tendereſt Pity ; Ira uch as It is a 


ſhrew'd Sym — of. Reprobatigm ig to 

eternal Woe; And - - | 
II. The Sorrows of - Ge Chriſtians are 

Matter of the nob eſt Emulation 

as- much - as They are the bleſſed ge 

of a Fulneſs of 1 without End. * 
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% O Gop, Thou, ſole and eee, ; 
« Source of every folid Joy! Convince us 
* of theſe Truths; and graciouſly inſtruct 


ee us to prefer the Sadneſs of thy bleſſed 
' 


* Croſs to every gay Illuſon which-the 
* World rejoices in: l. That, eager after Nos 
al but the main Concefn to follow 


„ Thee, we may, the little while We have 
te to live, ſow in abundance” 'the fuitful a . 285 
1 Tears of Piety and come to Thee at ſength 


* loaded with Sheafs of everhaſting” Glad- 
$81 neſs, EC. tad 
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to d Diſeiples, and through Thent to all 


his Elect. The State of Chriffians then 
muſt neceſſarily be a State of Sufferfng. Ji 
This, ſays the Apoſtte, in this we tte call}. 
The Bird is not made to fly; Hor tlie Fiſh 
to ſwim, more than Chriſtians are borh to 
to ſuffer in the Fleſh. We, ue are Bupl 


tized, frys St. Paul. * Ih ot very 
we are endow'd with the tit oy — EsUus 


Ek 187 at his Death and in is Sufferings: 


1 it is in expectation of our improving 
this Spirit within us that We are made Heixs 
to the oy of his fiſing front Death. 80 


that 57 we become c- pluntt dito the Sintlitude 
of bre Death; we ſhall” be alſo (co⸗planteck 


to the Similitude) of his Reſurreftion, as 


— 
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never ſhall be ſo. For, ſays our Divine Lord, 
He, aubo does not take-up his Croſs'and folew 
:.. "WW. 2 Me, ts nat worthy of Me. * Properly ſ 
"= then, We Chriſtians are riveted to Cub Croſs 
| of Chriſt; That is in other Terms, We are 
indiſpenſably bound to ſhare with him in 
his Sorrows, if we will ſhare with him in 
his Glory. It behoved Chriſt to ſuffe er and. 
+ St. Lute ſo to enter into his Glory. + Can his Diſciples 
iir. then hope to enter 99 — after him by any 
ſmoother Way than That of Sufferings? Is 
the Servant greater than his Lord, the Diſ- 
ciple than his Maſter, the Captive then his 
Redeemer? No, no: Chriſtians, If Sorrows 
were expedient for your Divine Lord; Joy 
cannot be expedient for Vou. Surely then 
to rejoice and be merry with the World 
cannot. be ſafe Surely the Joy of Wording 
is a piteous Symptom of their havi 
Part with Chriſt in the Inheritance of dhe the 
Joys to come. 

If You think, Chriſtians, that Yau | may 
| rejoice; with, the World and with Gon; if 
you hope to enjoy Pleaſure here and here- 

after; You deceive Vourſelves. No, no: 
Every Thing muſt have it's Turn. Joy and 
Sorrow cannot at once occupy the Heart 
Man: Vet all Men, Good and Bad, are 
deſtin'd to taſte of Both, one Time or other. 
Both then muſt have their Turn and. follow, | 
One- another in the Heart of every Man. 


ITkbere are no Men, in this State of, More 
8 5 tality, 


pe 
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tality, ſo pure, ſo innocent, eyen Thoſe 
whoſe Virtyes merit them a boundleſs Mea- 


ſure of Eternal Joys, but what have ſome 


light Failings to entitle ' them to mourn a 


while: Surely then, if it behoved the Source 


of Innocence to ſuffer ere he enter'd into 


his Glory; it is but juſt, that his imperfect 


Servants ſhould follow him in his Sufferings 


ere they are put into Poſſeſſion of their 
final Joy? Now let us reaſon on the Re- 


verſe. There are not Any Men ſo wicked, 


ſo abandon'd, not even They whoſe Life 


is one continued Traffic of perpetual Woe, 


but what have done, at one time or another, 
ſome ſlender Good, to merit a a Degree, 
however ſmall, of Joy and Pleaſure, - And 


God, whoſe Juſtice will not ſuffer” in his 


Servants the ſlighteſt Fault unpuniſh'd, is 


favourit Souls of his for whom he is pre- 


pans an'interminable Store of ſolid Joys, 


uſt is it therefore, that thoſe ' unhappy 
Wretches, whoſe fo ture Griefs ſhall know 
no Meaſure and no End, ſhould have in this 


Life the paſſing Taſte of Joys they have 
earn'd ; fince they will have no Reliſh for 


them in the Next. And Theſe in Fact they 
have. Hence does our Saviour fay to his 
Elect: Amen, Amen, I ſay to Tou, that 
e Kay 1 na "weep- and lament, but the 
| N 


yet too e to leave the ſlendereſt 
Merit unrewarded. Therefore does he 
give-up to Sorrow for a little while Thoſe 


e Iiqrld ſhall rejoice. Ves; You, my Be. 
6 loved, Yay upon the whole have faith» 


On the Third SUNDAY 


* ©. fully ſerved 1 : And thetefore have I 
l for You a Joy which No-One 
i ſhall take from you: And yet have you 


te diſpleaſed me by ſerving me with leſs 
| 1 Conſtancy leſs 1 Farror, leſs Purity than 


you ought: And therefore will I ſuſpend 

CG a while from that Joy. A 2 

ns a i ae. and you fhall not ſee me; a 
10 „ ile while, and the Bride · groom abſent 
u ſhall deep and lament. But again 

4 l while, => you ſhall ſee me; again 
< a little while, and "the Bride-groom ſhall 


return to Yau. to be with you. forever; 


« and You, my Children, ſhall then mourn 
* no more, For can the Children of the 
« Bride-groem mourn, as long as the rides 


. Marth. e groom is with them? * No, no: Your 


« Sorrow ſhall be turn d into Foy. 22 
„ Dear-loved Souls then! Be not di e 4 


Z | +1 Theſe *© gs alſo thoſe Others, who have no 


55 « Think not yourſelves abandon'd, —2 


* you are left to grieve a while. Rather 


"ro enjoy the fruitful Grief. New indeed Tou 


« have Sorrow; but F will ſee you again 
1 * and your Heart ſhall rejcice: Aud your 
oy. No-One ſhall take p54 you. Envy 


|: _ then the Joy of Worldlings, | The 


„ World indeed ſhall rejoice. But ah With | 
« what a kind of Joy? Not with a Joy 
$6, lie Yours, but with an empty ſhort fal- 


oY lacious 
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* lacious Joy which ſhall be turn'd to © 
Sorrow. Now indeed Wotldlings have - ol 
Joy; tho' not a Joy of Peace to the Heart .Y 
<<. but of Illuſion to the Senſes. Yet ſoon 
will that Joy deſiſt, even That: Then 
„ will 1 look on them no more: Then = 
fall their very Hearts be grieved; and 
te their Grief No-One ſhall take © from 
** them.” O important Contraft! O Bl — 
then are They who mourn : For They ſhall 
be comforted! And ſurely then N 
thrice accurſed They muſt be, who are 
joyful here with the Joy of Worldlings; ; 
if They ſhall remain without Comfort, 
Think not then, Dear-loved Chriſtians) q 
that what I have ſaid i is any Strain upon our | * 
Saviour's Words; a Comment of my own 
Invention; the ſubtle Speculation of a fertil 
Brain. 80 far is it from all This, that I'll® 
be bold to ſay: No other natural Meaning 
can be given to the Text. What elſe could 
our Divine Lord mean, in placing the Sor- 
rows of his Elect in Appoſition to the Joys 
of the Reprobate; if He did not mean 
This? Nay if He did not mean This; what 
Encouragement could it be for the Juſt to 
endure their Temporal Sorrows with Pa- 
tience and Fortitude? Tho' the. Sorrows of 
the Juſt were to be converted into Joy: It 
would have been but a poor Encouragement 
to Them to perſiſt in their Juſtice; if the 
Joys of the Wicked were not to be turn'd 
Vor. II. | N h h into 


into endleſs Sorrows, If the | Juſt muſt 


and the Joys which the Wicked ſhall taſte 


the fatal Confequences of Worldly Joy, He 
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weep and lument in this Life, before they can 
reach to Joy; and the Wicked may be 


joyful here and not have their Joy after- 


wards changed into endleſs Grief; the 
Wicked have the Advantage over the Good : 
And Theſe would have but little Encourage- 
ment to be Juſt, Whereas it is a plain Caſe, 
Firſt, that there is an abſolute Contraſt pro- 

ofed to them by Chriſt, in this Goſpel, 

2tween the little Sorrows, They are to endure 


of: And that, Secondly, He propoſes this Con- 
traſt to them as an, Encouragement to prefer 
his Service to That of the World in conſide- 
ration of the Difference of the Rewards. It 
18 full as plain then, that, tho our Divine 
Lord does not delineate in expreſs Terms 


ſufficiently hints them to us. in the Detail 


of this other Part of the Contraſt, by minutely 
diſcloſing the ſweet Effects of temporal Sor- 


row in his Elect. Ah Chriſtians! If then the 
Joys of Worldhngs are thus empty, ſhort, fal- 
lacious, and fruitful in eternal Woe, as I have 
ſaid, and as You can no longer doubt them to 
be, while You credit Jeſus; What Chriſtian 
in his Senſes can envy Them? Who is there 
rather but muſt pity. Them? If Chriſt 
muſt ſuffer to enter into his Glory; if Chri- 
ſtians muſt ſhare in his Sorrows to partake 
of his Joys; if They who have finn'd maſt 

4 | "01-45 mourn; 


Pleafute. And O! What 
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their being r reproved from everlaſting 


And if this be the Caſe; with bat better 


Eye can we behold their Mirth than That 


of Pity. Nay if this Dread Thought awakes 


not all our Pity; O! What ſhall N 


* Compatſion in us? 


II. Bat why do 1 veel on the ailpleaking 
Subject? Ah! Let Us leave the contuma- 
cious Wicked to enjoy their miſerable Glad 


| neſs, Let Us, on the Reverſe, lament while 


They rejoice; that, when their Time 1e 
weep ſhall come, We may deſerve to ſee 


our Sorrow turn d into Jey; and not, by 


ing in their falſe Alactity, become Pars 


takers in their Griefs. Ah/Chriſtians ! You 
are after all bat delicate Soldiers; if you - 


cannot reſolve to ſhare a While in the on 


rows of your ſacred Leader JIEsus. You are 
quite . miſtaken; if You. hope to taſte of 
Pleaſure here and in another World : Nay, - 


if you think, that any Pleaſure can be found 
in This; or that All which wears a Fatt 
of Joy on Barth is real Joy. No, no: The 


, is That of a Diſtaſte for every catthly 
greater Pleaſure 
can there be than That which is felt in the 


Went of Reliſh for the World's Enjoy- 


H h h 2 ments; 


| ay 
mourn; if Man cannot rejoice in this Life 
and in another too ; What caii the Joys. of 
Worldlings be, but unhappy Samptorti9 of 


real Joy, which can be taſted in this 
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ments; in a ſovereign Contempt for All 


which is earthly; in a ſpotleſs Liberty of 


Heart, a perfect Purity of Conſcience, a 
Life of Peace and Grace quite void of Ter- 


rors of the Approach of Death? Ah! This 


is Joy indeed: This is a Joy which belongs 


only to the Juſt: This is capable of filling 


the whole Heart of the Good and antici- 


pating in their Souls the Beatitude of Heaven 


even in the Midſt of their tranſient Sorrows. 


Who then, who can doubt but that the 
Sorrows of the Juſt are Matter of the juſteſt 
Emulation, as They are the faithful Seeds 
of a Joy beyond Limits, a Joy ren 
nde 

To You then ſhould proper y bel ang; 
O ſacred Champions of Gop's Glory, to 
defend his Cauſe at preſent: You whoſe 
dauntleſs F ortitude, as if entrench'd in Bodies 
of Steel and Bowels of Adamant, has cauſed 
even Tyranny itſelf to tremble, while It be- 
held you ſuffering for Gop the moſt excru- 
ciating Torments, and ſaw, at the ſame 


Time, the bittereſt Tortures yield you ex- 


quiſit Delig ht. O the fine Sight. it muſt 
be, Beloved Brethren, to ſee thoſe Holy 
Heroes forſake their wedded Loves, their 
tender Babes, their F riends and Families, 


to follow chearfully a barbarous Band 


of Executioners; abandon the Palaces, 


where they abode with ſo much Eaſe and 


$plengor, to earth themſelves alive in 


Dungeons, 
* 
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b Dungeons, where they are fed with Sorrows 
and buried in a loathſome Obſcurity ; 
L walk upon red-hot Coals or Bats, as if 

| they were on Paths of Flowers ; feaſt vpon 


their Pains amidſt the flaming Piles, and 
1 chant-out Pſalms of heavenly Praiſe, like 
: —— Swans, to ſooth deſponding Death. 
Y To You likewiſe belongs the doing Ho- 
1 nour to our Gop : O ſacred Penitents! To 


You: O intrepid Strugglers againſt a giddy 

- World | To You: O courageous Innocents, 

t who wiſely preſerved a Life of Candour by 

s i a preventing State of anticipated Penance ! 

t For You are beſt Judges, what you gain'd by 
the Exchange; when, finding the World full 
irkſome in it's very Joys, you turn'd your 
Backs on it, to ſeek the Enjoyment of your 
Gop fo lovely i in his very Rigour. O Paul! 

O Anthony! O Magdalen! O Mary of Egypt! 
Methinks, when I contemplate "You" pro- 

foundly buried in your gelte Caves, 
and holy Hermitages, I find you faithful to 
your every Day's Employ, to your conſtant 

Task to weep lament and ſigh and mourn. But 
ah!.ſweet are the Tears which flow along your 
Cheeks :' Sweet the Sighs which iſſue Pn 6 

your bleſſed Hearts. O bleſſed - Parents 
Heavenly Jon ef the Croſs ! O Sacred 
TrRESA of Jz&us! What Days, what 
es ach did You not ſpend in Tears and 
Sighs and Lamentations? And ah! How? 
bon pleaſing the Employ ! How ge 
indecc 
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indeed muſt it not be when all your Tears 
but made you thirſty after more, when 
inceſſant Prayers were --- To ſuffer and be 
ſcorn d for Chriſt --- Either to fuffer, or to 
die for Ixsus! Hail glorious Saints then, 
whoſe Lives are the beſt Argument of what 
the experienced St, Auguſtin ſo elegantly 
ſay d: Sweeter by far are the Teats of a 
<< penitential Spirit, than all the Joys of 
Theaters. Hence then I argue; and, 
I think, not foreign to the Purpoſe : If the 
loving Providence of the Almighty has 
placed ſo much Delight in theſe Virtues, 
which are, of after all, of the moſt rugged, 
the moſt difficult; If It changed Coals of Fire 
into Flowers for his Martyrs; if It turn'd 
the . moſt horrid Deſerts into Gardens of 
Delight to his favourit Hermits; how can 
it be doubted but that every Sorrow, which 
the Juſt are oppreſt with by the World 
their Enemy, will, by him be changed into 
Joy? Ah! if ſuch be the previous Cons 
ſolations with which they are conſoled who 
in this Life piouſly mourn with Chriſt in 
the Fleſh; what Joy may we not conceive 
They will be rewarded with by Chriſt when 
in Glory. Ah! What then areé the little 
tranſient Sorrows of the Juſt in this Life 
but Matter of the juſteſt nobleſt Emula- 
tion? Well then might St. Paul fay, that 
the Sufferings of this Time are tut durily 

10 be compared to the future Glory + _ 


= 
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O thrice Bleſſed then Ye juſt! Who but 


muſt envy you your Happineſs of wecping 


and lamenting a little While ; when your 
Sorrows ſhall ſo. ſoon be turn d into Foy? 
Courage then, Chriſtians: Be yourſelves. 
Dont give credit to the Language of Li- 
centiouſneſs, to the ſophiſtic Fallacies of 
Worldlings: Yield rather to the Force of 


Reaſon, The vicious Worldlings, to Flatter 


their fallacious Appetites with the bitter Joys 
of their own inverted Diportment, eall Mo- 
deſty, a Melancholy; Temperance, a Penury; 
and Meekneſs, a Stupidity. Becauſe the Pious 
are apt to * with a Countenance com- 
poſed, with humble Air, and ſerious De- 
portment; They falſely gather thence, that 


Gop. treats his Servants with the rougheſt 
Uſage, and gives them Nothing to feed on 


but Gall and Wormwood, Ah! They are 
Strangers to the ſweet Delights of the ſpiritual 
Manna hidden under that Gravity of Fea- 
tures: 'They are ignorant, what it is to be 
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ſhall be reveal d in us, * and which thoſe * Romans 
Sufferings ſhall end in. es ones 


as forrowful yet always rejoicing. +  - 42Cer.vi. 


There has been a Salomon, tired and ſur- 


feited of earthly Joys; tho ſought- with 


Eagerneſs; tho reap'd withEaſe ; tho enjoy'd 
in their . moſt flattering Height, But never 


was there found as yet one Saint, who. 
. quarrel'd with his Sorrows, Even Holy Jos, 


who depreciates the Gaieties of Life with 
| 8 every 
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every vilifying- Epithet, was never heard to 


vent one faint Reproach againſt his Dunghill. 
| Surely then the Sorrows of the Good muſt 
want the Force to reach their Heart; or 


there muſt be a certain Something of ex- 
ſtatic Joy within, which blunts the Edge of 


them and will not ſuffer them to affect it. 


And yet, This notwithſtanding, I dont 


pretend to deny that the firſt Entrances of 


Virtue may be ſomewhat rugged and un- 


tractable in the Beginning to unexperienced 


Feet. But then: For little Vou advance; the 
rugged Path ſmooths- up before you. And 
this I'll venture to promiſe, that, at eve 
Step you take to move-on reſolutely to- 
wards Perfection, your Spirits your Strength 
and your Comfort will augment. 
The Children of Vael ſet-out on their 
Eſcape from the oppreſſive Servitude of 
Egypt to ſeek their Freedom in the Deſert, 
and afterwards their Felicity in the Land 


of Promiſe. On the Margin of the Sea 


they look-back ; and behold Pharaoh, Sword 
in Hand, purſues them with a powerful 
Army at his Heels of Enemies All power- 
ful, All, exaſperated, All arm'd and breath- 
ing Revenge. Judge. You the Plight the poor 
Fugitives muſt be in, anxious, diſturb'd, 


diſmay' d and doubtful how to evade the 


impending Dangers threatening them on 


every Side. To face- about is the ſame as to 


ruſh upon inevitable Ruin, amidſt a furious 
| | People 
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| People ready to devour them; amid'ſt a 'Y 
thick Array of Scimetars ready unſheathed 
for Butchery: And to throw themſelves into 
the Flood, is encountering | an Army of 
; Waves and a Nation of Monſters. Dreadful 
J Dilemma! Muſt They wait for Deſtruction, 
or run to provoke it? O the Perplexities ! 
O the Panics! O the Agonies! But Moſes 
J lifts up his wonder-working'Rod : And lo! 
Seas. divide from Seas; They enter the 
Z Waters; Monſters diſappear ; the Waves 
ſubſide; Pharaoh is beſotted; his Army 
overwhelm'd; the Way lies before them 
ſmooth and open; their Retreat is ſecured 
behind by the re- joining Floods: And the 
Path, as they paſs along, inſtead of Sands and 
Weeds, is overſpread with Flowers. Out f 
the Water which was before, ſays the Wiſe- 
Man, there appear'd dry Land and in the 
Red. Sea a Way without Impediment and out 
of. the enormous Deep a ſpringing Field,... 
And as Lambs they rejoiced, © magnifying 
Thee, O Lord who did'ft deliver them. * Be Vim 
fore They attempted the Ford i O what 
Difficulties ! what Dangers threaten'd ! Once 
they moved-on: O what Eaſe and Safety 
they found! Before, what Terrors oppreſs d 
them | Afterwards, what Joy reſtored them! 
As Lambs they rejoiced, magnifying Thee, 
O Lord, who did ſt deliver them. What more 
ö natural Picture than This can we figure to 
; || ourſelves\ of thoſe intrepid Souls, who, + 
Vor. II. I 11 bravely 


5 all Enjoyment of the Earthꝰ Alas . What 
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| bravely. turning their Backs oh: the mort 
than Egyptiau Slavery of this World; under- 
take to follow Jxsus through the Paths 
which he has laid open to them by: his all- 


ſmoothing Croſs? — they ſet · out, O 


what Reluctances! What ul Diffidences l 
What Recoilings of the Hearth But once 
they have advanced a Step br two, how 
does all Terror vaniſh |; Ho dees the Way 
grow ſmooth! Ho ſoon ſoon is their Sur 
_ row turn d into Foy l. Still then, G Chriſtians 
will you heſitate to follow Chriſt? Ah! Will 
ſtill deſpondꝰ What, your:cry; vihald 
721 then break this F ciandlbi > dal 
L diſmik all chis Attendance? 1m 
© this Senſuality? 1 conquer this Averſidn N 
I reſtore theſr Fruits of Fraud ? I-recalf 
this Calumpy ? I retronch this Pomp,. 


© this Luxury 5 I divorce-this-Paſſion, this | 
| T. Folly, this Eyil- Habit, this la wleſs Lobe? 


© henceforth decline all Sport, all Paſtime 


would the World not ſay? And what 4 


2 Gantiope muſt I not prepare for of Gibes 
e and 8neers and Laughs and ſmart Re- 


4 flections? But away, Chriſtians, away 
with theſe coward Reaſanings,, Begin the 


| Journey: once, and You alſo: ſhall find the 
Way before you ſtrew'd+ with Flowers 
Yau ---- ſtall To made \Sorrowful, for a 
while; But-ſoon your Sorrow ſhall be turn'd' 
2 Ingo. 70 In a * Your. _ — 
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Teforce : And even as Lambs they ſhall 


rejoice, magnifying Dee, O Lord, who 
wil't deliver them, What ſhall 1 ſay 1 0 


bliſsful Mourning, big with ſuch erat 


Comfort! O Seeds of Joy beyond Expreſ- 


fion! O Sortows worthy « our "niobloſt Emu⸗ 


latjon! 

%, Fine Talk; you'll Joy! Bit dot t we 
ſee quite the Reverſe? Don't we ſee thoſe 
te Perſons, who undertake to follow Chriſt; 


64 always penſive, grave and anxious; full 
of Arcumfpection; confining all their 
<. gentiments to rigorous Laws; never 
<. brightening- at Entertainments; never. 


de new. with Modes and Faſhions; never 


elevated with new Employs, new Ho- : 


© nours, new Acquiſitions ;- rarely at Balls; 
«ſeldom. at Entertainments, very ſeldom 


<< at any gay Amuſements; and yet with - 


ce all this, frequently harraſsd with Sick 


e neſs, Poverty, Diſaſters and unexeited 


6 Inſults ? If all this then be true; how 


& are all their Sorrows converted into Jo 5 


W this be Gentleneſs with Gop; v 
te muſt his Rigours be? But O Mortalel 


How long will you let yourſelves be thus 
impoſed upon by outward Seemings? How | 


long will you judge the Works of Gop 


without ſo much as knowing even the firſb 
' Merits of the Cauſe? Why do you not in- 
form yourſelves more clearly of the Truth 
8 . Why not try what 

e 1 2 are 
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are the ſovereign Charms of a Good Cone 


ſcience to ſilence every Sorrow? Why not 


obſerve how fertil and how florid are the 
Ways by which your Saviour leads his Fol- 
lowers ? Ah! The Reaſon is that You 


imagin the Way more rugged, more dif- 


ficult, more dan gerous and your Croſs more 
heavy than it is. I don't diſpute that there 


_ Hardſhips to endure, if you will carry on 


your Croſs after Chriſt. But ſtill 1 ſay, 
rugged as the Way may be, it is eaſier 
and ſafer to run along than creep. Heavy 
as your Croſs may be it is lighter to carry 
than to drag. I don't then deny, the Sor- 


rows of the Juſt to be a heavy Croſs; but I 


pretend that they are of an eaſy, nay a pleaſing 
Carriage ; becauſe the Juſt have Gop to ſup- 
port them under it. Gop himſclfdeſocndaant 
abides within Them to conquer every Diffi- 
2 with his Forces. The Juſt in ſhort fa- 
tigue a little for Gop, but at the ſame Time 
they fatigue along with him. And who may 
not emulate and nobly envy the Sufferings 
and Sorrows of Thoſe, who endure in- 


. deed a little Affliction for Gop, but happily | 


endure it in the Society of Goo? 
The Patriarch Jacob ſubmitted to a four- 

teen- years Servitude for the Love of his 

darling Rachel. The Story I believe is more 


— by known than applied, and better 


remember d than reflected on. In the Firſt 


* —_ "ne is no > Doubt but he 


muſt 
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muſt have endured ſome Fatugue: But the 
ſacred Code aſſure us, that this Fatigue was 
not immoderate; in as much as it was ren- 
| der'd light by the Vigour of his Affection: 
Jaco therefore ſerved for Rachel ſeven 


Years 3 and they ſeem d but a few Days, . 


becauſe of the Greatneſs of his Love. In 
the Second Seven Years however we: find 
not the leaſt Symptom of Sorrow, not the 
leaſt Hint of Fatigue. But whence this Diffe- 
rence? Did not Facob ſerve theſe other ſeven 
Years with equal Punctuality, Labour and 
Sweat ? Doubtleſs, he did. Whence came it 
then that the fir ſeven Years were but lightly 
fatiguing ; the J Seven free from all Fa- 
tigue? Ah! The Reaſon, which an ingenious 
Expoſitor gives us, is clear and conſoling. 
Jacob during the finſt Term of his Servitude 
was labouring for Rachel; whom he already 
loved, but as yet poſſeſs'd only in Hopes: 
In the Second, He was toiling for Rachel in 
the Poſſeſſion of Rachel. He who ſuffers for 
2 beloved Object, which he wiſhes to poſſeſs, 
feels but little Pain; becauſe the Edge of 
his Pains blunted by his Hopes is not acute 
enough to wound him or wounds him but 
gently. He, who reaches to enjoy for a 
Companion in his Toils the ſondled Object of 
his Toils, not only does not ſuffer but reaps 
Delight from his Labours; becauſe the little 
Bitter which ſtill adhered to his Fatigues is 
abſorb'd by the Sweets of the Wa 
* | Sion. 
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ſeflion. '. Dear-loved Chriſtians It is not of 
Jacos, as You may miſtakenly fancy, that I 
mean principally to talk: No: I am talking 
of every Good Chriſtian, I mean to ask you: 
What Sorrows, what Labours, what Pains, 
They can be ſenſible of, who ſuffer for Gop? 
Vo ſuffer withGop? Look ye, favour'd Souls: 
Lou ſuffer for Gop, as Jacos- ſuffer'd for 
Rachel; and this Thought alone ought to ſuf- 
fice to ſweeten every Pain. You ſuffer with 


Reflection may not only ſweeten all your Sor- 
rows but even turn them into Joys. And has 
not your gracious Gop given you the Aſſur- 
ance of all This? Courage, ſays He, by the 
„Mouth of his Prophet, Courage, my dear- 
e loved Children: For I am labouring with 
% Vou. You have but Half the Weight 
upon You of the Labours you muſt paſs 
5 er The other Half your Gop will 
< chearfully co-operate to bear along with 

: * You. Way You ſhall ſerve him with one 
i, ee Shoulder. * The other He will —— 
| . Fear nor: Let not your Hands be ee d. 
% he Lord your Gop in the Mid e 
e firong and mighty he will fave | you: 
He will rejoice” upon you in Clalagi; ; 


«© He will be ſilent in his Leue: He will 


+ Did. e be joyful upon you in Praiſe, + T 
| Ah ! Beloved Chriſtians — are me en- 


3 dearing Invitations your Gop and Saviour 
| __ * in ee to ſuffer 


for 
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bor and with him, that you may reign both 
in and : through Him. Such the gracious 


Promifes he makes you to lighten, nay to 
remove, the Sorrows.'you encounter for 
him. Vou muſt then indeed be extremely 
in the wrong; if to fuch Tenderneſs you 
ſtill correſpond with Obſtinacy and Fro- 


wardneſs and All for fear of a little Sor- 
row: Sorrow which has little more of what 
it than the Name: Sorrow which 


has little: Duration more than momentary: 
Sorrow: which is fruitful in Nothing leſs 
than eternal Joy. 5 While vou are in this 
Vale of Tears you muſt weep and be ſad. 


It is the Time of your! Pregnancy, Chri- 


ſtians: And what de od imagin you are 
gnant with but/]Esvs OHR IST, whom you 
conceived in Baptiſm." There He began to 


form himſelf in you Souls; by another 
kind of Formation indeed than That in 
the Womb of his bleſſed Virgin-Mother 2 


A Formation of Grace. In Her he was 
form' d, by the Hol v-GHOsr, all at once and 
perfectly form'd : But in the Souls of Chri- 


ſtians He is form/d)/by Degrees, is formd 


through the Operation of his Grace, im- 
proved by our Co-operation. If you per- 
ſevere then to make a good Uſe of your 
Sufferings and Sorrows; Chriſt will at length 
be 


bring him forth perfect in your Actions, 
that is, You ſhall. become ſo like to Jesvs 
MA | | CHRIST, 


perfectly form'd in you, and You ſhall 
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433 On the Third Sun DAL, G. 
Cnxisr, that his Eternal Father will ars 1 
1 knowledge you for his Children; admit 
3 you to ſhare of his Felicity; and cunvert 
your Sorrow into Fay. Then ſhall this Sick - 
neſs torment no more; that Calumny give 
no more Shame; This other Loſs afflict no 
longer: That other Grievance be repair d. 
Now indeed are you like a Woman, who, 
1 when ſhe: traveleth, bath Sorrow; becauſe 
* her Hour is come, * for Suffering. But then 
| you ſhall be like Her when deliver'd: Who, 
When ſbe hath brought-forth the Cbild, re- 
membereth no more the Anguiſb, for Foy that a 
1 Man is born into the World. + For then You 
alſo, having brought forth Ixsus Ch RIS 
in your Lives, ſhall no more remember 
Four paſt Sorrows, but with Exſtacies of 
i Joy. Then, in a word, your Hearts ſhall 
rejoice and your Joy No-one: ſhall tale from 
Tou. O Be it ſo, Alb Bounteous Gop! We 
earneſtly implore Thee: In the Name, &. 
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St. JOHN xvi. 7. 


1t is expedi ent for You, that I go. For 
VI go not; the Comforter fall not come 
to you: Butif 1 go ; T will fend bim 70 


Jou. 


N SE 3 HRIST, Beloved Auditors, 
„loved his Diſciples with an Af- 
g . fection purely ſpiritual; and 
wallet therefore well might he expect 
iitthue like unmixt Affection from 
— The Love of Chriſt's Diſciples for 
Him was partly ſenſual; and therefore no 
wonder, He ſhould not be pleaſed with it. 


Their Hearts were too ſenſitively attach'd 


to his bodily Preſence; and this Attachment 
wes ſuch a Bar to the Preſence of his Divine 
Spirit in them, that he abſolutely declared 
to them that they ſhould never be Partakers 

Vor. II. 8 of 
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of the Latter, till he had wean'd them from 10 
the Former by departing from them. I 
is expedient for you, ſays he, that I go: 


For if I go not; the Comforter ſhall not 
come to You, If I had told You, Beloved, 


without quoting my Authority, that a ſen- 


ſual Attachment even to the Human Nature 


of JesUs CHRIST 1s an Impediment to the 
ſacred Operations of his Divine Spirit in 


you; you, would have hardly believed me. 
For, What can be more ſeemingly innocent, 


nay enviable, than an Exceſs of Affection 
for that Blefſed Body, which was the Price 
of our Ranſom? * O happy, happy Exceſs 


« (You would cry) which tends to the linking 


te us inſeparably to that Model of Purity!” 

And yet You ſee ſuch an Affection, ſuch 
an Attachment, when ſenſual and there- 
fore derogatory to the more ſublime Love 
which we ought to cultivate for both his 
Divine and human Nature, is diſpleaſing 
even to JEsus himſelf; and therefore He 
declares himſelf under the Neceſſity of 
weaning All Thoſe from it . who are to be 
actuated with his Holy. Spirit. FI go not; 
« the Comforter ſhall not come to You. Your 
Affection for me is tender; but then your 
*© Tenderneſs has Something in it of ſenſual, 
Something of carnal: Whereas the Com- 
* forter is all Spirit and will not reſide in 
© any but a Heart which is void of all but 


what is ſpiritual, and unattach'd to any 


«© created 


LEY 


created Object, as Such. I is expedient 
© therefore, that I go. Becauſe / I go; You 
-* will be ſomewhat wean' d from your ſen- 
*© ſual Tenderneſs for me: Your carnal Af- 
<« feftion for my Human Nature will be- 
e come more ſubſervient to your ſpiritual 
Love of my Divine and human Subſtance: 
* And then your Hearts will be fitter to re- 
©. ceive the Hor x-GHosr and IT will ſend 
* him to Nu. | | 
O Chriſtians of mine! If then, as it ap- 
pears, the leaſt Degree of ſenſual An 
ment is of ſuch dangerous Tendency, tho 
fixt on ſo pure, ſo holy, an Obje& as the 
ſacred Humanity of Chriſt ; how very dan- 
ome (think !) muſt it not be, to ſuffer your 

earts to be attach'd to any Objects in- 


_ conſiſtent with a pure and perfect Love of 
Gop ? This Reflection it is, which leads me 


now 'to exhort you, to baniſh from your, 
| Breaſts every Attachment which forwards 
not that perfect Love you owe to Gop as 


- Gop. To render then my Advice the more 


effectual I ſhall now endeavour to ſhew you. 


I. The Nature of ſenſual Attachments 
and the Marks to know them by; and 


II. The Danger of ſuch Attachments and 


the Methods of ſhunning them. 
O Gop! Thou Plenitude of Blif! Em- 


© bitter to our Souls and Senſes every Object 
* which does not lead to Thee: And ſince 
3 «© Thou 
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e Thou has' t made our Heart's capacious 
*© to enjoy Thee, let them be void of All 


** beſide thyſelf: Nay keep them ever reſt- 


4 leſs till They repoſe 1 in Thee.“ 


I. When I talk of ſenſual Attachments 
to created Objects inconſiſtent with the 


pure and perfect Love we owe to our Lord 


Gop; it cannot well be ſuppoſed that 1 
mean to talk of Thoſe which are inſep⸗ 
rable from actual or habitual Sin, whether 


mortal or venial. It being ſelf-evident that 


every Attachment to Sin is not only danger- 
ous but criminal; and not only inconſiſtent 
_ a perfect Love of Gop, but, deſtructive 
it. 
There are, beſides thoſe Affections which 
are immediately ſinful and therefore evi- 
dently to be avoided, Others of a leſs 


obvious Nature; which are not however 


always unpernicious in their Conſequences. 
Such are thoſe Attachments to —_— 
Goods which hurry Mankind into the 

tual reſtleſs Purſuit of Riches, Pease 
Power and Eſteem. Now we cannot be 

ſaid to be attach'd to Theſe; if we barely 

23 them with Reference to Gop, and 
love them only as they are the Means of 
loving and honouring Him. For then our 
Love for them is calm, orderly, and ſubor- 
dinate to the Love of the Divine Donor 
of them: Or rather, to ſpeak more pro- 
: "a 


* 


reer 


- after EASTERN. 
perly, it is not Them we love, but Gop in 
them. An earthly Attachment is a violent 


Affection, the- turbulent Im tuoſity of a | 


Heart, which, ſeeking itſelf in the Object 
It fondles, is carried or rather hurried out 
of itſelf into the created Good, which 
attracts it. This Kind of Attachment, as 
it is always fix'd, in oppofition to the 
eſtabliſh'd economy of the Divine Dictates, 

on Objects unworthy of, or not wholly deſerv- 
ing, the Affection of the Soul, is ever attended 
with diſorderly Tumults in the Heart; 

often robs it of all Reſt; and makes it loſt 
to it's Owner, loſt to itſelf, even to a 
Degree of Madneſs or Folly. T have 
many times ſeen it externally accompanied 


with Some of the ſtrongeſt Degrees of 


convulfive Pangs, Varacity of Stomach, and 
Eagerneſs of Motion 'in every Limb: At 
other times I have ſeen it carried to the 
reverſed Extremes, Decay of "Appetite, a 
total Loſs of Reſt and and almoſt 
common Feeling: Which 


chat dries up the very Marrow, waſtes the 


Seeds of Life, brings on Deſpair and even - 


untimely Death. 


Such are the en Progreſſions of 


Attachments to the very ſlighteſt Things; if 

not in time reſtrain'd, Nay there is no ſaying, 

10 what Extravagance of Fury any Paſſion or 
Affection 


not remedied 
in time; cauſes a ſlow-conſuming Languor, 
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Affection for the moſt trivial earthly Objects 

may proceed ; If it be ſuffer'd to get head 

and become violent. For every Violence of 11 
Aﬀection is a kind of drunken Rage of the 

Soul, which unbraces all it's Harmony, f 

and, without regard to the Merit of De- 

merit of the Things he loves, worries the j 

( 

| 


whole Man with a Frenzy of Fondneſs for 
it, ſo as to keep him ever on the Rack 
of Jealouſy, for fear Any beſides him- 
ſelf ſhould enjoy or even wiſh to enjoy it; 
or elſe ſo as to torture him with reſtleſs 
Hatred forAll who are not equally enamour'd 
with the Object he fondles. Such are the 
Diſorders attending every Violence of Attach- 
ment: Diſorders in themſelves abſolutely 
 inſupportable. And therefore as no Man, 
Beloved, can anſwer how ſoon the Circum- 
ſtances gathering round his Affection, or the 
Object it is fix d upon, will render his 
Attachment violent; it muſt highly behove 
all Men to ſtand perpetually upon their 
guard againſt letting their Hearts be attach'd 
to any created Objects, tho ever ſo trifling, 
ever ſo innocent. And the more ought 
they to ſtand upon their guard as All haye 
the Seeds of fuch a pernicious Attachment 
in them; and thoſe Seeds in Every-One 
are big with the like evil Fruits : Every- 
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cei ved, bringeth-forth Sin. But Sin, uben 


it is conſummate, engendereth Death, 
To know therefore when our Affections 


for created Objects are free from dangerous 
Attachment and when not, we muſt pry. 
into the Effects of them in us. If their. 


Operations are calm and regular ; if they 


keep an exact Conformity with the Love 


and Duty we owe to Gop, as our Gop; 
if we make them not Ends but Means, and 


love the Creatures only for the Creator's 


fake; in a word, if, mindful that every 
excellent Preſent, as St. JaMEs ſays, * and 
every perfect Gift is from above, deſcend- 
ing from the Father of Lights, All our 
Fondneſs for the Goods of this. Life is 


14 


bounded to the applying them to ſuch Uſes 


as we think will beſt anſwer the Intention 
of the Divine Donor of them; and at 


the ſame time we endeavour to uſe them 
without Senſuality and to be ready to part 


with them without Regret ; we have great 


Room to comfort ourſelves with the Hopes, 
that our Affections for earthly Things are 
not Attachments to them. But for little 


Exceſs, Irregularity, or Diſorder, we diſcover 


in our Love for created Beings; for little it 
breaks-in upon our Accompliſhment of the 
Ordinances, nay the Councils of Gop ; for 


little, in ſhort, that it. obſtructs, or even 


damps, the Fervor of our Love for Him; 


our 
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our earthly Love is dangerous and we 
_ ought by all means to ſuppreſs it as a per- 
nicious Attachment. 

There- are Three Sorts of Objects which 
are apt to inſinuate themſelves into the 
Heart of Man: Thoſe which operate 
by the Inſtigations of Senſuality: Thoſe 
which owe all their Attractives to the 
ſecret Impulſe of Nature: And Thoſe which 
receive all their Activity from the Dictates 
of Devotion The Fir/t Sort are in them- 
ſelves neither good nor bad; if conſider'd 
abſtractedly from the Effects they produce: 
Such are worldly Pomp and eee Gaiety 


of Dreſs and Brilliancy of Equipage: Such 


are Balls, Operas, Comedies, and ol 
Feaſts and public Shews. All whic 
abſolutely poſſible to reconcile with p 
niceſt Innocence, And yet if we conſider 
them in Practice, how apt they are to 
diſſipate the Soul, to enervate heavenly 
Affections, and baniſn from the Heart thoſe 
nobler Objects which ought to engroſs it; 
we cannot but ſee that every Degree of 
Love for them is a dangerous Attachment, 


which every Chriſtian ought to guard 


againſt, who aims at Perfection and wiſhes 
to improve in the ſeraphic Love of Gop. 
Again That Second Sort of Objects, which, 


with the Voice of Nature, call upon us for | 
Affection: Such as a Parent, a Child, a 
alen. a Relation, a Benefactor and a 


Friend, 
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Friend, have Nothing of Evil in Them ef 
themſelves ; but on the contrary are real 
Goods and worthy of our Affection. Tis 
we difform them into Evils, by loving them 
to an undue Exceſs; by ſuffering our Af- 
tection for them to raiſe diſorderly Tumults 
in our Breaſts; by carrying our Tenderneſs 


for them to ſenſual Paſſion, Anxiety, Jea- 


louſy, Sollicitude, or Negle& of ſuperior 
Duties, ſuch as the Duty of Advancement 
in the Love of Gop, of perfect Conformity 
with his divine Commands, and of intire 


Submiſſion of Ourſelves and all T hings to' 


his all-wiſe Diſpoſal. And it is this Exceſs 
which makes our Affection for them a mere 
earthly Attachment, and Ourſelves unworthy 
of the Name of Diſciples of Chriſt. Hence 
Chriſt himſelf declares, that eveh this Love, 

tho” ſo natural, ſo lawful, ſo commendable 
in itſelf (if it be carried to Exceſs, if it be 


not regulated by Chriſtian Prudence, and 


ſubordinate to the Will of Gop) is extremely 


dangerous; and may even forfeit to a Diſci- 


ple of Chriſt the Privilege of a Diſciple; by 
infringing upon the Honour due to Ohtiſt. 
He who loveth Father or Mother; Son or 
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Daughter above me, is not worthy of me, St. Mans 


ſays Chriſt, * Nay our Divine Lord expreſſes 
himſelf elſewhere in yet ſtronger Terms : 


Tf any Man, ſays he, + come to me and hate £9 St. Luke 


not his Father and Mother, and Wife and 
Children, and Brethren and $ ifters, nay and 
Vor. II. n 8 his 
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„„ he cannot le iny Dif. 

15 So far then from letting the Love 
of created Objects, even of Thoſe which 
the Laws of Nature command us to love; 
break-in upon. the ſuperior Love we owe 
to the Sovereign Source of their and aur 
Beings: . If we mean to have any Part with 
Chriſt in Gon; we muſt convert into 
Hatred every Affection ſor them which any 
way obſtructs our Advancement 1 in the puts 
Love of Him. 

But there is another Kind of Objeds, both 
within and without us, to all appearance, of 
a far more delicate Nature: Thoſe I mean 
which receive all their Influence in our 
Affection from the Dictates of Devotion, 
and which are therefore deem'd Goods. of 
the holieſt, nay of the moſt deſirable Kind. 
And yet even Theſe are but too often fruitful 
in the Diſordets and Exceſſes I have already 
mention'd ; and therefore all Degrees of 
Attachment to them ought to be equally 
avoided : Such are your very frequent Con- 
feſſions and Communions, Tendernefles in 
Prayer, frequent ſpiritual Conferences, in- 
ward Conſolations, holy Diſſolvings of the 
Soul in Time of Meditation, and other re- 
ligious Comforts, which devout Perſons are 
often favour'd with. Theſe are All in them- 
ſelves great and dehirable Bleſſings, . where 
the Perſon, who is indulged with them, is 
under 2 Direction of a prudent, learned, 


holy 
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ſpiritual Senſations; they are not ſafe. And 


throw them into an abſolute Indevotiort 


- aft EA STE R. 
xperienced' Paſtor ; and in a Cheri 


ſtian Readineſs to renounce them, when 
Gop ſhall be pleaſed to afflict him with the” 


Denial of them, But whenever this Readi- 
neſs is wanting in the Penitent; or the Di- 
rector is not wholly verſed in the Illuſions 
attending on too great a Fondnefs for theſe 


efore is it of the utmoſt Conſequence 
for Chriſtians to guard againſt an Exceſs of 


Deſire or Fondneſs of them; leſt, from a 


State of Piety, a ſudden Difappointment 


and Tepidity, For how often does it 
that a Perſon, who has been indalged 
Wich theſe kinds of ſpiritual Comforts, on 


the firſt Barrenneſs of Devotion, grows me- | 


lancholy, is tired with the leaſt Aridity, 
rows fractious, =] diſcouraged ; 
murs at his Affliction, tepines, and 


gives himſelf up to {; piritual Sloth wy Mo. 


ther of every Vice. 8 05 


Another Danger too attendivg on theſe 


imperfect Degrees of Piety, is ſpiritual Pride? 
This often hurries devout Perſons into a 


fond Opinion of their own little religious 
Actions or makes them, at leaſt, tender of 


the Reputation of being Devout. And 


therefore ought We with redoubled Seriouſ- 
neſs to be upon our Guard always to think 


but meanly of ourſelves, and never to de- | 
ae more Reputation chan is profitable to 
E W 
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the Edification of our 3 and the 
Promotion of the Almighty's Honour . The 
chief Means then of effecting This wilt 
be a total Submiſſion of ourſelves to Gop . 
in Spirituals as well as Temporals, without 
ever defiring any internal Comforts more 
than Gop is pleaſed to give us, and Thoſe 
. only as long as he ſees them proper for us. 
O how many Souls have been loſt for want 
of this Submiſſion ! How Many have fallen 
into Sin, Illafion, Hereſy, Damnation, by 


-, too great an Attachment to f piritualized 


Senſuality. And how Many, for want of 
making Gop the chief Mover of all their 
Affections, have render'd the greateſt ſpiri- 
tual Bleſſings the ſevereſt Curſes! Such is 


the Nature and ſuch the Marks of "nhl 
Attachment. | 


'%, II. After A J have aid, it is almoſt 
needleſs to add any Thing, Chriſtians, to 
convince you, how very dangerous it is to 
ſuffer your Hearts to be attached to Aught 
which is earthly, when you have a Gop who 
is worthy and has a Right to engroſs all 
your Affections. It is ſufficient to convince 
us of This, that we reflect only on the 
Greatneſs of the Injury we yg to Gop: 
An Injury ſo much the more crying, as He | 
has commanded us to give our Hearts 
. wholly to Him, and has a Right to thoſe 
hea in Contideration of what He a” ; 

| waat 


what We are, and what He has done for 
us: A Gop who created us out of Nothing = 
and created us for the Enjoyment. of him- "I, 
ſelf: Our Author and our End. Itbe Lord. 7 
ſays He, * am your Beginning and your End. ſecal. i. 
What then can we expect; if we alienate 1 
our Hearts from Him, by attaching them to 
or dividing them with his Creatures, but 
that He ſhould, with-hold his Spirit from 
us and fulfill his Word, the _Holy-Ghoſt 
ſhall not come to you? And What have we 
then to do but ſeriouſly to break with the. 
World and reunite ourſelves to him? ' What 
| | have we to truſt to but feriouſly to employ 
the main Emotion of our Souls; Love, 1 
mean to link ourſelves to Gop. It was in 
this Love, that Salomon, that experienced 
Worldling, ſaw the Vanity of every Aﬀec- 
tion which tended not to Gop. It was in 
the perfect Love of Gop he ſaw the Empti- 
neſs of every other Object out of him. 
Let us then, Beloved Brethren, learn Wiſ- 
dom from his Experience and recur to 
a ſerious Study of this ſacred Affection: 
That we may drown all other Affections in 
it, Let neither Fleſh, nor Blood, nor Life, 
nor Death, nor any other created Thing, 
ſeparate us by falſe Attachment, from that 
pure Love of Gop which is in CHRIS 
Ixsus. Let us remember that CHRIS 
himſelf would not ſuffer his Apoſtles to 
be ſenſually attach'd even to ſo holy an 
0 1 | | | Object, 


4 
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Object, ſo deſirable a Good as his viſible 
Preſence, but obliged them to renounce it 


for a Time, as an Impediment to their Re- 
ception of the ampler Communications of his 


med Holy. Spirit: Becauſe that Holy Spirit requires 


4 Heart pure and void of every created Af. 
feftion which may leſſen the perfect Love 


of Gp. V I do not go; the Hoby-Ghoh 


Fe 


Wherefore then, Beloved, let us heaces 


forth endeavour to throw-off all Fordnels for 
earthly Things, tho' ſeemingly ever ſo inno- 


cent: That our Hearts, as the Compaſs is, 


when diſtant from it's favorit Pole, may re- 


main reſtleſs till they fix in Gop. Thou, O 
Gon, did'ſt create them to be ſo; and even, 
in ſpite of our n are chey ſo. Our 
40 s, ſays St. Auguſtin, are "reſtleſs; till 
* they repoſe in Thee, Ves, ſpite of all our 


Perverſity, Thou alone can'ſt- kettle them z 


Thou alone repleniſſ. them. Witk other 
Things they may be taken-upf but ne 


fill'd; No: It is thy Immenſity muſt Bl 


them; of they remain infatlable. Pill 
them chen, Gracious Gob, with thy enliven- 


ing Grace, and let all other Objects ficken 


(nay deaden) to our Souls But Thee. And 


ſinee it is expedient for us, Lord, that Thou 


be ſometime corporally abſent from our 


Eyes; fulfill thy gracious Word and ſerid 
the Comforter fo Us. Which 1 beſeech Thee 5 


| Ie the Name, Ne. 
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ds JOHN xvi. 24. 1469297 
Dari! now Du have not ab'd any Thing : in 


amy Name. Ask and you ſhall receive; 


that mw Foy may. be full. 


50 U wonder, Beloved Chrictans, 
G | why you advance ſo little in the 


7 

great Work of your Salvation: 
A el & You wonder, nay murmur, at 
| the ill Succeſs of your temporal 


ok | And, when Things run counter 


SIE 7 


to your Wiſhes ; how do you repine ! But ah 


Deareſt Fellow-Chriſtians Why do you 
wonder? Why do you repine? If you covet 
the Grace and Aſſiſtance of the Almighty ; 
why don't you ask it? Is it ſo grievous a Task 


to recur for Relief, when you may have it for 
asking it? So deſirous is your Divine Bene - 


factor of granting you every Thing you 


Want, 


- 
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Want, that he graciouſly condeſcends to 


court You to ask it of him, by a ſolemn 
Promiſe, that you ſhall never ask in yain, 
Amen, Amen I jay to you: If you ak the 


13 5 Father any thing in my Name; he will give 


yourſe 


it you,, Whom then can you blame, but 

ou Ives, for the Want of every Blefling 
which is denied you? The Gifts of Gop 
are ſurely worth very little, if they are not 


worth your asking for. And yet O how 


generally remiſs are Chriſtians in this Par- 


_ ticular! It is this Remiſſneſs your Saviour 


ſo tenderly complains of in the ineffable 
Words of my Text: Until now you have 
not asd any Thing in my Name, And I 
appeal to yourſelves, if he has not the 


juſteſt Cauſe of Complaint ; Inſtead then 


of murmuring at his Providence and won- 


dering, that you receive not every Favour 


you wiſh for; rather wonder that you re- 
ceive Any, while you really ask for None. 


« What! Chriſtians; and not pray? Tis 


a2 Miſtake: We ſay our Prayers daily in 


« private; hear public Prayers on Holy- 
« Days; and, whenever we want Favours 
« of Gop, are ready to ask them in Chriſt's 
« Name.” It may be ſo: Chriſtians, But 
then, how do you ſay your Prayers? | How 
do you ask Bleſſings of Gop? Every Re- 
queſt, is not a Prayer; and Chriſt has 


not promiſed, that any Thing elſe ſhall be 
heard but our Prayers, Therefore I ſay 
„„ es ". 


after EAST ER. 


to you, ow Chriſt, * a/l Thing s wharfever * * 4. Mork 


you at praying, believe ther you ſhall re- 
cerve, and they ſhall come unto you. 
Hence, Beloved, is the Myſtery unfölded, 
why you want and wiſh and ask fo rhany 
Favours of GoD more than you receive. 
It is not, that your Saviour has deceived 
you: But You have deceived - yourſelves; 
You have ask'd, and ask'd, and ask'd many 
Things in the Name of Chriſt. And yet, 
as he reproaches you, Until now you have 
not ask'd any Thing in his Name : That is, 
Fou have not axle any Thing praying. 
Hitherto you have uſed his holy Name in 
vain; becauſe you have either uſed it to 
wrong Purpoſes, or in a wrong Manner. 
Awake then, dear Fellow-Chriſtians, from 


ur Illuſion: Accept the gracious Invita- TE, 


tion of Chrift to Prayer. As and you ſhall 
receive, that your Foy may be full. Ask as 
you ought ; ask praying; and ask, for the 
Future, with double Diligence. That you 
may henceforth be able to practice this with 

Succeſs, I ſhall briefly explain to you, | 


I. 'The Nature and Neceſſary Conditions 15 


of Prayer; and 
II. The fruitful wondrous Efficacy of It. 


0 Mean time, O Thou, all-gracious Gop! 
© Dart thy bright Influence through our 
ce, Souls and lift our Hearts to Thee; that, 
< taſting once the Sweets of ſpiritual Con- 

Vor. II. Mm m verſation 
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verlation with Thee, we may grow eager 
after it and ſeek the true Delight, which 


« Prayer affords to All eg e uſe . 1 
0 and uſe it want 1 | 


er 


* 


. 


"4. 


I. Prayer is a kind of ſpititahl aa 
it Gop © The only Means. we Creatures 
have to converſe with, and entertain, vur 


| Alinighty Creator; Tis an humble Eleva- 


tion of the Mind and Heart to his Divine 


_ Majeſty, to implore the Grace Aſſiſtance 


ue Relief we want of him in our Neceffi= 


ties. Now if we conſider the infinit B. 


ſtance between the Divine Being and Us; 


if we but reflect on our own dontemptible 


Littleneſs, and the Immenſity-of his Great- 
neſs and Glory; we cannot but know, that 
it bekoves Us, in approaching to him, to uſe 
the utmoſt Citchmipection in our Behaviour 
as well external as internal. And therefore 
whenever we'go to our Prayers we cannot 

ace "ourſelves in too reverential a Poſture. 


ith whit profound Reſpect ought we not 


to kneel, when we are talking td him! 


How” decently-ought not. our 5 to be 
compoſed ; our Body erect; our Knees - on 
the Ground; our Eyes either modeſtly 
cloſed or devoutly fix d on our Book, or on 
Kim, or his Altar, or on whatever elſe may 
Ut our Attention to Him! How carefully 
ought we not to avoid lolling, leaning, 
gazing © on one Side or another, and every Irre- 


verence 


ny 


Foundations! How often ar't thou thus 


- EASTER, , 


verence! What can be a greater Game than 
to {ee a Creature behave with Indecency ar 


Indifference, in the Preſence of his Creator 


in the very Adt of imploring bis Aſfiſtance ? 
And yet O immortal Majeſty af Heaven! 
O Thou before whom the Angels of Heaven 
tremble, and the Earth ſhakes from it's 


groſly inſulted 2 do we hehave, 
in praying to Thee, with an Indignit 
1 which we would * 2 
ſume to uſe to many of our Fellow-loſeQts! 
And this is one Cauſe, Beloved, why you 
ask in vain. many of the Favours you want. 
Examen a littie into your Behaviour at 
Prayer; and judge, from your. Deportment 
at it, Whether or not it is worthy to be 
icall'd Prayer. Are you any ſooner on your 
2Knies' than fitting back on your Heels; 
:lolling on the firſt Bench or Chair which 
is near you; iſtaring about at every little 
Rumour you Hear; if not often intefrupting 
your Prayers in Church with impertinent 


Chat? Who can give a better Account of 
Faſhions at a Play, than you can at Church? 
Who is more cenſorious or watchful of a 
Neighbour's Conduct in a profane Aſſembly 


than you are in the Houſe of Gon? And : 


can you call this praying to Gop? No, 
is inſulting him. And therefore it is, as 
St. — the A 


poſtle ſays, that you have 


ed dera vou ask not. That is, you do 


W not 
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not as praying. You ask indeed; but not 
in a Manner becoming the Dignity of Prayer: 


In ſhort, ſays the ſame holy Apoſtle. Du ask 
and receive not; becauſe you as amiſs. What- 


ever You do then, Chriſtians; leave-off ſuch 
Indecencies. Demean yourſelves, in the awful 
Preſence of Gop's all- ſeeing Majeſty, with 
a Decorum at leaſt equal to That, which you 
muſt think but due even to an Earthly Su- 
perior. If you are ſick, or lame, or other- 
wiſe indiſpoſed for kneeling; ſtanding or 
ſitting may be ſometimes allow d you. But 


then there is a Reverence to be ſhewn in the 
eaſieſt Poſture your Condition may require 
you to be in. In ſhort, converſing with 
2 Maker, whether ſick or well, whether 
kneeling, ſtanding, fitting, or laid- down, in 
Bed or out; your external Carriage ſhould 
expreſs internal Reverenee. And This is 
one Condition neceſſary to raiſe your Petitions 
conformable to the Nature of Prayers. 

And yet, Beloved, it is the Leaſt of the 
Many Conditions with which your Petitions 
ought to be accompanied. If your Limbs 


ſhould be thus e eee while you are at 
more compoſed ought 


your Mind and Heart to be? Gon ſees the 
One and the Other as diſtinctly as he does 
vour external Members: And therefore can- 
not but be anger'd to Indignation, when he 
ſees a Creature preſuming to call his Attention 

down upon it; while at the ſame time that 


after EAST ER. 


very Creature diſdains to honour his awful 


Majeſty with the Attention which is ſove- 
reignly his due. Nay he expreſly declares his 
Indignation at ſuch Treatment by the Mouth 


of his holy Prophet Iſaiah. * And our divine * e 
. Saviour reiterates it to the Phariſees of his 
Time: 1 e Hypocrites ! well hath Isa AH +5: Marth 


prophefied of you, ſaying, Tarts PropLy w. 
HONOURE TH ME WITH THETR LIrs; 


BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR FROM ME: 
AND IN yAIN DO THEY WORSH1P ME. 
Ah Chriſtians! Chriſtians! Are there no 
Phariſees here? No Hypocrites among you? 
Have You never ſtood in the Preſence of 
your Gop, with your Lips uttering: Peti- 
tions to him; while your Hearts have run 


riot after Objects quite foreign to him ? 


I you have; in vain did you worſhip him; 
If you have; ; your Worſhip was a Proz. 
nation of his dread Majeſty. And there- 
fore is it no wonder, if, inſtead of Bleſſings, 
you reap d Curſes to yourſelves: No won- 

der, if, inſtead of departing better d i 


Yourſelves, better d in your Tircurihinices, 


you have gone from his Preſence in a worſe 
Situation of Body Soul and Circumſtance 
than you were in before. The Reaſon is 
Plain: Tou 1000 and received not, redaſe e 
you asR'd- amiſs. 


But then, e let your Lie and 
your Hearts be ever fo rei pectfully lifted 


n up” together to the Lord your Gop; you 


can have little Room to hope, that he will 
vouchſafe any Attention to the Ouerſow- 
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ings of Either, unleſs you endeavour to 
preſent them to him pure and clean from 
every Thing which is finful and diſpleaſing 

in his Sight, Shall a poor Reptil of the 
Earth dare riſe in Rebellion — the 
Author of his Being; perſiſt in an actual 
Enmity with him; and yet preſume to 
expect from him a Favour * asking it? 
What inſolent Arrogance would not This 
be! Chriſt has indeed graciouſly made him- 
ſelf Guarantee, that all your Prayers ſhall 
be heard. But do Prayers conſiſt merely 
in Words? No, Jays venerable Bupx, 
Prayer .conſiſts not m merely in the Ut- 
<« terance of a few ſupplicatory Words:; 


but in faithfully and devoutly (fulfilling 


% our Duty to our Creator. Without THis 


then, Chriſtians, call your Petitions vvhat you 
pleaſe: They are really no Prayers, or not 


Such as Chriſt promiſed a Bleſſing to. For, 


as the Wiſeman ſays, 'the Sarrifices of »the 


* Wickedare Momination to Gop. * Andrelſe- 
where, He, aubo, turns away-his Ears rom 
Hearing the Lau, even bis Prayer ſball be 
execrabie. Think then, Chriſtians, and 
apply this Doctrin to yourſelves. Ho 


often have You bent your Knees to _ 


to | implore his Aſſiſtance; while 


P 


deal of your ee, Inelinations? 


How 


Nee eee WO vv eee 


aſter EASTER: 


How often have You approach'd to that 


Fountain. of Purity, cruſted-over with Un- 
cleanneſs! At leaſt, have you ever been 
ſufficiently careful ere you placed your- 


ſelves in his awful Preſence, to purify 


your Hearts, by Contrition, from every 
Stain of ſinful Affections? If you have not; 
ceaſe to wonder at the little Advantage 
you have reap'd from your Petitions. 
Rather wonder at, and acknowledge, the 
merciful Goodneſs of Gop in not exter- 
minating you from his Preſence for pre- 
farming to inſult him with Prayers which 


were Abominations in his Sight, or at leaſt 


with ſuch Devotions as wanted the defired 


Purity to render them pleaſing to Him. . 


You asRd and received not: And why, 
but becauſe you asd amiſs? It was for. 


want of this defired Purity, that David, 


with all his Devotion and Humiliation of 
Mind and' Heart, in praying to. Gop for 
the Life of the Child of Bath/heba, the 


Child of his Sin, was by the Almighty 


refuſed what he pray d for. He had not 


ſufficiently cleanſed himſelf. from Sin: His 


Concern for having. offended his Gop was 
mixt with a Concern for the Fruit of his 


Offence: His Contrition was not equal to 
his Crime. And therefore, He asR'd an] 
received not, becauſe he asd amiſs, _ . 
However, Beloved, remember that you 

are not promiſed all Things you as ab- 


ftlutel, 


483 


45 


on the "Fifth SUD 


ſolutely, but all Things whatſoever you ash 


Praying, You ask then, but you can- 
not be faid to ask praying; whenever you 
ask What is unlawful or unfit for you, 


And therefore never wonder if you are 


not gratified: But rather thank the infinit 


Goodneſs of Gop for denying you, when 


you are weak enough to make idle Peti- 
tions. The Royal Prophet, in the Abun- 
dance. of his Grief, was weak enough to 
ask Gop for the Preſervation of the Child's 


Life which he had: gotten in Adultery. 


The Requeſt was unlawful ; becauſe Go - 
had ſignified to him, by the Mouth of 
his Prophet Nathan, that He would mani- 


_ feſt his Divine Juſtice by puniſhing him 


with the Death of that Child. Again the 
Life of that Child might probably have 
wean' d his Affections from Gop or might, 
at leaſt, as he was ſo fond of it, have 
leſſen d his Contrition for the Crime, by 


which he got it: It could not therefore be 


proper for him, that the Child ſhould live; 


the Life of which was of ſuch dangerous 


Conſequence to his Salyation, and ſo oppoſit 


to the Glory of Gop. No wonder there- 


fore, that all his Tears, Humiliations, and 
Petitions for the Life of the Infant, ſhould 


not avail, He ſued, he peticion'd, he 


ask'd; but he did not as praying. In 
other words, He asd and received: not, 

e he ald amiſs, 2 
Ia 


* dd 
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T BASH, 
In like Manner, Deareſt Chriſtians, you 


often ask Favours of Heaven. But alas, 


perhaps, if you knew what you ask; you 


Would find, that it is What only the utmoſt 


Rigour of Gop's Juſtice can induce him to 


grant you. Vou ask Proſperity in Under- | 


takings, which, at the Bottom, are, perhaps, 


criminal. Your Requeſt then is unlawful; - 


becauſe it becomes the Juſtice of Gop, 


and his Glory requires it, that your Views 


ſhould be diſappointed. You ask, perhaps, 


the Acquiſition of an eaſy Fortune: You * 


ask the Poſſeſſion of ſuch a Woman for a 
Wife: You ask a Child or ſome other worldly 


Gratification. But how do you know, 
whether the Fortune, the Wife, or the 


Child, you ask, may not wean your Heart 
from Gop ; fix your Attachment more 


ſtrongly on earthly Happineſs ; and perhaps 
be the Occaſion of your final Damnation? 
Therefore Nu as: and receive not, becauſe 


you ask amiſs. - 
If then, Beloved Chriſtians, You de- 


| fire to be refuſed Nothing You ask, let 


your Method be to ask Nothing but 
what is lawful and conſiſtent with Gop's 
Glory , and your eternal Salvation, As 
long as you ask heavenly Things, it is con- 
ſiſtent with Gop's Glory and your Good 


that he ſhould grant them; and, if you 
ask Them eyxrxAvyinG, that is, with the 


outward and inward Diſpofitions worthy 


* 
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of a truly Chriſtian Prayer, believe that 
you ſhall receive and they ſhall come unto 


u. But whenever you ask what is un- 


lawful or unfit, it becomes his immenſe 


Wiſdom and Mercy to refuſe it. And 
therefore Nu will at and receive not, 
becauſe you ask amiſs, To be ſure then, 
T jay Beloved, of never being refuſed 


what you ask, ask the Grace of Gop; ask 


your eternal Salvation. Theſe you are ſure 
may ask, and will receive; becauſe 


Chriſt has promiſed ; and therefore muſt 


and will grant them, in virtue of his 
Divine Promiſe. Ask tben the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and all Things elſe ſhall be added 
fo you over and above, that is to fay, 
Gop's Grace and all the neceſſary and 


' ſufficient Means conſiſtent with and con- 


ducive to it. 


But what (you'll jay perhaps) Is -it 


e then unlawful to ask for tem 


“ Bleflings? No: I don't ſay it is; pro- 
vided you always ask them with a due 
Submiſſion to Gop's bleſſed Will, and only on 
Condition of their being perfectly conſiſtent 


with his Honour and your ſovereign Good. 


I only fay, that Many Things, you wiſh 
and petition for, are improper for you to 
receive; and therefore, if you ask them 


abſolutely, you do not ask praying. And 


therefore you ask and receide not, becauſe 
you as, amiſs, But whatever lawful Favour 
5 | you 


* 


2 


W 
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. ofter EAS T ER. as 
vou ack in the ſubmiſſive 3 Man- 


ner which becomes a Chriſtian, can never 
hurt you; but may obtain you what yon 
yearn after; and will, if It be good for 


9 
But chen that even theſe Prayers may 


have Force, they muſt be accampanied 


with Afſiduity and Perſeverance. Vou are 


not to expect that your Prayers are 
to be always granted as ſoon as offer'd. 
No, Gor: often delays the Favours he means 
not to refuſe: Either becauſe he takes De- 
light in your converſing with him; or 
becauſe he will put your Conſtancy and 
Fidelity to a Trial. Thus did he do by 
the Children of Iſrael when beſieged by 
Holgfernes: And thus may he do by You, 
when beſet by Afflictions. Never then 2 


Vau follow their Example, Never 


dſume to fix a Time for his Mercies. | 5 


are pan to t 
No: Do not bind the Counſels of the Lord: 
But wait for Salvation of him and call 
upon him. In a word, pray, implore, be- 
ſeech and importune God, with Patience, 

0 il he hears you. This your Divine Lord 
requires of you, and therefore tells you in 
the xvüith of St Luke, that it Gehowerh 
always to pray, and not to be aveary. And 
the better to encourage you to Conſtancy 
adds two Parables: One of the Widow 
er forced even an unjuſt Judge by her 

Nun 2 Importunities 


* 


empt the Lord your Gov? * * Fudith | | 
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Importunities to render her Juſtice: The 
Other, in the xith Chapter, of a Man, who 
gain d, by Importunity, the Loan of the 
three Loaves from his reluctant Neighbour: 
And theſe our Divine Maſter concludes 
with this gracious Invitation to Conſtancy, 
T ſay to you: Ask and it ſhall be given 


you, ſeek and you ſhall find, knock ag m 
r age 4 55 


II. guch, Beloved, are 50 Gn 


requiſit to elevate your Petitions to the Dig- 


nity of Prayers. Such are the Prayers ac- 
ceptable to your Good Gop : And what is 


it ſuch Prayers cannot, will not obtain 
you from Heaven, which is lawful for 


you to wiſh, or proper for you to ask? 
Tt was with ſuch Prayers as theſe,” that 


Tſaac obtain'd Iflue, after his Wife had 


been many years barren; that the holy 
Propheteſs Anna was cured of her Barren- 


neſs in an advanced Age; that the hol 


Prophet Elias obtain'd the Bleſſing of a 


Child for his unfruitful Hoſteſs. Such is the 


ſovereign Efficacy of Prayer offer'd in this 
Manner, that Gop ſuffers himſelf, in ſome. 
Senſe, to be graciouſly forced by them. 


Thus the $zc& of a Leproſy urged our Divine 
Lord to work a miraculous Cure on them: 


Thus did the Centurion ſollicit the Re- 


eſtabliſhment of his Servant's Health: And 
thus did 11 * of the Ne force 


Irxsus 
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Irsvus to reſtore to him living, his deceaſed 

Daughter: In a word, Brethren, if you pray 
thus, with outward Reverence, and with 
inwird Purity, Attention, Fervor and Pa- 
tience; what Miracle is there which your 
Prayers cannot, will not obtain? Vou may 
cure the moſt inveterate Diſeaſes: Vou may 
recall departed Life: You may obtain the Re- 
moval of Mountains: Nay, you may remove 
the moſt enormous Iniquities from the Breaſt 
of Others or your own; force down the 
Grace of Gop ; work your own ' Juſtifi-- 


cation, and take "Heaven by Violence. How 
elſe did the humble Publican, rid him 
ſelf of the unwieldy Weight of 'Guilt he 


brought with him into the Temple? 
What more did He than, with the 
Diſpoſition of Senſes, Mind and Heart, I 
have mention'd to you, utter that humble 


= . . i 5 
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Petition: God, be merciful to me a ner! 2 5 Lak 


And accordingly. ſays our Bleſſed Saviour, * 
This Man went down into his Houſe. juſtia 


fied. + Such, Dear Fellow-Chriſtians; is the + #id 


Divine Efficacy of true Prayer. He a 
| and received, in-as-much as he 45d praying. 

Vou may ſee hence, Beloved, that I am 
not againſt Sinners faying their Prayers; if 


they fay them in the Manner they ought, 


On the contrary : Sinners ſtand in the greateſt 


Need of this facred Remedy againſt their 


miſerable State. Nor indeed have They any 
other Chance of riſing from it than by ſolli- 
| : citing 
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citing Heaven for Grace and Mercy. But 


then what Grace, what Mercy, can a Sinner 


expect from his offended Gop ; when He 


preſumes to pray to Him, without firſt en- 


deavouring to purify himſelf from the Vices 


which offend Him ! Ah Sinners! This is all 


Chap. i 


which is required of you, to make your 
Prayers as grateful in the Eyes of Gop as 
Thoſe of the moſt innocent of his Saints. 
Hear then the ineffable gracious Terms 
which your Gop vouchſafes to make with 


vou, by the Mouth of his Prophet Isa1an:* 
_ Waſh you make you clean: Ceaſe to do Euil : 


Learn to do well; and though your Sins be 


as Scarlet, they ſhall be made ä as Snow. 
What ſay you, Sinners? Can you have Souls 


and refuſe fo gracious an en It 
cannot be. 


Apply then, Beloved, apply earneltly. to 
Prayer. Sinners or Saints, you fee, you may 


render .it of ſovereign Efhicacy to you. Alas, 


alas! what innumerable Bleſſings and Graces - 
have you hitherto loſt for want of applying 
to it; Nt leaſt as you ought ! Enter then 


into yourſelves and think you hear your 
| . bleſſed Redeemer kindly 8 you, in 


the gracious Words of my Text: Unit/ now 
you have not asR'd any Thing in n Name. 
Ast and you ſhall Ae that your | Foy 


may be fall, "© for yourſelves, ſays be, in 


. you. ſhall receive : If you ask the Father . 


my Name; and be not diſmay'd. A and 


any 


after EASTER 
Thing in my Name; He will give it you \_ 
1 dear Diſciples. 7 75 AS Ek 
you "that I will ast the Father for you. It 
is ſufficient that I do it, Holy Father keep 
Them in thy Name, whom thou haſt given me; 
that They may be One, as We dlſo are. But 
why need I fay ſo; when the Father is 
as ready to hear your Prayers in my Name 
as I am myſelf, For the Father himſelf 
loveth You, becauſe You have loved Me, Ah 
Chriſtians! What Inducements more can 
you wiſh or want, to engage you to pray? 
The eternal Father loves you, and has ſent 
his Son to receive your Prayers: The Son 
loves you, and has offer'd himſelf your Me- 
diator : And Both are deſirous to communi- 
. cate the Grace of the Holy-Ghoſt to you. 
All they wait for is, that You ſhould 
vouchſafe to ask what They court you to 
receive. A then, as my Text invites 
you, As and you ſhall receive, that your 
Foy may be full, Which I beſeech, &c. 
In the Name, &c. 255 
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mm 


St. JOHN xv. 26. 
When the ComroRTER cometh,. whom TI 
vill ſend you from the Father ; the Spirit 
of Truth, who proceedeth from the Father; 
He will give Teſtimany of Me : And You 
ſhall give Teſtimony of Me; becauſe you 
are with me from the Beginning. 


UR gracious Redeemer, Be- 

loved Auditors, to conſole 
his Diſciples on their ap- 
roaching Loſs of his viſible 
IIA on Earth, promiſes 
2 them, in his ſtead, another 
Perſon of the Bleſſed Trinity; who ſhall be 
a Comforter to them, a Safe-guard and a 
_ of Train This Perſon then is the 


Holy- 


. . , ah 


eee 
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Hor y-GnosT, that Comforter, that Divine 


Spirit, whom Chriſt, after his glorious Aſcen- 
fon; ſent down on his Church; and who is 


always ready to enter into the Hearts of 


Such as worthily prepare for his Coming. 
does this Divine Guett - 

vouchſafe, to Every-one of You, this ineffa- 
ble Viſit; but that, coming into your Souls, 
he may perpetually abide there and give 
Teſtimony of Chriſt within you? But how 


And to what En 


ſhall the Hol y-GnosT give thisTe/t7mony un- 
leſs You-yourſelves join with him in it? He, 
then, this Spirit of Truth within you, muſt 
bear Witneſs of Chriſt: And Vou muſt bear 


Witneſs of him too. Yes: You, O Chri- 


< ſtians! O Catholics! O Members of Chriſt's 
«© myſtical Body! Du muſt give Teſtimony of 
Me, ſays Chriſt, becauſe you are with me 
* from the Beginning. The only Doubt is, in 


what Manner this Teſfimony is to be given. 


But can this be a Doubt with Catholics? You 


profeſs yourſelves Diſciples, and the only 


true Diſciples of Chriſt : Do you not? And 


how are you, as his Diſciples, to give 76% 


mony of Him; if not by treading in his 
Steps, and making the lively Faith and 
Hope you have in him appear in the Good 


Works you do after him? Catholics then 


are of all People under an indiſpentable 
Obligation of not only being Good in 
Themſelves; but even of inducing Others 
to be ſo, by their Example. To make 


er. II. O O o this 
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this Truth therefore familiar to. you, 1 
ſnall conſider ſeparately 0 


I. The great Duty and Advantages which 

| ſhould urge Catholics to give Teſti- 

mony of Chriſt in the Sanctity of an 
edifying Life; and 8 

"* Ih AE Danger and dreadful Conſe- 

"quences of their giving Teſtimony 

againſt Him, by the Scandal of an 

Irregular Conduct. 


„O Thou, Dear Saviour! Hear our 
« Sighs; fulfill Thy gracious Word, and 
ce be our Saviour ſtill, Send down thy 
<< blefled Spirit to inſtruct, to comfort, 
« and revive us with his Grace; chat, 
full of Him and full of Thee, we may 


reflect thy holy Life in ours, and thus 


<« bear Wingels of Thee. 


I. That Catholics are ſtrictly bound to 
lead unblemiſh'd Lives, there need no Argu- 
ments to provc. The Claim They lay to 
being Chriſt's Diſciples, his beſt, his eldeſt, 
only true Diſciples, lays Them under the 
ſtricteſt Obligation of Sanctity in their pri- 
vate Converſation. The Pains our heavenl 
Maſter took to inſtruct his beloved Fol- 
lowers in Virtue and true Wiſdom, not 
more by Precept than Example, had been 


to very little Purpoſe; if, after all, Theſe 
had not been bound to practice the Same 


after 
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after him. Accordingly He tells them; * « gt. 7. 
T have given you an Example, that as Tü. 
have done, ſo You alſo may do. In vain 
then, O Catholics, are you Diſciples of 
Chriſt ; if you copy not that Holineſs which 3 
He has ſet you ſo lively an 2 of in 55 
his own bleſſed Perſon. 
Infidels, Heretics, Schiſmatics, may alledge 
fome Excuſe for the Irregularity of their 
Lives. They are not with Chriſt from the 
Beginning ; They know him not, or know 
him but imperte&ly: And therefore no 
wonder is it, that They follow not his 
Example and Precepts, or follow but by 
halves. Yet this Excuſe will not ſuffice 
to 'ſcreen them from Gop's Juſtice ; tho 
It may temper the Severity of his - Judg- 
ment. Becauſe, if they do not know Chriſt 
ſo well as You, they might have known 
him better than they do, And in That 4 
lies their Guilt: And for That ſhall they 3 
be puniſh'd, He, who knew not and did 
Things worthy of Stripes, ſhall be beaten 
with few, ſays our Divine Saviour, + And T0 Lals * 
why ſhould he be beaten at all, but becauſe © * 
he might have known? But ſtill, as he 
actually does not know, his Puniſhment 
ſhall be abated, and his Stripes ſhall be 
few. O what infinit Mercy, ay Gop, 
do'ſt Thou not make appear in the way 
_ of thy e 
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But how can You, O Catholics, 


1 ſcreen yourſelves from the utmoſt Rigour 


of his Juſtice; if you venture to abuſe 
the Communication of his Goadnels ? You 
are Members of a holy Chu rch, which is 
with Chriſt from the Beginning: You know 
his Will, and are perfectly grounded in 
his Doctrins: You have not only the Grace 
of Baptiſm to liſt you aboye Infidels; but 
numberleſs Advantages above Many who 
lay Claim to That initial Mercy in com- 
mon with You. What Pains are. not taken 
to inſtru, you in your. Catechiſm ? What 
frequent Inſtructions do not receive 
from your Directors; from | a, from 
devout Books; ; from the virtuous Example 

and improving Converſation of the Pieds? 
What Comforts? What Recryits of Strength? 
What Graces? And what Inſpirations have 
you not: the Opportunity of frequently, xe- 

ceiving from he Holy Sacraments ? And if 
you abuſe, or negle&, theſe Advantages ; 
what can you expect, but that you ſhould 


| be puniſh'd by the Divine Juſtice with in- 


8. expreſſibly greater Severity than thoſe un- 


1 


happy Wretches who are without theſe 
Helps? O Remember then, that, That Ser- 
vant, who knows the Will of his Lord | and 


prepares not hi mſelf, and does not accord. 


ing to. his Will, ſhall be beaten with many 


| Stripes | * And what, Beloved Chriſtians, can 


be 


tbe ASCE N'SION, ” 
be more perfectly conſiſtent with Go 
' equitable Mercy, than that, from Vou 75 


whom much 5s given,” much fhall be re- 8. Ine 


guired: ? * 

Again You, of all People, Beloved, have 
87 greateſt Intereſt to be watchful over 
your Conduct; that your Lives may be of 
a Piece with his, whoſe Holy Faith you 

profeſs. For ah! what is it you do not 
fuffer here on Earth for that Faith? Are 
you not reviled, ill- treated, notoriouſly be- 
lied and ſet at Naught by P caple of every 
Profeſſion? Are Vou not [ated with Taxes; 
ſtript of Defence ;: ſhut-out from every Pri- 
. vilege you have, by Birth, a Right to enjoy 
in your own native Land? And are you 
not (tho Heaven can witneſs how unjuſtly) 
treated by Men of all Denominations as 
Enemies to your dear deluded Country ? 
Nay (what is more) as Enemies to Gop, 
the very Gop for the- Honour of eee 
Name you ſuffer ? Still theſe Things ar 
no more than you have had Reaſon PX 
; becauſe forewarn'd of them. For 
theſe Thi ngs I have ſpoken 1d you, ſays 


Jesvs, Þ that, wwhen' the Hour ſhall come, +St. John © 
you may remember that I told you.. That i 


is, Beloved; that you may remember your 
Divine Saviour, remember to ſuffer for 
him manfully, and remember to ſa 


wur Sufferings for him by being like him. . 


Nen m WR" of our Salvation! How 
| | ſadly 


40 
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ſadly wretched muſt not our Condition 
be; ”hould we ſuffer here for profeſſing 
thy holy Faith, and 'yet ſuffer eternally 
hereafter for diſgracing that holy Faith, 
with unſanctified Lives! And yet, Catholics, 
it is not barely profeſſing Chriſt, tho* you 

ſhould ſeal that Profeſſion with your Blood, 
which will make good Catholics of you. 
For He, who is Chriſt's, muſt walk juſt as He 


18. Jahn wall'd, as St. Jonx fays, * Otherwiſe he 


| ü. 


is a Diſgrace and not an Honour to his 
Bleſſed Maſter. And therefore, whatever 
Repulſes a Catholic may meet with from 
Men for calling himſelf a true Diſciple of 
his heavenly Lord; his laſt his worſt Re- 
pulſe will be, when Chriſt ſhall publicly 
refuſe to own him Such, for want of that 
true Likeneſs to himſelf which Chriſtians 
ought to have. O dire Illuſion of the looſe. 
living Catholic, who dies with deluſive 
Thoughts of Perſecutions ſuffer d, and 
fraught with groundleſs Hopes of future 
Recompence ! O think, Dear Fellow-Suf- 
ferers ! When he appears before the Throne 
of Gop; how dreadful muſt not his un- 
expected equitable Diſappointment” be, to 


Li hear his awful angry Judge, with ſtern 


Serenity pronounce the fad irrevocable 


= . Sentence: I know + you not; Depart ye 
| Ist. Matth Curſed into everlaſting Fire! 
. 


Ah Chriſtians! Does the Sentence fright 
your Avoid it then. There is a milder, 
{weeter, 
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ſweeter, more tranſporting, Sentence: Come 
ye Bleſſed of my Father, poſſeſs Nu the King- 


| dom prepared for you from the Foundation of 
the World: * And This may be your own, * bid 


if you but pleaſe, To merit it then, be 
what you profeſs yourſelves, your Saviour's 
true Diſciples : Learn from Him; for He is 


meek and humble of Heart : + Put-on his Ho- E 
lineſs of Life and be like Him: Be ſober, 


chaſte, patient in Adverſity, bounteous in 
Proſperity, juſt and Charitable: Be clean 
of Heart: Be poor in Spirit; and let your 
Virtues ſo abound, that, when He comes 
to ſeparate the Virtuous from the Wicked, 
He may confeſs his Likeneſs in You, own 
you for his Diſciples, and crown you with 
that never-ending Glory which he made 
you for, wo 

But to be ſure of This, beware, Beloved, 
that you depart not hence with half your 
Errand. Tis not enough, that you be Good 
yourſelves, unleſs you labour to make Others 
ſo by your Example. Neither do Man light 


2 Candle and put it under a Buſbel, but upon 


@ Candleſtick ; that It may ſhine to All, who 
are in the Houſe, So let your Light ſhine 
before Men ; that they may ſee your Good- 
Works and glorify your Father who is in 


Heaven, and glority his Son whom you 
profeſs to follow upon Earth. To what 


other Purpoſe is the Hol y-GnosT ſent to 
You, but thus to give Teſimony of Chriſt _ 
wy | wWwuoͤ:thin 
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within you? And how ſhall. the Hor v- 
GHnosT give Teſimony of your Maſter in 
and through You ; unleſs You' cultivate his 


Grace in the Good-Works he inſpires you 
to do? Without this in vain are you Chriſt's 


Chap. i. 


Diſciples. 4 Son. honoureth his Father, ſays 
the Prophet Mar acny, * and @ Servant 


' bonoureth his Maſter . ig then Chriſt be your 


Father; where is his Honour? If He is your 


Lord; where is his Fear; unleſs, by your 


Example, You induce Others to hanour and 
fear him as You fear him yourſelves ;, in 4 
word, unleſs You give Teſtimony. of him; 
You, who are Catholics ; Du, who are con- 
ſequently with Him from the Beginning? 
That you take Care to be Good in your- 
ſelves, you do well for your own Sakes: 


But where is your Charity to your Neigh- 


1 Tim. iv. 


bours, or what Benefit ſhall they reap 
from your Virtue and Innocence; if you 
render Theſe uſeleſs by ſtifling them? 
Be then. Examples of the Faithful, ſays 
St, Paul, Þ+ in Word, in Converſation, in 
Charity, in Faith, in Chaſtity. . . that your 
Profiting may be manifeſt to All, For doing 
This, You ſhall ſave both yourſelves and Them 
who hear You, Yes you will ſave your- 
ſelves, and will be the happy Inſtruments 
of Salvation to Others; when, - perſuading 
Them to follow Chriſt, they ſee your Actions 
of a Piece with your Words. When you 
exhort Thoſe, who do follow Chriſt, to 
OS Be 2 follow 
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to your Words; and ſo ſhall You not only 


that terrifying Menace which he adds a- 


or affording Scandal to Thoſe without? 


WO 
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follow him on; or when you invite Thoſe 
to ſeek him, who as yet do not know him; 
the Sanctity of an edifying Life, which they 
obſerve in you, ſhall add reſiſtleſs Perſuaſion 


ſave your own Souls but Thoſe of your 
Neighbours : So ſhall You, in a word, do 
Honour to the Lord you profeſs and ſuffer 

for, by giving 7. e of him. And 

that gracious Lord has promiſed, that Every= - 
One, who ſhall own him before Men, He- St. Mans 
himſelf will own before his Father abo is © 


in Heaven. 
8 II. But ah Chriſtians! Remember tos 


.gainſt Thoſe who do the Contrary : That 

16, Thoſe, who deny him before Men; 

or (what is the ſame) Thoſe who give 
Teſtimony againſt him to Men: He who ſhall 
deny me before Men, I will alſo deny him 
before my Father who is in Heaven. + And + Bia. 
what elſe, Beloved, can Yau be ſaid to do; 

if your Lives are the Reverſe of his, irre- 
gular and full of Offence to weak Brethren, 


However publicly then you may profeſs 
Chriſt ; however you may ſuffer for pro- 
feſſing yourſelves Catholic Chriſtians ; you 
ſtill deny him, if your Actions are not 
anſwerable to your Profeſſion. Vou may 
ſay, if you pleaſe, that You believe in Chriſt; 
Nei. I. P p p e 
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but who will believe You ? He, who fayth 


*1St. John that he knoweth Chriſt and keeperh not his 


3 


Commandments, is a Liar and the 7 ruth ms 
not in him. * 
Do You tell me, Beloved, you are Cas 
tholics? I cannot believe you; unleſs you 


prove yourfelves Such by thewing me a 


nearer Likeneſs between you and Chit 
What Opinion can J have of your Catho- 
licity ; if it is not powerful enough to 
make You lead better Lives than Thoſe do, 
who are not Catholics? What Encourage- 

ment do I receive, or rather what Piſ- 
couragement do I not receive, from You, 
to be a Catholic myſelf, if I ſee you, who 


ate Catholics, ſuffer in this World, for 


being Such, and likely to ſuffer more in 
iis Ne xt, for being no better Livers than 
Others who are not Such ? 

Ah Brethren! Be ſerious then and re- 
fle&t on the dangerous Conſequences flow- 


2 ing from every the leaſt Irregularity in your 


Conduct: And avoid them. Nay however 
convinced you may be, that the Thing 


you wiſh to do is right in itſelf; if it be 


+ 1 Cor. 


not an eſſential Duty, omit it rather than 


give Offence to a, weak Brother, who ſhall 


ink otherwiſe. Throu gh your ' Knowledge 


ſhall the weak Brot * periſh, for ws 


Chriſt died. Alas] Sinning thus againſt the 


' Brethren, and flriking their weak Conſcience, 


you in again Chriſt, 11 And can you do 
This 
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This and call yourſelves Chriſtians? Can you 


pretend thus to. walk by his Light? No, 
No: you deceive e He who fay'th 
he is in the Light and hateth. his 3 


8 


lays St. Joux, 5 is in Darkneſs even until -' — 


now, He, who loveth his Brother, He only, © 
ebideth in the Light and Scandal is not in 
Am. And truly, Brethren, how. can loving 

a Brother and ſcandalizing a Brother agree 
together? As often then as you thus act in 


_ oppoſition to Chriſt ; as often as any Action 


of yours gives Scandal to a weak 3 ; 
ſo often are you in Darkneſs, ſo often 
do you bear Tg imony againſt your Saviour: 
So often are you of the Number of Thoſe 
who confeſs that they know Gop, but in 


their Works they deny him; whereas they n. . | 


are abominable and to every Good-work re- 
Probate. 

If ſu be che dangerous Conſequences 
of giving Offence to TL Brethren among 


the Faithful; ah! think, deareſt Fellow 
Chriſtians, how much more abominable in the 


Sight of Chriſt muſt you not appear, ſhould 


an of your Actions give a juſt reaſon of Scan- 
dal to Thoſe, who are out of the Pales of his 


Church? Beſides the Detriment you do to 


your own Souls, what danger do you not in- 


cur of widening Many unhappy Wretches, 


who are Witneſſes to your irregular Con- 


| : duct, ſtill more from the Faith of Chriſt 


and frengthening their Prejudices againſt 
| FR his 
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bis Church? Nay more, what Deriſion and 
Scandal do you not bring upon the holy 
Church which you diſgrace, by profeſſing 
yourſelves Members of it? All which muſt 
neceſſarily aggrayate your Guilt and there- 
fore redouble the Severity of your Puniſh- 
ment. Hence it is that St. Paul tells the 
Theſſalonian Chriſtians, that it is not enough 
for them to behave charitably and juſtly 
towards One-another, but their Chriſtianity 
muſt carry them farther: They muſt do 
the ſame towards the Worſt of Infidels. Ve 
defire you Brethren, that you abound more. 
And that you walk honeſtly towards Them wha 
are without. fr 5 
Thus alſo, after the Divine St. Pavr, 

I fay to You, Beloved : It is not enough that 
you be juſt and charitable to One-another, 
to Catholics: No. Jou muſt abound more: You 


muſt be equally fo to Heretics, to Heathens, 


to Atheiſts themſelves: You muſt be chari- 
table to the Worſt of Men and juſt to the 
_ . moſt Iniquitous: Faithful or Unfaithful, All 
have a Claim to your Honeſty and Bounty, In 
a word, You muſt walk honeſtly towards Thoſe = 
20 are without, You are falſely accuſed 
of keeping no Faith, nay allowing no Faith 
to be kept, with Thoſe who join not in 
Communion with you. And would you 
not be highly criminal; ſhould you give 
room to your Enemies to confirm their 

Calumny againſt the Church : You, who are 
ky - Members 
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Members of It? Ought you not rathet in you 4 
Actions, to give .the Lie to their Revilings, 
by paying Fraud with Honeſty, retaliating . 
Violence with Meekneſs, and inwardly 
3 the Juſtice and Charity which your 
oly Mother the Church teaches you to 
pay to All Men without Exception of Ca- 
tholics, Heretics or Infidels? 7 
Ah! Do it then, Beloved Chriſtians, and 
ſhew yourſelves Such, Let your Lives be 
- ſuch Pictures of That of Chriſt, that None, 
who are once Witneſſes to the Things you 
practice, may need to ask what Religion 
you profeſs. Be mindful of your Dignity, 
and keep up to it. Be mindful of the mani- 
fold Favours you have received from Heaven ; 
and, to the beſt of your Capacity ; be grateful 
in the Uſe of them. Be mindful, as St. Peter * _ 
ſays, that Du are a holy Nation, a People iS. Peter 
of Purchaſe; that you may declare his Virtues -" 
20% hath call'd you to this marvelous Light. 
Finally, Dear Brethren, be mindful of the 
great Obligation you are under of giving 
Teſtimony of Chriſt in the Sanctity of an 
edifying Life; and let the Advantages you 8 
will reap from ſo doing encourage you 
to it, as the Dangers and dreadful Con- 
ſequences of doing otherwiſe ought to de- 
ter you from giving Teſimony againſt him. | 
In the Words therefore of the ſame Apoſtle, = 
let me beſeech you Brethren, as Strangers | 
and Pilgrims, to refrain your ſelves from 
en os RE Carnal 


* 


Wo 


* 


"* fu ” 
-< x 
C 
be 
| 
3 


218. Peter 


25 


1 


8 


+ Bid. 


t Bid. 


' proach, And when the Comforter cometh, 
as my. Text aſſures You, He will give 


| Which, Sc. In the Name, Nc. 


On the SUNDAY after, &c. 


carnal Nefires which war againſt the Scul. * 


Do this for your own Sakes : And, for the 


Sake of Chriſt and thoſe precious Souls he 


died for, have your Converſation gocd a- 
mong Thoſe who are not Catholics ; that, in 
what they miſreport of you as of Evikavers, 
confidering you by your Good-works, . 

may gloriſy Gop in the Day of- Viſitation, 4 


that is, in the Day when it ſhall pleaſe 
. Gop to viſit them with the Light of his 


Grace to ſee their Miſtake. Know, Be- 
loved, that it is your Duty to do and ſuffer 


for and after Chriſt with Fidelity and Con- 
ſtancy. For ſo is the Will of Gop, that, 


doing well, you may make the Ignorance of 


unuſſe Men dumb. f Then will You render 


Vourſelves worthy of the Comforter's Ap- 


Teftimony of Chriſt: And you ſhall give 


Teſtimony of him: Becauſe you are with 
him from the Beginning. And your Reward 
ſhall be, to be with him to the Exo and 


give endleſs Teſimony of him before his 
ather in Heaven : * 1 crown you 
with unſpeakable Joy for all Eternity, 
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I if Any-one love Me; He will keep my Word ww 
and my Father will love Him: And We | 
worll come to bim and 407 dl aſe Abode 


with Dim. | 9 


N This ſacted Day, * Chri- | 

ſtian Auditors, our Holy Mo- 

ther-the Church commemorates | 
| che great and univerſal Bleſſing 
= pour d down upon Her in the T 
Deſcent of the HoLy-GnosT on the Apo. 
Mes. And in this annual Repetition f 
Thanks-giving to her heavenly Spouſe for 

ſending the ſacred Comforter to Her, her 

Purpoſe is, not only to expreſs her Gra- 

titude to Gop for the invaluable Benefaction, 

but likewiſe to excite Us her Children to 


imitate thoſe glorious Founders of Chri- _ 
| 3 


* 
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ſtianity by (this Day) diſpoſing ' ourſelves for 

receiving, as They did, the ineffable Commu- 
nications of the ſame Divine Spirit in a more 
ſingular ample Manner than at other Times 
of the Year, And to induce us to ſet about 
this important Work the more earneſtly, 
She ſhews us, how much it is our Intereſt; 

by reminding us that all We have of Gop 


muſt come from Him. Therefore does She 


devoutly addreſs him in the Sequence of 
the Maſs with that humble Apoſtrophe : 


Without thy Light, Nothing is in Man 
but What is pernicious. For our farther 
Encouragement, She propoſes to us the 


Paſſage of the Goſpel which I have juſt read 
to Vou: That We may ſee, in one Point of 
View, the Eaſineſs of the Task She propoſes 
to us and the Greatneſs of tbe Reward. 
All then, which is demanded of us, is the 

practical Love of Jesus, that is, the: faith- 


ful ſteady Obſervance, of his Doctrins for 


ure Love of himſelf: , Any. one love Me; 
2 will keep my M. rd, The Recompence 


for doing which is Nothing leſs than the 


Poſſeſſion of the Hor y-GnosT,. the Love 
of Ixsus and his Father: And my Father 
ill love him: And We vill come to. him 
and make Abode with him, O the eaſy. Task 
to love the lovely JesUs! Muſt we not be 


Monſters to find a Difficulty in loving Him, 


who has firſt loved us and proved his Love 
by ſuch Fu pgncons Methods? O the ineffable 
| Reward 
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Reward, to have our finite faint Affection 
recompenſed with a boundleſs Ocean of 
| Love; with the Poſſeſſion of the 
oLY-GnosT, the Love of Gop, the Gop 
of Love! O Amorous JesUs! What Deli- 
cacy of tender Love was This of thine, 
to ſend” us, in thy ſtead, a Comforter ſo 
like Thyſelf, that, receiving Him, We 
mi ght poſſeſs even Thee; and, almoſt tranſ- 
2 d Ourſelves to Something of Divine, 
our Hearts might contain a whole flaming 


Paradiſe of ardent Love? But it is not 


now a Time, Beloved, to give my own Af- 
fections all their Scope ; when I muſt try to 
fuel Yours, by ſuitable Inſtruftion. To do 
| this then, Beloved, I ſhall briefly ſhew You, 


I. What are the chief Benefits accruing . 
to a Soul which receives the Hor! v 
a Gnos r into it: 
oy What are the Eſſentials requiſit to 
render a Soul capable of receiving the 


Hor v-GntosT: And 
| III. What are the moſt effectual Means 


of attracting the Hol v-G Hor into 
a Soul already qualified to receive him. 


«© Come then, O Spirit Divine, and light 
* upon us All; repleniſh our Intellects 
with perfect Knowledge of Thee; and 
* kindle in our Hearts the unconſuming 
« Fire of thy Love.” 


r 
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by the Reception of the Hor y-GnosT, is- 


| On the PET ꝙrr 
I. Before We can come to any familiar 


Solution of theſe Points, we muſt neeeſ- 


ſarily clear-up one, previous Queſtion which 


may occur: fo wit, What is here meant by 


receiving the -HoLy-Gnosr. There are 
then two Ways of receiving this Divine 
CoMPoRTER: The One by ufifying 
Grace: The Other by perfecting Love. 
Fuſtifying Grace conſiſts in an abſolute 
Freedom from all Mortal Sin and every 
actual Affection to it; and is a State of 
habitual Charity with Gop and Man, 
ariſing from Baptiſmal Innoeence or ſacra- 
mental -Penance either in Act or Purpoſe 
with Contrition. But perfecting Loue pre- 
ſuppoſes That and is a more ample Partici- 

tion of the Divine Lights and Favours, 
whereby We are raiſed to a unitive Inti- 
macy with Gop and eſtabliſn'd in ſuch an 
Eminence of ſolid Sanctity as mere juſtify- 
ing Grace ſeldom or never can attain to, 


Now from this Diſtinction it is ſelf-evi- 


dent, that the Reception of the Hol v-Ghosr, 
which Chriſtians ought in a ſpecial Manner 


to prepare themſelves for at this Holy 
Time, cannot be underſtood to conſiſt in a 


mere juſtifying Grace > For, This 2 | 
; 0 


Chriſtian, who has his Salvation ever 


| little at Heart, muſt be at all times poſſeſt 


of. What is meant then, in this Diſcourſe, 


the 


the Reception of perfecting Grace, or, in 
other Words, the Reception of a. certain 
fan#ifying Habit which may lift us above 

the habitual Affections and Inclinations of 
Nature to Sin and ſinful Objects, and may 
ſtrengthen in us the Love of Gop and the 
Contempt of the World. This is what 

St. Paul means, when He exhorts us to | 
emulate the better Gifts. * This, properly 1 Cor. 
ſpeaking, is the Plenitude of every Good" 
Gift and every perfect Preſent from above, 


- deſcending from the Father of Lights. + And 18. Jam. 


This, in the ſtricteſt Senſe, may be call'd © 
the Reception of the HoLy-Gnosr. Since, 
on one hand, without the ſpecial Influence 
of his Divine Preſence in the Soul, it is 
impoſſible we ſhould enjoy the bleſſed 
Habit of fan&#ifying Grace; and, on the 
other Hand, once we are poſſeſt of that 
Habit, the conſoling Effects which flow 
from it to the Soul are too ſenſible to leave 
us any Room to doubt of It's being in full 
Poſſeſſion of that Divine Spirit. 5 
Many and ineffable are the Gifts and 
Fruits accompanying this ſpecial Preſence . 
of the facred Comforter in the Soul of a 
devout Chriſtian: Which however it is 
needleſs* for me either to enumerate or 
explain; ſince you may find it already done 
in every Catechiſm. The only Ones then 
which I mean to take Notice of are Thoſe 
Which the Soul is generally the moſt ſen- 
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and immoyeable amidſt every Temptation. 
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ſible of even in the Fleſh: And Thefe arg 


---- A perfect Tranquility of Conſcience ; an 
intimate Union of Heart with Gop, and an 
habitual Elevation of the Mind to heavenly 
Things. 

In Ba, What can give a greater Serenity. 
to the Conſcience than the being not only 
free from Guilt, but even ſenſible of it's 
Freedom; as it actually muſt be, whenever 
and as long as this Divine Gueſt remains 
within the Soul and continues to ſhed there 


the Influences of his perfecting Grace. For 
as this ſanctifying Quality is inſeparable 


from the Love of Gop, It not only forwards 


us in the Progreſs of Charity, but makes 


us ſenſible of the ſweet Effęcts of it; and 


therefore not only releaſes us from the 


Bands of Guilt but even animates us with 
a pleaſing Conciouſneſs of our Spiritual Free- 


dom, baniſhing that Fear and Diſmay which 
218. John | 


are inherent in Sin and ſinful Affections. 
Fear is not in Charity, ſays St. Joun, * But 
perfect Charity caſteth out Fear ; becauſe Fear 
hath Pain. And He, who feareth, is not in 
perfect Charity. The Heart then which 


poſſeſſes the Hor y-GrosT. in the Grace 


of perfeftting Charity, is not ſu ſceptible 
of thoſe Terrors of Conſcience which wait 


upon Guilt; but is repleniſh'd with ſuch a 


lively Hope in the Gop who comforts it 
as is more than ſufficient to render it ſerene 


Ang 


a or War -S UN DA. 
And what greater Conſolation can It wiſh 
for than the being ſenſible, as it is, of 


having always nigh at hand and within Call, 
nay of actually Fun a powerful Friend, 


a generous Gueſt and a fond Protector ; who 


not only profeſſes and is able to afliſt it on 
every Emergency but actually does aſſiſt it 


and is eager after every Occafion of afford- 
ing it. his effectual Aid? What adverſe 
Power can diſturb. the Tranquility of the 


* 


Soul, whioh is once arrived to the Beatitude 


of being aſſociated with this Divine Spirit, 


. whoſe Delight it is to be Father to the Poor, 
Comforter of the Afflicted, and Help of the 


Diſtreſt ? And all this the Hor y-GnosT 
is to Such as give him a worthy Reception 
into their Hearts. 8 

St, PAUL. tells us, in his Epiſtle to the 
Romans, * that Such and ſo intimate is 
the Union of this Divine Perſon with the 
Soul of a Chriſtian who devoutly receives 
him in the Grace of Peffecting Love; that 
the bleſſed Effects of it are diffuſed through- 

out, and, as it were, intermix'd with, the 
very Sentiments of the Soul ; The Charity 


| of Gop, ſays He, zs d fuſed in our Hearts 


Chap. v. 


the Hor. v-Gnosr, who 1s given to us. 


And it is probably from this figurative 
Expreſſion of our . Apoſtle, that St. ohn 


 Chryſoftom takes Occaſion to ſay, that © the 


« Man, who once happily attains to ſuch a 
& bleſſed Union with the Divine Comforter, 
can 
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e can no more be ſenſible of ſpiritual 
« Thirſt and Barrenneſs of Conſolation, 


than a Perſon could be imagin'd to be 


c. capable of Drought, who ſhould. have a 
* Well-ſpring within him. If then the 
Apoſtle and Holy Father are worthy of 


Credit, as ſurely they are; ſince Nothing in 


Nature'more intimately intermixes with the 


natural Juices of Man than the Liquids He 


imbibes, ſo Nothing created can admit of 
of a more intimate Union than That of 
the Hor y-GndsT, with a Soul which hap- 
pily attains to the Bleſſing of ſanctifying 
Grace. | 

And what a Supernatural Elevation of 
Mind will not ſuch a Union be able to 
raiſe the Soul to! What ample Diſcoveries 


of ſpiritual Wiſdom muſt not enſue! What 


ſacred falutary Truths before unknown! 
The Hor y-Gnost, ſays IEsus, will teach 
you in that Hour: And what heavenly 
Knowledges becoming You to have, can 
eſcape your ſpiritual Penetration under the 
Tuition of ſuch a Maſter ? By the Help 
of his Light, you may, you will, you muſt 


be able to ſee the Fallacies of the World 
and even, as St PAvL ſays, to penetrate 


into the profoundeſt Myſteries of God's 
ſacred Truths. Nor need the Soul, in ſuch 
an enviable Circymſtance, be daunted or re- 
tarded from the Study of celeſtial Wiſdom 
by any earthly Difficulties or Delays. .No: 
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as venerable Bede obſerves, The Soul 
* ſoon becomes an apt Scholar where Goo 
* is the Inſtructor; and That which th 

% ' Almighty teaches is quickly learnt.” And 
how indeed ſhould it be otherwiſe ; when 
our Divine teacher is the very Light we ſee 
by as well as the Subſtance of all which We 
can ſee or which is worth our ſeeing ? Such 
then are the bleſſed Advantages accruing 
to Chriſtian Souls from a worthy Reception 


of the Comforter by Means of perfecting * 


Grace. The next Queſtion muſt be 
Who are the Perſons capable of receiv- 
ing the HoLy-GnosT in this ineffable 
P | 


II. All Mankind were created, and origi- 
nally: defign'd, to be capable of receiving 
Him into their Souls. And yet the bleſſed 
Privilege of receiving him is confer'd on 
far the ſmalleſt Part of Men; becauſe muck 
the greater Number, through their own 
Perverſity, render themſelves diſqualified- 
for this unſpeakable Bleſſing, by neglecting 
to provide themſelves with the Eſſentials 
indiſpenſably required. Now Theſe are: 
That They be Chriſtians, ---- That They 
keep within the Pale of Chriſt's Holy Ca- 
tholic Church, and that They perſevere 
In a State of  zuſtify;ng Grace, 
Before St. Peter would conſent, and in- 
deed before He could have TY to 
3 mn 
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admit the Multitudcs to partake of the Hoi v 


GnosT in common with Him and the reſt 
of the Apoſtles; one important , Condition 
was prieviouſly and indiſpenſably neceſſary, 


namely, that they ſhould be baptized and 


profeſs the Name of Jesvs CHRIST. And 


| accordingly the Apoſtle requires it of Them 


before he will attempt to exert the Power 
of his Apoſtolic Commiſſion in communi- 


cating the Divine Comforter to them. Let 
Every-One of you be baptized in the Name 


Ade i. 


of JEsUs CHRIST unto the Remi ſſion of Sins, 
and Je ſhall receive the HoLy-GnosT. * In 
reality, without this Condition it was im- 
poſſible they ſhould receive the perfecting 

Charity which is neceſſary to link the Soul 
in an intimate Union with the Divine Spirit. 
« For, ſays the venerable St. GR RGORv, 

1 Charity does not preceed Faith; but 


Faith preceedes Charity: No Man can 


+ Ad. x. 


*© love, or fix his Hopes upon, What He 


'* does not believe in. Nor does it at all 


weaken this Truth, that the Grace of : the 
Hor y-GnosT was pour'd-out upon the 
GENTILS, at the Sermon of St. PETER, 
ere they were baptized with Water, + For 
tho the Baptiſm of Water, where It may 


be had, is abſolutely neceſſary to Salva- 


tion; yet, till it can be applied, the 
Baptiſm of Deſire, accompanied with. a 
lively Faith in Jzsus Car1sT, and a ſteady 
1 and Purpoſe to be baptized with 

Water 


\ | l 5 
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Water as ſoon as poſſible, will ſuffice to 
make a Soul a Chriſtian, and conſequently 
to make it a fit Subject for the Reception of 
the .HoLy-Gnuosr., This was the Caſe 
with thoſe Genti/s; and therefore, tho' they 
had not yet been regenerated with Water, 
there was no Obſtacle to hinder their being 

firſt baptized ' with the Holy-Ghoſt and 
with the Fire of perfefting Charity, till 
Opportunity ſhould ſerve for their being 


re-born with Water alſo, Nevertheleſs this 


Baptiſm of Deſire, tho' ſufficient to make 
Chriſtians of them and to anticipate the 
ampler Communications of the HoLy- 
GHosT in their Souls, was not ſufficient to 
take' away their Obligation. to be baptized 
with Water, when Opportunity. ſhould 
| ſerve: But on the contrary ſtrengthen d 
that Obligation, in-as-much as It neceſſarily 


/ 


included a Purpoſe of it. And thus much 


is all which St. PETER means, when, cam 


manding theſe . new-inflamed Chriſtians 0 


be baptized with Water in the Name of onr 
Lord J=svs CuRisT, He ſays: Can any. 
Man forbid Water ; that Theſe ſhould not. be 


baptized, who. have received the Hor. v 


, 
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GuosT as well as We? * It is plain there- £4 
fore, that thoſe Gentils, tho' not baptized - 


with Water, were. really and truly Chri- 
ſtians, in that they believed in JesUs CHR1ST 
and were deſirous to be baptized in his 
Name. For, had they not believed in 
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Chriſt; the Hol y-GnosT inftead of viſiting 
them with his Gifts muſt have purſued 
them with his Chaſtiſements and convicted 
them of Sin for their Disbelief, according to 

iSt el, the Promiſe of Chriſt to his Ap oftles. * And 

mY farther, had not their Faith in Chriſt pro- 
duced in them the Defire of being baptized 
unto Remiſſion of Sins through Him; 
the Apoſtle could not have anſwer'd ex- 
poſing Chriſt's Holy Name and Sacrament 
to Contempt and Abuſe, by forcing them 
Such as were not diſpoſed to receive 
them. Whence it is very evident, that, for 
Any to poſſeſs the Hor. y-GnosT with his 
b g Gifts, it is a Matter of indiſpen- 
ble Neceſſity, that they be Chriſtians. 

Not that You are therefore to imagin, 
that the barely being Chriſtians will ſuffice 
to qualify You for the ſanctifying Preſence 
of this Divine Comforter, No: You muſt 
not only be Chriſtians but true Ones: You 
' muſt be Orthodox Chriſtians: You muſt 
live within the Pale of Chriſt's Catholic 
Church. All Chriſtians who are out of 

that Pale, are fo by Hereſy, Schiſm, or 

Excommunication ; which are occaſion d 
by enormous Pride, Arrogance and Diſobe- 
dience to the Doctrins and Precepts of Chriſt's 
8 Prov. myſtical Spouſe. Such therefore muſt con- 
St. Janes ſequently be incapable of the Reception 
* „ Hor y-GnosT, who refiſts the Proud 

„ 6 Grace only to the Humble, + - 

| mu 
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muſt be beneath the Dignity of the HoLy- 


 GurosT, who is Gop of Juſtice and Love, 


to communicate himſelf to the Unjuſt or 
Uncharitable: And They, who disbelieve 
or diſobey the Church, are Both. In ſhort, 
as St. Auguſtin obſerves, Where found 
Faith is abſent, Juſtice cannot be pre- 


—þ 


c 


* 


« And where Juſtice is not, Charity can- 
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ſent: For the Ji Man lives by Faith. * Romans i. 5 


not be; becauſe Charity worketh no Evil, + + 1 Cor. 


5 Wherefore if Heretics, Schiſmatics and i 


© Excommunicated Perſons were not void of 


all Juſtice and Charity; they would, as 


*© they do, through their? Pride and Rebellion, 


* lacerate the Catholic Church, the my ſtic 
ce Body of Jesvus.” Such then ſurely can 
have no reaſonable Hope of - receiving 
the Hoy Ghost with his ſanctifying 
Gifts ; while they obſtinately keep them- 
ſelves at a Diſtance from his Graces and 


Lights, by perverſely remaining on the 
wrong fide of the Pale within which alone 


He ſheds his Benign Influence, according to 
| thoſe remarkable Words of St, Athanajius's 
Creed: Whoever will be faved, He muſt 
« firſt and before all Things hold the C- 
** tholic Faith. Which, if-Any-One keep 
** not- intire and inviolate ; without Doubt, 
He ſhall eternally periſh.” 

And full as vain are the Hopes of Such 
Catholics as, ; truſting to their being Mem- 
bers af Chriſt s holy Church, ſuffer. hem- 


R een -. © 


On tbe PENTECOST 
ſelves to be deprived of all the Advantages 
of being ſo, by living in a State of Mortal 
Sin. For, alas, what can we compare the 
Souls of ſuch wretched Catholics to, but 
to the putrified Limb of a phyſical Body; 
which, tho' it be not cut off, is dead 
to all the Functions of Life, and therefore 
incapable of ſharing, in common with the 
Reſt, any of the beneficent Influences com- 
municated to them from the Head or the 
Heart by the kindly Circulation of the Blood 
and Juices? To enjoy then the ſanfifying 
Influence of the Holy-GnosT, even within 
the Pales of the Church; to obtain the 
Gifts of this divine Comforter, and to reap 
the bleſſed Fruits of his perfecting Preſence 
in the Soul, It muſt firſt abſolutely be in 
a State of juſtifying Grace, a State of ſaving 
Charity with Gop and Man. Without 
Charity we are Nothing, we can Nothing, 
we have Nothing to entitle us to the Com- 
munication of Gop's Goodneſs; We can- 
not be Members of Chriſt ; or, at beſt, are 
but dead and odious Ones. No-One 
e therefore, ſays St. Auguſtin, can with- 
** out Arrogance pretend to be renew'd in 
the myſtic Body of Chriſt, till He is 
<* perfectly recover'd from the Corruption 


e of deadly Sin. Preſume not then, 


Chriſtians to complain that Gop neglects 
You: Nor fooliſhly conceit, that his Power 
is ſhorten d * what It was, in that Vou 


recelvg 


or WH1T-SUNDAY, 

receive not the like Graces as the primi- 
tive Chriſtians did: But rather | conclude 
that your Fervor, Faith and Charity are in- 

finitly ſhort-of theirs. Think on the Anſwer 
of Tjatah to the 1/raelites, which is ſo appli- 
cable to yourſelves: © If Gop the Hol y- 
* GnosT is ſparing of his Gifts and Graces 
* to, You, more than he was to the Chri- 
** ſtians of Old; 17 is not that the Power of 
% Gop is abridged, or that He cannot ſave 
« you, No: Your Iniquities and evil Life 
* are the Cauſe, why Gop hides his Face © 
c from you and will not hear you.” 

If then You would have him turn again to 
Vou; if you deſire his holy Preſence in your 
Hearts qualify yourſelves for the Reception 


of Him: Believe in J=svs CHRIS with un- 


ſhaken Faith; ſubmit to the Doctrin and 
Precepts of His holy Catholic Church with 
chearful Obedience; and prove yourſelves 
worthy Children of that Church by per- 

ſevering in a State of 7u/trfy:ng Grace. 


III. Thus much, Beloved Auditors, is 
eſſentially requiſit to render Vou at all ſuſ- 
ceptible of any of the. Graces of the Hor xv 
Gos r: And thus much will abſolutely 
ſuffice, barely to ſave you: But it is far 
from being ſufficient to ſanctify you 
in this Life. If Vou mean to reach to any 
Degree of Perfection on this ſide of the 
Grave; if you covet any ſuperior Favours 
ö | from 


* 
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from Heaven; if You with to receive the 
Divine Paraclete in the ſame fingular and 
ineffable Manner as the Apoſtles did on 
that ſacred Pentecoſt which the Church, 
this Day, commemorates; You muſt go 
farther: You muſt apply the effectual 
Means to invite him into your Hearts, 
Such then are ---- Firſt, a filial Confidence 
in his inſinit Goodneſs ; ---- Secondly, an 
unwearied Induſtry in ſuper-erogatory Good- 
works; ----and Thirdly, an indefatigable 


Conſtancy in ſolliciting the Encreaſe of his 


Graces, | 8 
The Hol v-GH COST himſelf aſſuers us, 


by the Mouth of the Wiſeſt of Men, 


that They who place a proper Confidence 
in Him, ſhall come to the perfect Know- 


ledge of his ſacred Truths and enjoy their 


Fill of Conſolation in him: They, who put 
their Truſt in Gon, ſhall underſtand Truth; 
and, faithful in Love, ſhall find their Repoſe 
in it, * And how ſhould it be otherwiſe, 
when, as St. Jou aſſures us, this Divine 
Comforter himſelf is promiſed as the ſove- 
reign Recompence of Chriſtian Hope? He, 
who believeth in Me, ſays Chriſt, + (that is, 
in the proper Senſe of, this Paſſage, He, 
who confideth in Me,) as the Scripture ſay'th, 
out of his Belly ſball flow Rivers of Irving 


Mater. And this he ſaid, adds the Evan- 


geliſt, of the Spirit which They: ſhould re- 
cerve who believed in him, that is, who 
confided 


or Wir wiv 


confided in him. For as yet the Spirit 
was not given; becauſe JESUs was not yet 
glorified * by his Father, nor hongpr'd wy 
lively Confidence by his Diſciples. N 

thing is more capable of exciting even 
human Beings to Beneficence than a Con- 
fidence repoſed in Them. much more 


then ſhall a lively Hope in Gop excite the 


Divine Paraclete to ſhower down his 
_ Graces with Profuſion upon Such as ſtand in 
Need of them. For ---- whence, I beſeech 
you, does reptil Man derive the generous 
Sentiments, He imbibes, but from that 
Fountain of all Generofity ? Ah! Well then 
may St. Auſtugin tell us, that He, who is 
* joyful in Confidence, "ſhall be rich in the 
«© Matter of his Hopes” | 

The Holy Father however can Wk 
mean This of a Reaſonable Confidence ? 
Such a One as is built on the ſteady 
Purſuit of meritorious Actions and ſuper- 
erogatory Good- works. For St. Paul 
aſſures us, and not without Reaſon, that 


42 


* Ibid. © 


. They, * ſow ſparingly, ſhall paringh fe. 


reap. + And indeed They only, who prove iq 
their practical Love for Chriſt by the 
Obſervance of his Precepts and Counſels, 
are promiſed the Recompence of his and 


the eternal Father's Love, the Hor y- | 


GHOST. Any One loves Me, ſays Chriſt; 
He ail keep my Word and my Father will 


love bm And We will come to him and 
Jill 
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will male Abode with him. It is then 
our own extraordinary Love for Chriſt 


Which | myſt obtain us the extraordinary 


Graces of the Holy-GnosT, who is _ 
Love; and it is our own Aſſiduity i 

the Practice of ſuperabundant Works pr 
Mercy towards Others and Self-denial to- 
wards ourſelves, that we muſt build the Proofs 
of our Love for Gop, . For They, who love 
Chriſt ardently, will be ardent 10 keep his 
Word, whether he command or only counſel, 
In ſhort, They will ſtudy to be perfect 


even as. Ar heavenly Father alſo is per- 


fect. * It is quite vain therefore, Los 


7 Se. Ferom, to expect any. Advantage | 
% from other Men's Works, No, Every 


4 One ſhall receive his Reward according 


2 Cor. * 


“ and in proportion to his own In- 


cc duſtry. If then, O Dear- loved Brethren, 


You wiſh to receive a greater Share of 
Grace and Favours from the Hor y-GnosT 
than the Generality of Chriſtians do; excell 


them in meritorious Actions. Be not con- 
tent with barely doing what your Saviour 


commands; but aſpire above mere Obliga- 
tion and do the: meritorious Works to 
which He counſels you! In a word, emu- 
5 the better Gifts, and ſow as plentifully 
you wiſh to mete. For He, ho | ſows 

10 Bl effings, of Bleſſings ſhall reap : +. _ 
That is, provided You are equally diligent 
in ſolliciting Them with tervent Prayer, 
He 


5 r Wu IT-SUN DA. 
He, who may have for asking and neglects 
to ask, may be ſaid to refuſe. If then 
You neglect to ſollicit the Divine Favours, 
which are offer'd to your Prayers; can you © 
imagin the Hor y-GnrosT will force them 
on you? No, Chriſtians, He is ready to 
yield himſelf up to your Prayers : But, then 
He expects that You ſhould firſt in- 
vite him by Prayer. Ah! Pray then and 

pray earneſtly. If you are repulſed; 
pray again, Sollicit the Divine Favours 
again and again, till Importunity obtains 
your: Requeſt, Remember the Encou- 
ragement you have from Scripture and 
Experience. Recollect the Inſtance of the 
Man whoſe Importunity obtain'd the Loaves, 

which he had otherwiſe gone without. Copy 


after the Widow, who, by unwearied Sol- 


liciting, procured Juſtice even of an evil 
Judge who was little diſpoſed to render 
it. Ehfha Had never received the double 
Spirit of Elias; if he not perſevered to 
the laſt in ſolliciting it: The Apoſtles 
would not have been repleniſh'd with the 
Hor y-GnosT ; if they had not perſiſted in 
| ſueing for his coming: And You muſt | 
never expect the like Bleſſing, without a 
like Perſeverance. | 18220 
They were fervent in Prayer: They 
pray'd in Society: And, without ſuffering: 
themſelves to be deluded by the human 
Improbability of obtaining their pious Wiſh; 
ox. II. 32-4 - - by 


* 455 ii. 


= " : * * 5 
Wy 
: „ # 1 * 
5 498 


On ie PRNTECOST 
by the Delay of their Hopes; or by any other 
Gbſtacles; they {till perſevered in Piety and 
Prayer. And what was their Recompence? 
Why ſays the ſacred HIsTo RIAN, den 
the i Days / Penteceſt uere accompliſt' d, 
Sey were all together in one Place : And 
ſaudenly there was made @ Sound from 
Heaven, as of a vebement Wind coming, 


and It fill d the whole Honſe where they 


were fitting. And there appear'd to them 


parted Tongues, as” it were of. Fire, and 


were all replentſh'd with the HoLy-GnosrT 
and they began lo ſpeak with divers Tongues, 
according as the HoL y-GnosT gave them © 
to ſpeak. O the bleſſed Premium of a little 

Confidence in Gop, a little Induſtry in 
Good- works, a little Fervor and Conſtancy 
in Prayer! Ah! Chriſtians Vou ſee the glo- 

rious Goal before Vou. Courage then: 
Begin the Race; and ſo run that you may 
obtain. + Who knows, by copying the Ex- 
ample of thoſe heroic Founders of Chri- 
ſtianity, what Graces you may deſerve 
from Heaven? Who knows, what external 
Marks of Favour You may be honour'd 


with by the Hor y-GnosT? Who can 


pretend with Certainty to fay, that, in 
ſuch | Caſe, there ſhall not be reaſon to 


record of this very Chriſtian Flock, that, 


perſevering with one Mind in Prayer, the 
Hor. y-GuosT: with viſible Proofs of his 
| . „ll 


ber Wu I r- SUN DAT. 


all-powerful Grace, deſcended on all here © 


preſent. At leaſt if he give you not to 


2 in different Tongues; He may in- | 


me you with ſuch bleſſed Fruits and 
Gifts of Love as ſhall be one Day changed 
into, ,what only can ſurpaſs them, his 
eternal Glory. O Spirit Divine! Cele- 
ſtial Light! O HoLy-GrosT! O Love of 
Gop! O Gop of Love! Inflame theſe 


frozen Breaſts of ours; enliven theſe blood- 


leſs Hearts; and change our earthly Aﬀec- 
tions into heavenly Ones, Teach us neither 
to ſeek nor wiſh for Aught beſide thy Self: 

And let thy Preſence fill us to Satiety, O 


never let our Memory forget thy Pleaſure, 


or forget to do it. Baniſh from our Minds 


all Error and Illufion ; and warmly move 
our Wills to practice conſtantly thoſe Vir- 
tues which may bring us ſooneſt and neareſt ' 
to Thee. Come then, all-gracious Com- 


forter, make thy Abode with us, and link 
us inſeparably to Thy ſelf forever, I be- 
ſeech, &c, In the Name, &c. 


End of the Second Vo I. UME, 
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